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HISTORY OF GIL BLAS 
OF SANTILLANE. 



BOOK THE FOURTH. — (contisded). 



CSAFTJSS VII. 



ThbeeI weeks after marriage, my miatress be- 
thought faereelf of rewarding the services I had 
rendered her. 8he made me a present of a hundred 
pietoles, telling me at the same time : Gil Bias, my 
good fellow, it is not that I mean to turn you away, 
for you have my free leave to stay here as long as 
you please ; but my husband has an uncle, Don 
GrODzales Pacheco, who wants you very much for a 
valet-de-chambre. I have given you so excellent a 
character, that he would let me have no peace till I 
consented to part with you. Ik is a very worthy 
old nobleman, so that you will be quite in your ele- 
ment in his family. 

I thanked Aurora for all her kindness, and, as my 
occupation was over about her, I so much the more 
readily accepted Uie post that offered, as it wm 
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10 GIL BLAS. 

merely a transfer from one branch of the Fachecos 
to another. One morning, therefore, I called on 
the illufltrioua Don Gonzales with a message from 
the In^e. He ou^t at leaat to have overslept him- 
self, for he was in bed at near noon. When I went 
into his chamber, a page had just brought him a 
basin of soup, which he was taking. Hie dotard 
chraished his whiskers, or rather tortured them with 
curling-papers ; thou^ hia eyes were sunk in their 
sockete, his complexion pale, and his visage ema- 
ciated. This was one of those old codgers who have 
been a little whimsical or so in their youth, and have 
made poor amends lor their freedoms by the discre- 
tion of th^ riper age. Hie reception of me was 
affiible enough, with an assurance that if my attach- 
ment to him kept pace with my fidelity to his niece, 
my condition should not be worse than diat of my 
fellows. I promised to place him in my late mis- 
tress's shoes, and became the working partner in a 
new firm. 

A new firm it undoubtedly was, and heaven knows 
we had a strange head of the house. The resurrec- 
tion of Lazarus was an ordinary event compared to 
his getting up. Imagine to yourself a long bag of 
dry bones, » mere skeleton, a dissection, an anat- 
omy of a man ; a study in osteology I As for the 
legs, three or four pair of stockings, one over the 
other, had no room to make any figure upon tliem. 
In addition to the for^;oing, this mummy before 
death was asthmatic, and therefore obliged to divide 
the little breath he had between hia cough and his 
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-i.V ANTIQUATED LOVER. \\ 

loquacity. He break&sted on chocolate. On the 
strength of that refreahment, he ventored to call for 
pen, ink, and paper, and to write a short note, which 
he sealed and sent to its addreea by the page who 
had sdministered the broth. But thia henceforth 
will be your <^ce, my good lad, said he, ss he 
turned his haggard eyee iqKm me ; all my little con- 
cerns wiU be in your hands, and especially those in 
which Doima Eapbrasia takes an interest. IWi 
Udy is an endianting young creature, with whom I 
am distractedly in love, and by wboro, thou^ I say 
it who should not say it, I am met with all the 
motual ardor of inextinguishable and unutterable 



Heaven defend us I tboug^I within myself: good 
now I if this old antidote to rapture can &ncy him- 
self an object on which the &ir should waste tbeir 
sweets, is it any wonder that among our young folks 
each &ncie8 himself the Adonis, for whom every 
Venus pines? Gril Bias, pursued he with a chuckle, 
this very day will I take you to this abode of pleas- 
ure : it is my house of call almost every evening for 
a bit of supper. You will be quite petrified at her 
modest appearance, and the rigid propriety of her 
bdnavior. Far from taking after those little wanton 
vagrants, who are h^-go mad after striplings, and 
give themselves up to the &scinatJons of exterior 
appearance, she has a proper insifj^t into things, 
staid, ripe, and judicious : what she wants is the 
bondjide spirit and discretion of a man ; a lover who 
has served an apprentice^p to bis trade, in prefcr- 
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12 GIL BLAS. 

cncc to all the flaeliy feUows of the modem scbool. 
"niis is but an epitome of the panegyric, which the 
noble duke Don Gonzalea pronounced upon his misr 
treae. He burdened himadf with the task of prov- 
ing her a compendium of all human perfection ; bat 
the lecture wag little calculated for the conviction of 
the hearer. I had attended an experimental courae 
among the actreesee ; and had always found that the 
elderly candidates had been plucked in their amours. 
Yet, ss a matter of courtesy, it was impossible not 
to put on the semblance of giving implicit credit to 
my master's veracity ; I even added chivalry to cour^ 
tesy, and threw down my glove on Euphmsia's pene- 
tration and the correctness of her taste. My im- 
pudence went the length of asserting, that it was 
impossible for her to hare selected a better-provided 
crony. The grown-up umpleton was not aware, 
that I was fumigating his nostrils at the expense of 
his addled brun ; on the contrary, he bristled at my 
praises : so true is it, that a flatterer may play what 
game he likes against the pigeons of high life I 
lliey let you look over their hand, and then wonder 
that you beat them. 

The old crawler, having scribbled through his 
billelrdouz, restrained the luxnriaoce of a straggling 
hair or two with his tweezers ; then badied his eyes 
in die nostrum of some periumer to give them a 
Inrilliancy which their natural gum would liav« 
eclipsed. His ears were to he picked and washed, 
and his hands to be cleansed &om Ihe effects of his 
other ablutions ; and the labors of the toilet wore 



Digmzefl by Google 



A VISITOR. 13 

to be closed, bj pencilling eveiy renuuning hair in 
die disforested domain of his whiaken, pericranioni, 
and eyebrows. No old dowager, with a purse to 
buy a seocMtd husband, ever took more pains to as- 
sure bovelf by tbe cultivation of her charms, that the 
person, and not the fortune, ^uld be the object of 
attraction. The assassin stab of time was parried 
by tbe quart and tierce of art. Just us he had done 
making himself up, in came another old fogram of 
his acquaintance, by name the Count of Asumar. 
This genius made no secret of his gray locks ; leaned 
upon a stick, and seemed to pltmie himself on his 
venerable age, instead of wishing to appear in the 
he^dey of his prime. Signer Pacheoo, said he as 
he came in, I am come to take pot-luck with you to- 
day. You are always welcome, count, rejoined my 
master. No sooner said than done I they embraced 
with a thousand grimaces, took their seats opposite 
to one another, and b^gan chatting till dinner was 
served. 

Ilieir conversation turned at first upon a bull-feast 
which bad taken place a few days before. Th^ 
talked about the cavaliers, and who among them had 
displayed most dexterity and vigor ; whererqKHi the 
old count, tike another Nestor, whom present events 
furnish with a tojnc of expatiatiDg on the past, said, 
with a deep-drawn si^ : Alas I where will you meet 
with men, nowadays, fit to hold a candle to my con- 
temporaries? The public diversions are a mere bau- 
ble, to what they were when I was a young man. 1 
could not help clinckling in my sleeve at my good 
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14 OIL BLAS. 

lord of ABumor'a whim ; for he did not stop at the 
huuUwork of human invention. Would you believe 
it? At table, when the fruit was brought in, at the 
si^it of some v^y fine peaches, tliis ungrateful con- 
sumer of the earth's produce excliumed : In my time, 
the peadiea yrere of a much larger size than they are 
now ; but nature sinks lower and lower from day to 
day. If that is the case, said Don Gonzales with a 
sneer, Adam's hot-house fruit must have been of a 
most unwieldy circumference. 

The count of Asumar staid tUI quite ereaing n-ith 
my master, who had no sooner got rid of him, than 
he sallied forth with me in hie train. We went to 
Euphrasia's, who lived within a stone's throw of our 
house, and found her lodged in a style of tjie first 
el^ance. She was tastefully dressed, and for the 
youth&luess of her air might have been talcen to be 
in her te^is, though thirty bonny summers at least 
had poured their harvests in her lap. She had often 
been reckoned pretty, and her wit was exquisite. 
Ndther was sbe one pf your brazen-faced jilts, with 
nothing but flimsy balderdash in their talk, and a 
libertine forw,juYlness in their manners : here was 
modesty of carriage as well as propriety of dis- 
course ; and she threw out her little sallies in the 
most exquisite manner, without seeming to aspire 
beyond natural good sense. O heaven 1 said I, is 
it possible that a creature of so virtuous a stamp by 
nature should have abandoned herself to vicious 
courses for a livelihood ? I had taken it for granted, 
that nil women of light character carried the mark 
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of ^ beast upon their forebenda. It was a, sur- 
piise therefore to see sucb apparent rectitude of con- 
duct ; nether did it occur to me that these hacks for 
all customeis could go at any pace, and assume the 
pdish of weQ-bred society, to impose upon their cul- 
lies of the higher ranks. What if a hvely petulance 
should be the order of the day ? they ai« Uvely and 
petulaat. Should modesty take its turn in the round 
of fiuUon, nothing can exceed their outward show 
of prudent and delicate reserve. They play the 
comedy of love in many masks ; and are the prude, 
the coquette, or the virago, as they &11 in with the 
quiz, the coxcomb, or the bully. 

Don Gonzales was a gentleman and a man of 
taste ; he could not stomach those beauties who call 
a spade, a spade. Such were not for his market ; 
the riles of Venus must be consummated in the tem- 
ple of Vesta. Euphrasia had got up her part ac- 
cordingly, and proved by her performance that there 
is no comedy like that of real life. I left my master, 
like another Numa with his f^geria, and went down 
into s hall, where whom should fortune throw in my 
way but an old abigail, whom I had formerly known 
as mwd-of-all-work to an actress ? The recogniUon 
was mutual. So ! well met once more, Signer Gril 
Bias, said she. Then you have turned off Arsenia, 
just as I have puted with Constance. Yes, truly, 
answered I, it is a long while ago since I went away, 
and exchanged her service for that of a very different 
lady. Neither the theatre nor the people about it are 
to my taste. I gave myself my own distdiarge, with- 
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IC G7L BLAS. 

out condescending to tJie ali^teet explanation with 
Arsenia. Yoa were perfectly in the right, replied 
the new-found abigail, called Beatrice. That was 
pret^ much my method of proceeding with Con- 
stance. One morning early, I gave in my accounts 
with a very snll^ air ; she toc^ them from me in 
moody silence, and wc piirted in a sort of well-bred 
dudgeon. 

I lun quite delighted, said I, that we hare met 
again, where we need not be ashamed of onr em- 
ployers. Donna Euphrasia looks for all the world 
like a woman of fiishion, and I am much deceived 
if tixB ha« not reputation too. You are too clear- 
sighted to be deceived, answered the old iq>pendi^^ 
to sin. She is 4^ a good family ; and as for her 
temper, I can assure you it is unparalleled for even- 
nees and sweetness. None of your t^magant mi«- 
treascB, never to be pleased, but alwaya grumbling 
and scolding about everything, making the house 
ring with tlieir clack, and fretting poor servants to 
a thread, whose places, in short, are a hell upon 
earth ! I have not in all this time heard her raise 
her voice on any occasion whatever. When things 
happen not to be done exactly in her way, she seta 
diem to rights without any anger, nor does any of 
that bad language escape her lips, of which some 
high-spirited ladies are so liberal. My master, too, 
i-ejoined I, is very mild in his disposition ; the very 
milk of human kindness ; and in this respect we are, 
between ourselves, much better off than when we 
lived among the actresses. A thousand times bet- 
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ARTS OF BSATRICB. 17 

ter, replied Beatrice ; mj life ased to be all bustle 
wid distrsctioa ; but this place ia an actual hermits 
age. Kot a oeature darkens our doors but this ex- 
cellent Don Gonzales . You will be my only helpmate 
in my solitude, and my lot is but too greatly blessed. 
For diia long time have I cherished an afiection for 
you : and many a time and oft have I b^nrudged that 
liaura the felicity of engrossing you for her sweet- 
heart ; but in the end I hope to be even with her. 
1£ I cannot boast of youth and beauty like hers, to 
balance the account, I detest coquetry, and have all 
the conBtan<7 as well as afiection of a turtle-dove. 

As honest Beatrice was one of those ladies who 
are obliged to hawk their wares, and cheapen tbem- 
selves for want of cbeiqtenerB in the market, I was 
ha{^y shielded from any temptation to break the 
commandmmts. Nevertheless, it might not have 
be^i prudrait to 1^ her see in what contempt her 
charms were held : for which reason I forced my 
natural politeness so fitr, as to talk to her in a style 
not to cut off all hope of my more serious advances. 
I flattered myself tiien, that I had found favor in die 
eyes of an okl dresser to the stage : but [uide was 
destined to have a &11, even on so humble an ocoa^ 
aion. The domestic trickster did not sbarpen her 
allurements from any longing for my pretty pK«on ; 
her design in subduing me to the little soft god was 
to enlist me for the purposes of her mistress, t» 
whom she had sworn so passive an obedience, that 
she would have sold her etom^ self to the old chap!- 
man, who first set up the trade of sin, rather than 
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ha?« die^ipointed ha eligfatert wislies. My vain 
eoaadt was suffickoitly evident on the veiy next 
moming, when X earned ao Ovidian letter jrom my 
matter to Euphraaia. The lady gave me an arable 
reception, and made a. thoosand pretty speeches, 
echoed from the practised lips of ber chambermaid. 
The expression of mj countenance was peculiaiiy 
interesting to the one : but that within which pass^ 
show was die flattering theme of the other. Accord- 
ing to their account, the fottuoate Don Gonzales had 
|ncked up a treasure. In short, my praises ran so 
high, th^ X began to think worse of myself than I 
had ever done in the whole course of my life. Their 
motive was sufficiently obvious ; but I was deter> 
mined to play at diamond cut diamond. The sim- 
per of a simpleton is no bad countermine to the 
attack of a sharper, Tlieee ladies under &vc» were 
of the latter deacripdon, and they soon b^;aQ. to 
open their batteries. 

Hark you, Gil Bias 1 sud Euphrasia ; fc»tuDe de- 
dares in your &Tor if you do not balk her. Xjet us 
put our heads b^;ether, my good friend. Don Onm- 
cales is old, and a good deal shaken in eonstitution ; 
so that a very little fever, in the hands of a very 
great doctor, would cany him to a better place. 
Let lis take time by the forelock, and ply our arts 
■o busily as to secuie to me the lai^est slice of his 
«fiects. If I prosper, you shall not starve, I prom- 
ise yon ; and my bare word is a better seeurity than 
all the deeds and conveyances of all the lawyers in 
Afadrid: . Madam, ^answcted '-I, yeu have but to 
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comni^id me. Give me my commission on your 
uuster-roll, and you shall have no reason to com- 
jdain ^ther of my cowardice or contumacy. So be 
it tlien, relied she. You must watch your master, 
imd bring me an account of all bis comings and 
goings. Wlien yon are chatting- together in his 
more fi""il'»f moments, never fiul to lead the con- 
versation on the subject of our sex ; and then by an 
artful, bat seemingly natural transition, take occa- 
sion to say all the good you can invent of me. 
Ring Euphrasia in hia ears till all the house reechoes. 
I would counsel you besides to keep a wary eye on 
all that passes in the Pacbeco &mily. If you catch 
any relation of Don Gonzales sneaking about him, 
with a design on the inheritance, bring me word 
instantly : that is all you have to do, and trust me 
for sinking, burning, and destroying him In less than 
no time. I have ferreted out the weak side of all 
your master's relations long ago ; they are each of 
tiiem to be made ridiculous in some sh>^ or other ; 
so that ihe nephews and cousins, after sitting to me 
ibr their portraits, are already turned with their 
baas to the wall. 

It was evident by these instructions, with many 
more to the same time and tune, that Euphrasia was 
one of those la^es whose partialities all lean to the 
side of elderly inamoratos, with more money than 
wit. Not long before, Don Gonzales, who could 
refose nothing to the tender passion, had sold an 
estate; and she pocketed the cash. Kot a day 
^Mwaed but she got some little personal remera- 
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brance out of him ; and besides all this, a comer of 
his will was the ultimate object of her speculation. 
I affected to engage hand over head ia their infamous 
plot ; and if I must confess all without mental reser- 
TatioQ, it was almost a moot point, on my return 
home, on whicb^ side of the cause I should take a 
brief. There was on either a profitable alternative ; 
whether f o join in fleecing my master, or to merit 
his gratitude by rescuing him from the plunderers. 
Conscience, however, seemed to have some little 
concern in the determination ; it was quite ridicu- 
lous to choose the by-path of villany, when there 
was a better toll to be taken on the highway of hon- 
es^. Besides, Euphrasia had dealt too much in 
generals ; an arithmetical definition of so mudi for 
so much has more meaning in it than "all the 
weoldi of the Lidtes ;" and to this shrewd reflection, 
peihaps, was owing my nncomipted probity. Thus 
did I resolve to signalize my eea! in the service of 
Don Gonzales, in the' persuasion that if I was lucky 
enough to disgust the worshipper by befouling his 
idol, it would turn to very good account. On a 
statement of debtor and creditor between the ri^t 
Mid the wroi^ side of the action, the money balance 
was visibly in favor of virtue, not to mention the 
delights of a fur and irreproachable character. 

If vice BO often assumes the semblance of its con- 
traiy, why should not hypocri^ now and then 
change aides for variety? I held myself up to Eu- 
phrasia for a thorough swindler. She was dupe 
enough to believe that I was incessantly tidking of 
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her to my master ; tmi tlierei^n I wove a tissue of 
fiippeiy and &lsehood, which imposed on her for 
sterling tnitii. She had eo completely given herself 
np to my ioainuations, as to believe me her convert, 
her disciple, her coniederate. The better sdll to 
carry on this fraud upon fraud, I affected to laii^ 
gnish for Beatrice : and she, in ecstasy at her age 
to see a young fellow at her skirts, did not much 
trouble herself about my sincerity, if I did but play 
my part with vigor and address. When we were in 
the [Hresence of our princesses, my master in the 
parior and myself in the kitchen, the efiect was that 
«f two (Efferent pictures, but of the same sdtool. Don 
Graizales, dry as touchwood, with all its inflamma- 
Inlity, and nothing but its smother, seoued a fitter 
subject for extreme unction than for amorous pariey ; 
whUe my little pet, in proportion to the violence of 
my flame, ni^^^, nudged, toyed, and roDq>ed, like 
a scbool-giil in vacation ; and no wonder she knew 
her lesson so pat, for the old coquette had been up- 
wards of forty years in the form, ^le had finished 
her studies under certain professors of gallantry, 
whose art of pleasing becomes the more critical by 
practice ; till they die under the acciunulated expe- 
rience of two or three generations. 

It was not enough for me to go every evening 
with my master to Euphrasia's : it was Bometimes 
my lounge even in daytime. But let me pop my 
head in at what hour I wotdd, that forbidden cre»- 
tore man was never there, nor even a woman of any 
description, that mi^t not be just Hs easily expressed 
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aa uoderstood. Tha« was not the leaat loop^K^e 
for a paramour 1 — a drcumstance not a little per- 
^exing to one who could not readily bdievei that so 
pretty a bale of goods ootild submit to a strict mo- 
nopoly, by such a dealer as Don Gonzales. Tiaa 
opinion undoubtedly was formed on a near acquaint- 
ance with female nature, as will be apparent in the 
sequel ; tbr the &iT Ei^diraaia, while waiting for my 
master'a translation, fortified herself with patience in 
the arms of a lover, with Bome little fellow-feeling . 
for the iiailties of her age. 

One moniiug I was carrying, according to cus- 
tom, a note to this peerless pattern of perfection. 
There certainly were, or I was not etandiog in the 
room, the feet of a man ensconced behind the tap- 
estry. Out slunk I, juat as if I had no eyes in my 
head ; yet, though audi a discovery was nothing but 
what might have been Q]^>ected, neither was the 
piper to be pud out of my pocket; my feelings 
were a good de^ staggered at the breach of feith. 
Ah, traitress 1 exclaimed I, with virtuous indigna- 
tion, abandoned Eui^irasia 1 \ot satisfied to hum- 
bug a oBj old gentleman with a tale of love, you 
share bis property in your person with another, and 
add profligacy to dissimulation I But to be sure, on 
afterthoughts, I was but a grcenhDin when I took 
on so for such a trivial occurrence I It was rather a 
subject (or mirth than for moral reflection, and per- 
fectly justifled by the way of the world ; the languid, 
nnbugoed commerce of my master's amorous mo- 
menta iiad need be fUliped by a trade in some wore 
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mereluntablfl wares. At nU events it would have 
berai better to h&ve held my tongue, than to have 
laid hold on bu(^ an opporttini^ of playing the 
&ithfiil servant. But instead of tempering my zeal 
with discretion, nothing would serve the turn but 
taking np the wrongs of Don Gonxales in &e spirit 
of diiv&Iry. On this high principle, I made s tar- 
cunutantaal r^>ort of what I had seen, with the 
addition of the att«npt made by Euphrasia to seduce 
me from my good fiiith. I gave it in her own words 
wiUiout the least reserve, and put him in the way 
of knowing all that was to be known of his mistrees. 
He was stmck all in a hei^ by my intelligence, and 
a fiunt flash of indignation on his fitded dteek seined 
to give security that the lady's infidelity would not 
go unpunished. Enough, Gil Bias, said he ; I am 
infinitdy obliged by your attachment to my service, 
and your probity is very acceptable to me. I will 
go to Euphrasia tim very moment. I will over- 
whelm her with reproaches, and break at once with 
Ute ungrateAil creature. With these words, he 
actually bent his way to the subject of his anger, 
and dispensed with my attendance, frtmi the kind 
HMitive of ^taring me the awkwardness which my 
presence during their explanation would have occa- 
sioned to my feelings. 

I longed f(v my master's return with idl the im- 
patience of an interested pnson. There could not 
be a doubt but that with his strong grounds of 
complaint, he would return completely disentauf^ed 
frtmi the snares of his nymfdi. In this tbou^t X 
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extolled and magnified myMlf for my good deed. 
What could be more flattering than the thaoka of 
the kisdred who were naturally to inherit after Don 
Gonzales, when they diould be informed that their 
relative was no longer the puppet of a figore^dance 
^ hostile to their interests ? It waa not to be sup- 
posed but that such a friend would be remembered, 
and tliat my merits would at last be distinguished 
from ihofse of other serring-men, who are usually 
more disposed to encourage their masters in licen- 
tdousness, thantodrawthemoff to habits of decency. 
I was always of an aspiring temper, and thou^t to 
have passed for the Joseph or the Scipio of the ser- 
vants' hall ; but so fascinating an idea was only to 
be indulged for an hour or two. The founder of 
my fortunes cune home. My &ieod, said be, I 
have had a veiy sharp brush with Euphrasia, She 
insists on it that you have trumped up a oock-and- 
bull stoiy. If their word is to be taken, you are no 
b^ter than an impostor, a hireling in the pay of my 
nqthews, for whose sake you luve set all your wits 
at woik to twing about a quarrel between her and 
me. I have seen the real tears, made of water, run . 
down in floods from her poor dear eyes. She has 
vowed to me as solemnly as if I had been her con- 
fessor, that she never made any overtures to you in 
hex life, and that she does not know what man is. 
Beatrice, who seems a simple, innocent sort e^ girl, 
is exactly in the same story, so that I could not but . 
believe them and be pacified, whether I would 
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- How then, sir? inteiTupted I, in sccents of un- 
diesemUed sorrow, do yoa question my sincerity ? 
Do you distrust .... Ko, my good lad, inter- 
rupted he again in his turn ; I will do you ample 
jostioe. I do not suspect you of being in league 
with my nephews. I am satisfied that ail you have 
done has been for my good, and own myself much 
oUiged to you ibr it ; but appearances are ^t to 
mislead, so that perhaps you did not see in reality 
what you took it into your head that you saw ; and 
in that case, only consider yourself bow ofl^isiTfl 
your chai^ must be to Euphrasia. Yet, let Hat be 
as it will, she is a creature whom I cannot help lov- 
ing in spite of my senses ; so that the sacrifice she 
demands must be made, and that sacrifice is no less 
than your dismission. I lament it very much, my 
poor dear Gil Bias, and if that will be any satis&o- 
tion to you, my consent was wrung from me most 
unwillingly ; but there was no saying nay. With 
one thing, however, you may comibit yourself, you 
shall not be sent away with emp^ pockets. N^ay, 
more, I mean to turn you over to a lady of my 
acquaintance, where you will live to your liking. 

I was not a little mortified to find all my noble 
acts and motives end in my own coniusion. I gave 
a lefb-handed bleasing to Euphrasia, and wept over 
the weakness of Don Gonzales, to be so foolishly 
infiUuated by her. The kind-hearted old gentle- 
man felt within himself that in turning me adrift at 
the peremptory demand of his mistress, he was not 
performing the most manly action of his life. For this 
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reason, aa a set-off against his hen-^tedced cowardioe, 
and that I might the more easily swallow this bitter 
dose, he gave me fifly ducats, and took me with 
him next morning to the Marduonees of CSuTes, 
telling that lady before my face, that I was a young 
man of unexceptionably good character, and -very 
hi{^ in his good graces,, bat that as oertain fiuiily 
reaaoBs p rere n ted him &om continuing me on his 
own eatablishmeot, he should esteem it as a fevor if 
she would take me on hers. After such an intro- 
duction, I was retained at once as her appendage, 
aod found myself, I scarcely knew how, eatabUsbed 
io another househ<^. 



GBAPTEB VIII. 



The Marchioness of Chares was a widow of fire 
and thirly, tall, handsome, and well-proportioned, 
^le enjoyed an income of ten thousand ducats, 
without the encumbrance of a nursery, I never 
met with a lady of fewer words, nor one of a more 
solemn aspect. Yet this exterior did not prevent 
her from being set i^ as the cleverest woman in all 
Madrid. Her great aasemUiea, attended by people 
of the first quality, and by men of lettras who made a 
coflfee-bouse of h^r ^wrtments, contributed periwpa 
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mon than anydung she said to give her the repiit»- 
ticKi she had acquired. Bat this is a point on which 
it is not my prorince to deode. I have only to 
relate as her historian, thM her name carried with it 
the idea of superior genius, and that her house was 
called, to distinguii^ it from the ordinary societMs in 
town, The Facilutmahle Instibdion for Literabiie, 
Taste, and Science. 

In point of fact, not a day passed, but diere were 
readings there, smnetimes of dramatic pieces, and 
sometimes in other immchee of poetry. But the 
subjects were always selected &om the graver muses ; 
wit and humor were held in the moat sovere^ con- 
tempt. Comedy, however spirited ; a novel, how- 
ever pointed in tt« satire or ingenious in ite fitble, 
such light productione as these were treated as weak 
^orts of the brain, without the slightest claim to 
patronage ; whereas, on the contrary, the most mi- 
eroscopical work in the serious style, Aether ode, 
pastoral, or eoon^, wa« trompeted to the skies as 
the most lUustrious effort of a learned and poetical 
age. It not unirequently fell out, that the public 
reversed the decrees of tlus chancery for genius : nay, 
they had sometimes the gross ill-hreeding to hiss the 
very pieces which had been sanctiODed by this court 
of criticism. 

I was chief manager of the establishment, and my 
o£Sce consisted in getting the drawing-room ready to 
receive the company, in aetdng the chairs in order 
for the gentlemen, and the solas for the ladies ; after 
whiidi, I took my station on the luiding-place to 
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bawl out the names of the viators as tiwy came up 
gtairs, and uaher them into the circle. The fint day, 
an old piece of iamily iumiture, who was stationed 
by my side in the ante-(JiambeT, gave me their 
descriptioB with some humor, after I had shown 
them into the room. His name was Andrew Molina. 
He had a good deal of mother's wit, with a flowing 
vein of satire, much gravity of sarcasm, and a happy 
knack at hitting off characters. The first comer was 
a bifihop. I roared out his lordship's name, and as 
soon ae he was gone in, my nomendator told me — 
That prelate is a very curious gentlenuu. He has 
some little influence at court, but wants to persuade 
the world that he has a great deal. He presses his 
service on every soul he comes near, and then leaves 
them completely in the lurch. One day he met with- 
a gentleman in the presence chamber who bowed to 
him. He laid hold of him, and squeedng his hand, 
assured him, with an inundation of civilities, that he 
was altogether devoted to his lordship. For good- 
ness sake, do not spare me ; I shall not die in my 
bed without having first found an opportunity of 
mnlring you my debtor. Hie gentleman returned 
his thanks with all becoming expresrions of grati- 
tude, and when they were at some distance Irom one 
anotiier, tiie obsequious churchman eaid to one of 
his attendants in waitmg, I ought to know that 
man ; I have some floating, indistinct idea of having 
seen him somewhere. 

Next after the bishop, came the son of a grandee. 
When I had introduced him into- my lady's room. 
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This Doblenuut, said Molina, is also an original in 
his way. You are to take notice that he often pays 
a visit, for the express purpose of talking over some 
ui^ent bosinem with the friend on whom he calla, 
and goes away again without once thinking on the 
topic he came solely to discuss. But, added my 
showman on the sight of two ladies, here are Donna 
Angpli^ de Penafiel and Donna Margaretta de 
Montalvan. This pair have not a feature of re- 
aemblanoe to each other. Donna Mai^aretta prides 
herself on her philosophical acquirements ; she will 
bold her head as high as the meet learned head 
among the doctors of Salamanca, nor will the wis- 
dom of her conceit ever give up the point to the beet 
reasons they can render. As for Donna Angela, 
she does not aSect the learned lady though she has 
taken no unsnocessfol pains in the improvement of 
her mind. Her manner of talking is rational and 
proper, her ideas are novel and ingenious, expressed 
in polite, significant, and natural terms. This tatter 
portrait is delightful, said I to Molina ; but the 
other, in my opinion, is scarcely to be tolerated in 
the softer sex. Not over bearable indeed I replied 
be with s sneer: even in men it' does but expose 
them to the lash of satire. The good marchioness 
herself, our honored lady, continued he, she too has 
a sort of a philosophical looseness. There will be 
fine chopping of logic there to^y I God grant the 
mysteries of religion may not be invaded by these 
disputants. 

As he was finielung this last sentence, in came a 
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withered bit of moitali^, with a grave and crabbed 
look. My companion showed him no mercy. This 
fellow, said be, is one of those pampoua, unbending 
•piritA, who thinlc to pass for men {^profound genius, 
under favor of a few commonplaces extiscted out of 
Seneca ; yet they are but shallow coxcombs wben 
one oomeB to examine them narrowly. Tbea fol- 
lowed in the train a spruce figure, witli toleraUe 
person and address, to say nothing of a troubled air 
and manner, which always suj^mees a jdentiful stock 
of self-sufficient^. I inquired who this was. A 
dramatic poet I said Molina. He has nuuDufiustoied 
a hnndred thousand verses in his time, which never 
brought him in the v^lue of a groat ; but as a 8etK>ff 
against his metrical tailm«, he has feathered his nest 
very wannly by six lines of humble prose: you 
will wonder by what magic touch a fortune could be 

And 80 I did ; but a confounded noise upon the 
staircase put verse and prose completely out of my 
head. Good again I exclaimed my infenner ; here 
is the licentiate Campanario. He is his own har- 
binger bef(H« ever he makes his appearance. He sets 
out from the very street door in a continued volley 
of conversation, and you hear how the alarm is kept 
up till he makes bis retreat. In good sooth, the 
vaulted roof reechoed with the organ of the thunder- 
ing licentiate, who at length exhibited the case in 
which the pipes were contained. He brou^t a 
bacbdor of his acquaintance hy way of accompani- 
ment, and there was not a totto voce passage during 



Digmzefl by Google 



SIONOR CAMPANAMO. Z\ 

the wh<Je vimt. Signor Campaiutrio, sud I to 
Molimi, ifl to all appearance a man of very fine con- 
versation. Yes, replied my sage instructor, the 
gentleman has his lacky hits, and a sort of qufunt>- 
nese that might pass for humor ; he does very well 
in a mixed oampaxij. But the worst of it is, that 
incessant talking is one of hia most pardonable errors. 
He is a little too apt to borrow from himself; and 
as those who are behind the scenes are not to be 
dazzled by the tinsel of the pn^rty-man, so we 
know how to separate a certain volubility and 
boffoMiery of manner from sterling wit and sense. 
The greater part of his good things would be thought 
very bad ones, if submitted, without their concomi- 
tant grimaces, to the ordeal of a jest book. 

Other groups passed before ns, and Molina 
tondied them with his wand. The marchioness, too, 
came in for a magic rap over the knuckles. Our 
lady patroness, sud he, is better than might be ex- 
pected iar a female philoei^her. She. is not dainty 
in ]ier likings ; and bating a whim or too, it ie no 
hard matter to give her satisfaction. Wits and 
women of quality seldom approach so near the 
atmosphere of good sense ; and for passion, she 
scarcely knows what it is. Play and gaUantry are 
equally in her black bodes : dear conversation is her 
first and sole defight. To lead such a life would be 
little better than penance to the common run of 
ladies. Molina's character of my mistress est^lisbed 
her at once in my good graces. And yet, in tJie 
course of a few days, I could not help suspecting 
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tliati thou^ not dainty in her likings, she knew 
what paBBion woe, and that a foul copy of gaUitntiy 
delighted her more than the foireet conversation. 

One morning, during the mTSteries of the toilet, 
there presented himself to my notice a little fellow 
of forty, forbidding in his aspect, more filthy if pos- 
sible than Pedro de Moya the book-wonn, and ver- 
ging in no marketable measure towards deformi- 
ty. He told me he wanted to speak with my lady 
marchioness.' On whose businesfi? quoth I. On 
my own, quoth he, somewhat snappi^y. Tell her 
I am the gentleman ; . . . she will understand you ; 
. . . about whom she was talking yesterday with 
Donna Anna de Velasco. I went before him into 
my lady's f^partment, and gave in his name. The 
marchioness all at once shrieked out her sotisfoction, 
and ordered me to show him in. It was not courtesy 
enough to point to a chair, and bid him sit down : 
but the attendants, forsooth, her own maids about 
her person, were to withdraw, so that the little 
hunchback, with better luck than falls to the lot of 
many a taller man, had the field entirely to himeelf, 
as lord paramount. As for the giria and myself, 
we coold not help tittering a little at this uncouthly 
concerted duet, which lasted nearly an hour : when 
my patroness dismissed his little lordship, with such 
a profusion of brewells and God-be-with-you's, as 
sufficiently evinced her thantdulness for the enters 
tainment she had received. 

The conversation had, in fitct, been so edifying, 
tfiat in the afternoon she seized a private ot^tortonity 
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of whispering in my ear, Gil BIm, wheia the short 
gentlenum comes again, you may diow him up the- 
back stairs ; there is no need of parading him along 
a line of staring servants. I did as I was oidered. 
AVhen this epitome of humanity knocked at the door, 
and that hour was no ferther off than the next morn- 
ing, we threaded all the hy-passages to the place of 
assignation. I played the same modest part two or 
three times in the very innocence of my soul, with- 
out the most distant guess that tlie material system 
could form any part of their philosophy. But that 
hound-like snuff at an ill construction, with which 
the devil has armed the noses of the most charitable, 
put me on the scent of a very whimsical game, and I 
concluded dther that the marchioness had an odd 
taste, or that ovokback courted her as proxy to a 
better man. 

Ftuth and troth, thought I, with all the imperti- 
nence of a hasty opinion, if my mistress really likes a 
handsome fellow bdiind the cnrtain, all is well ; I 
forgive her her nna : but if she is stark mad for such 
a monkey as tUs, to say the truth, there will be 
little mercy for her on male or female tongues. But 
how foully did I defiune my honored patroness I The 
genius of magic had perched herself upon the little 
conjurer's |m>tuberant shouUer ; and his skill having 
been puffed off to the marchioness, who was just the 
i^ht food for such ji^lers and their tricks, ^ 
hdd private conferences with lum. Under his tuition 
she was to command wealth and treasure, to build 
castles in the air, to remove from place to place, in. 



Digmzefl by Google 



34 OIL BLAS. 

tax inBtant, to reveal future events, to tell whai is 
done in fax oountriea, to call the dead out of their 
gravesi and terrify the world with many miracles. 
Seriously, and to give him his deaerte, the sooundrel 
lived on the folly of the poblio; and it has been 
confidently aaserted, that ladiea of faahion have 
not in all ages and countries been exempt from the 
credulity of their inferiors. 



CHAPTER IX. 

All aOJBEVT TBAT PARTED OIL BLAS AWB TEE MAECHIOK. 

Esa OP cBAfEs. TEE aaaaEHVEST debtisation or the 
roBfSJL 

For six mcnths I lived with the Marchioness of 
Chaves, and, as it must be admitted, on the fat of 
the land. Bat fate, who thrusts footmen as well as 
heroes into the worid, with herself tied about their 
necks, gave me a jog to be gone, and swore that I 
should stay no longer in that family or in Madrid. 
The adventure by which this decree was announced 
shall be the subject of the ensuing narrative. 

In mj mistress's female squad there was a nymph 
named Portia. To say nothing of her youth and 
beauty, it was her meek demeanor and good repute 
that captivated me, who had yet to leam that none 
but the brave deserves the &ir. The marchioness's 
secretary, as proud as n prime minister, and as jeal- 
ous OS the Grand Turk, was cauf^ in the same trap 
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aa mysdf. No sooner did be caat an unlucky squint 
at my advances, than, without waiting to see how 
Porda might chance to &ncy them, he detennined 
pell-mell to have a tilt with me. To forward this 
ghostly enterprise, he gave me an appointment one 
morning in a place sadly impervious to all eeason- 
aUe interruption. Yet as he was a little go-by-th&- 
groimd, scarcely up to my shoulders, and apparently 
of feeUe frame, he did not look like a very danger- 
OUB ant^oniflt ; so away I went with some litdo 
courage to the appointed spot. ThinkiDg to come 
off with flying ccdors, I anticipated the effect of my 
bravery on the heart of Portia ; but as it turned out, 
I was gathering my lanrels before they had budded. 
The little secretary, who had been practising for two 
at three years at the fencing^.sGhool, disarmed me like 
a very baby, and holding the point of his sword up 
to my throat. Prepare thyself, said he, to bahmc« 
thine accounts with this world, and open a corre- 
spondence with the next, or give me thy nkscaUy word 
to leave the Matchioness of Chaves this very day, 
and never more to think of my Portia. I gave him 
my rascaUy word, and was honest enough not to 
think of breaking it. There was an awkwardness 
in showing my &ce before the servants of the famify, 
after having been wonted ; and especially before the 
high and mighty princess who had been the theme 
of oar tournament. I only returned home to get 
together my baggi^ and wages, and on that v&j 
day set off towards Toledo, with a purse pretty well 
lined, and a kn^wack at my back with my wardrobe 
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and movables. Though 017 rascally word was not 
given to abandon the purlieus of Madrid, I consid- 
ered it as a matter of delicacy to disappear, at least 
for a few seasons. My resolution was to make the 
tour of Spain, and to halt first at one town and then 
at another. My ready money, thou^t I, will carry 
me a good way : I shall not call about me very prod- 
igally. When mj stock is exhausted, I can but go 
into service again. A lad of my versatility will find 
places in plenty, whenever it may be ctmvenient to 
look out for them. 

It was particalarly my wish to see Toledo : and I 
got thither sfta* three days' joum^. My quarters 
were at a respectable house of entertainment, where 
I was taken for a gentleman of some figure, under 
fiivor of my best clotlies, in whic^ I did not iail to 
bedizen myself. With the ptck-tooth csrdeesness 
of a lounger, the affectation of a puppy, and the 
pertnesa of a wit, it remained with me to dictate the 
terms of an arrangem^it with some very pretty 
women who infested that neigfaboiliood ; but, as a 
hint had been given me that the pocket was the high 
road to thor good graces, my amorous enthusiasm 
was a little flattered, and, as it was no part of my 
plan to domesticate myself in any one place, aft^ 
having seen all the lions at Toledo, I started one 
morning with the dawn, and tooik the road to Cuen^, 
intending to go to Amgon. On the second day I 
went into an inn which stood open to receive me by 
the road side, just as I was beginning to recruit 
the oamal department of my nature, in came a party 
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belonging to the Holy Brodierliood. Utese gentle- 
men called ibr wine, aad set in for a drinking bout. 
Over their cups tbe^ were oonning tiie description of 
a yoong mas, whom tjiey had orders to arrest. The 
spark, said one of tbem, is not above three and 
twenty : he has long black hair, is well grown, with 
an aquiline nose, and rides a bay horse. 

I heard their talk without seeming to be a listener ; 
and, in &ct, did not trouble my head much about it. 
They remained in their quarters, and I pursued my 
journey. Scarcely had I gone a quarter of a mile, 
before I met a young gentleman on horseback, as 
personable as need be, and mounted as described by 
the officers. Futh and troth, thou^t I within my- 
B^, thin is the very identical man. Black hair and an 
aquiline nose 1 One cannot help doing a good office 
when it oomes in one's way. Sir, said I, give me 
leave to ask you whether you have not some dis- 
agreeable business on your hands ? The young man, 
without returning any answer, looked at me from head 
to foot, and seemed startled at my question. I assured 
him it was not wanton curiosity that induced me to 
address him. He was satisfied of that when I re- 
lated all I had heard at the inn. My nnknown bene- 
&ctor, 8ud he, I will not deny to you that. I have 
reason to believe myself actually the person of whom 
the officers are in quest ; therefore I shall take 
another road to avoid them. In my opinion, an- 
swered I, it would be better to look out for a spot 
where you may be in safety, and under shelter from 
a stwm whidi is brewing, and y/SH soon pour down 
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upon our heads. Without loss of time we diaoor- 
&red and made for a row of trees, fiimuiig a mrinrol 
avenue, which led us to the foot of a mountain, 
where we found a hermitage. 

There was a large and deep grotto which time had 
worn away into the heart of the rock ; and the hand 
of man had added a rude front built of pebbles and 
shell-work, covered all over with turf. Tiie adja- 
cent grounds were strewed with a thousand sorts of 
flowers, which scattered their perfume ; and one was 
pleased to see, hard by the grotto, a small fissuro in 
the mountun, whence a spring rippled with a tin- 
kling noise, and poured its pellucid stream along the 
meadow. At the entrance of Hoa solitary abode 
stood a venerable hennit, seemingly weighed down 
with years. He supported himself with one hand 
upon a staff, and held a rosary of laige beads 
with the other, composed of at least twenty rows. 
His head was almost lost in a Invwn wooll^i cap 
with long ears ; and his beard, whiter than snow, 
swept down in aged majeaty to his wwet. We ad> 
yonced towards him. Father, said I, is it your 
pleasure to allow us shelter from the threatening 
storm ? Come in, my sons, replied the hermit, after 
examining me attentively ; this hermitage is at your 
service, to occupy it during pleasure. As for your 
horse, added he, pointing to the court^yard of his 
mansion, he will be very well off there. My oom- 
panion disposed of the animal accordingly, and we 
foUowed the old man into the grotto. 

No sooner had Ve got in than a heavy rain fell, 



Digmzefl by Google 



THB BBRMIT AND HIS CAVE. 89 

Willi a temfic etorm t£ thunder and li^tning. Hie 
hermit direw himeelf upon his knees before a conae- 
crated image, fastened to the wall, and we followed 
the example of our faoet. Our devotionB ceaaed 
with the anbeiding of the atorm; but as the rain 
contjnned, thou^ with diminiahed violence, and 
ni^it was not' tar distant, the old man said to ua, 
liy sons, you had better not pursue your journey in 
such weather, unlesa your a&irs are preaaing. We 
answered with one consent, that we had nolliing to 
hinder ua from staying theve, but the fear of incom- 
moding him ; but that if tiiere was room for ua in 
the hennitage, we would thank him for a night's 
lodging. You may have it without inoonvenieuce, an- 
swered the hennit, at least the inconvenience will be 
all your own. Your accommodation will be rou^, 
and your meal auch aa a recluse has to offer. 

With this cordial welcome to a homely board, the 
holy personage seated us at a little table, and eet 
before us a lew vegetables, a crust of bread, and a 
{Mtcher of water. My sons, resumed he, you be- 
hold my ordinary &rfl, but to-day I will make a feaat 
in hoepitali^ towards you.' So saying, be fetched a 
little cheese and some nuts, which he threw down 
upon the table. The young man, whose appetite 
was not keen, felt but little tempted by his entertain- 
ment. I perceive, said the hermit to him, that yov 
are accuatomed to better tables than mine, or rather 
that aensuali^ has vitiated your natural relwJii. I 
have been in the world like you. The utmost in- 
gennily of the culinary art, whdlier to stinjulate or 
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soothe die palate, was exerted \>j turns for my graU 

ificatioD. But since I have lived in solitude, my taste 
has recovered its simpliatj. Now, vegetables, fruit, 
and milk, are my greatest dainties ; in a word, I ke^ 
an antediluvian table. 

While be was haranguing t£best this fashion, the 
young man fell into a deep musing. The hermit 
was aware of his inattention. My son, said he, 
something weighs upon your spirits. May we not 
be informed what disturbs youF Open your heart 
to me. Curiosity is not my motive for questioning 
you, but ohaiity, and a desire to be of service. I 
am at a time of lite to give advice, and you periu^ 
are under cimunstonces to stand in need of it. Yes, 
&ther, replied the gentleman with a si^, I doubtless 
do stand in need of it, and will follow yours, nnoe 
you are bo good as to offer it ; I cannot aiq)pose there 
is any risk in unbosoming myself to a man like you. 
Xo, my son, eud the old man, you have nodiing to 
fear, it is under more stately roofs that confidences 
are betrayed. On this assurance the cavalier began 
his story. 



CHAPTER X. 

THE marosr or dox alfbosbo amd the faie MSEiTHiXA. 

I WILL attempt no disguise from you, my vener^ 
aUe Mend, nor &om this geotletnan who completes 
my audience. After the generosity of hie «mduct 
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towwrds me, I shoold be in the wroog to distrust 
him. Yon sludl know my misfortunes &om their 
b^inmng. I am a native of Madrid, ukI came into 
the -world mTSterionsly. An officer of the Giennan 
gnatd, Baron Steinbach hy name, returning home 
one ewning, espied a bundle of fair linen at the foot 
of his staircase. He took it up uid carried it to his 
wife's i^iartznent, where it turned out to be a new- 
born in&nt, wrapped op in very handsome swad- 
dting-clothes, with a note containing an assurance 
that it belonged to persons of condition, who would 
cmne forward and own it at some future period ; and 
the tbrther infiwination that it had been baptized hy 
the name of A^^nso. I was that unfortunate 
Btnnger in the wtn-ld, and this is all that I know 
about myndf. Wh^ier honor or profligacy was the 
nwdve t^ the exposure, the helpless child was equally 
die victim ; whether my unhiqipy mother wanted to 
get rid of me, to conceal an habitual course of scan- 
dalous amours, or whether she had made a sin^ 
deviation &om the path of virtue with a fiuthlees 
lover, and had been obliged to protect her fiune at 
the ezpeuse of nature and tbe maternal feelings. 

However this mi^t be, the baron and his wife 
were tooched by my destitute conditioii* and re- 
solved, as they had no children of tb^ own, to 
bring me up undflr the name of Don Alphonso. An 
I grew in years and stature iheir attachment to me 
Btrengtbened. My manners, genteel before strangers 
and affectionate towards them. Were the theme of 
dnr fbodrnt paoegyiie. In sbcNt, the^ loved me as 
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if I had been their own. Uwten of ewetj descrii^ 
tion were provided for me. My educatioa became 
tbor leading object ; md fiv &om waiting impatiently 
till my parents ebould oftme forward, tbey seemed, 
on the contrary, to wiah that my birth mi^it alwa^'S 
remain a mystery. As soon as the Banm thought 
me old enou^ to bear aims, he sent me into the 
Bervioe. With my ensign's oramniasion, a genteel 
and suitaUe equipment was jHwided &r me ; and, 
^ more effectually to animate me in the career of 
g^ry, my patron pointed out that the path of honor 
waa open to every adventurer, and that the renown 
of a warrior would be so much the more creditable to 
me, as I dtodld owe it to none but myaelf. At the 
eame time he laid open to me the circumstances of 
my birth, which he had hitherto concealed. As I 
had passed for his son in Madrid, and had actually 
thou^t myself so, it must be owned dut this com- 
munication gave me some nneaainess. I could not 
then, nor can I even now, think of it without a sense 
of shame. In proportion as the innate feelings of a 
gmtleman bear testimony to the birth of one, am I 
mortified at being refected and renotmoed by the un- 
natural authors of my being. 

I went to serve in the Low Covntries, but peace 
was concluded in a short time ; and Spain finding 
herself without assailants, thou^ not without 
assassins, I returned to Madrid, where I recaved 
&eA marks of affectum from the Baroo and his wife. 
Bather more than two months after my return, a lit- 
tle page came into my room one morning, and 
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preeentod me wi& a note coiudied nearly in the fol- 
lowing terms : " I am nekher ngly juar crooked, and 
yet yon often see me at my window without the 
tribute of a glanoe. This conduct is little in uniscm 
with the spirit of your physiognomy, and bo tax 
BtingH me to revenge that I will make yon lore me 
if possible." 

On the perusal of thie epistle, there could be no 
doubt but it came from a widow, hj name Leonora, 
who lived opposite our house, and had the character 
of a very great coquette. Hereupon I examined my 
litde meesenger, who had a mind to be on the re- 
serve at first, but a ducat in hand opened the flood- 
gates of his intelligence. He even took charge'of 
an answer to his mistress, confessiiig my guilt, and 
intimating that ite punishment was &r advanced. 

I was not insensible to a conquest even of this 
kind. For the rest of the day, home and my win- 
dow-eeat were the grand attraction ; and the lady 
seemed to have fallen in love with her window-seat 
too. I made signals. She returned them; and on 
the very next day sent me word by her little Mer- 
cury, that if I would be in the street on the following 
night between eleven and twelve, I might converse 
with her at a window on the ground floor. Though 
I did not feel myself very much captivated by so 
coming on a kind of widow, it was impossible not to 
send such an answer as if I was ; and a sort of 
amorous curiosity made me aa impatient as if I had 
really been in love. Iq the dusk of the evening, I 
went saontering up and down the Piado till the 
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hour of mwignarion. Before I could grt to 1117 ttp~ 
p<Miitjnait, a man mounted on a fine horse alighted 
near me, and coming up with a peremptoiy air, Sir, 
said he, are not 70U the son of Bdron Steinbach ? I 
answered in the affirmative. You are the penoa 
then, resumed he, who were to meet Leonora at her 
window to-ni^t ? I have seen her letters and your 
answers ; her page has put than into my hands, and 
I have followed you this evening from your own 
house hither, to let you know you have a rival whose 
pride is not a little wounded at a oompetidcHi with 
yourself in an a&ir <^ the heart. It would be un- 
necessary to say more. We are in a retired place ; 
let us theref(»e draw, unless, to avoid the chastise 
ment in store for you, you wilt give me your word 
to break off all connection with Leonora. Sacrifice 
in my &vor all your hopes and interest, or your life 
must be the forfeit. It had been better, said I, to 
have insured my gennosity by good manners, than 
to extort my oompliance by menaces. I might have 
granted to your request what I must refuse to this 
insolent demand. 

Well then, resumed he, tying up his horse and 
preparing for the encounter, let us settle our dispute 
like men. Little could a person of mj condition 
have stomached the debasement of a request, to a 
man of your quality. T*ime out of ten in my rank 
would, under such circumstances, have taken their 
revenge on tenos of lees honor but more safety. I 
felt myself exasperated at this last insinaation, so 
that, seeing he had already drawn his sword, mine 
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did not Imger in the Bcabbard. We fell on one 
another with so much iury, that dtc engagement £d 
not laet long. Wliether fau attack was made with 
too much beat, or m^ skill in fendng was Bi^>erior, 
he aomi reoeaved a mortal wound. He sta^ered, 
and dnqq>ed dead opon the spot. In such a situ^ 
tion, having no altematiTe bat an immediate escape, 
I mounted the bone of my antagonist, and went off 
in the direction of Toledo. llieTe was no Tentoring 
to return to Banm Stcinbach's, since, beaidee the 
danger of the attempt, the narrative of my adventure 
frcnn my own mouth would only afflict him the more, 
80 that nothing WM eo eligible as an immediate de- 
campment from Madrid. 

Chewing the cud of my own melancholy reflection, 
I travelled onwards the remainder of the ni^t and 
all the next morning. But about noon it became 
neceasary to stop, both ibr the sake of my horae and 
to avoid the insupportable fierceness of the mid-day 
heat. I staid in a village till sunset, and then, in- 
tending to read) Toledo without drawing bit, went 
on my way. I had already got two leagues beyond 
IDeecas, vdten, aboa^ midnight, a storm like that of 
to-day overtook me as I was jogging along the road. 
Utere was a garden wall at some little distance, and 
I rode up to it. For want of any more commodious 
shelter, my horsc^s station and my own were ar- 
ranged, as comfortably as circumetances would 
admit, near tlie door of a summer-4iouse at the end 
of the wall, with a balcony over it. Leaning against 
the door, I discovered it to be open, owing, as I 
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thooght, to the negligence of the servuits. Having 
dismounted, less from curiositj than for the sake of 
a better ataoding, aa tlie rain had been very txouble- 
wme under the balcony, I vent into the lower part 
of the aammer-houae, leading my horse by the 
bridle. 

My amuaement during the atoim was in recon- 
noitring my quarters ; and though I had nothing to 
finm an opinion by, but the lurid gleams of the 
lightoing, it was very evident that such a house must 
belong to some family above the common. I was 
wuting anxiously till the rain abated, to set forward 
again on my journey ; but a great light at a distance 
made me change my purpose. Leaving my horse 
in the summer-house, with the precaudou of fasten- 
ing the door, I made for the light, in the assurance 
that they were not all gone to bed in the house, and 
with the intention of requesting a lodging fbr the 
night. After crossing several walks, I came to a 
saloon, and here, too, the door was left open. On 
my entrance, from the nu^nificence so handsomely 
displayed by the light of a fine crystal lustre, it was 
easy to conclude that this mus^ be the residence of 
some illustrious nobleman. The pavement was of 
marble, the wainscot richly carved and gilt, the pro- 
portions of architecture tastefidly preserved, and the 
ceiling evidently adorned by the masterpieces of the 
first artists in fresco. But what particularly engaged 
my attraitioQ, was a great niunberof busts, and those 
of Spanish heroes, supported on jasper pedestals, 
and ranged round the saloon. There was oppor- 
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tasakj enough fcx exuniniiig all this splendor, since 
dtrae was not eren a foot-&ll, nor the shadow of any 
one gliding along the passage, though my ears and 
«yee were incessoatty on the watch for some in- 
hatatant of this biry desert. ' 

On one side of the saloon there wsa a door ajar ; 
1^ pushing it a little wider open, I discovered a 
nngeof i^mtments, with a li^t onlyin the&rthest. 
What is to be done now P bought I within myself. 
Shall I go back, or take the liberty of marching iai- 
ward, even to that chamber? To be sure, it was 
otmoue that the most pmdent step would be to make 
good my retreat ; but curiosity was not to be re- 
plied, or rather, to epeak more truly, my star was 
in its ascendant. Advancing boldly from room to 
room, at length I reached that where the light was. 
It was a wax taper <m a marble stab, in a magnifi- 
cent candlestick. The first object that cau^t my 
eye was the gay furniture of this summer abode ; but 
soon afterwards, casting a look towaids a bed, of 
which the curtains were half undrawn on account of 
the heat, an object arrested my attention, which 
engrossed it with the deepest interest. A young 
lady, in spite of the thanderc^>s which had been 
pealing round her, was sleeping there, motionless 
and nndisturbed. I approadied her very gently, and 
by the light of the taper I had seized, a complexion 
and features the most dazzling were submitted to my 
gaze. My spirits were all afloat at the discovety. 
A sensation of transport and delight came over me ; 
but however my feelings might harass my own heart, 
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my conviction of her hi^ birth checked every pre- 
nimptuouB hope, and awe obtained a complete 
victory over desire. While I was drinJdng in floods 
of adoration at the shrine of her beauty, the goddess 
of my booiage awoke. 

Yoa may well sappoee her consternation, at seeing 
a man, an ntter struigcr, in her bed-Kshamber, and at 
midni^it. She was terrified at this strange ap- 
pearance, and uttered a loud shriek. I did my beet 
to restore her composure, and throwing myself on 
my knees ia the humblest posture. Madam, said I, 
fear nothing. My business here is not to hurt you. 
I was going on, but her alarm was so great tliat she 
was incapable of hearing my excuses. She called 
her women with a most vehement importunity, and 
as she could get no answer, die threw over her a 
thin ni^t^wn at the foot of the bed, nuhed nqiidly 
ont of the room, and darted into the iqwrtmenta I 
had crossed, still calling her female establishment 
about her, as well as a younger sister whom she bad 
under her care. I looked for nothing lees than a 
posse of strapping footmen who were likely, without 
bearing my defence, to execute summary justice on 
so audacious a culprit ; but by good luck, at least 
for me, her cries were to no purpose ; they only 
roused an old domestic, who would have been but a 
Bony knight had any raviaher or magician invaded 
her repose. NcTertheless, assaniing somewhat of 
course from his presence, she asked me haughtily 
who I was, by what inlet and to what purpose I had 
presumptoouely gained admission into her bouse. I 
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b^aii then to eater oa my exculpatioti, and liad no 
Kwner declared that the open door of the eammer- 
house in the garden had invited my entrance, than 
An exclaimed, as if thunderetnidc, Just heaven 1 
what an idea darts across my mind I 

As she ottered these words, she caught at ihe wax 
li^t on the table ; then ran thzoogh all the apart- 
ments one after another, without finding eith^ her 
attendants or her sister. She remained, too, that 
all their personals and wardrobe were carried off. 
ITith such a comment on h«: hasty su^cions, she 
came up to me, and said, in die hurried accent of 
suspense and perturbation, Traitor I add not hy- 
pocrisy to your other crimes. Chance has not 
brought you hither. You are in the train of Don 
Ferdinand de Leyva, and are an accomplice in his 
guilt. But hope not to esct^ ; there are still people 
enough about me to secure you. Madam, said I, 
do not confound me with your enemies. Don Fer- 
dinand de Leyva is a stranger to me ; I do not even 
know who you are. You see before you an outcast, 
whom an affair of honor has compelled to fly from 
Madrid ; and I swear by whatever is most sacred 
among men, that had not a storm overtaken me, I 
should never have set my foot over your threshold. 
Entertain, then, a more favorable opinion of me. So 
fax from suspecting me for an accomplice in any plot 
against you, believe me ready to enlist in your de> 
fence, and to revenge your wrongs. These last 
wends, and still more the sincere tone in which they 
wete deliver^, convinced the lady of my innocence, 
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snd.she.aeeDwd no.IiHigw to look .e» me u -her 
enairjr ; bnt if her anger abited, it wsa only thit- 
her grief might nrsy more abeoliitely. ^le begaa 
weeping moat bilteriy. Her tears : called forth- 
my sympathy, and my sfflictton wa».scaioefy leUt- 
poignant than ha*- own, tbou^ the oaoBe^^ this 
contagious sorrow was sdU to be ascertaiiied. Yet 
it was not enough to ntingle my tean with hers ; in 
my impadmce to become her defender and avenger, 
an impulse of torifie fiiry name over me. Madami 
exclaimed I, iriiat outrageiiave you eustuiMd? Let 
me know it, and your injuries ore mine. Woidd 
you have me hunt out Dob J'eidioaod, and atabhint' 
to the heart? (My.tell me on whom yoor jusdee 
would &11, BQ&.th^ shall suffer. You have only 
to give the word. Whatever dangers, whatevw. 
certun evils . may be attendant on the exooution of 
your ordere, the unlmown, whom you dtonght to be 
in league with your enemiee, will bmre them all in.- 
your cause. 

This enr^tarad devotion surprised the iaiyr aad 
stopped the flowing of her tears. Ah I sir, said she, 
forgive diis suspicitm, and. atlxibitte it to the^ Uin^ 
nesB of my.otuel fate, A nobility of aenfianent Uk» 
this speaks at once to the heart of Sen^rfuns; and 
while it undeceives, makes jne the leas recline . at: a 
stranger being witness of so afBxmt xiSered to my 
&mily. Yes, I own n^ error, and revolt not, ua-* 
known as you are, from your pro&ied aid. But 
the death of Don FerdiBand. is not what I teqotre. 
Well* thn,. madam, resamed I,, of what nature, are 
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the services you would eiijoin me ? Sir, r^)lied Sera- 
jdiijDK, the gnmnd of my oomplftint is this. Don 
Fczdiiutid de Leyra is ^lamonred of my raster Julia, 
irixxu he met Trith by acctdent-at Toledo, where we 
for ihe most part reside. Three months since, he 
ai&ed her in marriage of the Count de Polan, n^ 
&thcr, who refustti his consent on account of bq old 
grudge mbeisting between the fiunilies. My sister 
is not yet fifteen ; she must have been tDdisoreet 
enough to ibllow the evil coonsels of my woman, 
whom Don Ferdinand has doubtless bribed; and 
this daring ruffian, advertised of our being alone at 
dor country-booBe, has takrai the opportunity of caiw 
rying off Julia. At least I should lilce to know what 
faidiDg^plBce he has chosen to deposit her in, that my 
fitfber and my brother, wbo have been these two 
months at Madrid, may take their measures accord- 
ingly. For heaven's sdce, added she, give yourself 
the trouble of gramintng the neighborhood of TcJedo, 
an act so h^ous cannot escape detection, and my 
family will owe you a debt of everlasting gratitude. 
The lady was litde aware how unseasonable aa 
empk^ment she was thrusting upon me. My escape 
from Castile oould not be too soon effected ; and yet 
how should such a reflection ever enter into her head, 
when it WM completely superseded in mine by a more 
powerful suggestion? Delighted at finding myself 
nnpoftant to ^ most lovely creature in the universe, 
I caug^ at the commission with eagerness, and prom- 
ised to acquit myself of it with equal zeal and indus- 
try. In Act, I did not wait for daylneak, to go 
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about fulfilling mj engagement. A faiutjr leaTe of - 
paraphilia gave me occasion to beg lier pardon for 
the alarm I had caused her, and to aseore her that 
she should speedily hear somewhat of my adventore. 
I went out as I came in, but so wr^ped up in ad- 
miration of the lady, that it was palpable I was com- 
pletely cau^t. My sense of this truth was the nM»e 
confirmed by the eagerness with which I embarked 
in her cause, and by the romantic, gayly-colored bub- 
bles which my passion blew. It struck my iancy 
that Seraphina, though engrossed by her affliction, 
had remarked the hasty birth of my love, without 
being displeased at the discovery. I even flattered 
myself that if I could fiimieh her with any certain 
intelligeuce of her sister, and the business should 
terminate in any degree to her satisftction, my part 
in it would be remembered to my advantage. 

Don Alpbonso broke the thread of his disooorse 
at this passage, and eaid to our aged host, I b^ your 
paidoa, &tfaer, if the fuloees of my passion should 
lead me to dilate too long upon particulars, weari^ 
eome and uninteresting to a stranger. No, my son, 
replied the hermit, sucb particulars are not weari- 
some : I am interested to know the state and prog- 
ress of your passion for ^ young lady you are 
speaking of; my counsels will be influea<%d by the 
minute detail you are ^ving me. 

With my &ncy heated by these seductive images, 
resumed the young man, I was two days hunting after 
Julia's ravisher : but in vain were all the inquiries that 
ooold be made ; by no means I could devise was the 
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leBst trace of Hm to be discovered. Deeply m(»ti- 
fied at die imsuccessM iseue of my eearcb, I bent 
my BtepB back to Seraphina, whom I pictured to my- 
self as overwhelmed with imeasiness. Yet she was 
in better Bpirit« than mig^t have been expected. 
She infoimed me that her success had been betted 
thaa mine ; for she had learned how her siater was 
disposed of. She had received a letter from Don 
Fodinand himself, importing that after being pri- 
TStely married to Jolia, he had placed her in a con- 
voit at Toledo. I have sent his letter to my fadier, 
panned Seraphina. I hope the adair may be ad- 
jnsted amicabty, and that a solemn marriage will 
Boon extingoieh the feuda which have so long kept 
our respective families at variance. 

When the lady had thus informed me of her sis' 
ter's fitte, ^e b^an Timfciiig an apology for the trou- 
ble she had given me, as well as the danger into 
whidi she mi^t imprudently have thrown me, by 
engaging my services in pm'suit of a ravisher, with-' 
out lecolleoting what I had told her, that an affiiir 
of honor had been the occasion of my flight. Her* 
excnses were couched in such flattering terms,' as to 
convert her very overei^t into an obligation. As 
rest was desirable for me a^er my journey, she con- 
ducted me Into the saloon, where we sat down U^ 
gether. She wore an undress gown of white taffety 
with black stripes, and a little hat of the same ma- 
teriak with black feathers ; which gave me reason to 
suppose that she mi^t be a widow. But she looked 
so yoong, that I scarcely knew what to think of it. ' 
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If'I wM all impNtMit to get at her hiitoiy, ah* 
WM not lees eo to know vrho I ww. Ste beaou^ 
DM to aoquaiot her tnik my oauM, not doobtmg, m 
■he kmdly ezpreaaed it, by my noble air, and atill 
more by the generoua pity whidi had made me enter 
M> warmly.into her intereata, that I belonged to aome 
oonaidraahle fiunily. The question was not a little 
{MiT|dQzing. My color came and went, my ngitatiftn 
waa extreme : and I most own that, with leas repo^ 
naooe to the meanneBa of a &laehood than to the 
acknowledgment of a diagiaoefiil truth, I answered 
tiiat I WM the eoa of Boron Steinbacji, an officer of 
the German guard. Tell me, likewiae, reaumed the 
lady, wlgr you left Madrid. Before you answer my 
question, I will insure you all my fiuber'e credit, as 
wdl aa that of my brother Don Gaapard* It is tbe 
laast mark of gratitude I can bestow on a gentlemaa 
who, for my service, haa neglected tbe preaerTation' 
even c£ hie own life. Withoat further heaiutian, I 
aoqtwiated her with ail ihs drcomstanoea of my reo>' 
counter : she laid the whole blame on my deoeased- 
antagonist, and eng^iged to intweet all her &iaily io 
my &Tor. 

When I bad satasBed her ourioaily, it seemed not' 
unreasonable to plead in fiivor of my own. I ii^ 
quired whether she was maid, wife, or widow. It 
is three yean, answered ahe, since my &dier made 
me marry Don Bi^o de Lara ; and I have been a 
widow these fifteen nxHithB. Madam, aaid I, by 
what misfortune wfinyoar wedded joys so soon in* 
termptod? lam-goingto-iBfenB you, sir, resu m ed 
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Ute'lady, inretncn fiir the confidenoe yott'-hsveTe- 
poMd in me. 

DonDie^ de-Ijara tra -mTtry degmt «»1 atxaav 
idisbed gentlemaB- bat, though his nSSetOa/SBiar me 
WW ezbrane, and ereiy daf w«a witneesto Bonis 
■ aUa i init at giving me pleasure, mch as tbe nuwt im- 
pBseioned and moat tender lover, puts -ia {nwctice to 
■win the smile of her be lores ; tbdngfa he had a 
qualities, my heart: waa un-^ 
[.b^ all his merit. Ixtre ia not alwa^rs the 
g ftp rin g dtber of aaaidm^or desert. Alas I we are 
oftan aqitiratod at firet'sig^ by we know net whom, 
Bsr why, nra- bow; To lore, then, was not- in my 
power. 'fifcxetliBeoncertedthan gratified by his r»- 
pcated officeaof tendecneea, which I reoeared with a 
ftrcedr oourteay, hot without real pleaavre, if I ao* 
eaaed m^elf in secret of ingratitude, I still thoi^fat 
n^rsdf an object as much of pity, as of censure. To 
Us nn^MjyJTipm and my own, his delicacy more than 
kept pace with his affectum. Sab an action or a 
i^ieecb of mine, but he unzaTclIed all its hidden mo- 
tiresr-and ftihomed all my thoughts, almost before 
tlK7 arose. The inmoat reoesaes of my heart were 
laid c^Kuto his pmetiation. He conplained with- 
out oeanng of. my- indifference:; and. esteemed him- 
aelf onlyso uuv^ themore .unfbrtmiate in not being 
abletA {dcaae me, as ha waa well assured that no 
rival stood in .hit way^ ibr. I was Joaieely sixteen 
years oid ; and, before httpaid his addMasei to mej 
he had.tampaed with my woman, who had assured 
Umi Aat ao qpe hadr Intharto «Unet«d-my atfention; 
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Yee, Serapbiiia, he would often say, I could hEve 
been contented that you had preferred eotne other to 
i&TBelf , and that ihere were no mora &tal caoae of 
your insensibility. My attentionB and your own prin- 
ciplee wonhl get the better of such a juvenile prepos- 
Hflsioii ; but I despair of triumphing over your cold- 
ness, since your heart is impenetrable to all the love 
I have lavished on you. Wearied with the Tepetition 
of the same etrun, I told him that instead of distmrb- 
ing his T^Kwe and mine by this excess of delicacy, 
be would do better in trusting to the. effects erf* time. 
In &ct, at my age, I could not be expected to enter 
into the refinemente of so sentimental a passion ; and 
Don Di^o should have waited, aa I warned him, for 
a riper period and mora staid reflection. But, find- 
ing that a whole year had elapsed, and that he was 
no forwarder in my favor than on the first day, he 
lost all patience, or rather, his brain became di»^ 
tracted. Affecting to have important businesB at 
cotirt, he took his leave, and went to serve as a vol- 
unteer in the Low Countries ; where he soon found 
in the chances of war what he went to seek, the ter- 
mination of his sufferings and of his life. ■ 

After the lady had finished her recital, her hus- 
band's unconunon character became the topic of our 
discourse. We were interrupted by the arrival of a 
courier, charged witii a letter for Sen^hina &bm the 
Count de Polan. She begged my permission to read 
it ; and as she went on, I observed he* to grow pale; 
and to become dreadfolly agitated. When she had 
finished, she raised her eyes upwatd, heaved a long 
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aig^, and Her fiux was in a momeat bathed with her 
tears. Her sorrow sat heavily od wj feelings. My 
sinrits were greatly disturbed ; and, aa if it were a 
tiHcwaming of the blow impending over my head, a 
death-like shudder crept throu^ my &ame, and my 
fiMuIties were all benumbed. Madam, said I, id 
accents half choked with ^(prehension, may I ask 
of what dire events that letter brings the tadings? 
Take it, sir, answered Seraphina most doldully, 
while she held out the letter to me. Bead for your- 
self what my &tlier has written. Alas I you are but 
too dei^Iy concerned in the contents. 

At these words, which made my blood run cold,' 
I took the letter with a trembling hand, and found 
in it the following inteUigence : "Your brother^ 
Don Gaspaid, fou^t yesterday at the Prado. He 
received a small sword wound, of which he died this 
day ; and declared before he breatibed his last that his 
anti^nist was tlie son of Baron Steinbach, on offi< 
eer of tbe German guard. As misfortunes never 
come alone, the murderer has eluded my vengeance 
by flight ; but wherever he may have concealed him- 
self, no pains shall be spared to hunt him out. I 
am g(Hng to write to the magistrates all round the 
oonntry, irito will not foil to take him into custody, 
if he poseea through any of the towns in Uieir juris- 
diction, and by tlie notices I am going to circulate, 
I hope to cut off his retreat in the country or at tbe- 
•eqwrts. — The Comrr de Polan." 

Concave into what a ferment this letter threw all 
my tho<q;ibtS'. ' I remained for some moments mo- 
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titwlew and without the power of: speed). In the 
midBt of mj confiuum, I too plaiid; saw thedestrno 
ttve bearing of Don Gaapaid's death on the pHssion 
I had imbibed. My despair waa imboaiided at the 
tiioi^^. I threw injBelf at Senqihina's feet, and 
offering her mj naked sword, Madam, said I, spare 
the Count de PaUn the necesnty of seeking hoAet 
for a man who might posaibly withdraw himself &om 
his resentment. Be youradf the avenger of ywa 
brother : offer up his murderer as the victim d your 
own handc now, stiilce the Uow. Ijet this very 
weiqKm, which terminated faia life, cut short tlw sad 
reamant of his adT^aary's days. iSir, aaswcDsd 
SoEBphina, a little iwflsaad b;- my hAanot, I loved 
Don QaspBzd, bo dnt thoo^ you killed him in fiui 
and manly hostility, aad tboogfa be broaght his 
death upon himself, you may rest assured that X 
take up my Other's quarrel. Yes, Don Alpbonso, 
lam your decided enemy, and will do against you 
all that the ties of blood and Mendsh^ require at 
my handsi But I will not take advantage of yoor 
evil star : in Tain boa it delivered you into my grasp : 
if honw anas me against you, the aame aentiment- 
forbida to pursue a cowaidly revenge. The rights 
of hoepitalily must be inviolable, and I will not- 
tepay such service as you have rendered me with 
the treatdwry- of an aasasain. Fly I make your- 
escape, if you can, from our pursuit and from the 
rigor of the laws, and save yoor f<»^t life from the- 
dABg«n diat beset it 
• . What then, madam, rettmud' I, when veageonoft' 
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itin yoor own faaada^ do joa turn it over to dit 
lam, which nu^, periu^, be too slow for yoar 
iaqxttieace ? Kay 1 nther stab a wreteh who is not 
worthy of yoar forbearance. No, madam, maiotaid 
not BO nofala and bo gecenma a }»Y>ceeding witii ona 
liln me. Do yon know who I am? ^11 -Madrid 
takea me for Baron Stdnbach's son ; yet am I w^ 
vag better than a fotrndling;, yrbota he brought up 
from charity. I know not even who were guilty c^ 
my existence. No matter, intermpted Sen^duna, 
with i^ecipitation, as if my hut wotds bad given her 
new oneanaess, thm^ yoa were the lowest of man* 
kind I would do what bonM bidi; Well, madam, 
aaid I, fflaoe a brother's death is insuffioient-to conitA 
yonr'thint afttn-my blood, I will exaeperate your 
hatred still &rther by a new o£Fence, of whidi I 
tract yno will nev^ pardon the boldness. I dote on 
yoa : I could not btbold your chaims without being 
dazzled by them : and, in apite of the cloud in 
wbidt my destiny was enveloped, I hod cherished 
Ae hope of being united to ytnt. I was so inftto- 
ated by vtf passion, or rather by my pride, aa to 
flatter myself that bearen, ivhieh perhaps conceals 
from me my birth in mercy, might discorer it one 
day, and enable me without a blush to acquaint yoa 
with my real name. After this injmnons avowal, 
can you hestate a moment about punishing me? 

Tina niflh declaration, replied the lady, would 
deuhdeas prove o^saive at any other seaaoni but I 
forgive it in- conBideraitML of the trouble which 
bevilders you. Besides, n^ own condition ao enw 
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grcwees me, as to render me deaf to sny etraiige 
ideas that may escape you. Oooe more, Don Al- 
f^MMiso, added she, shedding tears, begone &r fiom 
a house viadi you have cast into mourning ; ereiy 
moment of your longer stay adds pungency to my 
distresB. I no longer oppose your wiU, madam, 
returned I, preparing to take my leave : aboenoe 
from you muflt then be my portion : but do not aap- 
pose that, anxious for the preservation of a M£e which 
is become hateful to you, I go to seek an asylum 
where I may be sheltered from your search. No, no ; 
I bare my breast to your resraitment. I shall wwt 
with impatience at Toledo for the fato which you 
design me ; and by surrendering at onoe to my pur- 
suers, shall myself forward the completion of my 



At the condusion of this speech I withdrew. My 
horse was returned to me, and I went to Toledo, 
where I abode ei^t days, and really with so little 
care to conceal myself, that I know not how or why 
I have escaped an arrest ; for I cannot suppose that 
the Count de Polan, whose whole sonl is set on cut- 
ting off my retreat, should not have been aware that 
I was likely to pass throu^ Toledo. Yesterday I 
left tliat town, where it should seem as if I was 
tared of my liberty, and without betaking myself to 
any fixed course of travelling, I came to this hramit^- 
age, like a man who had no reason to be ashamed 
of showing himself. Such, ftther, was the cause 
of my absence and distraction. I beseech you to 
assist me with your counsels. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

fHE OLD BMtUar TUMMB OUT Mt SXTSMIMBlWtRT eMMlUa, 

ABD eiL BLAB Fmoa bimbblp amosb a/a fosMxs ao- 

HUAlBTAirCB. 

When Don Alfonso had ooncluded the meUn- 
cJMdy retntal of his miBfoituneB, tlie old hermit said 
to him, My bod, you have be«i ezceesiTely rash in 
taiTjing so long at Toledo. I consider in a -veej 
different li^t from that you affect to place it in, 
what you have told me of your etoiy ; and your lore 
for Sen^hina aeemfl to me to be sheer madness. 
Take my word for it, yon will do well to cancel that 
yonng kdy &om your remonbrance ; she never oaa 
be of your communion. Betreat lilce a skilfid gen- 
eral, when yon cannot act with effect on the offen- 
sive ; and pursue your fortune on another field, 
where success may smile on your endeavors. You 
will be terribly out of luck to Idll ihe brother of the 
next young lady who may chance to succeed this 
<mly poBsihlfl object of your affection. 

He was going to add many other inducements to 
resignation, in such a case as Don Alphonso's, when 
we saw another hermit enter our retreat, with a well 
■tuSed vrallet slung across his shoulders. He was 
on his return, with the charitable contributionB <^ 
•Q the good folks in the town of Cuen^ ; and the 
gathering did credit to the religion of the age. He 
looked younger than his companion, in spite of his 
thick, fbzy beard. Welcome home, brother An-- 
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tooj, SBid the eUn of the two reduaea ; what newt 
do you bring ua &om town? Bad enoo^, aiunrered 
the carroty friar, patting into his hands a p^>er, 
{bided in the form of a lett^ ; thia little inatrnment 
will inform you. The hoary sage opened it, and 
after reading on with an increased attention, aa the 
contents seemed to grow more interesting, ex- 
claimed, Heaven's will be done I Since the oom- 
bustion ia aitiicqiated, we have only to &11 in 
with the. humor of our &te. Let us change our 
dialect, Bignor.Don Alphonso I pursued he, ad- 
dressing his disoourae to my young companion; 
you behold in me a man, like yourself, who has 
been a broad mail: for the wantonneaa of fortune to 
take aim At. Woid is aent me from Cuenfa, a town 
at the distance of a league hence, that some bai^- 
biter has been blackening my bir fame in the eateem 
of juatice ; who iB ooming wid) her hue and cry to 
disturb the npoee of these rural scenes, and to lay 
her paw i^ran my person. Bat ao old fox is too 
cunning to be can^t in a tn^. This is not the 
first time that I hare cut and run before the Uood' 
hounds of the law. But, tbaoks to myself for hav- 
ing my wita about me, I have fthrayB ended the 
chase in a whole akin, and held n^eelf in readiness 
Sat another. It ia now time to assume another 
form ; for, whether you like me best in my old sldn- 
or my new, I cast my hermit's decrepit slou^, to 
bask in the aunahine of youth and vigor. 

To suit the action to the word, he tlocrw off the 
anoBmbrapce of bis ecdesiaaric a l petticoat) and stood' 
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Amli to new in a doablet .of Uadc KKge with 
lUahed sleeves. Then off went his cap, uid snap 
wd^ a string, which' n^^rted the Jioaiy homws of 
a beard, and our anchorite was at once transfiamed 
to a brawn; ruffian of eightr^nd-twentf or thirty. 
Brother Antony, fiiUowing a good example, di»- 
carded the outward show of religion, treated hia 
fieiy beard as the snowy one had been handled just 
. before, and pulled out of an old worm-eaten trunk a 
•ony rag of a cassock, with which he invested his 
pcmon. But what words can exiwess my surprise, 
when SignOr Don Raphael pceaeoted himself to my 
view, like « plweoix from the ashes of the old bead- 
couiter ! To com{deto the trick of the pantomime, 
brother Antony was turned into my fiuthiul vassal 
and trusty squire, Ambrose de Lamela. Here are 
iPJi ^ ^f!] | M I jezdaimed !» in a quandary ; as &r as I 
can pooeire, we are all hul fellow well met I You 
never were more iuclgr in your life. Signer Gil Bias, 
•aid Don Raphael, wids a brazen-iaced good humor ; 
you have &Uen among old fiiends when you least 
expected it. It must be owned yon hare a crow to 
pluck with OB ; but let the past be buried.in obliv.< 
ion, and thank heaven, here we are together i^[ain. 
Ambrose and I will serve under your banner ; and 
let me tell you, you wiU have Bubaltems of no OMi- 
temptible prowess. You may object to our moials ; 
but they are better in the main than many a hyp&> 
elite's pretensions. We never assassinate, and lanly 
maltreat ; and that in pure self-d^nca. Tlie only 
liber^ we take with aooie^ is to live at free qnar- 
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containing some little spice of injuBtice, the neoee- 
sity we labor under of conunitting it restores its 
equilibrium to the scale. Even join your fortune 
with ours : you will lead a life of hazard, but of 
variety. Our predatory peregrinations hare every 
pastorsl beauty except innocence, and the want of 
ihat is more than counterpoised by subtlety and 
stratagem. Not but, with all our forecast, a ceiv 
tain mechanical concatenation of second causes 
sometimes frustrates our best concerted projects, 
and drags our philosophy througji the mire. But a 
ducking now and then only makes us swim the bet- 
ter. The seasons most all be taken in their turns : 
the blanks as wdl as the prizes must be drawn in 
the cheating lottery of life. 

Coorteous stranger, pursued the pretended hermit, 
speakiog to Don Alphonso, we extend the proposal 
of partnership to you, and it may be a question 
whether you will better yourself by rejecting it, in 
die lamentable condition of your affiiirs ; for, to say 
nothing of the oiiance medley for which you are at 
hide and seek, your fortune is probably a little out 
at elbows. Most lamentably so, said Don Alphonso; 
and hence, since the truth must out, are my fbr^ 
bodings more dark than even my present evils. 
That is the very thing t replied Don R^hael. You 
were sent by oar b^ter genius to join the party. 
You will find no such good birth in the honest port 
of the world. Your wants will all be supplied, and 
you may laugh at the vigilance of your pursuers.' 
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There is not a comer in all Spain which we have 
not ferried out ; thoee who are always on the scam- 
per see a great deal of the oountiy. AVe are perfect 
connoisaeurs in landacape, and affect Salvator Bosa's 
niggled scenery. There we graze in peace and free- 
dom, secure &om the bnitalily of justice. Don Al- 
phonso expressed himself very much obliged to them 
tac their Idnd invitation ; and finding neither money 
in his purse, nor contrivance to procure it in his 
pOTcranium, mode up his mind at once not to stand 
upon punctilio witli morality. I too was led into a 
looser course than agreed with my rigid priuci|des, 
by a growing friendship for this young man, whom 
I could not find in my heart to abandon in so per- 
ilous an enterprise. 

We all four agreed to set off in a body, and never 
to put ccHnpany. The question was pot whether 
we should sound a retreat on the instant, or first 
give a peremptory summons to a fiagon of excellent 
wine, which brother Antony had invested by regular 
i^proaches at Cueu^ a the day before ; but Raphael, 
a more e:q>erienced general than any of ua, repre- 
sented that the first thing to be done was to render 
oar own camp impregnable, ior which purpoae he 
proposed that we should march all night, to gun a 
very thick wood between Villardesa and Almodabar, 
where we should halt, as in a friendly country, and 
recruit after the fiitigues of the campaign. These 
general orders were improved of in council. Onr 
lay hermits then went about packing up their bag- 
gage and proviuoos, which were awung in two 
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We were not long in our preparationfi, after which 
wfl sheered off from the hermitage, leaving a ridi 
booty to legal nqune in the saintly paraphemaHa of 
the two hermits ; including a white beard and a red 
one, two rickety bedsteads, a table without a 1^, a 
diest without a bottom, two chairs without aoy seats, 
and an unmntalated image of St. Facomo. 

Our march was continued the whole night, and we 
began to chafe and feel other incouTenienoes, when 
at daybreak we hailed the wood where our toils were 
to end. Sailors after a long voyage work the ship 
with doable alaciity at the sight of their native land. 
So it was with us ; we pushed forward, and got to our 
jonmey's end by annrise. Dashing into the tlnckeet 
of the wood, we pitched upon a retired and pleasant 
spot, where the turf was circled in by tall and 
branching oaks, whose gigantic limbs, interwoven 
over our heads, formed a natural vault, not to be 
penetrated even by noon-day heat. We took ibe 
bridle off ^ horse to let him feed after he was un- 
loaded. Then down we sat, pulling ont of brother 
Antony's wallet some large pieces of bread and good 
substantial bUcgs of roast meat, at which we b^an 
paging with all possible pertinadty. Nevertheless, 
let our appetites be as obstinate as they mi^t, we 
every now and then suspended the fray to spar a 
IttUe with the flagon, which returned our blows till 
it made ns reel again. 

About tlie end of the conflict, Don Baphael said 
to Don Alphonso, My brave comrade, after the cod- 
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£dence you have reposed in me, it is bnt fiur that in 
my torn I ebould recount the history of my life to 
you with the same sincerity. You will do me a 
great favor, answered the young man. And an equal 
one to me, chimed in I. My curiosity is all alive 
to know your adventures, for doubtless they must 
afford much matter of usefiil speculation. You may 
'rest assm^d of that, replied Don Baphael; and I 
mean to leave bdiind me a history of my own times. 
The composition shall be the amusement of my old 
age, for I am as yet in the prime of life, and mean 
to fhnii^ in propri& person^ many new hints for my 
oommonplac^book. But we are all weary ; 1^ us 
recmit with some hours of sleep. While we three 
lie down, Ambrose shall keep watch for fear of a 
muprise, and shall then take a nap in his turn. For 
tbong^, to all appearance, we are here in perfect 
Baiety, it is always good to keep a sentry at the out- 
posts. After this precaution he stretched himself 
along upon the grass. Don Alphonso did the same. 
I followed their example, and TjnmlA performed the 
office of a scout. 

Don Alphonso, so &r from getting any rest, was 
incessantly brooding over his misfortunes, and I could 
not get a wink of sleep. As for Don Raphael, he 
anored most sonorously. But he awoke in little 
more than an hour, when, finding us in a listening 
mood, he eud to I^amela, My friend Ambrose, you 
may now yield to the gentle influence of Morpheus. 
Xo, no, answered Lamela, my sleepy fit is over ; 
and thon^ X know all ^na paasages of your lifo by 
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rote, they are so inetnictive to the proctdtionen of 
our art luid mjeteiy, that I do not care how often I 
hear the tale over again. Without fiirther pre&oe, 
Don Baphael begm the narrative of hia adTentuies 
in tiiese terms. 
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BOOK THE FIFTH. 



CSAJ'TES I. 

mSTORT or DOS RAPRAXL. 

I lUDE my entrance on the stage of liffa at Madrid, 
where my mo&er was an actress, iamouB for her 
dtBtnatic, aul in&mous for her intriguing talentS' 
Her name was Ludnda. Ab for my iather, ereiy 
man most have one ; but my ariilimetio is too BCan^ 
to determine the nmnber of mine. It might indeed 
be a matter of history, that such or Buch a man of 
fiuhion was i1 Angling after my mother at Ute ^todi 
of my arrival in this system ; but then, that mss^ 
bet would by no means warrant a deduction that any 
individual gallant of the mother must therefore be the 
fidher of the child. A lady, bo eminfflit as she was 
in BoiHittmonB and wholesalea profession, most have 
many strings to her bow ; where her blandishments 
are nrost publicly lavished, her &vot8 are most 
sparingly bestowed : there is a show article or two 
for public exhibition, but her every-day wares are 
die^, and hackneyed to the meanest purchaser. 

There is nothing like taking scandal by the beard, 
and treating die opinion of the world with heroic in- 
difference. Lndndsi instead of cooping me up in a 
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garret at home, made no scrapie about owning her 
little bastard, but took me in her band to the theatre 
Tritfa a modest assoraoce, regardless how the tongue 
of romor mi^t babble at her expense, or hoir the 
laugh of malice might peal at my unlucky appeal^ 
ance. Li short, I was her pet, and came in for the 
caresses of all the men who frequented the house. 
One would have sworn that nature pleaded in my 
&Tor, and inspired ea/^ of them witb a father'e pride 
in the brat they had clubbed for. The twelve firet 
years of my life were eufifered to waste away in bU 
kinds of fiivolous amusements. Scarcely did they 
teach me to read and write. Still lees was it thought 
of any consequence to initiate me in the principles 
of my religion. To dance, to sing, to play on the 
guitar, was the sum total of my early attainments. 
With these gifts and graces for my only acquisitions, 
the Marquis of Leganez asked for me to be about 
bia only son, who was nearly c^ my own age. 
Lucinda gave her consent without reluctance, and 
it was then that I began to mind a little what I was 
about. Toung Leganez could not reproach me with 
my ignorance ; his little lordship was not cast in a 
scientific mould, for he scarcely knew a letter of his 
alphabet, though be bad been under private tuition 
for fifteen months. None of his masters could make 
anything of him ; patience was never formed to 
engage in so unequal a match. To be sure, they 
were expressly forbid to exercise any severity on his 
noble carcass; their orders were to teach, not to 
torture him ; and this tender precaution, acting on a 
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aabiflct of iiuufferabl7 untoward dispontioiifl, waa the 
meaiu of tlirowing to the doga all the mental phTaio 
tbe^ poiued in ; he would none of it. 

But ii» Terh-grinder. engendered in. his noddle a 
most ingenious device, by which to keep thia troable' 
some youqg lordling in awe, without trenching on 
biB foolish fiither's injunctiona. The scheme waa no 
other than to flog me whenever, that sctqtegrace 
L^anez had incnrred the penalty of the rod, and 
this vicarioua execution waa inflicted with the utmost 
rigor. My consent to the transier had never been 
adrad* and there was noting in the act itself to. 
reotnnmend it ; so that my only chance was to run 
away* and ^peal to my moths- against so arbitrary 
a disciplioe. .However her maternal feelings might 
inwardly revolt, no trace of woman's weakness could 
be detected in her nimnnpr of receiving my complaint. 
The Legaoes connection was too important to be 
loot for a few wh^pings ; and away went she, drag- 
ging her culprit into the presence of bis tormentor, 
who, by this act of hers, became master of broom 
6eld. £j^>eiience had convinced him that the soo- 
oeaa of his invention corresponded with its felicity. 
He tketefbre weut on improving the mind and maa- 
ne» of the little grandee at the expense of my eldn. 
BemOTBe for his delinquencies was to be excited only 
by qnspathy ; bo that whenever it became necessary 
to make a bloody example, my seat of vengeaoce 
was fiiked most unmercifully. The running accoimt 
betweea young Leganez and me was all on one side, 
and scarcely a day passed but he sinned on tick am] 
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Bufiered hj attorney. B; the neareet calculation of 
whole □umberB, there went somewhere dboat a 
hondred cnts to teach him each single letter of the 
alphabet ; bo that if 70a multipty 100 by 24 for 
stupidity, and add a to the amount for mond 
ofifences, you wiU haTe the sum total of the bdabor- 
ing that his education cost me. 

Thia thick and threefold companionship with birch 
'was not the only rub ; my path throu^ this iamily 
was more beset with thorns than sweetened by flow- 
era. As my birth and connections were no secret, 
tlie whole of the establiBbment, to the very refiise of 
tlie household, the stable boys and scullions, twitted 
me with my shameful origin. This Btuck so terribly 
in my throat that I made my escape once more, but 
not without borrowing my tutor's ready money, 
amounting to upwards of a hundred and fifty ducats, 
fbr an indefinite period, and without interest. Thus 
was the account settled between ue ; since he had 
made a property of my hide for a ecareCTOW, it was 
but fair that I should have a finger in the earnings 
of bis arm. For a first attempt at thieving both 
the plan and execution were hopefid. A hue and 
'bry was rwsed for two days ; it was hot while it 
lasted, but I lay snug, and they missed me. 
Madrid was no longer a fit hiding-place ; so I took 
to cover in Toledo, and the hounds were thrown 
out. 

I was just then entering into my fifteenth year. 
"What a happy f^ow, at such an early age, to sh^)e 
my own conduct and be in a condition of forming a 
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aet of morals for u^eelf t I soon scr^)ed acquaint- 
ance with stime pleaeaot jonths, who rescaed me 
firom the dominion of jn^udice, and sliared liberally 
with me in the ain of spending what was not my 
own. B7 degrees I rose in society, and leagued my- 
self with a set of professional sharpers, who found 
me BO fine a subject to work upon, that a short time, 
with plenty of practice, put me in possession of all 
the most despoate jobs. At the expiration of five 
years, an itch for travelling laid hold of me. I 
therefore took leave of my conu^ades, and got as iar 
as Alcantara, wishing to oonunence my peregrini^ 
tions with the province of Eatrenuduia. In this my 
first excursion, an opportunity of keejnng in my hand 
occurred ; and I ms too diligent a practitioner to 
let it escape. As I was on fbot, and loaded moro- 
over with a pretty heavy knapsack, I halted from 
time to time to avul myself of the shade, and recruit 
a little under the trees which lined the highway. At 
one of these baits I picked up two young gentiemen, 
who were chatting at their ease upon the grass, and 
intittlmg the freshness of the breeze. My mode of 
accosting them was suited to the oocaeioo ; nor did 
its iamiliarity seem to be taken in ill part. The 
eldest could not be more than fifteen — a couple of 
as practicable greenhoruB as ever fell into the hands 
of a man of genius. Courteous stranger, said the 
youngest, we are the sons of two rich dtizens at Pla- 
centia. Longing extremely to see the kingdom of 
Portugal, we have each of us b^god a hundred 
pistoles from our firieuds, and are setting out to 
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satisfy our curioaity. TraVetling oa fixit m we do, 
we eball be able to get a good way with tiiat supply, 
dnllweopt? What do.you think of it? If I had 
u much, aiuwered I, th^ mi^it take me who could 
oaleh Bie. I would aeour over the four known. 
quaitera d€ the ^be, aad then set out on new dia- 
oorericB. fire and fury I Two hundred piatolea I 
Why, it is an eotajl far a dukedtmL I You ou^t to 
lay by out of the interest. If it is ^greeal:^ to you, 
gentlemen, I will club with you as &r as Almeria, 
whither I am geasig to take poasesaitm of aa estate 
left me t^ an nnole who was settled there for twenty 
yvara or upwards. 

My young oookneys teatafied at once the pleasure 
th^ should derive &om my company. Whereupon, 
when we were all three a little refreshed, we tzudged 
on towards Alcantara, where we airired eady in the 
aftenxxm. No inn hut the best was fit to hold socb 
guests. We asked for a romn, and wen shown into 
one where there was. a press wilh a good stoong lock 
upon it. Siqtper was ordered without delay ; but as 
some time was required to grt it ready, I proposed to 
my trarejliog companions a gsntle saunter about the 
town. . The party aeoiMd perfoctly agreeahle. We 
locked up our kn^waoks in the press, the key of 
which one o( the citazens put in his podcet, and out 
saHied we Sma the inn. The churchea were the 
best li^ma we met with in our way ; and while we 
were gajping about the prinoipid, I pretended to have 
recollected on a sudden some ve^ urgent businesib 
Geotlemm, said I to my companiona, it has jist 



Digmzefl by Google 



msTORT OF DON RAPHAEL. 75 

come BcroBa bk diat r good man of Toledo gave me 
a commiBBion to say two woids on his behalf to % 
merdiailt'who ttres hard hj th& diurch. ' Have' the 
goodness te wait fat me' here ; I will be back in a 
Bkoaitiat. "WiAii this esbuoe,' I Mnt oHT Kke a ^lot, 
in tlte direction df our inn. ' The jyr^sfl was mj" pmnt 
of attack— I forced thel0(^,TaBsackedtlie't)a^ag» 
tS my yomig citizens, and - laid a sacrilegious hand 
otv their jMStoles. Pew yoAths X How thej were to 
pay their rec^ning, it was ' not tat me to preswne 
even to guess, for most assuredly I stripped tbetn of 
all iba natural means. ' After dits feat, I decamped 
as opedkioady as my 1^ could cany me from th^ 
town, and ttfok thfe direction of Merida, without ca^ 
ing a earse what became t:^ the young brood I had 
plecked. 

Su(ji a wmdfaQ m this- placed me in a condition 
of fcrardl&ig merrily. Though in the very blush (rf" 
youth, a cMain ft^ecasf was not wantmg to carry 
me discreefly thrbi^h the world, and keep my head 
above wat^. It must be admitted without queationi 
tint I was a youth of forward parts fer niy age, and 
unfettered hf the prejudices of innocence. I deter- 
miaed to buy a mule, and dieapened one at the first 
market town. My kn^sack was metamorj^ioeed 
into a pcntnunteau, hmd by degrees I b^an to put 
on the- man of ccmeequenee. On the third day a 
man came across me unging Vespfre with lui^ like 
a pair of bellowt <hi the hi^way. By Us air, he 
seemed to b^ A museian of the church estt^Iishment; 
and I accosted Um abcoidiii^y. Wdl done, my 
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htAy howler of the balleliyahs ! You ebg your pm- 
itential i^tties at a good jovial pitch. To all q>pear- 
ance yoa B0I-& with your whole heart and eoid. 
Giood dr, relied he, I belong, with your good leave, 
to the moeical department of the catholic church ; 
and it is my common practice to keep my devotion 
and my wind in play by the rehearsal of an anthem 
or two as I travel along the road. 

With this disposition to be sociable, we soon got 
into conveisadoQ. It was clear to me that I had 
fallen in with a character not to be despised in point 
of shrewdness, Txat indisposed to society and merri- 
ment. He was four or five-and-twenty. My com- 
panion bong on foot, I slackened my pace, for the 
pleasure of 4>h ffffiF>g with him. Among other things, 
we talked about Toledo. I am perfectly well ac- 
quainted widi that city, said the brazen-lunged tor- 
turer of anthems. It was my residenoe for a con- 
siderable time, and my oomiectionfl there are not 
altogether contemptible. And in what part of the 
town, intemqited I, did you reside? In the New 
Street, was his answer. I was hand in glove with 
Den Vincent de Buena Garra, Don Matthias de 
Cordello, and two or three other gentlemen of very 
considerable fosbion. We lived t(^;ether, took oar 
pteals at the same mees, and, in short, were scarcely 
ever asunder. It was a cbarmiag society ! This 
avowal was no small surprise to me, for it is to be 
wtderstood, that the gentlemen whose names he 
dted with so pompous an ur were the very ahaipers 
widi whom I had been affiliated at Toledo. Why, 
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thon d^enerste vicar choral 1 exclumed I, these fine 
blades of whom thoa faast been boasting are among 
the number of my acquaintance also, for I too have 
lived with them in the New Street ; we were hand in 
glove, took our meals at the game mess, and, in 
short, were scarcely ever asnndcr. You are a wag t 
replied he, with a knowing wink ; that is to say, yoa 
got into the gang three years ago, when I left it. 
Mj motive for quitting each a vrorshipfuL fraternity, 
resumed I, was an itch for travelling. I mean to 
make the tour of Spain. A little more knowledge 
of the worid will make me quite another tiling. 
Doubtless, said he, there is no possible way but 
travelling to rub off the rust, or to bring wit, talent, 
and address to perfection. It is for the self-same 
reason that I too turned my back upon Toledo, 
though the time glided away there very agreeably. 
But thanks to a kind providence, which has yoked 
me with a laborer in my own Tin^rard, when I least 
expected it. Let us join oar forces, let us travel the 
same road, let us make a joint-stock of our nei^ 
bom' purees, let us rob, let us cheat, let us avwl 
ourselves of every opportunity that may off^ of 
exemplifying our theoiy, and improving our prac- 
tice, in the noble art on -wbidi oar skill ie emjdoyed. 
The proposal was made in so candid a spirit, so 
like a citizen of the world, untainted mHi the self- 
ishness of your honest men, that I closed in with it 
at once. My confidence was surrendered at the first 
summons to the frankness with which he volunteered 
his own. We spoke our fr«e hearts each to the 
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.other. I dilated all, my pilgrinuge, oihI he. spake 
,of most disastroi^ dunces, of moring occidenta 
'^icDu^ Wbich he had passed eyen &om his boyish 
4a.jB to. this very mqmeat of his ripe and rainpuit 
rogaexy. It i^ipeared that he was on his way from 
Portal^re, whence be had been obliged to decamp 
with tlwt. utmost expedition on account of. a little 
jTwindling traiuaotion in which hie luck h^pened 
not feo keep pace with his mgenuity. The habit he 
wtwe waa sacrilegiously adopted as a cloak to his 
penonand real character, since he thought >t safest 
to be near the church, however &r &om Grod. Thus 
did we two share all our counsel, aod pledge our 
tvotfaer's yows, tijl we grew together like a double 
cherry, and dafermiaed, with two seeming bodies but 
one heart, to incorporate our yoices and minds in 
sMoe jnast^vstndfie at. Merida. If it took, weU and 
good ; tf not, we had only to cut and run. From 
thid ^Qomen(, oommuni^ of goods, that pure and 
flitni^ feature oS patriarchal life, was enacted as 
» law fa^#een'us. Moralez, it is true, for that Was 
my. fdJow-traveUer's name, did not find himself in 
the. most q>lendid condition possible. His iimda 
were limited to five or six ducats, with a few little 
artidee in a txtg. I therefore was the moneyed man 
of the firm.; t^t then there was brass in his fordiead 
fiir an ioexhaustible coinage, and the seeming of a 
sunt when be played the deyil most. So on we 
joum^ed <»i the ride and tie principle, and arrived 
in humble cavidoade at Merida. 
We pat 1^ at an inn near the skirts of the town, 
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wliere 1117 comnde duuiged his dree§. ^Hieti he 
had li^od hinnelf in lajnnitn'B attire, -we took a. torn 
np and down to reomnoitre the ground, tod Me if 
we could piek out some opportmu^ of laborit^ in 
our vocation. Had it been onrgood ftutime to hare 
lived before Homer, that old vpfAo^A far sharping 
hy wholesale would have dignified our excorsion 
with a simile. 

Not b*lf M keen, flerce mhtiRe of the ctisn 



To doKend into jdain prose, we were nnninating on 
the ehapter of aoekknts, and* hanunering out sonn 
theme for the emptefment of our industry, when we 
espied a gray-steaded old gflntleman in the street, 
swoid in hand, defending Inmself against three men 
who were thmeting at him with all their might and 
nun. The unfairness of the match was what stuek 
in my throat ; so tiiat flying, with the spirit of a 
[»ize-figfater, to see &ir pkty, I made common cause 
with the old man. Moralez followed up my blows. 
We proved ounelvea a ntatdi for the three assail- 
ants, and put them oomiJetely to the rout. 

Our lesGUed fiiend was profuse in his adoiowledg^ 
ments. We are in nqiture, said I, at our good luck 
io being here so seasonid)ly for yonr assistance ; but 
let'tts at least know to whom we have been so fortu- 
nate as to be serrioeaUe ; and vrinit inducement those 
dixee men could possibly have for their murderous 
attempt. Gentlemen, replied he, my obligations are 
too great to hesitate about satisfying yonr curiosity ; 
my name is Jerome de Moyadas, a gentleman of this 
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town, living <ni my means. One of these cut-tliro&t 
rascals, from whom you have rescued me, profeseefi 
to be in love with my daughter. He asked her of 
me in marriage withui these few days ; and for want 
of gaining my consent in a quiet way, has just at- 
tempted to force himself into my daughter's good 
graces by sending me into the other world. And 
may we take the liberty, rejoined I, of inquiring 
{urthv, why you were bo obdurate to the proposals 
ot this enamoured swain ? I will explain the whole 
to you at once, sud he. I hod a brother, a merdiant 
in this town ; his name was Austin. Two months 
ago be happened to be at Calatrava, and took up his 
abode with his correspondent, Juan Velez de la 
Membiilla. Th^ got to be as loving as turtles ; and 
my brother, to clinch the connection, engaged my 
daog^iter Elorence to his good fiiend's son, not doubt- 
ing but he had influence enough with me to redeem 
hia pledge when he returned to Merida. According- 
ly, he no sooner opened himself on the subject than 
I consented out of pure fraternal affection. He sent 
Florence's picture to Calatrava ; but, alas I he did 
not live to put the finishing hand to his own work. 
We laid him widi his fore&thers three weeks ago I 
On hia death-bed, he besought me not to dispose of 
my ffrl but in &Tor of his correspondent's son. I 
satisfied his mind on that point ; and this is the re^ 
son why I have reAised Florence to the suitor by 
whom I was assaulted, though the match would have 
been a veiy desirable one. But my word is my idol ; 
and we are in daily expectation of Juan Velez de la 
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Membrilla's heir, who is to be my son-in-law, tbou^ 
I kaow no more of him, nor of hia &tb.er neither, 
than if they were jurt imported from on undiacov- 
ered ialand. But I beg poidon ; this is an old man's 
garroU^. Yet you yourselves led me into the 
scrape. 

This tale did I swallow with a greedy ear ; and 
pouncing at once upon a part to play, which my 
fruitful imagination suggested, I put on an air of 
inordinate surprise, and ventured at all hazards to 
lift my eyes upward to a purer region. Then turn- 
ing to my father-in-law, with an expression of feel- 
ing whidi nothing but hypocrisy could personate, 
Ah ! Signor de Moyodas, is it possible that, on my 
arrival at Merida, I should enjoy the heardelt 
triumph of rescuing &om foul assassination the hon- 
ored parent of my peerlesB love? This exclamation 
produced all the astonishment it was levelled to 
excite in the old citizen. Even Moralez himself 
■tared like an honest man, and showed by his &ce 
that there was a degree of impudence to which his 
eonceptiona bad not hitherto risen. What I do not 
my cars deceive me? exclaimed the old gentleman. 
And arc you really the son of my brother's corre- 
^>ondcnt? Really and truly, Signor Jerome de 
Moyadas, rcjomed I, with impregnd>le effirontery, 
and « hug round his neck that had nearly sent him 
after his brother. Behold the selected mortal of his 
spei^eB, to whose arms the adorable Florence is 
devoted I But these nuptial anticipations, traos- 
portang as they are, must yield to tlie anguish of my 
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Boul for ihs demiae of their fonado'. Poor Aiudiit 
He is gone, and we must all follow ! I should be in- 
gratitude personified, if my heart was not laccorated 
and rent hy the death of a man to whom I owe all 
my hopes of bliss. At the term of this period, I 
squeezed good Jerome's weasand once more, and 
drew the back of my hand across n^ eyes, to wipe 
away the tears it had not been convenient to shed. 
Moralez, who bj this lime had conned over the 
pretty pickings to be made out of this ju^le, was 
not wanting to play his underpart. He passed him- 
self off for my servant, and improved upon his ma^ 
ter in lamentation for the untimely death of Sigoor 
Austin. My honored master Jerome I exclumed 
he, what a loss have yon sustained, since your 
brother is no more I He was snch an honest man I 
Honest men are not to be met with every day. A 
superfine sample of commerce ! A dealer in fiiendi 
ship without a percentage I A dealer in merchan- 
dise without an underhand advantage I A dealer 
who dealt as dealers very seldom do deal. 

Wo had oar hands to play against a man who was 
a novice at die game. Simple and gullible, so fiir 
&om smelling out the rat, he took his stink for a 
nosegay. And why, said he, did you not come 
strai^ to my house ? It was not friendly to pot 
up at an inn. On the footing we are likely to be 
upon, there should be none of those punctilioa. Sir, 
BEud Moralez, hewing me out of the scrape, my 
master is a little too much given to stand upon cci«- 
moiiy. Though to be sure, in the present instance^ 
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he 18 in aome degree cxcnsaUe for declining to 
appear before 70U in this uncouth trim. We have 
been robbed npon the rood, and have lost all our 
travelliiig eqoipage. My lad, interrupted I, has 
let the cat oat of the bag, Signtnr de Moyadas. This 
unlucky accident has prevented me from paying my 
respects sooner. True love is diffident ; nor could 
I venture in this garb into the presence of a mistress 
who WBB tuiacquainted with my person. I was 
therefore wuting the return of a servant whom I 
have sent to Calatrava. Such a trifle, rejoined the 
old man, must not deprive us of your company } 
and I insist upon it, that you make my house your 
home &om this very moment. 

With such sort of importunity, he forced me into 
his family : but as we were on our way, the pre* 
tended robbery was a natural topic of conversation ; 
and I should have made light of my baggage, 
though the loss was very considerable, had not Flor- 
ence's picture onluckily formed a part of the booty I 
The old codger chuckled at that, and observed, that 
such a loss was easily repaired : the original was 
worth five hundred per cent, more than the copy. 
To make me amends, as soon as wc got home, he 
called his daughter, a girl of not more than sixteen, 
widi a person to have reclaimed a libertine, if beanty 
ever possessed that power except in romance. Yon . 
behold, said he, die bale of ^>odB my late brother 
has consigned to you. O, my good sir ! exclaimed 
I, in an impassioned tone, words ore not ivanting to 
Hsure me that this must be the lovely Floreoco : 
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those bewitchiiig features are engraven on my mem' 
ory, th^ impresaion is indelible on tnj lieart. If 
the portrait I have lost, the mere outline of these 
embodied clianns, conld kindle passion by its cold 
and lifeless likeness, judge what must be my agita- 
tion, my transport at Uiis moment. Soch la n gua g e 
is too flattering to be sincere, said Florence ; nor 
am I BO weak and vun as to be persuaded that my 
merits warrant it. That is ri^ ; mterchange your 
fine speeches, my children [ This was a good- 
natured encouragement from the father, who at once 
left me alone with his daughter, and taking Moralez 
aside, said to him, My fiiend, those who made so 
free with your baggage, doabtlees did not stand 
upon any ceremony with your money. Veiy true, 
sir, answered my colleague ; an overpowering band 
of robbers poured down upon us near Castil-BIazo, 
and left us not a rag but what we carry on our 
bocks; but we are in momentary expectation of 
receiving bills of exchange, and then we shall appear 
once mcnre like ourselves. 

'While you ore waiting for your bills of exchange, 
replied &e old man, taking • purse out of his 
podcet, hero are a hundred pistoles with whidi 
you may do as you please. O, sir! r^oined 
Moralez, as if he were shocked, my masto* will 
never take them. You do not know him. 
Heaven and earth I he is a man of the nicest scnf 
pies in money matters. Not one of your shabby fel- 
lows, always sponging upon his finends, and ready 
to take up money wherever he can get it I Buih 



Digmzefl by Google 



BISTORT OF DON RAPHABL. '85 

ning in d^ ia ratsbane to him. If he ie to beg his 
bread or go into a lioupita], why, there ie an end 
of it t but aa for bcnrowing, he will never be re- 
duced to that. So much the better, eaid the good 
burgeaa : I value him the more for his independ- 
ence. Sanning in debt is a mean thing ; it ou^t 
to be nttabane to him and everybodj else. Your 
people of quality, to be anre, may plead prescrip- 
tion in tlieir &Tor; there ia a sort of privileged 
swindling, not incompatible with high honor, in 
high life. K tradesnten were to be paid, they 
would be too nearly on a level with thetr employers. 
But OS your master has such upright principles, 
heaven forbid they should be violated in this house I 
Since any offer of pecuniary nssbtance would hurt 
his feelingB, we must say no more about it. As the 
point Kemed to be settled, the purse was for steer- 
ing its course bock again into the pocket ; but my 
provident partner laid bold of Signor de Moyadas 
by the ann, and delayed the convoy. Stay, sir, 
•aid be : whatever aversion my master may have to 
borrowing on a general principle, and considered as 
btwrowing, yet there ia a light in which, with good 
maaagonent, he may be brought to look kindly on 
yoor hundred pistoles. In &ct, it is only in a mer- 
cantile pcont of view, as an affiur of debtor and cred- 
itor between strangers, that he holds this fimnal 
doctrine ; but he is free and easy enough where he is 
on a fiunily footing. Why, there is his own lather ! 
It is only ask and have ; and he does ask and have 
lu!oiH?dii^y. Now you' are going to be a second ' 
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fidliw to him, and ue fitirlj entitled to be put on 
the sune ocufidential footing. He ia a joung man 
of nice diMiimination, and will doubtleaa think you 
entitled to the compliment. 

By thus uliifting hu gromid, Morale^ got poue»- 
eion <^ the old gentleman's parse. As Sar th? girl 
and n^self, we woe engaged in a little agieeabler 
flirting; but were soon joined by onr honoied 
pairat, who interrupted our tSte^rtSte. He told 
Florence how much he was obliged to mo, and ex* 
pressed his gratitude to myself, in terms which left 
no doubt of our being a very happy bmily. I 
made the most of so bvorable a disposition, by idl- 
ing the good mao, that if he would bestow on me 
an acknowledgment the nearest to my heart, ho 
must hasten my marriage with his dan^ter. My 
eagemeas was not taken amiaa. He assured me, 
that in three days at latest I should be a happy bride^ 
groom, and that instead of six thousand ducats, the 
fin-tune he had promised to give my wife, he would 
make it up ten, as a subs t antial proof bow deeply 
he felt himself indebted to me fw the serrice I had 
rendered him. 

Here we were, therefi>re, quito at home mth our 
good firiend Jerome de Moyados, sumptuously on- 
tert^cd, and catching erery now and then a, vista 
vision of ten thousand ducats, witli which we pro- 
posed to march off abruptly from Merida.. Our 
transports, howeror, were not without their alloy. 
It was by no means improbable that within three 
days the hon4 fide jBOQ of Juan Yd^z de la Meat* 
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lailla va^A come and interrupt our sport. This 
fear had for its foundation more than the weakness 
of our nerves. On the very next morning, a sort 
of clodpole, with a portmanteau across hia shoulders, 
laxK^ed at the door of Florence's (nther. I was 
not at home at the time, bat my ooUeagne had to 
bear the brunt of it. Sir, said the nietic to our 
sagadouB friend, I belong to the yoong gentleman at 
Calatmva who is to be yoor son^n-law — to Signer 
de 1& Membrilla. We have both just oome off our 
journey: he will be here in an instant, and sent 
me forward to prepare you for his arrival. Hardly 
had these onacconntable tidings been announced, 
when the master i^peared in person; which 
stretched the old fellow's bUnkers into a stare, and 
put Moralez a little to tiie blush. 

Young Pedro was what we call n tall fellow of his 
inches. He b^an at once paying his compliments 
to the master of the house ; but the good man did 
not give him time to finish liis speech, and turning 
towards my partner in iniquity, asked what was the 
meaning of all this. Hereupon Moralez, whose 
power of iace was not to be exceeded by any human 
impudence, boldly asserted our identity, and said to 
the dd gentleman, Sir, these two men here before 
you belong to the gong which pillaged us on the 
highway. I have a perfect recoUection of their fea- 
tures ; and in particnlar could swear to him who has 
the effimntery to call himsdf the son of Signor Juan 
Vdez de la Membrilla, The old dtizen gulped 
.down the lies of Moralez lite nectar, and told the 
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postors. Gentlemen, you are come the day after 
the ftir : the trick waa a very good one, but it wiU 
not paaa ; the enemy haa taken the ground before 
you. Pedro de ]& Membrilk has been under this 
roof ranee yesterday. Have all your wita about you, 
BDBwerod the young man from Calatrara ; you ore 
nursing a Tiper in your bosom. Be assured that Joan 
Velez de la McmhrilLi has neither chick nor child 
but myself. And what relation is the hangman to 
you? replied the old dupe: you ore better known 
than liked in this house. Can you look this young 
man in the iace ? or can you deny that you robbed 
hia master? If I were anywhere but under your 
roof, rejoined Pedro, in a rage, I would punish the 
inaolence of this scoundrel who &nciea to pass me 
off for a highwayman. He is indebted for liis safety 
to your pres&ioe, which puts a curb upon my choler. 
Qood sir, pursued he, you are grossly imposed on. 
I am the fitvored youth to whom your brother Aus- 
tin has promised your daughter. Is it your pleas- 
ure for me to produce the vhole correspondence 
with my fatlier on the subject of the impending 
match? Will you be satisfied with Florence's pic- 
ture sent me by him as a present a little while before 
his death? 

No, put in the old burgess crustily; the picture 
will work juat as strongly on my conviction as the 
letters. I am perfectly aware by what chance they 
all fell into your hands ; and if you will take a sta- 
pkl fellow's advice, Merida will soon be rid of such 
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mbbidi. A quick mArch m^ uve you a troundng. 
This is beyood all bearing, M9«uned out the young 
roister with an ovenrhelming vdtemenoe^ My name 
chall TkBta be stolen from me, and asawned by a omn- 
mon cheat wUh imponi^ ; neither shall my person 
bo confounded with that of a &eebooter. There are 
those in this toivn who can identify me ; they ere 
fcMthcoming, and shall expose the fallacy by wludi 
you oro prejudiced against me. With this assurance 
he withdrew, attended by bis servant, and Moralez 
k^t possession of the field. Hie adventure had even 
the effect of determining Jerome de Moyadas to fix 
the wedding f(n: the very time b«ng. Accordin^y 
he went his way, for the purpose of ^ving the 
necessary orders for the celebration. 

Though my ctJleague in knavery was well enough 
pleased to see Flor^ice's father in a humor so pat for 
our purposes, he was not without ceitiun scruples of 
conscience about our safety. It was to be feared 
lest the probable proceedings of Pedro mi^t be fol- 
lowed up by awkward consequences; so that he 
waited inqratiently for my arrival, to make me ac- 
quainted with what bad occurred. I found him over 
head and ears in a Inown study. What is the mat- 
ter, my friend? said I ; seemingly there is Bomtihing 
upon your mind. Indeed there is, and somethiog 
that will be minded, answered he. At the same 
time he let me into the affiiir. Xow you may judge, 
added be after a pause, whether wo have not somo 
food for redaction. It is your iU star, rash contri- 
Ta*» winch ha9 thrown vs iqto. tlus perfilexity, Tb^ 
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jdM, it nnut be con&Med, iraa fiill of fire and in- 
genuity ; hod it answered io the a{qplicad(Hi, yonr 
teiunm would have been emblanmed in the dmwi- 
dea of onr Salenniy ; biU aocordinff to present ap- 
pearaDcea, Hie run of luck is gainst us, and my 
counada incline to a prudent avoidance of all ex- 
pknationa, bj quietly sneaking off with die nurlKt- 
.peniqr we have mode of the silly old fellow's 
oodulity. 

Master Moralez, replied I to this deipcHidisg 
lipeech, you give way to difficultiee with more haste 
than good apeed. Such pusillanimity does but little 
honor to Don iM'^^tb"" de Cordel, azid the odier gal- 
lant bladeB with whom you were affiliated at T(dedo. 
After serving a campaign under such experienced 
generals, it is not aoklierly to ahrink from the perils 
<rf' the Sdd. For my part, I am rescdvecl to fight 
the battles of these baroes over again, or, in more 
.vulgar phrase, to prove mjaelf a chip from the old 
blocks. The precipice whkb makes your head turn 
giddy only sti&aa my ainewB to eurmonnt the toils 
(^ the way, and poah fonraid to the end of our 
career. If you arrive at your journey's end in a 
whole sldn, sud my oompaoicHi, I will myself be 
your biographer, ukI set your feme for above all the 
parallels of Plutarch. 

Jiiat afl Moralez was finishing this learned allusion, 
Jerome de Moyadas came in. You shall bo my 
,son-4n-Jaw this very evening, said he. Your servant 
must have given you an account of what has just 
{naaed. What say joa to the impudem:e of the 
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mtomSxti ^Am matai to make ma fadiore ^ut ha 
WM die«ODof mybrotbei'acorTmpoixlant? Honored 
ear, winrered I, with a melaodicdy air, and in a tone 
of Toice the most inrimiating that era: cajoled the 
ttmy &ith of & dotatd, I feel within me that it is not 
In my nature to oarry on aa imposidiHi without 
batraying it in n^ countenance. It now becomes 
neceBauy to make joa a sincere conftsaion. I am 
not the son of Juan Yelcz de la Membnlla. What 
is it jroa tell me? intermpted the old man, out of 
breath with surprise, and out of his wits with afipte- 
hcDsion. So, then, you are not the young man to 
vriMKn my brother . . . For pity's sake, sir, inter- 
mpted I in my turn, oondescend to gire me a heai^ 
ing patiently to the end of my atory. For these 
ei^t daya hare I doted to distraction on your 
dao^ter; and this dotage, this distraction, has 
riveted me to Merida. Yesterday, after having 
reacued yoa &(mq your danger, I ^raB making ap my 
mind to ask her of you in marriage ; but you gave 
a check to my passion, and put a tie upon my tongue, 
by the intelligenoc that she was destined ibr another. 
You told me that your brother, on hia deathnbed, 
enjcaned yoa to give her to Pedro de la Membrilla ; 
that your ^yord was pledged, and that you were the 
Bwom vassal and bondman-of your veracity. Hiese 
circumstances, it must be own^, were overwhelming 
in the extreme ; and my romantic passion, at the 
last gnsp of its despair, gained breath by the etntta- 
g«m wtdi iHiich the god of love inspired me. I 
nnat at Ap Bome time declare, that a trick is iit th« 
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best-bat a mean tidog, and, however saaodfied bj 
the motive, my oonscieiicfl recoiled at the delosioii. 
Yet X could not but think that my pardon would be 
granted on the discoveiyi when it should come out 
that I was an Italian prince, travelling through this 
country as a private gentleman. My &ther rdgna 
-mprane over a nest <^ inacoeuible valleys, lying 
between Switzerland, the Milanese, and Savoy. It 
could not but occur to me that you would be agre^ 
ably surprised when I should unfold to you my 
birth, and having married Florence under my ficti- 
tMHU oharact^, should annonnoe to her the nuik sho 
had attained, with all the nature of an enamoured 
fanaband, and all the stage effect of a hero in tragedy 
or romance. But heaven, pursued I, with a hypo- 
critical softening down of my accents, has visited my 
atns by cutting me off &om such a perennial stream 
of joy. Pedro de la Membrillawas introduced upon 
the scene ; he must have his name back agun, what- 
ever the restitution may cost me. Toor promise 
binds you hand and foot to fix upon him lor your 
son-4n'4aw ; it is your doty to give him the 'prefer- 
ence, without taking my rank and station into the 
account ; without mercy on the forlorn condbaon to 
whicb you are going to reduce me. To be sure, it 
might be aaid — but then I should say it, who oug^ 
not to aay it — diat your brother had only the autbor- 
ky of an undo over your daughter. Hat you are her 
&dier, and that -there is more ri^it and reastm in 
discharging an actual debt of gratitude towards your 
preserver, than in being meal;r-°">i^ii^ »boqt A 
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-veiiwi promiee, which wouH press but li^itlj on tlie 
conscience of the most scrapiilous caeuist. 

Yes, without donht, that ai^ument ia indisputable, 
exdaimed Jerome de Moyadas ; and on that ground 
there can no longer be any question between you and 
Pedro de la Membrilla. If mj brother Austin were 
still living, ho would not think it bad morality to 
give tho preference to a man who haa saved my life, 
nor a bad speculation to close the bargain with a 
prince vdio has not diddfuned to court our alliance. 
It were an absolute suicide on the part of all my 
t^wning prospects, the frantic desperation of an 
acknowledged incurable, not to diq>08e of my 
dau^^iter so illustriously, not to solicit your high- 
ncss's acceptance of Iter hand. .And yet, sir, resumed 
I, thete things are not to be determined without due 
deliberation ; look at your own interests and safe^ 
widi a microscopic eye; for thou^ the illustrious 
channel through which my blood has flowed for 
agea . . . You are scarcely serious, interrupted he, 
in Birpposing that I can hesitBte for a moment. No, 
may it please, your hi^mess ; it is my most humble 
and earnest request that you will deign, on this very 
evening, to honor the happy Florence with yoor 
hand. WeU, then, said I, be it so ; go yourself 
and be the bearer of die unlooked-for tidings ; an- 
nounce to her the brilliant career of her exalted 
destiny. 

While the good citizen was putting his best fbot 
foremost, to instil into his daughter that she had 
made the conquest of a prince, Morales, who had 
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taken in the whole conTemtion with greedy fliar,' 
threw himself upon his knees before me, and did 
homage in these bMitering terms : Most potent, grave, 
and ougnst Itidian prince* eon of a sovereign 
supreme over a nest of inacoesmble vall^, iTing 
between Switzerland, the Milanese, and Savoy, 
permit me to hamUe myself at yonr hi^mess's feet, 
in humble acknowledgment of the ecstasy into which 
you have thrown me. By the honor of a swindler^ 
you are one of the wonders of our worid. I always 
thought myself the first man in die line ; but in good 
iTuth I doff my bonnet before you, vrhose geniu» 
seems to supersede the lessons of experience. Then 
yon are no longer uneasy abont the result, said I to 
my coll«flgue in iniquity. 1 as to that, not in the 
least, answered he. I no longer care a % for 
Master Pedro ; let him come as soon as he [deases,- 
we are a match tor him. Here wo are, then, Mo> 
raiez and myself, safe seated on tlte saddle, and 
rising in our stiirups. We even went so &r as to 
begin settling the course we idionld piunae with the 
fortune, on wiuch we reckoned so securely, that if 
it had already been in our pockets, wo conld not 
have chuckled more tritmiphontly over the proverb 
of " a Mrd in the hand." Yet we were not in actual 
possession, which is man than legal ri^t; and the 
sequel of the adventure proved to as, tfabt many 
things .foil out between the cup and the lip. 

We- very soon saw the young man of Calatrava 
fetuming. I^ was accompanied by two oitizens and 
iyju alguaaS, whose dignity was aa mndi sap pu t to d 
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b; hie whiekerB) and by the lowering overcast of his 
swartbj aspect, as by the wei^t of his official 
character. Florence's fiuher was of the par^. 
Signor de Moyndas, said Pedro to him, hero are 
three honest people come to answer for me ; they aro 
acqaainted with my pcrsoD, and can tell you who I 
am. Yes, undoubtedly, exclaimed the alguasil, I 
can depose to the fact. I certify to all those whom 
it may concern, that you are known to me ; your 
name is Pedro, and you are the only son of Juan 
Yolcz dc la Membrilla : whosoever dares to main- 
tain the contrary is an impostor. I believe you 
implicitly, master alguozil, stud the good creature 
Jerome de Mojradas, rather dryly. Your evidence 
is gospel to me, as well as that of these fiur and 
honest tradesmen you have brought with you. I 
am fully satisfied that the young gentleman on whose 
behalf you come is the only son of my brother's cor* 
respondent. But what is that to me? I am no 
longer in the humor to give him my dan^ter ; so 
there is an end of that. 

O I then it is quite anotlier matter, said tlie 
alguazil. I oolyoome to your house for the purpose 
of assuring you that this young man is no impostor. 
You have the authority of a parent over your childt 
and no one has any right to dictate to yon how you 
are to many her, and whether you will or no. 
Neither do I on my part, interrupted Pedro, pretend 
to lay any force on the inclinations of Signer ds 
JVloyadas ; but he will perhaps allow me to ask him 
why he has so suddenly changed hia resolutioot 
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Ilaa be smj reason to be diaaatisfied with mc? 
Alas I let mo at least understand, t)iat in losing the 
sweet hope of becoming his son-in-law, my promised 
bliss has not been wrested from me by any miscon- 
duct of my own. I have no complaint to make of 
you, answered the old man; nay, I will CA-en tell 
you more ; it is with «ncere sorrow that I find my- 
self under the necessity of breaking my word with 
you, and I heartily beseech you to forgive me fbr 
having done so. I lun persuaded that you ore too 
generous to bear mc any ill-will for having thrown 
the balance into the scale of a rival, who lias saved my 
life. You sec him here, pursued he, introducing my 
noble self; this is the illustrious personage who 
threw round rao the shield of his protection in my 
great peril : and, the better still to apologize for my 
seemingly luirsh treatment of yourself, you ore to 
know that he is an Italian prince. 

At these last words, Pedro was dumfbunded, 
and looked as if he could not help it. The two 
tradesmen opened their eyes as wide as they coidd 
stare, witJi surprise at finding themselves for the first 
time in princely society. But the alguazil, in the 
habit of looking at things wi^ the cross eye of 
suspicion, divined most perspicuously that this 
marvellous adventure must bo a complete humbug ; 
and the verification of the prophecy was calculated to 
put money into the pocket of the prophet. He 
therefiire conned over my countenonce with a very 
inquisitive regard ; but oa my features, which were 
new to justice, threw bin) out moat cruelly firom 
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hunting down the game he was in chaee of, he had 
no alternative but to try his luck on mj companion. 
Unfortunately for my highness of the inaccessible 
valleys, he knew agun the hang-dog features of 
Mwalez ; and recollecting to haye seen him within 
the purlieus <^ a jail, Ay, ay I exclaimed he, this 
is one of my established customers. This gentle- 
man is a particular acquaintance of mine, and yoa 
may take his character &om me for one of the rank- 
est rascab within the kingdoms and principalities of 
Spain. Softly ! look before you lei^, most ad- 
venturous alguazi], said Jerome de Moyadas ; this 
lad, of whom you draw so un&Torable a picture, ia 
in the travelling retinue of a prince. So much the 
better, retorted the alguazil ; a man would not 
desire clearer evidence on which to bring in his ver- 
dict. If we can but bang the servant, we shall soon 
send the master to the devil. The case is as im- 
deniable as a feed counsel's plea; these pleasant 
sparks are a couple of fortune-hunters, who have 
laid their heads together to take you in. I am an 
old hound upon this scent ; so that, by way of proof 
presumptive that these merty vagabonds are within 
the contemplation of the law in that case provided, I 
shall lodge them where they will be well taken care 
of. They will have plenty of time for meditation 
under the chastising philosophy of a turnkey ; or 
should confinement foil to mend tbeir morals, we 
have a sort of tangible disciplinfl, which inHJum^iy^^ 
refcnnation by the inlet of a smarting hide. Stop 
titsn, and bethink you in good time, master <^cer. 
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rejomed the old gentleman : we must not dr&w the 
oord tighter than it will bear. You never make any 
bones, jou hangers-on of the law, about hurting the 
feelings of better men than yourselves. May not 
this servant be a common cheat, without his master 
being a swindler 7 Prinqes are pereons of honor as 
a matter of course ; yet the retainers to a oourt are 
inordinate rascals ; it requires no conjurer to find 
that out. Are you playing into the hands of your 
deluders, with your princes ? interrupted the algnazil. 
This new manuiacturer of false pr^ences is a pro- 
ficient, take my word for it ; but I diall quench hia 
zeal in the service, and gravel the ingenuity of his 
partner, with a whereas and a commitm^it in due 
form. The scouts of justice are all round the door, 
who will worry their game every inch of the chase, 
if they do not suffer tltemselves to be taken quietly 
on thdr form. So come along, may it please your 
serene bi^mess ; let us proceed to our destination. 

Hub upshot of the business was a death-blow to 
me, as well as to Morales ; and our confiision did 
but infiise doubts into tJie mind of Jerome de 
Moyadae, or rather burned, sunk, and destroyed us 
in his esteem. He began rather to think, not with* 
out reason, that we had some little design to impose 
on his credulity. Nevertheless he acted on this oc- 
casion in the spirit of a man of honor and a gentle- 
man. My good friend and protector, said he to the 
alguadl, your conjectures may be without fbundi^ 
don ; on the other hand, they may turn out to have 
too much truth in them. Whidiever o( these altera 
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nativM may be the fact, let us not look too curiooBly 
into their characters. Thejr are ix>th ^ung, and 
hSiTe time enongfa for amendment if they want it ; 
let them go their waya, and withdraw whithersoerer 
H may beet jdease them. Make no oppoeitaon, I 
beseech yoo, to th^ safe egreee ; it is a &ror which 
yon may coneider as done to me, and my motive for 
asking it ie to acquit myself of my debt to them. 
If my heart was not too soft for my profession, 
answered the alguazil, I should lodge these pretty 
gmtlemen in limbo, in defiance of all your pleadings 
in their &Tor ; but your eloquence and my auscep- 
tibilify have relaxed the stem demeanor of justice 
for this evening. Let them, however, leave town 
on the spur of the occasion ; for if I come across 
Aem to-^norrow, and there is any faith in an alguazil, 
they diall see snch sport as will be no sport to them. 
When it was signified to Morales and me, culprits 
as we were, that we were to be let off scot free, we 
polished up the brass upon our foreheads a little. 
It was time now to bounce and swa^er, and to 
maintain that we were men of undeniable respecta- 
Inli^; but tiie alguazil looked askew at us, and 
muttered that least said was soonest mended. I do 
not know how, but those gentry have a strange 
knack of curbing our gcmius; tbey are compile 
lords of the ascendant. Florence and her dowry, 
therefore, were loet to Pedro de la MembriUa by a 
turn of the dice, and we may coDclnde that he was 
received as the son-in-law of Jerome de Moyadas. I 
took to my heels with my companion. We blundered 
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on the road to Tnudllo, with the consolation at our 
heorta of having at least pocketed a hundred piatoles 
by our frolic. An hour before nightfall we passed 
through a little village, wiUi the intention of putting 
up for the evening at the next stage. An inn of 
very tolerable appearance for the place attracted our 
notice. The landlord and landlady were sitting at 
the door, on a long bench audi as usually graces a 
pot-house porch. Our host, a tall man, withered, 
and with one foot in the grave, was tinkling on a 
<n:ackcd guitar to the unbounded emolument df his 
wife, whose faculties seemed to hang in rapture on 
tJie performance. Gentlanen, cried out the intrepid 
tavern-keeper, when he found that we were not upon 
tiie halt, you will do well to stop here ; you may fare 
worse &rther off. Hiere is a devil of a three leagues 
to the nearest village, and you will find nothing to 
make you amends for what you leave behind ; you 
may assure yourselves of that. Take a word of 
advioe, know when you are well used ; I will treat 
you with the &t of the laud, and diarge you at the 
lowest rate. There was no resisting suoh a plea. 
We came up to our courteous entertainers, paid 
diem the conq>limeQta of course, and sitting down by 
their side, the conversation was supported by all Ibnr 
on the indifferent topics of the day. Our host an- 
nounced himself as an officer of the Holy Brother- 
hood, and his rib was a ikt, lau^iing squab of a wo- 
man, with outward good nature, but with an eye to 
make the most of her commodities. 

Our discourse was Inrt^n in upon by the arrival 
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<tf from twelve to fifte^i ridws, some mounted on 
mules, others on horsebadc, followed by about tliiity 
emnpter-moles laden with psri^ages. Ah I what a 
piincely retinue 1 exclaimed the landlord at the sig^t 
of so much company : where can I pot them all ? In 
an instant the village was crammed tiill of men and 
beasts. As luck would have it, there was near tfie 
inn an immense bam, where the sumpter^mulea and 
their packages were secured ; the saddle-mules and 
horses were taken care of in other places. As for 
thnr masters, they thought less about bespeaking 
beds than about calling for the bill of fare, and (order- 
ing a good supper. The host and hostess, with a 
servant girl whom they kept, were all upon the alert 
to make things agreeable. Iliey laid a heavy hand 
upon all the fowls in the poultiy'-yard. These pre- 
cious roasts, with some undisguised rabbits, cats in the 
masquerade of a fricassee, and a deluging tnroen <^ 
soup, stinking of cabbage and greasy with mutton 
&t, were enough to have given a sickener to the iO' 
veterate stomadis of a regiment. 

As for Moralez and myself, we cast a scrutinizing 
eye on these troopers ; nor were they behindhand in 
passing their secret judgments upon us. At last we 
came together in conversation, and it was proposed 
on our part, if they had no objection, that w« should 
•II sup together. Hiey assured us that they should 
be extremely happy in our company. Here we are, 
then, all seated round the table. Tliere was one 
among them who seemed to take the lead ; and fw 
whom the rest, though in the main they were on the 
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most intimste terms with him, thou^ it necessu; 
on some occasions to testify their deference. In 
case of a dispute, dis high gentleman assumed the 
um[ui« ; he talked in a tone above the ctmunon pitch, 
going so far sometimea as to contradict in no very 
ooortly phrase the sentiments of others, who, fitr 
from giving him back his own, were ready to swear 
,to hia assertions and crouch under his rebuke. By 
accident the discourse turned on Andalona. Moralez 
h^pening to launch out into the praise of Seville, 
the man about whom I have been talking said to him, 
Mj good (iellow-traveller, you are ringing t^ chimes 
on the city which gave birth to me ; at least I am a 
native of the neighborhood, since the little town of 
Mayrena is answerable for my tqipeiirance in the 
world. I have the same story to tell you, answered 
mj companion. I am also of Mayrena ; and it is 
scarcely possible but that our femilies should be 
acquainted. Whose son are you? An honest 
notary's, re^ed the stranger, by name Martin 
Moralez. As &te will have it, excltumed my oom- 
rade with emotion, the adventure is very remarkable I 
Ton are, then, my eldest brother, Manuel Morales. 
Exactly so, said the other ; and if my senses do not 
deceive me, you your very self are my little brother 
Lewis, whom I left in the cradle when I turned my 
back upon my father's house? Yon are right in 
your conjectures, answered my honest colleague. 
At this discovery, they both got up fitmi table, and 
almost hugged the breath out of each other's bodies. 
At last Signor Manuel said to the company, Gen- 
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tkaiHB, tluB drcumetance is altogether marreUous. 
By mere cbanoe, I li&ve met with a brother, and have 
been clullenged by him, whom I have not seen for 
more than twenty yean : allow me to introduce hun. 
At once all die travellers, who had risen from tbdr 
seats out of ouiioeity and good nuyinera, paid their 
owDpliments to the younger Moralez, and made him 
nm the gantlet through their salutationB. When 
Aeee were over, dt» parly returned to the table ; nor 
did they think any m<»e of an adjournment. Bed- 
time never entered into their heads. The two 
brothers sat next to one another, and talked in a 
idiisper about their family afikirs ; the other guests 
plied the bottle, and made merry in a louder key. 

Lewis had a long conference with Manuel, and 
afterwards taking me aside, said to me, All these 
troopers belong to the household of the Count de 
Montanofl, whom the king has very lately appointed 
to the vice-regal government of Majorca. They are 
convoying the equipage of the viceroy to Alicant, 
where they are to embark. My brother, who has 
risen to be steward to that nobleman, proposes to 
take me along with him; and on the difficulty I 
started about leaving you, he told me that if you 
would be of the por^, he would procure you a good 
berth. My dear friend, pursued he, I advise you 
not to stand oat against this proposal. Let us take 
fli^t tog^her for the island of Majorca. If we 
find our quarters pleasant, we will fix there ; and if 
ibey are otherwise, we have nodiing to do but to 
lebnD into Spun. 
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I accepted the proposal with the best grace poa- 
rible. What a reenforcement, in the pcrBon of young 
Moralez and myself, to the household of the count ! 
We took our departure in a body from the inn, 
before daybreak. We got to the city of Alicant by 
long stages, and there I bought a guitar, and 
arranged my dress in a manner suited to my new 
deatinatioQ, before we embaiked. Nothing ran in 
my head but the island of Majorca ; and Lewis 
iHanlex was a new man ba well as myself. It 
should seem as though we had bid farewell to the 
rogueries of this wicked world. Yet, not to play 
the liar in the ear of so rigorous a confessor as my 
own consGienfe, we Iiad a mind not to pass for vil- 
lains incarnate, now that we had got into company 
that had some pretensions to decency : and that was 
the sum total of our honesty. The natoral bent of 
our genius remained much the same ; we were still 
men of business, but just now keeping a vacation. 
In short, we went on board gallantly and ga^y in 
this ludd interval of innocence, and had no idea but 
of landing at Majorca under tite especial care of Nep- 
tune and .^lolus. Hardly, however, had we cleared 
the gulf of Alicant, when a sudden and violent storm 
arose, enough to have lightened better men. Now 
is my opportunity, or never, to speak of moving 
accidents by flood ; to set the atmosphere on fire, 
and give a louder explosion to the thunder-clond ; 
to compare the whistling of the winds to the feotions 
ofapopulace, and the rolling of. the waves to the 
shock of conflicting hosts ; with other such old- 
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fitduooed phraseologiee as have been heirlooms of 
PRmaMUfl &mn time jmmemoria]. But it is useless 
to be poetical without invention. Suffice it there- 
fore to SBjr, in slang meti^or, that the etonn fras 
a devil of a stonn, and obliged us to stand io for 
the point of Cabrera. This is a desert island, with 
a small fort, at that time garrisoned by an officer 
and five or six soldiers. Our reception was hoqii- 
table and cordial. 

As it was necessary for us to stay there some 
days, for the purpose of refitting our sails and rig- 
ging', we devised various kinds of amusements to 
keep off the foul fiend melancholy. Every one did 
as seemed good in his own eyes ; some played at 
cards, others diverted themselvea in other ways ; but 
as for me, I went about exploring the island, with 
. snch of our gentry as had either a curiosity or a 
taste for the picturesque. We were frequmtly 
obliged to clamber &om rock to rock ; for the &ce 
of the country is rugged, and the soil scanty, pre- 
senting a scene difficult of access, but interesting 
&om its wildnees. One day, while we were specu- 
lating on these dry and barren prospects, and ex- 
tracting a nMiral fixnn the vagaries of nature, who 
can swell into the fruitiul mother and the copious 
nurse, or shrink into the lean and loathsmne skeleton, 
as she pleases, our sense was all at once r^aled 
with a moat dehcious fragrance. We turned as 
with a common impulse towanls the east, whence 
the scented gale seemed to come. To our utter 
astonishment, we discovered among the rooks a 



Digmzefl by Google 



IQQ GIL BLAS. 

green plot of considerable dimetuiona, gay with 
honeyBucklea more luxuriant and more odorous than 
even those which thrive so greatly in the climate of 
Andahuia. We were not sorry to approach nearer 
these delicious shrubs, whidi were waedng their 
sweetness in such unchecked profusion, when it 
turned out that they lined the entrance of a very 
deep cavern. The opening was wide, and the 
recess in consequence partially illuminated. We 
were determined to explore ; and descended by some 
stone st^ oveigrown with flowers on each side, so 
that it was difficult to say whether the i^proach was 
fermed by art or nature. When we had got down, 
we saw several little streams winding over a sand, 
the yellow lustre of which outrivalled gold. These 
drew th^ sources from the continual distillations of 
the rock within, and lost themselves agun in the, 
hollows of the ground. The water looked eo clear, 
that we were tempted to drink of it ; and such was 
its fi-eahness, diat we made a party to return the 
next day, with some bottles of generous wine, which 
we were persuaded would acquire new zest from the 
retreat where they were to be quaffed. 

It was not without regret that we left so agreea- 
ble a place ; nor did we omit, on oiu- return to the 
fiirt, boasting among our comrades of so interesting 
a discovery. Tlie cotnmander of the fortress, how- 
ever, with the warmest professions of Meudahip, 
warned us against going any more to the cavern, 
with wfaidi we were so much delighted. And why 
•o ? said I ; is there anything to be afraid of? Itfort 
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nndoobtedly, answered he. The conain of Algiers 
sad Tripoli Bometimes land upon this island, for the 
porpoae of watting at that spring. One day they 
surprised two soldiers of my garrison there, whom 
they carried into slavery. It was in vain that tJie 
officer assumed a tone of kind dtssuasion : nothing 
could prevent us from going. We fancied that he 
meant to play upon our fears ; and the day follow- 
ing I retumed to the cavern with three adventuroiu 
blades of our establishment. We were even fool- 
hardy enough to leave our firearms behind as a sort 
of bravado. Young Moralez declined being of the 
par^; the fort and the gaming-table had more 
charms for hhn, as well as for his brother. 

We went down to the bottom of the cave as on 
the preoeding day, and set some bottles of the wine 
we had brought with us to cool in the rivulets. 
While we were enjoying them in all the luxmy of 
el^ant conviviahty, our wits set in motion by the 
novelty of the scene, and the echo reverberating to 
the music of our guitars, we espied at the mouth of 
the cavern several abominable foces ovei^frown with 
whiskers ; neither did their turbans and Turkish 
dresses render them a whit more amiable in our 
conceits. We neverthdess took it into our heads 
that it was a firolic of our own party, set on by the 
cmnmanding officer of the fort, and that they had 
disguised theowetves for the purpose of playing us a 
trick. With this impression on oiu* minds, we set 
up a horse-lau^, and allowed a quiet entrance to 
about ten, without thinking uf making any resist- 
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ance. In a few moments our tiyea were opened to 
that firtal error, and we were convinced, in sober 
sadness, ihat it was a corsair at the head of hia 
crew, come to carry as away. Surrender, you 
Christian dogs, cried he, in most outlandish 
Castilian, <v prepare for instant death. At the 
same time the m»i who accompanied him levelled 
their pieces at us, and our ribs would have been 
well lined with the contents, if we had reaiated in 
the least. Slavery seemed the better alternative 
dian death, so that we deUvered our swords to the 
{nrate. He ordered us to be handcuffed and carried 
mi board hia vessel, which was moored not far 
olF; then, setting sail, he steered with a fiiir wind 
towards Algiers. 

ThuB were we punished for having neglected the 
warning given us by the officer of the garrison. 
The first thing the corsair did was to put bis hand 
into our pockets and make free with our money. 
No bad windiall for him I The two hundred pistoles 
from die greenhorns at Placenda; the hundred 
which Mondez had received from Jerome dc Moy- 
adas, and which, as ill luck would have it, were in 
my custody ; all this was swept away without a 
sin^e qualm of c<mscience. My companions, too, 
had their purses well lined ; and it was all fi^ that 
came to the net. The pirate seemed to chuckle at 
so successful a drag; and the scoundrel, not con- 
tented with chousing us of our cash, insulted us with 
his infernal Moorish witticisms : but the edge of his 
satire was not half so keen as the dire necessity 
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which made ub the subject of it. After a thouBund 
clumsy Barcaems, he called for the bottlee whkh we 
had set to cool in the fountain ; those irreligious 
Mahometans not having scrupled to load their con- 
sdences with the conveyance of the unholy fermen- 
tation. The master and his man pledged one an- 
other in many a Christian bumper, and dranlc to 
our better acquaintance with a most provoking 
mockery. 

While this ftuxie was acting, my comrades wore a 
hailing look, which testified how jdeasantly their 
thou^tfl were employed. They were so much the 
more out of conceit with their captivity, as they 
thought they had drawn a prize in the lottery of 
human life. The island of Majorca, with all its 
luxuries and delights, was a melancholy contract 
with their present situation. For my part, I had 
the good sense to take things as I found them. 
Less put out of my way by my nusfbrtune than the 
rest, I joined in conversation with this transmarine 
joker, and showed him that wit was the common 
languf^ of Africa and of Europe. He was pleased 
with my accommodating spirit. Young man, said 
he, instead of groaning and sighing, yon do well to 
arm yourself with patience, and to &11 in with the 
current of your destiny. Flay us a little air, con- 
tinned he, observing that I had a guitar by my side ; 
let us have a specimen of your skill. I complied 
with his command, as soon as my arms were loo»- 
oied from their confinement, and began to tiuum 
away in a style that drew down the applauses of my 
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diaceming uidieoce. It is true dutt I had been 
taught by the beet master in Madrid, and that I 
played very tolerably for an amateur upon that 
instrument. A song was ihen called for, and my 
voice gave equal satisfaction. All the Turks on 
board testified by gestures of admiration the deUf^ 
with which my performance inspired them ; £rom 
which circumstance it was but modest to oonolude, 
that Tocal music had made no very ezlraordinary 
progrees in thcdr part of the world. The pirate 
whispeied in my ear, that my slaTeiy should be no 
disadvantage to me; and that with my talents I 
mi^t reckon upon an employment, by which my 
lot would be rendered not only supportable, but 
h^py. 

I felt somewhat encouraged by tlieee assurances ; 
but, flattering as they were, I was not without my 
uneasiness as to the employment, which the corsair 
held out as a nam^ess but invaluaUe boon. When 
we arrived in the port of Algiers, a great number 
of persons were collected to receive us ; and we had 
not yet disembarked, when they uttered a thousand 
shouts of joy. Add to this, that the air reechoed 
with a oon&sed sound of trumpets, of Mooriah 
flutes, and of other instromente, the &«hion of that 
country, fimning a symphony of deafening clangor, 
but very doubtful harmony. The occasion of these 
rejoidngs proceeded &om a &lse report, which had 
bem current about the town. It had been the gen- 
enX talk that the renegado Mahomet — meaning our 
amiable pifete — -had lost his life in the attack of a 
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large Genoese vesael ; so that all his firieads, in- 
formed of hia retam, were eager to hail him with 
these thundering demotutrationB of attachment. 

We had no ao<ni^ set foot on shore, than my 
oompanione and myself were conducted to the palace 
of the bashaw Solimaa, where a Christian secrfitary, 
qneationing us individually one after another, in- 
qaired into our names, our ages, our ooontry, our 
rdigion, and onr qualifications. Then Mahomet, 
presenting me to the bashaw, paid my voice more 
compliments than it deserved, and told him that I 
played on the guitar with a most ravishing expres- 
non. This was enough to influence Soliman in his 
dioice of me for his own immediate service. I took 
up my abode therefore in his seraglio. The other 
Q^tives were led into the puUic market, and sold 
there at the usual rate of Christian cattle. What 
Mahomet had foretold to me on shipboard was com- 
pletely verified ; lay condition was exactly to my 
mind. I was not consigned to the stronghold of a 
prison, nor kept to any works of oppressive labor. 
My indulgent master stationed me in a particular 
quarter, with five or six daves of superior rank, who 
were in momentary expectation of being ransomed, 
and were therefore &vored in the distribution of our 
tasks. The care of watering the orange-trees and 
fiowers in the gardens was allotted as my portion. 
Hiere conM not be a more agreeable or less fati- 
guing employment. 

Solinwo was a man abont forty years of age, well 
made as to figure, tolerably accomplished as to his 
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mind, and as much of a lady's man as could be ex- 
pected &om a Turk. His favorite \na a Caslmurian, 
whose wit and beauty had acquired an absolute do- 
minion over hie a£FectionB,. He loved her even to 
idolatry. Kot a day bat he paid bi« court to bar hy 
some elegant entertainment ; at one time a concert of 
vocal and inatrumental music, at another, a dramatic 
performance after the Jasbion of the Turks, which ftab- 
ion impUee a loose sort of comedy, where moral and 
modesty enter about as much into the contemplation 
of dte contriver, as do Aristotle and his unities. Tbe 
&vorite, whose name was Farrulchnaz, was passion- 
ately enamoured of these exhibitions ; she sometimes 
even got up among ber own women some Arabian 
melodrames to be performed before her admirer. 
She took some of the parts herself, and charmed the 
spectators by the abundant grace and vivacity of ber 
action. One day, when X was among the musicians 
at one of these rqiresentations, Soliman ordered me 
to play on tbe guitar, and to sing a solo between the 
acts of the piece. I had the good fortune to give 
aatisfiiclaon, and was recfaved with applause. The 
favorite herself, if my vanity did not mislead me, 
cast glances towards me of no unfavorable interpre- 
tation. 

On tbe next day, as I was watering the orange- 
trees in the gardens, there passed close by me a 
eunuch, who, without stopping or saying a word, 
threw down a note at my feet. I pitted it up with 
an emotion strangely compounded of pleasure and 
alarm. I ax>ached upon the ground, for fear (^ be- 
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iag obHerved from the windows of the seraglio ; and, 
concealing myself behind the boxes in which the 
orange-treee were planted, opened this unexpected 
endoBure. There I found a diamond of very con- 
siderable value, and these words, in genuine Castil- 
ian : "Young Cliristian, return thanks to heaven for 
your captivity. Love and fortune will render it the 
harbiogw of your bliss : love, if you are alive to the 
attractions of a fine person, and fortune, if you have 
the hardihood to con&ont danger in every direction." 
I could not for a moment doubt that the letter was 
written by the fevorite sultana : the style and the 
diunond were more than presumptive evidence 
against her. Besides that nature did not cast me 
in iha mould of a coward, the vanity of keeping up 
a good understanding witlk the mistress of a scoun- 
drelly Mahometan in office, and, more than all the 
temptations of vanity or inclination, the hope of ca- 
joling her out of four times as much as the curmud- 
geon her master would demand for my ransom, put 
me into conceit with the intention of trying my lui^ 
at a ventm«, whatever risk mi^t be incurred in the 
experiment. I went on with my gardening, but al- 
ways harping on the means of getting into the apart- 
ment of Farrulduiaz, or rather wutLog till she opened 
a door of communication ; for Z was clearly of opin- 
ion that she would not stop upon the threshold, but 
meet me half way in the career of love and danger. 
My conjecture was not altogether without foondi^ 
tion. The sune eunuch who had led me into thia 
amorous reverie passed the same wajr an hour ai- 
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tffwards, uid Mid to me, GhristiaB, hate ^oti toa^ 
mimed wttli joar owndetttminatioin, and will yoa 
win a fiur lady bj algiumg a fiunt heart ? I an- 
swered in the affiimatiTe. Well then, rejoined he, 
lieaven aprinUe its dew MpOa your resolntiom 1 Ym 
shall see me betimes to-monow morning. With 
tfai« GOinfortaUe aHflorBnce, he wididrew. The fol- 
lowing dKy, I actually eaw him make bis appearance 
about eight o'clock in the moniag. He made a ^■ 
nkl for me to go along wiUi him : I obeyed the nim- 
moDfl ; and he cmidooted me into a hall where waa 
a lai^ ymppet of fianraB, which lie and another 
etmuch had just l»ou^ thither, with the denga 
of carrying it to the soHana'a apartment, tOt fte 
purpose of famisfamg a scene for an Arabian pan- 
tomime, in preparation for the amusemeirt of the 
bashaw. 

The two eaaudM Hmolled t)ie «loth, and laid ne 
at my length on the proecenium ; then, at the risk 
of tumii^ the farce into a tr^edy by stiffii^ me, 
Aey mJHoi it up ag^, with Sis palpitating oootenta. 
In the next place, taking hold of it at each end, they 
conveyed me with mipunity by thn deviee into tixe 
chamber deroted to the repose of the beantifiil Cash- 
mirian. She was akme with an vU slaTe deroted to 
her widiea. They helped each otiter to nnroU tlieir 
precious bale of goods ; and Famikhnaz, at the ei^ 
of her consignment, set up such an alann of delight, 
as exhibited tia woman of the East, without fiH^et^ 
ling her pmrient [nopensiliee. With all my natnnd 
Uas towards adTentore, I eould net raoognixe mysdf 
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M at onee trsnsported into the private apartment of 
die women, widiout something like an inaiupicions 
ibiap upoa my joy. The lady was aware of my 
4Ming8, and anzions to dissipate the unpleasant part 
of them. Yoong man, said she, you have nothing to 
feftr. SdHman is just gone to his country-bouBe : ha 
ia safely lodged for the day ; so that we shajl be able 
to entertajn one another here at our ease. 

Hints Bke these raUied my scattered spirits, and 
gave a cast to my countenance which confirmed the 
speenladon of the fiivorite. You have won my 
heart, pursued ^e, and it is in my contemplation to 
soften the severity of your bondage. Ton seem to 
be wortby of the aendmeuts whicb I have conceived 
fbr yOD. rniou^ disguised under the garb of a 
tiave, ytmr air is noble, and your physiognomy of a 
<jiaiaeter to recommend you to the good graces of a 
lady. Sudi an exterior must belong to one above 
die oommon. Unbosom' yourself to me in confi- 
dence ; tell me who you are. I know that captivea 
of superior condition aud ftmily disguise their real 
drcamstances, to be redeemed at a lower rate : but 
you have no inducement to practise such a deception 
on me ; and it would even be a precaution revolting 
to my dcsigns'in your &vor, since I here pledge my- 
self (or your liberty. Deal with sincerity thra«fore, 
aitd own to me at once that you are a youth of illus- 
trious ruik. In good earnest then, madam, answered 
I, it would ill become me to repay your generous par^ 
tiafily with dissimiilatiou. You are absotntely be&t 
opOD it, diat I Aould iutmst yoa witli the secret of 
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my quality, and conunands like youn are not to be 
questioned or resisted. I am the son of a Spanish 
grandee. And so it might actually have beeo, for 
anything tliat I know to the contrary ; at all events, 
liie sultana gave me credit for it, so that with con- 
siderable Belf-congratulation at having fixed her re- 
gai^ on a gentleman of some little figure in the 
world, she assured me that it only depended on 
herself whether or no we should meet pretty often 
in private. In fact, we were no niggards of our 
mutual good will at the very first appioadiee. I 
never met with a woman who was more what a man 
wishes her to be. She was, besides, an expert lin- 
guist, above all in Castilian, which she spoke with 
fluency and purity. Wlien she conceived it to be 
time for us to part, I got by her order into a large 
osier basket, with an embroidered silk covering of 
her own uLanufacture ; then the two slaves who had 
brou^ me in were called, to carry me out as a 
present from the favorite to h^ deluded lord; for 
under this pretence it is easy to screen any amor- 
ous exports from the inspection of the officers in- 
trusted with the superintendence of the women. > 

As for Farrukhnaz and myself, we were not slat^ 
in other devices to bing us together ; and that lovely 
dative inspired me by degrees with as much love as 
she herself entertained for me. Our good under^ 
standing was kept a profound secret for full two 
months, notwithstanding the extreme difficult in a 
seraglio of veiling the mysteries of love for any 
lei^gth of time from those uninitiated, whose eyes 
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are jaondiced by their own disqualificatdon. Neither 
was the diecorery made at last by the means of en- 
viouB spieB. An miluc^ chance disconcerted all onr 
Ihtle airangementa, and the features of my fbrtuae 
were at once aggravated into a frown. One day, 
when I had been introduced into the presence of the 
sultana, in the body of an artificial dragon, inrented 
aa a machine for a spectacle, while we were pai> 
I^ing most amicably together, Soliman, to whom 
we bod given credit for having gone out of town, 
made his unwelcome appearance. He entered so 
abruptly into his &Torite's apartment, as scarcely to 
leave time for the old slave to give us notice of hia 
i^iproach. Still less was there any opportunity to 
conceal me. Thus therefore, with all my enormities 
on my head, was I the first object which presented 
itself to the astonished eyes of the bashaw. 

He seemed considerably startled at the sight ; and 
his countenance flashed with indignation on the in- 
stant. I considered myself as a wretch, just hovers 
ing on the brink of the grave; and death seemed 
arrayed in all the par^hemalia <^ torture. As tot 
Farrukhnaz, it was very evident, in good truth, that 
she was miserably frightened ; but instead of owning 
ber crime and unploring pardon, she said to Soliman, 
My lord, before you pronounce my sentence, be 
pleased to hear my defence. Appearances, doubt- 
less, condenm me; and it most strike you that Z 
have conmiitted an act of treason worthy the most 
dreadful punishments. It is true, I have brought 
this young ci^tive hither ; it is true that I have 
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iotrodiiced him into nay apwiment, with jut swdi 
artifices u I «honld hare used if I had enteEtaised 
a violeiit.paaaion for him. And yet, I call our great 
{H-(^>het to witoeas, in apite of tfaeae seemiug irrq^ 
laTitiee* I am not fiuthkaa to you. It was my wiah 
to CQDveraa with tbia Chhstiaa slave, for tha pui|Kiae 
of diaangaging him &om lua own sect, and pmaelyt- 
iqg him to that of the tnie belierBra.. But I have 
found in him a principle of reaigtaiice for which I 
was not well piepared. I haTe, however, cooquered 
his pr^oi^ces j and he came to give me an assuiancp 
^lat be .would embrace MiJwmfft<w i "^m 

I do not mean to deny that it waa an act of do^ 
to hsve contradicted the &vorite flatly, without pay- 
iof the l^ut attention to the dangerous predicament 
in which I stood ; but my spirits were taken by nirr 
priae ; the beloved partner of my imprudence was 
boveiing on the brink of perditioa; and my own 
£rte was involved with bers. How could I do others 
wise than give a ulent and perturbed assent to. her 
impious fiction? My tongue, indeed, refused to 
ratify it ; but the bashaw, persuaded by my aoquiea- 
«ence that his mistress had told him tbe whole truth, 
and nothing but the trntJi, sofiered bis angry qiirit 
to be traoquillized. . Madam, answered he, I am willr 
ing to believe that you have committed no infidelity 
towards me ; and that the desire of doing a thing 
agreeable to tbe prophet has been tbe means of lead- 
ij\p you on to riak so hazardous and HfJing^^ j^ pro? 
oaeding- I ibrgive, therefor^, yonr.imprudeno^.on 
CMtditioB that, this, captive aawnow. ttje turixn on 
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ftr^ec He MBt imtiMdiirtelyibr apriMt'tc i»- 
UaSft n«i Mj dren wh dtoBgod witli ill dna onw 
OBDB^ tuts the TmUah. Tbey did jiut wfaat tliejr 
jdewed iridi i>e ; nor had I the caange to objeett 
or, to domyadf more jnctice, I Imeir not vrhat w« 
hMonrag of nw, in so drwdftl a disotder of all my 
ftonltiet aod fedinga. There an other good Cfaruh- 
tiwa in tbe world, vA» hare bean gnfl^of iqwate- 
^aag oa- Ion immnMnt entergeSKnea I 

Afisr the onemony, I took my Iwre of the a«> 
nglio, to go sod posaan mymi£^ under the naow of 
Sidy Hali, of m inferior office which SdUman had 
givm me. I nerer asw the raltoia more ; Imt a 
naatA of heca came oae di^ to look after me. He 
fareog ^ witb bia, aa a prea on t flora his mistresa^ 
jmrdz to » very ootuidenUe amount, aceompanied 
wnA a- letter, in which the lady aasnred ni« wb» 
dboold navar fergift mf ganeroaH «om[diaooe, is 
taming MahoaulBO to aave her lift. In point of 
iut, beaidea these lioh gifla, laviahed upon ma by 
Kmvkfamz, I (ditained through her intereat a SMM 
oonaJdeiaUa am^ft^ment than my fiiat, and in the 
oenneof «x or seven y«an became one of therioh- 
«at renegadoea iatfae town ol Algien. 

Ton moat ba parfeotly aware, that if I aaaiated 
at the pncyan put' up hylbe Muaai^Baaa in their 
Boaqaes, or fldfiUed: the o&fT obaemocea of their 
id^iioB, itmaall-amera oopyof my oouateaanee. 

* TtwN wBDdwlng ptlMti aieat fccwnt kaotra fnAMca t^Ui* 
BUDB of Huabnt. The fint gTmnoacfildKi of Bihloiila moit prot^ 
«t)lj ««« noaiiic mote.— TxiuraLAni*. 
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My incliiuitioa via always uniform and detennined 
as to retaining before my death into the bovom of 
our holy church ; and with thia view I looked for- 
ward to withdrawing some time or other into Spain 
or Italy with the riches I should have accumulated. 
Bat th^« seemed no reason whatever against enjoy- 
ing life in the interval. I was established in a mag- 
nificent mansion) with gardens of extent aitd beau^, 
a numerous train of slaves, and a well-^pointed 
equipage of pretty girls in my seraglio. Hiou^ the 
Mahometans are forbidden the use of wine in that 
country, they are not backwaid for the most part in 
their stolen libations. As for me, my or^es were 
without either a mask or a blush, »Sba the manner 
of my brother renegadoea. I remember in particnlar 
two of my bottle companions, with whom I often 
drank down the night before we rose from table. 
One was a Jew, and the other an Arabian. I took 
them to be good sort of people ; imd, with that im- 
pression, lived in unconstruned familiarity with 
them. One evening I invited them to sup at my 
house. On that veiy day a d<^ of mine died — it 
was a pet ; we pofoimed our pious ablutions on his 
lifoleas day, and buried him with all the solemn 
obsequies attendant on a Mahometan foneral. This 
act of ours was not designed to turn the religion we 
outwardly professed into ridicule ; it was only to 
funush ourselves with amusement, and give loose to 
a ludicrous whim which struck us in the moment of 
jollity, that of paying the last offices of humanity to 
my dog. 
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Hub action was, however, yery near laying me 
.'by the heels. On the following day there came a 
fellow to my house, saying, Master Sidy Hali, it is 
no laughing matter that induces me to pay you this 
visit. My employer, the cadi, wants to have a word 
in your ear ; be so good, if yon please, as just to 
step to his o£Bce , without loss of time. An Arabian 
merchant, who supped with yon Lost night, haa laid 
an information respecting a certain act of irrevereDCe 
perpetrated by you, on occasion of a dog which you 
boiied. It is on that charge that I sonmion you to 
appear this day before the judge ; and, in case of 
&ilure, you are hereby warned &st you will be the 
mbject of a criminal prosecution. Away w^it he, 
leaving me to digest his discourse ; but the citation 
stuck in my throat, and took away my iqipetita. 
He Arabian had no reason whatever to set his &ce 
against me ; and I could not comprehend the mean- 
ing of the dog's trick the scoundrel had played me. 
The circumstance, at all events, demanded my prompt 
attention. I knew the cadi's character — >a siunt on 
the outside, but a sinner in his heart. Away 
went I therefore to wut on this judge, but not with 
emp^ pockets. He sent for me into his private 
room, and b^an upon me in all the vehemence of 
pious indignation : You are a follow rejected out of 
paradise I a blasphemer of our holy law I a man 
loathsome and abominable to look upon I You have 
performed the funeral service of a Mussulman over a 
dog. What an act of sacrilege I Is k thus, then, 
that you reverence our most holy ceremonies? Have 
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jaa fml; tumid MiJioiurtMi to Iwj^ atoDrdfevo- 
tiuu and oar ritn ? Mj hDiUEed master* aannmi 
I, the Andbian iAx» faaa told j'ok anch a cDdc> and 
hull stmyig a. wolf in shaep's cladniig; andj mwe 
flsD diat, he ia-srenaaaoQcanplJoe ismyarune* if 
it ia.one, to gxant snch restaa to peace-parted aonla 
to a fidtMil hcKiBchoId senwit, ta an aniiDal witfa 
more good, qnalitiea than lialf the tmvl^ged.Mar 
hcnMt i ii: ont of CStrieteadom. Hia a aaM hment , 
beaidea,.to people of merit and cca»demtMm ia t^ 
«<irid was at. once moral and aenaiUe'; and A hia 
death he left.seFend little tokens of ranembranOQ'to 
int fiiendi. "B/j his laat will aod tfrtmnfiiti he 
heqoeadied his effects in the maoBer therein menr 
tknedt asid did me the ' homor to . naise' me fiir Ina 
exeeatac. This old crony came in ibr twenty 
eronut th«t. foe- thirty, uid another fitr a oaol 
hundred ; but yovr worship is intKXBtedi deenly in 
lUa inprtrmnent, pnnoedil, drawing out my pone; 
lie has left you nridony legatee, and hen is die 
■y"""* of the beqoeat. The cadi'a gravity notold 
not but nbz, after the poatfaoaiouB kindnesa of las 
deeeaaed ftiend ; and he laughed outright in the 
ftoB'trf'the mock executor. As we woe sXann, there 
was no oecaatos to make wry montha at the pmMt 
and. my acquittal was proDosntced in tlieae woida-: 
Go, Master Sidy Hali'; it wma a very pioua act of 
youiSt to enlarge the obsequiea a£a dog, who hadao 
toaxij ■ fUlowvfiseling'&r bcmest folks. 

By thiB.devjee I gDtantof the-Bcr^M; and if.tha 
hiat did, net iasgiainiiBy rei^;ion> itdonyad ny^^ 
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<9iai^>eatiin. I was detomiuMd no- longer toofm 
flUhH my oellv or lay aoul, in predeooe of Anbiaa 
w, Jaw. My botUs oompanioii beoce&rwoid ww a 
"ymng gaadfimuL £ro(B LogbcoBi who had the hu)> 
pio«as of being my slave. Hie name ww Azarini. 
I was. of another Iddi^y from reoegadoef in geaxni, 
who iv^>oM gnater hardships on thrar Chriotiao 
alavea, than do the Turks themeelves. All mj 
c^itives waited for the period of their raofom, withi- 
out any impatietit. liMtlcgHng tSter home. My 
bdnvkw to them waa, ia truth] so gentle and 
fiiltlwriyi tint many of them. a^Bured me they wen 
more afiwd of changing their master than anxiouf 
after their liberty ; whatever magio that word may 
l^ure to the ears of tfaoee who have, felt what it is to 
hp .deprived of it. 

One day the bashaw's o(»«urB came into port with 
OMwidenUe prises. Dteir cai^ amounted to mow 
than a hundred alaves of either sex, carried off &om 
the Spanish ooast. St^ioian retained but a Toy 
small iuuid>», and all the rest were sold. I hap- 
pened to go to market, and b«aght a Spanish jprl 
tmi or twdve years old. She otied as if her heart 
would Iweak, and lotted the |act«ra •oC despair. It 
seemed strapge iJtat at ber age slavery should mabs 
such an impresoion on her. I told her, in CaadliiWi 
to combat with her tcnxHS ; and aaswred her tbft 
aha was &llen into the hands of a master who had 
not put off humanity when he took up ik« turfaaib 
Die-Iittle owmmer, not initiated in the Jradeiof griff « 
IMnsied the sal^aot oS her linMwtatiiwHi wXhwt 
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liBtening to me. Her whole soul oeemed to be 
breadied in her si^ ; she descanted on her wrebdied 
fitte, and exclaimed from time to time, in softened 
accentA, O my mother, why were we ever parted? 
I oould bear my lot with patience, might we share it 
together. With these lamentadons on her lipa, she 
turned round towards a woman of from fire-aod- 
fixty to fifty, standing at the distance of several 
paces, and wuting, with her eyes fixed to the ground, 
in a determined, sullen silence, till she met with a 
purchaser. I asked my yoong bargain if the' lady 
she was looking at was her mother. Alas I she is, 
indeed, sir, replied the girl ; fiir the love of Qod, do 
not let me be parted &om her. Well, then, my dis- 
tressed little damsel, sud I, if it will give you any 
pleasure, there is no more to do than to settle yon 
both in the same quarters, and then you will give 
over your murmuring. On the very moment I went 
up to the mother, with the intention of cheapening 
ber ; but no sooner did I cast my eyes on her face, 
than I knew agun, with ^ihat emotion you may 
gueas I the very form and pressure of Luanda. 
Just heaven I said I within myself, this is my 
mother I Nature wtuspers it in n^ ear, and can I 
doubt her evidence P On her part, whether a keen 
resentment of her woes pointed out an enemy in 
evety object on which she glanced, or else it mi^t 
be my dress that disfigured me ; . . . or else I 
might have grown a little older in about a dozen 
years since idle had seen me; . . . but, however 
IdstOTians may aoooont for it, she did not know me. 
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3at I knew her, Kod bought her : the pair were sent 
bome to my honse. 

Wbea they were SBfely lodged, I wished to sur- 
prise them with the pleasure of ascertaining who I 
was. Madam, said I to Lucinda, is it possible that 
my features should sot strike you? TIs true, I 
wear whiskers and a turban : but ia Bapbael less 
your son for that? My mother thrilled throu^ all 
her &ame at these words, looked at me with an 
eager gaze, my i^ole self rushed into her recollec- 
tion, and into each other's arms we affectionately 
flew. I then caressed, in moderated ecstasies, her 
daughter, who perh^ts knew as much oboat hariog 
a brother as I did about baring a sister. Tell the 
truth, said I to my mother ; in all your theatrical 
disGOTCTes, did you ever meet with one so truly 
natural and dramatic as this? My dear son, an- 
swered she in an accent of sorrow, the first sight <^ 
yon after so long a separation overwhelmed me with 
j(^ ; but the revulsion was only the more deeply dis- 
bessing. In what condition, alas I do I again bdtold 
yon? My own slavety is a thousand times less te^ 
volting to my fiselings than the disgraceful habili- 
ments . . . Heyday I By all the powers, madam, 
intermpted I with a hearty lau^, I am quite 
deli^^ited with your newly-acquired morally: this 
is excellent in an actress. Well I well t as heaven 
is my judge, my honored mamma, yon are mightily 
improved in 3rour principles, if my transformation 
astounds your religious ^esi^t. So far from quai^ 
lelling with your turban, consider me rather as ao 
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MUt, {dayii^ m Tarideh dumoter on tllle«lageo^ 
the world. Though a oonfomust, I am jnM m fiiucii 
a Mnsndimn as when I wae in ^)am ; Tt&j, in the 
bottom of my heart, InAverwM amorefirm beliAvA 
ia our Christian creed titat at the present momtet. 
When you shall become ocqtuinted with all my haiis 
IWMdth eecfq)es, MDcelhave been d(KnestiGated in 
duB country, you will not be rigorous in your cen- 
sure. Lore has been the oune of my apostasy, and 
he who wonhipfl at that shrine maybe absolved fton 
oU other infidelities. I have a little of my mother in 
me, take my word (ot it. Anotiier reason beaidM 
ong^ to modente your disgust at senng me under 
my jMresent dnmnstanoes. Yon w«re expecting t» 
•xperioKe « hardi c^jtivity in Algiers, but you find 
in your protector a son, with all die tcudemess and 
tevevenoe batting His relation to you, and ri<lih 
enough to maintam ^on here in [rfenty and txmfyit, 
tQl a fiiTonble opportunity oAn of returning widi 
flfefely into iSpain. Admit, therefore, the force of 
&e proverb, which sayB diat evil itself is good fi» 
something. 

My dear son, said Lucinda, since you fully intend 
Mie day to go book into your own country, and to 
Arow off the atantle of Mahomet, my scruples are 
idl satisfied. IlMnbB to heaven, continued she, I 
AbU be able to carry back your sirter Beatrioe aafe 
and sound into Caatye. Yes, BMdam, exdabued I, 
so yon may. We will all 'three, as soon aa the seasM 
ms^ sdrve, go and throw onnelves into tiie tweott 
•f ow finnly t tor I make no matter of doubt hot 
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ytn M*e t^U in Spaiti. other iodiiqnatibte ^videnini 
of yoar praltfto powoB. No, aaid srr mcdier, I hten 
only jou two, the 'OApcing of mj bodf ; and you ftn 
to know that Bentnce is dK &uk of & muriage 
muHi&GtaKd in as worianvilike a. manner as toy 
wUhin the pale (rf" tbe chnn^. And pray, for yAmt 
KBsoo, replied I, might not iny little lister have bean 
just as oontrabaDd as myaelf? How did you evof 
work yoniself t^tothefonnidable reaohittonQf mtt^ 
Tying ? I have heazd yon -Bay a himdred tiaaei, ia 
my oluUhood, that there was ao benefit of ele^7 ftc 
a pi^ty wooiaa vrho oould oommit sooh an sAeooe 
as to take up wilh ahosfaaiid. TimsB and *en«oM 
dib and flow, my wml, rejoiaed she. Men of the 
■tost naohite diannter may be shaken in their pur- 
poees : and do yoa require that a womao should be 
inflexible in hen? Bat I viU now lelate to yva the 
rtory-of my lift eiaoe your dapnture frian Madrid. 
She then began die feUowing xec^al, whidi wiH 
never be obliterated frcm my neanory. I wiU »tt 
withhold from you ao eurioos a namthnt. 

It ia nearly thirteen years, if you recollect, aaid 
my mother, siace you left: young I^eganez. Jnst at 
tlut time, the Duke of MndJM Cdi txAd me that be 
had a mind to sup with me one evening in private. 
The day was Sxai. I made pKparatKHis fcr his t^, 
oepdon : he came, and I pleased hum. He required 
£rom me the sacrifioe of all his rtvals, past, presmt,- 
aod to come. I cane into his tevms, in the hope «f 
being well paid fin- my oon^laisance. Utere waa no 
defideacy oa that soore. On the very next aaoming, 
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I recttred ptesenta fiom him, which were followed 
ap by A long train of kiodied attentioBs. I was 
afraid of not being able to hold in mj chaina a man 
of hiB exalted rank : and this i^tprebension was the 
better founded, because it was a matter of notoriety 
that he had eac^ied from the clntchea of sereral cel- 
ebrated beauties, whose chains he had worn only for 
the purpose of breaking. But for all that, so far 
from surfeiting on the relish of my kindness, his 
i^)petite grew by what it fed on. In short, I found 
dut the secret of entertaining him, and impounding 
faia heart, naturally roving, ao that it shoidd not go 
astray according to its usual volatility. 

Ha had now been my admirer for three months, 
and I had every reason to flatter myself that the 
arrangement would be lasting, when a lady of my 
acquaintance and myself happoied to go to an as- 
sembly, wh^e the duch^s his vrife was of the party .~ 
We were invited to a concert of vocal and instru- 
mental music. We accidentally seated ourselves too 
near the duchess, who took it into her head to be 
afiont«d that I should exhibit my person in a place 
where she was. She sent me word, by one of her 
women, that e^e should take it as a favor if I would 
quit the room immediately. I sent back an answer 
just M saucy as the message. The duchess, irritated 
to fury, laid her wrongs before her husband, who 
came to me in person, and said. Retire, Lucinda. 
Hiou^ noblemen of the first rank attach themselves 
to jwetty playthings like yourself, it is highly unbe- 
coming in yon to foiget your pn^ier distaqoe. If 
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we love you better than our wives, we honor our 
wives more than you : whenever, therefore, your 
insolence §hall go so &r as to set yourselves up for 
their rivals under their veiy noses, you will always 
be mortified, and made to know your places. 

Fortunately the duke held his cruel language to 
me in so low a tone of voice as not to have been 
oreiiieani by the people about us. I withdrew in 
deep confusion, and cried with vexation at having 
incurred such as sSbont. At once, to crown my 
shame and aggravate my chastisement, the actora 
and actressea got hold of (he story on the very same 
evening. To do them justice, these gentry must 
contrive to entertain a familiar spirit, whose business 
is to fly about, and whisper in the ear of one what- 
ever bUa out amiss to the other. Suppose, for in- 
staooe, that ao actor gets drunk and makes a fool of 
himself, or an actress gets hold of a rich cully and 
makes a fool of him I Ilie green-room is sure to 
ring with all the particulars, and a few more than 
are true. All my kindred of the sock and buskin 
were informed at once of what had happened at the 
concert, and a blessed life tJtey led me with their 
quips and quiddities. Never was there charity like 
theira. Without b^pnning at home, heaven only 
knows where it ends I But I held myself too high 
to be a^cted by thur jibes and jeers : nor did even 
the loss of the Duke de Medina Ccli hang heavy on 
my spirits ; for tnie it was, I never saw him more at 
my toUet, but learned, a very short time after, that 
he had got into the trommels of a little warbler. 
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'When a theatncftl lady baa the good lufik to be in 
flwhion, she may change het lover as often ag her 
petticoat : and one noble fbot, should he even recover 
his wits at the end of three days, serves excellently 
well for a decoy to his successor. No sooner was it 
buzzed about Madrid that the duke had raised the 
ne^, than a new host of would-be ccmqueroA ap- 
peared before the trenches. The very rivab whom 
I had sacrificed to his wishes, loohing at my charms 
diroug^ the mi^nifying medium of delay and diaap- 
pointment, came back again in crowds to encounter 
new caprices ; to say nothing of a thousand fiesh 
hearts, ready to bargiun on the mere report of my 
being to let. I had never been so exclusively the 
mode. Of all the men who put in for being cajoled 
by me, a portly German, belonging to the Duke of 
Osstma's household, seemed to bid hi^est^ Not 
that his personal attractions were by any means the 
most catching ; but then there were a thousand ami- 
ablfl pistoles on the list of candidates, scraped to- 
gether by perquisites in his master's service, and 
turned adrift with the prodigality of a prince, in the 
hope of becoming my fitvored lover. This fiit pigeon 
to be plucked was l^ name Brutandorf. As long 
aa his pockets were Hned, his reception was warm : 
empty purses mert with listened doors. The prio- 
ciples on which my Iriendship rested were not alto- 
gether to his taste. He came to the play to look 
after me during the performance. I was behind the 
■cenes. It was his humor to load me with te- 
proachee ; it was mine to lau^ in his face. Ihia 
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provoked his boorish wrath, and he gave me a box 
on the ear, like a cluouy-fisted German as he waa. 
I set op a loud ecream : the bueiness of the stage 
was BUBpendcd. I came forward to the front, and, 
addreaaing the Duke of Ossuna, who was at the play 
on that occasion with his lady ducbesa, begged his 
protection from the German gallantry of his estab- 
lishment. The duke gave orders for our proceeding 
with the piece, and intimated that he would hear the 
parties after the curtain had dropped. At the con- 
clusion of the play I presented myself in all the 
dreary pomp of tragedy before the duke, and laid 
open my grids in all the majesty of woe. As for 
my German pugilist, his defence was on a level with 
his provocation : so far from being sorry for what he 
had done, bis fingers itched to give me another dress- 
ing. The cause being heard pro and con, the Duke 
of Ossuna sud to bis Scandinavian savage, Brutan- 
dorf, I dismiss you from my service, and beg never 
to see anything more of you, not because you have 
given a box on the ear to an actress, but for your 
^ore in respect to your master and mistress, in 
having presumed to interrupt the progress of the 
play in their presence. 

This decision was a bitter pill for me to swallow. 
It was high treason against my histrionic majesty, 
that the German was not turned off on the ground 
of having insulted me. It seemed difficult to con- 
ceive the possibility of a greater crime than that of 
insulting a principal actress : and where crimes are 
parallel, punishments should tally. The retribuUcn 
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In duB case would hare been ex^npluy ; and I ex- 
pected no lees. This UDpIeuant occurreitce unde- 
ceived me, and proved, to my mortification, that the 
public distinguished between the ac^rs and the per- 
sonages they may chance to enact. On this oonvic- 
tion, my pride revolted at the theatre : I resolved to 
give up my engagranents, to go and live at a distance 
from Madrid. , I fixed on the ci^ of Valencia for 
the place of my retreat, and went thither under a 
feigned character, with a property of twenty thou- 
sand ducats in money and jewels — a sum in my mind 
more than sufficient to mainteiTi me for the remain- 
der of my days, since it was my purpose to lead a 
retired life. I rented a small house at Valencia, 
and limited my establishment to a female servant and 
a page, who were as ignorant of my birth, parentage 
and education, as the rest of the town. I gave my- 
self out for the widow of an officer belonging to the 
long's household, and intimated that I had made 
choice of Valencia for my residence, on the report 
that it was one of the most agreeable neighborhooda 
in Spun. I saw very little company, and maintained 
so reserved a deportment that there never was the 
slightest suspicion of my having been an actress. 
Yet, notwithstanding all the pains I took to hide 
myself from the garish eye of day, I had worse suc- 
cess gainst the piercing ken of a gentleman who 
had a cowitry seat near Patema. He was of on 
ancient family, in person genteel and manly, from 
five-and-thirty to forty years of age, nobly connected, 
but Bcandalously in debt — a contradiction in the 
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TOORbnluy vX honor, neither more tmaccountablfl nor 
nDOommoQ in the kingdom of Valenda, than what 
takes place ereiy day in other parte of the dvilized 
world. 

Hiia gentleman of a generation or two before the 
present, finding my person to his liking, wax deeirous 
c^ knowing if in other respects I was a oonunodity 
for hia market. He set every engine at work to 
inquire into the most minut« particulars, and had 
the pleasure to leam from general report, that I waa 
a wann widow with a comfortable jointure, and » 
person little, if anything, tlie worse for wear. It 
struck him that this wae just the match ; so that in 
a very short time an old lady came to my house, 
telling me from him, that with equal admiration of 
vtj virtues and my charms, he laid himself and hia 
fortune at my feet, and was ready to lead me to the 
altar, if I could condescend so tar as to become his 
wife. I required tlirec days to make up my mind 
on the subject. In this interval, I made inquiries 
■bout the gentleman ; and hearing a good character 
of him, notwithstanding the deranged state of his 
finances, it was my determination to marry him vritb- 
out more ado, so that tbe preliminaries were soon 
ratified by a definitive treaty. 

Don Manuel de Xerica — for that was my husband's 
name — took me itnmediateiy after the ceremony to his 
castle, which had an air of antiquity hi^y flattering 
to his &mily pride. He told a stoiy about one of his 
ancestors who built it in days of yore, and because 
it was not founded the da; before yesterday, jumped 
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to a coaclurioa that there was not s more i 
houee in Spain than that of Xerica. Bnt nobilityi 
like perishable mercfaaodiee, will run to decay ; tbo 
castle, shored up on this Bide and on that, was in the 
yeey agony of tumbling to pieces : what a buttress 
fer Don Manuel and fbr his old walls was his nuuv 
liage with me I More than half my savings were 
laid out on repairs ; and the rendue was wanted to 
set us going in a genteel style among our country 
neighbors. Behold me then, you who can believe 
it, landed on a new planet, trjmsfiirmed into the pre- 
siding genius of a castle, the Ijady Bonntiful of my 
parish : our stage machineTy could never have fur- 
nished such a change I I was too good an actress 
not to have supported my new rank and dignity with 
^>propriate grace. I assumed hi^ airs, theabricaj 
grandetu^, a most digni£ed strut and demeanor; 
all which made the bumpkins conceive a wonderful 
idea of my exalted origin. How would tjiey not 
have ddded their fancies at my expense, had th^ 
known the real truth of the case I Tlie goitry c^ 
the neighborhood would have scofied at me most un- 
mercifully, and the country people would have been 
much more chaiy of the respect they showed me. 

It was now near six years that I had hved very 
happily with Dou Manuel, when he ended ways, 
means, and life together. My legacy consisted of a 
broken fortune to splice, and your sister Bear 
trice, &ea more than four years old, to maintain. 
The caiitle, which vras our only tangible resource, 
was unfortunately mortgaged to several creditor^. 
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A» {MUMtpal of whom w»8 (Hte Bernard Astiito. 
Gimnkig by luww, lad etutBing by nature 1 He 
practised as an attorney at Valencia, and boie bis 
jaoultiee in all the infemy of pettifogging ; law asd 
equi^- conspired in his persoa to push the trade of 
cozening and swindling to the atmoet ^Etremity. 
To diink of felling into the dutches of sndi a cred- 
itor 1 A gentleman's property, under the gripe (^ 
sDch a daw- ae this attorney's, affiHxls much the 
same sport us a lamb to a wolf, or a dove to a kite. 
Nearly after the &shion of these beasts and tnrds of 
prey, did Signer A^tuto, when informed of my has- 
band's death, horer over his victim, concealing his 
fell poipoee under the ambush of the law. The 
whole estate would have been swallowed up in plead> 
mga, affidavits, demurrers, and rejoinders, but for 
the Ught thrown upon the proceedings by my lucky 
star ; under whose influence the plaintiff was turned 
at once into defendant, and was left without a re^y 
to the argumei^ of these all-powerful eyes. I got 
to the blind side of him In as interview, which 1- 
coDtnTcd during the progress of our litigation. 
Nothing waa wanting on my part — I own it frankly 
— to fill him brimful of the tender passion ; an ardent 
longing to save my goods, chattels, and domun, 
made me practise upon him, to my own disgust, that 
system of coquettish tactics and flirtation whidi had 
drawn so many former fools into an ambuaoade. 
Yet, with all the resources of a veteran, I was very 
near letting the attorn^ escape. He was so bar- 
ticaded by mouldy parchments, so immured in 
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actiona and infbmuitioiu, aa scarcely to seem aa»> 
cc^tible of any love but the love of law. The truth, 
however, was, that this mojung pettifogger, this 
porer over ponderous ahridgmenta, this scrawler of 
acts and deeds, had more young blood in him than 
I was aware of, and a trick of looking at me out of 
tlie comer of his eye. He profeesed to be a novice in 
the art of courtship. My whole heart and soul, 
madam, sud he, have been wedded to my profes- 
sitm ; and the consequence has been, that the uses 
and customs of gallantry have seemed weary, stale, 
flat, and improfitable to me. But though not a 
man of outward show, I am well lumished with the 
stock in trade of love. To come to the point at 
once, if yoa can restive in your mind to many me, 
we will make a grand bonfire of Hie whole lawsuit ; 
and I will g^ve the go-by to those rascally creditors, 
who have joined issue with me in our attack upon 
your estate. You shall have the life interest, and 
yoor daughter the reversion. So good a bai^ain 
for Beatrice and myself would not allow of any 
wavering : I closed without delay on the conditions, 
Thib attorney kept his word most miraculously : he 
turned short round upon the other creditors, defeated 
them with the very weapons himself had fur- 
nished for their joint campaign, and secured me in 
tlte possession of my house and lands. It was 
probably the first time in his life that he had takeo 
up the cause of the widow and the orphan. 

Thos did I become the honored vriie of an attor- 
ney, without loung my rank as the lady of the 
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manor'. But this incongruous marriage ruined me 
in the esteem of the geutiy about Valencia. The 
women of quali^ looked upon me as a person who 
had lowered herself, and retused an^ longer to visit 
me. This inevitably threw me on the acquaintance 
of the tradeepeople ; a circumBtance which could not 
do otherwise than hurt my feelings a little at first, 
becaoee I had been accustomed, for the kst six 
years, to aasociate only with ladies of the hi^>er 
classes. But it was in rain to fret about it ; and I 
soon found mj level. I ' got most intimately ac- 
quainted with the wives of my husband's brethren 
of the quill and brief. Tlieir characters were not a 
litde entertaining. There was an absurdi^ in their 
manners which tickled me to the very soul. These 
bnmpery fine ladies held themselves up for some- 
thing ftr above the common run. Well-«-day I 
said I, to myself, every now and then, when they 
fbrgot the Uue bag : this is the way of the woiM I 
Every one iancies himself to be something vastly 
superior to his neighbor. I thought we actresses 
only did not know our places ; women at the lower 
end of private life, as &r as I see, are just as absurd 
in their pretensions. I should like, by way of check 
upon their presumption, to propose a law, that 
&mily pictures and pedigrees should be hung up in 
every house. Were the situation left to the choice 
of the owner, the deuce is in it if these l^al gentry 
would not cram their scrivening ancestors either into 
the cellar or the garret. 

After fear years passed in the holy state of wed- 
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lock, Si^or Benuunlo d'Astuto fell sick, aiul weqJi 
tlic way of «11 fleah. We bad no fkmily. BeWeen 
my Betderaeot and what I waa worth befive, I found 
nxyself a well-endowed widow. I had too the rep- 
Btation of being bo ; and on this report, a Sicili«a 
gmtlemao, by name CoUficbuu, detenoined to stick 
ifi my «kift8» and either min or marry me. The 
alteraatiTS waa kindly left to my owa choice. He 
was come &om Palermo to see Spain, aind, after 
having satisfied his curiosity, was waitio^, as he said 
at Valencia for an i^portani^ of taking his passage 
back to Sidly. Tba spark was not quite fire-and-. 
twenty ; of an elegant, though diminutive person ; 
;, . . '. in abort, his figure absolutely haunted me^ 
He found the means of gettii^ to tiie speech, of me 
in private; and^ I will own it to you frankly, I fell 
diatraotecUy in love with him from the m«nent (^ 
oar very first interview. On his part, the litlle 
knave flovnoed oyer head and ears in admiration of 
my dianns. I do really think — God forgive me for 
it — that we should have been married out of band* 
if the death of the attorney, whose funeral baked 
meats were scarcely cold enough to have furnished 
fordi the marriage tables, would have allowed me tp 
contract a new engagement at so short a warning. 
But, since I had got into the matrimonial line, it 
was necessary that where the church makes the 
feast, the devil should not send cooks ; I therefore 
took care always to season my nuptials to the palatp 
of the world at large. 
■ Ihus did we agree to delay our coming to- 
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getber fbr a time, out of s tender r^srd to ap- 
pearances. Colificbini, in tlie mean time, devoted 
all his attentions to me : his paaaion, &r from lao* 
guishing, seemed to become more a port of himself 
from da; to day. The poor lad was not too fluali 
of ready money. This struck my obserration.; and 
he was no longer at a loss for his little poolrat ex- 
penses. Besides being very nearly twice his age, I 
reCoUected having laid the men uoder cootiibulioa 
in my younger days ; so that I looked upon what I 
was then lavudung as a sort of restitution, which 
balanced my debtor and creditor accoimt, and made 
me quits with my conscience. We waited, as pa- 
tiently as oar frailty would allow, for the period when 
widows may in decency so &r surmount their grief 
as to try their luck again. When the hi4>py morn- 
ing rose, we presented ourselves before the altar, 
where we pli^^ted our faith to each other by oaths 
the most solemn and binding. Wq then retired to 
my castle, where I nay truly say timt we lived fin 
two yean, less as hosband and wife than as tender 
and onfettered lovers. But alas I such a onion, so 
hi^py and sentimental, was not long to be the lot of 
hnmamty: aplenrisycarriedoff my dearCoMchinii 
At this passage in her history, I interrupted my 
mother. Heyday I madam, your third husband d^ 
■patched already ? You must be a most deadly tak- 
ing. What do you mean ? answered she : is it for 
me to ^spute the will of heaven, and lengthen the 
days parcelled out to every son of earth ? If I have 
lost three husbands. It -was none of my finilt. Tiro 
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of than cost me msny a salt tear. If I buried mj 
with dry eyes, it was the attorney. As that waa 
lOerely a match of interest, I was easily reconciled 
to the loss of him. But to return to CoMchini ; I 
was going to tell you, that some months after his 
death, I had a mind to go and take possession of a 
coontry house near Palermo, which he had settled 
on me as a jcnnture, by our marriage contract.' I 
took my passi^ for Sicily with my dan^ter : hut 
we were token on tLe voyage by Algerine coreairs. 
This ci^ was our destinadon. H^)pily for us, yon 
h^pened to be at the market where we were pot up 
iix sale. Had it been otherwise, we must have 
&Uen into the hands of some barbarian purchaser, 
who would have used us ill ; and we prolMU)ly might 
have passed our iriiole life in slavery, nor would yon 
ever have heard of us. 

Such was my mother's story. To return to my 
own, gentlemen, I gave her the best ^wrtment in 
my house, with the liberty of living after her own 
fashion ; whidi was a circomstance very agreeaUe 
to her taste. She had a confirmed habit of loving, 
brou^t to such a system by so many repeated ex- 
periments, that it was impossible ibr her to do 
without either a gallant or a husband. At first she 
looked with &vor upon some of my slaves: but 
Hall P^^elin, a Oh-eek renegado, who sometimes 
came and called upon us, soon drew all her glances 
on himself. She conceived a stronger passion for him 
than she had ' ever done for CoMchini : and such 
was her i^tude for pleasing the men, that she 
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found the way tp wind herself about the heart <^ thu 
man also. I seemed aa if unconscious of their good 
nnderatanding ; being then intent only on my Tetam 
into Spain. The bashaw had already ^ren me 
leave to fit out a vessel, for the purpose of sweeping 
the sea and committing acts of piracy. This anna- 
ment was my sole object. Just a week before it 
was completed, I said to Lucinda, Madam, we shall 
take our leave of Algiers almost immediately ; so 
that you will bid a long farewell to an abode which 
yon cannot but detest. 

My mother turned pale at these words, and stood 
silent and motionless. My surprise was extreme. 
What do I see ? said I to her : whence comes it 
that you preeeat such an image of terror and de- 
spair ? My design was to fill you with transport ; 
but the effect of my intelligence seems only to over- 
whelm you with affliction. I thought to have been 
thanlced for my welcome news ; and hastened with 
eagerness to tell you that all is ready for our de- 
parture. Are you no longer in the mind to go back 
into Spain? No, my son ; Spain no longer has any 
charms fi>r me, answered my mother. It has been 
the scene of all my sorrows, and I have tamed my 
back <m U for era:. What do I hear? exclaimed I, 
in ao agony : ah I tdl me rather that it is a fittal 
passion which alienates you &om your native country. 
Just heavens I what a change I When you landed 
here, every object that met your eyes was hateful to 
them, but Hali Pegelin has given another color to 
your &ncy. I do not deny it, replied Lucinda ; I 
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lore that rtoegado, and mean to take him for mf 
&urth huBband. What an idea 1 intemipted I, with 
borror : you to mitny a MueBulnuw I You ibrget 
yourself to be a Chtietiaa, Or rather have hitherto 
been one only in name, and not in heart. Ah I my 
dear mother, what a futurity do you present to my 
imagination I You are running headlong to your 
eternal ruin. You are going to do voluntarily, and 
from impure motiree, what I have only done under 
the pressure of neceaaity. 

X urged many other arguments, in the same strain, 
to tarn h«- aside from her purpose, but all my elo- 
quence was wasted ; she had made up her mind fa> 
her fiiture destiny. Not sattafied with following the 
bent of her base indiuadons, and leaving her son to 
go and live with thia renegado, she had even formed 
a^design to settle Beatrice in her own family. This 
I (^poeed with all my mi^t and main. Ah I 
wretched Luanda, said I, if notliing ia capable <^ 
keeping you within the limits of your dutf , at least 
rush on peidition alone ; confine within yourself the 
fiiry which possesses you ; east not a young ionooent 
headlong over a precipice, though you yourself may 
venture on the let^; Luanda quitted my presence 
in moody silenoe. Zt stnudc me that a rannant 
of reason still enhghtened her, and that she would 
not obstinately persevere in requiring her dangfator to 
be given iq> to her. How httle did I know of my 
mother I One of my slaves said to me two days 
afterwards, Sir, take care of yourself. A c^tive 
belonging to Pegelin has juat let m6 into a secret, 
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of vliidi you cannot too booh rtuI yourself. Yotar 
mother has changed Iier religion ; and as a puniflh- 
ment npon you for having refused Beatrice to her 
wiahes, it is her purpose to acquaint the bashaw with 
your flight, I could not fbr a momoit doubt but 
what Lucinda was the woman to do just what my 
■lave had said she would. The lady had given me 
manifold opportunities of studying her character; 
and it was sufficiently evident that, by dint of playing 
bloody parte in tragedy, she had familiarized herself 
with the gnilty scenes of real tif^. It would not iU 
the least have gone against her nature to have got 
me burned alive ; nor, probably, would the have been 
more afi^cted by my exit afler that ftshion, than by 
the winding op of a dramatic tale. 

Hie wuning of my slave, th^vfore, waa not to 
be ne^ected. My embarkation was hastened on. 
I took srane Turks on board, aocoiding to the prac- 
tice of the Algerine corsairs when going on a jd- 
ratkal expedition ; but I engaged no more than wai 
necessary to blind the eyes of jealousy, and weighed 
anchor from the port as soon as possible, with all my 
slaves and my sister Beatrice. You will do right to 
suppose that I did not forget, in that moment of 
anxiety, to pack up my whole stock of money and 
jewels, amounting probably to the worth of six 
thousand ducats. When we were fiuriy out at sea, 
we b^an by securing the Turks. Hiey were easily 
mastered, as my slaves outnumbered them. We 
had so &vorabIe a wind, that we made the coast of 
Italy in a very short time. Without irt or hinderance, 
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we got into the harbor of Lef^m, where I thonght 
the whole city must have come out to see us land. 
Hie fiither of mj slave Azarini, either accidetitaUy or 
from curiosity, h(q)peued to be among the gazers. 
He looked with all his eyes at my ciq)tives, as they 
came ashcMV ; but, though his object was to discover 
his lost flon among the number, it was with little 
h(^ of so fortunate a result. But how power^ is 
the plea of nature I What transports, expressed by 
mutual embraces, followed the red^nition of a tie 
■0 dbse, but bo painAilly interrupted for a time I 

As soon as Azarini bad acquainted his father who 
I was, and what brought me to Leghorn, the old 
man obliged me, as well as Beatrice, to accqit of an 
i^Mrtment in his house. I shall pass over in silence 
the description of a thousand ceremonies, necessary 
to be gone throng, in order to my return into the 
bosom r£ the church ; suffice it to say, that I for- 
swore Mahometanism with much more sincerity than 
I had pledged myself to it. After having entirdy 
purged myself from my Algerine leaven, I sold my 
■hip, and set all my slaves at liberty. As for the 
Turks, they were committed to prison at Le^om, 
to be exchanged against Cluistians. I received land 
attentioD in abundance from the Azarini family ; 
indeed, the young man married my sister Beatrice, 
who, to speak the truth, was no bad match for him, 
being a gentleman's daughter, and inheriting tbp 
castle of Xerica, which my mother had taken care to 
Irt out to a rich &rmer of Fatemai when she resolved 
upon her voyage to Sicily. 
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From Leg^ioTn, afi«r having staid there some 
tinM, I cfaparted for Florence, a town I had a strong 
desire to see. I did not go thither vrithout letters 
of recommendation. . Azarini, the &ther, JiaA conneo- 
tiona at the grand duke's court, and introdnced me 
to th'fn as a Spanish gentleman related to his &milT> 
I tailed don to my name, in honest livalry of in^ 
pudence with other low Spaniards, who take up that 
travelling title of honor without compimction, when 
iar enough &om home to. set detection at defiance. 
Boldly then did I dub myself Don Raphael, and ap- 
peared at court with suitable splendor, on the 
strength of what I had brought from Algiers, to 
ke^ my nobili^ from starving. The hi^ personagea 
to whom <^ Ag^ni had written in my &vor, gave 
out in tbeir circle that I was a person of quality ; so 
that with this testimony, and a natural knack I had 
of giving myself airs, the deuce must have been in 
it if I could not have passed moater for a man of some 
conoeqaence. I soon got to be hand in glove with 
the principal nobility, and they presented me to 
dte grand .duke. • I had the good fortune to nutke 
myself i^;reeable. It then became an otgect with 
me to pay court to that prince, and to study his 
humor. I sucked in with greedy ear all that his 
moot ezperi^iced courtiers said about him, and l^ 
their oonversation fathomed all his peculiarities. 
Among other things, he encouraged a play of wit; 
was fond of good stories and lively repartees. On 
this bint I formed myself. Fvery morning I wrote 
down in my pocket-book such aneodotes as I meant 
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to rack off in the couTse of the day. My stock was 
ooiuiderably extensive, so tJiat I was a walking bnd- 
f^ of bdderdash. Tet even my estate in nonsense 
xeqoired eoomnny, and I began to get out at elbows, 
eo aa to be reditced to borrow from myself, and 
mortgage my resonices twon^ times over ; but when 
the shallow current of my wit and wisdom was 
nearly at its summer drouj^t, a torrent of mattor-of-' 
feet lies gave new force to the exhausted stream of 
quibble. Intrigues whioh never had been intrigaed» 
and practical jokes which had never been played off, 
w(se the tools I worked with, and exactly to the 
level of the grand duke ; nay, what often happens to 
dull dealers in inextinguishable vivacity, the morn- 
ings were spent in financiering those fimds of convet^ 
sation, which were to be drawn upon after dinner, 
as if from a perennial spring of prMematural wealth. 
I had even the impudence to set np fw a poet, 
and made my broken-winded muse trot to the praises 
of the priocei I allow candidly that the verses were 
ezeorable ; but then they were quite good enou^ 
for their readers ; and it remains a doubt whether, 
if dwy had been better, the grand duke would not 
have thrown them into the fire. They seemed to be 
just what he vrould have writteti upon himself. In 
short, it was inqtosaible to nuss the proper style on 
Buoh a subject. But whatever might be my merit 
as a poet, the prince, by little and little, took such a 
liking to TDj peivon, aa gave occasion of jealousy to 
his oonrtiers. They tried to find out who I was. 
This, however, was beyond their compass. All th^ 
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oould loarn was, Uiat I had been 8 renegade. This 
was whispered forthwith in the prince's ear, in the 
hopes of hurting me. Not that it succeeded ; on 
the contrary, the grand duke one da; commanded 
me to give him a fiiithiiil account of raj adventures 
at Algiers. I obeyed, and the rental, without 
reserve on my part, contributed more than any other 
of my stories to his entertainment. 

Don Baphael, said be, after I had ended my naiv 
ratdve, I have a real r^ard for you, and mean to 
give you a proof of it, whidi will place my sincerity 
be7<»)d a doubt. Henceforth you are admitted into 
my most private confidence, as the first iruits of 
which, you are to know that one of my ministers has 
a wife, with whom I am in love. She is the most 
enohaoting creature at ourt, but at the same time 
the most impregnable. Shut up in her own house- 
ht^, exclusively attached to a husband who idolizes 
her, she seems to be ignorant of the combustion her 
diarms have kindled in Florence. You will easily 
conceive the difficulty of such a conquest. And yet 
this epitome of loveliness, so deaf to all the whispers 
of common seduction, has sometimes listened to my 
si^. I hare found the means of spealdng to her 
without witoeeses. She is not unacquainted with 
my sentiments. I do not flatter myself with having 
warmed her into love ; she has given me no reason 
to form so sweet a conjecture. Yet I will not de- 
spur of pleasing her by my constancy, and by the 
caodoue conduct, even to myatoy, which I take care 
toobaerve. 
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My passion for diia l&dy, continaed he, is known 
only to heraelf. Instead of pursuing my gune 
wantonly, and overleaping tbe rights of my sabjecta, 
like a true sovereign, I conceal &om all the world 
the knowledge of my lore. This delicacy seems due 
to Maw»rini, the hnsbaod of my beloved mistress. 
His zeal and attachment to- me, his services and 
honesty, oblige me to act in this business with the 
closest secrecy and drcomapecdon. I will not 
plunge a da^^or into the bosom of this ill-starred 
husband, by declaring myself a suitor to his wife. 
Would he might forever be insensible, were it 
within possibility, to the secret flame- which devours 
me ; for I am persuaded that he would die of gtief 
were he to know tbe circumstances I have just now 
confided to you. I therefore veil my pursuit in im- 
poietrable darkness, and have detenoined to make 
use of you fw tbe purpose of conveying to Lucrctia 
the merit of the sacrifices my delicacy imposes on 
my feelings. Of these you shall be the interpreter. 
I doubt not but you will acquit yourself to a marvel 
of your commissum. Contrive to be intimate with 
Maecarini ; make a point of worming yourself into 
his fiiendehip. Then an introduction to his &mily 
will be easy ; and you will secure to yourself tbe 
liberty of conversing finely with his wife. This is 
what I require from you, and what I feel assured 
that you will execute wiUi all the dexterity and dis- 
cretion necessary to so delicate an undertaking. 

I promised the grand duke to do my utmost in 
fiirtheranoe of his good opinion, and in aid of his 



Digmzefl by Google 



BlSTOBr OF DON RAPHAEL. 149 

snooeaa with the object of hia deeires. I kept my 
word without loes of time. No pains were spared to 
get into Mascorini'B good gracee ; and the design 
wu not difficult to acoomplish. Delisted to find 
his firiendahip sought hy a man possessing the affec- 
tions (^ the prince, he advanced half way to meet 
my orertores. His house was always open to me ; 
my interconrse with his lady was unrestrained ; and 
I have DO hesitation in affirming my measures to 
have been taken ao wellf as to have precluded tltB 
ali^^btest mis[»cion of the embassy intrusted to my 
management. It is true, he hiul but a small share 
of the Italian jealousy, relying as he did on the 
virtoe of his Lucretia ; so that he often shut himself 
op in his closet, and left roe alone widi her. I 
entered at once into the pith and marrow of my sub- 
ject, Hie grand duke's passion was my topic with 
the la^ ; and I told her that the motive of my visits 
was only to plead for that prince. She did not 
seem to be over head and ears in love witli him ; and 
yet, methou^t, vanity forbade her to frown detn- 
sively on his addresses. She took a pleasure in 
listening to his sighs, without sighing in concert. A 
certain propriety of heart she had ; but then she was 
a woman, and it was obvious tbal^ her rigor wag 
giving way insensibly to the triumphant image of a 
■overeign bound in the fetters of her resistless 
charms. In short, the prince had good reason to 
flatter himself that he might dispense with the ill- 
ln«eding of a Tarquin, and yet bend Lncretia to a 
compliance with his longings. - An incident, how- 
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ever, the most anezpected in the uuials of rt 
bluted his flattering proBpecta ; in yihat manner joa 
ffh^]! hear. 

I am OBtunlly &ee and eaay wiUi the women. 
This constitutional asHurance, whether a bleBsiog or 
a curse, was ripened into inveterate hahit amtmg the 
Turks. Lucretia was a pretty woman. I forgot 
Uiat I was courting I^ proxy, and assumed the tone 
of a principal. Nothing oould exceed the warmth 
and gallantry with which I ofl^red my serricea to the 
lady. Far &om i^tpearing offended at my boldness, 
or silencing me by a resentful answer, she only said, 
with a sarcastic smile. Own the truth, Don Raphael ; 
the grand duke has pitched upon a veiy fiiithAil and 
sealous agent. You serve him with an integrity not 
sufi^ently to be commended. Madam, said I in the 
same strain, let lu not examine things with too modi 
nicety. A truce, I beseech you, with moral discns- 
siona ; they are not of my element : good honest 
passion tallies better with our natures. I do not 
believe myself, after all, the first prince's oonfiduit 
who has ousted his master in an a&ir of gallantry ; 
your great lords have often dangerous rivals in mmn 
humble messengers than myself. That may be, re- 
plied Lucretia : but a haughty temper stands with 
me in the place of virtue, and no one under the 
d^ree of a prince shall ever sully these charms. 
Kegulate your behavior acooidin^y, added she in a 
tone of serious severity, and let us diange the sub- 
ject. I willin^y bury your presumption in oblivion, 
provided you never hold similar disoourse to me 
again : if yon do, you may r^>ent of it. 
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Utongfa this was a oommmt of some importance 
on my text, and ou^t to have been heedfiilly conned 
over, it was no bar to my still entertaining Mascsr 
carini's wife with my passion. I even pressed her, 
with more importunity than heretofore, for a kind 
consent to my tender entreaties ; and was rash 
enou^ to feel my ground, by some little personal 
freedoms. The lady then, offended at my words, 
and still more at my Mahometan quips and cruiks, 
gave a complete set down to my assurance. She 
threatened to acquaint the grand duke widi my im- 
perdnenoe ; and declared she would moke a point of 
lus punishing me as I deserved. These menaces 
bristled up my spirit in return. My love tamed at 
once into hatred, and determined me to revenge my* 
self tor the contempt with which Lucretia hod treated 
me. I went in quest of her husband ; and after hav- 
ing bound him by oath not to betray me, I informed 
him of his wife's correspondence with the prince, and 
fiiilod not to represent her as distractedly enamoured 
of him, by way of hedj^tening the interest of the 
aoeoe. The minister, lest the plot should become 
too intricately entangled, shut his wife up, without 
any law but his own will, in a secret iqiartment, 
where he placed her under the strict guard of con^ 
dential persons. While she was thus kept at bay by 
dw wotclndogs of jealousy, who prevented her from 
acqnainting the grand duke with her situation, I 
aimomiced to that prince, witii a melancholy ur, that 
he mnst think no longer of Lucretia. I told him 
that Mascarini had doubtlesB discovered all, sinoo be 
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had taken it into hia head to keep a guaid over his 
.vrife ; that I could not' conceive what had induced 
■him to suspect me, as I fiattard myself with having 
always behaved according to the most improved rules 
of discredou in such cases. The hAy mig^, I sug- 
gested, have been befordiaad, and owned all to her 
husband; and had, perhape, in concert with him, 
BoSered herself to be immured, in order to lie hid 
&Am a pursuit so dangerous to her virtue. Hie 
prince appeared deeply afflicted at my relation. I 
was not unmoved by his distress, and repented 
more than once of what I hod done ; but it was too 
late to retract. Besides, I must acknowledge, a 
spiteful joy tingled in my veins, when I meditated 
on the distreased' condition of the disdainiul lair 
who had spumed my vows. 

I. was feeding with impunity on the pleasure of 
revenge, so palatable to all the world, but moat of 
all to Spaniards, when one day the grand duke, chat* 
ting with five or six nobles of his court and myself, 
said to us, In what manner would you judge it fib- 
ting for a mut to be punished, who should' have 
abused the confidence of his prince, and designed to 
step in between him and hie mistress? The beat 
way, said one of the courtiers, would be to have 
him torn to pieces by four horses. Another gave it 
as his veidict that he should be soundly beaten till 
he died tmder the blows of the executioner. The 
most teDder-hearted and merciful (^ these Italians, 
with comparative lenity towards the culprit, wished 
only just to admonish him of his fault, by throwing 
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him from the top of a tower to the bottom. And 
Don Raphael, resumed the grand doke after a pause, 
what is his opinioa? The Spaniards, in all likeli- 
hood, would improve upon our Italian severity, in a 
case of such a^;ravated treacbeiy. 

I Itilly understood, aa ^n may well suppose, that 
Mascarini had not kept hie oath, or that hit wife had 
devised the means of aoqnainting the prince with 
what had passed between her aod me. My conn- 
teaaoce sufficiently betokened my inward Station. 
But for all that, suppressing aa well as I could my 
rising emotion and alarm, I replied to the grand 
dokeina steady tone of voice. My lord, the Span- 
iards are more generous ; under such drcumstances, 
tli^ would paidon the unworthy betrayer of his 
trust, and by that act of unmerited goodness would 
kindle in his soul an everlasting abhorrence of his 
own villany. Yea, truly, sud the prince, and I feel 
in my own breast a similar spirit of lOTbearance. 
Let the trutor then be pardoned ; since I have my- 
self only to blame for baring given my confidence to 
a man of iriiom I had no knowledge, but, on the con- 
trary, mnch ground of suspicion, according to the 
current of common report. Don Baphael, added he, 
my revenge shall be confined to this single interdict. 
Quit my dominions immediately, and never appear 
again in my presence^ I withdrew in all haste, less 
hurt at my disgrace, than dehghted to have got off 
so cheaply. The very next day I embarked in a 
Barcelona sh^, just setting sail &om the port of 
Le^MTQ OD its return. 
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At this period of hk histoiy I intoRnpted Don 
Bt^Jwel to tlie Mknnag efl^: For « mat of 
shrewdnesa, methinks 7011 Treie not a little off toot 
guard, in tnuting jcnmelf at Fkuence for evtsi K> 
short a time, after having diaooTered the prino^a 
love of Lucretia to Maacanm. You mi^ well 
haro foreboded that the grand duke would sot be 
long in getting to the knowledge of your duplidtj. 
Your observation is very jnst, answered the wdl- 
matched son of so eccentric a motiier as I^icinda; 
•nd for that reason, not trusting to the minister's 
promise of screening me bom his master'a indigna- 
tion, it had been mj intention to disappear witliout 
taking leave. 

I got safe to Barcelona, continued be, with the 
remnant of the wealth I had tnvugfat frtHn Algiers ; 
but the greater part had been squandered at Horenoe 
jn enacting the Spanish gentleman. I did not stay 
' long in Catalonia. Madrid was the dear place of n^ 
nativity, and I had a longing desire to see it again^ 
which I satisfied as soon as possible ; for mine was 
not a temper to stand parleying with its own indi- 
nattoofl. On my arrival in town, I chanced to tako 
up my abode in a ready-furnished lodging, where 
dwelt a lady, by name Camilla, l^ough at some 
distance from her teens, she was a very spirit-stdrring 
creature, as Signor Gil Bias will bear me out in say- 
ing ; for he fell in with her at YalladoUd nearly about 
the same time. Her parts were still more eztraord^- 
naty than her beauty ; and never had a lady with a 
character to let a h^qner taleiA of invagling fo(Aa 
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to their rnin. But she wts not li^ those seLfiah 
jilta who put out the cullibility of tfaeir lovers to usuiy . 
The pillage of the plodding merchant, or the grave 
fiunilj man, was squandered upon the first gambler 
<a prize-fighter who happened to find his way into 
hw frolicsome &ncy. 

We loved one another from the first moment, and 
the conformity of our tempers bound us bo closely 
together, that we soon lived on the footing of joint 
property. The amount, in sober sadness, was little 
better thaa a cipher, and a few good diimers more 
reduced it to that ignoble oegadve of number. We 
were each of us thinking, as the deuce would have 
it, of our mutual pleasores, without profiting in 
the least by those happy dispositions of ours for 
living at the expense of other folks. Want at last 
gave a keener edge to our wits, which indulgence 
had bUmted. My dear Sapfaael, said Camilla, let 
OS cany the war into the enemy's quarters, if yon 
lore me ; tor while we are as fiiithfid as turtles, we 
are w foolish, and fall into our own snare, instead 
of laying it for the unwary. You may get into the 
head and heart of a rich widow ; I may conjure my- 
self into the good graces of some old nobleman : but 
as for this ridiculous fidelity, it brings no grist to the 
mill. Excellent Camilla, answered I, you are be- 
forehand with me. I was going to make the very 
same proposal. It exactly meets my ideas, thou 
paragon of morality. Yes ; the better to Tnaintj^in 
our mutual fire, let us forage for substantial foe). 
As good may always be extracted out of evil, those 
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infidelitiefl whidi are the bane of other lores ahall 
be the triumph of outb. 

On the basiB of this treaty we took the field. At 
first there ww much 07, but little wool ; for we had 
no lode at finding cullies. Camilla met with nothing 
but pretty fellows, with vanity in their hearts, tinsel 
on their backs, and not a maravedi in their pockets ; 
my ladies were all of . a kidney to levy rather than 
to pay contributions. As love left us in the lurch, 
we paid our devotions at the shrine of iauveiy. 
!With the zeal of martyrs to a new religion did we 
encounter the &owns of the <uvil power, whose myr^ 
midons, as like' the devil in thtnr nature as thor 
office, were ordered on the lookout afler us ; but 
the alguazil, with all the good qualitiea of which the 
corridor inherited the contraries, gave us time to 
make our escape out of Madrid, fiv the good of the 
trade and a small sum of mtmey. We took the road 
to ValladoM, meaning to set up in that town. I 
rented a house for myself and Camilla, who passed 
for my sister to avoid evil tongues. At fint we 
kept a tight rein over our speculative talents, and 
began by reconnoitring the ground bdbre we deter- 
mined on our plan of operaticais. 

One day a man accosted me in the street, with a 
very civil salutation, to this effect: Signor X)on 
Bi^diael, do you recollect my &ceF I answered in 
the negative. Then I have the advantage of you, 
replied he, for yours is perfectiy tiuniliar to me.. I 
have seen you at the court of Tuscany, where I was 
then in the grand duke's guards. It is some months 
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siiioe I quitted diat prince's service. I came into 
Spain with an Ittdian, who will- not dis(»«dit the 
politica of his country : we have been at Valladolid 
theee three weeks. Our residence is with a Castil- 
ian and a Galidan, who are,.without diepate, two 
of the best creatures in the world. We live to- 
gether t^ tlte sweat of our brows and the labor of 
our bands. Our tare is not abstemious, nor have 
we made any vow against the temptations of a life 
about the court. If you will make one of our party) 
my brethren will be glad of yomr company ; for you 
always seemed to me a man of spirit, above all vul- 
gar prejudices, in short, a monk of our order. 

Such firankness from this arch scoundrel was met 
half way by mine. Since you talk to me with so 
winning a candor, said I, you deserve that I should 
be equally explicit with you. In good truth I am 
no novice in your ritual ; and if my modesty would 
allow me to be the hero of my own tale, you would 
be convinced that your compliments were not lavished 
on an unworthy subject. But enough of my own- 
commendations ; proceed we to the point in ques- 
tion. With all possible desire to become a member 
of your body, I shall n^lect no opportunity of - 
proving my title to that diatinction. I bad no 
sooner told this sharper at all points, that I would 
agree to swell the number of his gang, than he con- 
ducted me to their place of meeting, and introduced 
ms in proper form. It was on this occasion that I 
first saw the renowned Ambrose de Lameta. These 
gentlemen catechised me in the religion of coveting 
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,mj □eigfabor's goods, and doing as I would not be 
done by. lley muited to duoem whetber I played 
tlte villun on principle, or had only some little prac- 
tical dexterity ; but I showed them tricks which they 
did not know to be on the cards, and yet acknowl- 
edged to be better than their own. Hiey were still 
deeper lost in admiration, when, in cool disdain of 
manual artifice, as an eveiy-day efibrt of ingenuity, 
I maintained my prowess in audi combinations of 
n^oeiy as require an inventive brun and a solid 
judgment to support them. In proof of these pre- 
tensions, I related the advoitfure of Jerome deMoy- 
adas ; and on this ain^e specimen of my parts, they 
conceived my genius of so high an order, as to elect 
me by common consent for their leader. Their 
choice was fiilly juedfied by a host of slippery de- 
vices, of wluch I was the master-wheel, the comeiv 
stone, or according to whatever other metaidior in 
mechanics you may best express the soul of a con- 
spiracy. When we had occasion for a female per- 
former to heighten the interest, Camilla was sent 
upon the stage, and played up to admiration in the 
parts she had to perform. 

JoBt at that period, oar fiiend and brotiier Am- 
brose was seized with a longing to see his native 
country once more. He went for Gallcia, with an 
asBuranca that we might reckon on his return. The 
visit cured his patriotic sickness. As he was on the 
road back, having halted at Burgos to strike some 
stroke of business, an innkeeper of his acquaintanee 
introduced him into the service of Signer Gil Bias 
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ds Santillanfl, not foi^ettbg to itutruct him thor- 
ong^y in the state of that gentleman's afiairg. 
SigDor Gil Has, pursued Don Raphael, addressing 
hif discourse to me, you know in what manner 
ve eased 70a of jour movables in a readj- 
fiimisbed lodging at Valladolid ; and you must 
doubtleaa have suspected Ambrose to have been tho 
principai contriver of that exploit, and not without 
reascm. On hia coming into town, he ran himself 
out of breath to find us, and l^d open every partic- 
ular of your situation, so that the associated swin- 
dlers had nothing to do but to build on lus founda- 
tion. But you are unacquainted with the conse- 
qnencea of that adventure ; you shall therefore have 
them on my aathority. Your portnianteau was 
made free with by Ambrose and myself. We also 
took the liberty of riding your mules in the direction 
of Madrid, not dropping the least hint to Camilla 
nor to our partners in iniquity, who must have par- 
taken in some measure of your feelings in the morn- 
ing, at finding their glory shorn of two such beams. 
On the second day we changed our purpose. 
Instead of goiug to Madrid, whence I had not sal- 
lied torth without an urgent motive, we passed by 
Zebreros, and continued our joomey as &r as 
Toledo. Our first care, in that town, was to dress 
ourselves in the genteelest style ; then, assuming 
the character of two brothers from Galicis on our 
tiavds of mere curiosity, we soon got acquainted in 
iixs most respectid)le circles. I vas so much in the 
halut of acting the man of ftshion, as not eanly to 



Digmzefl by Google 



160 OIL BIAS. 

be detected ; and as. the genentlity of people axe 
blinded by a free expenditure, we threw dust into 
the eyes of all ihe world, hj the elegant entertain- 
mente to which we invited the ladies. Among the 
women vfho frequ^ited our parties, there was one 
not indifferent to me. She appeared more beautiAd 
than Camilla, and certainly much younger. I in- 
quired who she was ; and learned that her name 
was Violante, and that she .wbs married to an un- 
grateful spark, who sooa grew weary of her chaste 
careasefl, and was running ailer those of a prostitute, 
with whom he was in love. There was no need to 
say any more to detemune me on enthroning Vio- 
lante the sovereign lady and mistress of my thou^its 
and affections. 

She was not long in coming to the knowledge of 
her conquest. I began by following her abont from 
place to place, and playing a hundred monkey tricks 
to instil into her comprehension that nothing would 
please me .better than the office of mnlring ber 
amends for .the ill VB&ge of her husband. The 
pretty creature ruminated on my proffered kindness, 
and to such purpose as to let me know in the end 
that my labor was not wasted on an ungrateful scul. 
I received a note from her in answer to several I 
had transmitted by one of those convenient old dow- 
agers in such high request throughout Spain and 
I^y. The lady sent me word that her husband 
supped with his mistress every evening, and did not 
return home till very late. It was impossiUe to 
mistake the meaning of this. On th^t very ni^ I 
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pUated myself tinder Yiolante's windowB, and en- 
gaged Iter in a moat tender coaveraation. At the 
moment of parting, it was settled betweoi us that 
emcj erening, at the same hour, we should meet 
and conrerae on the same everlasting topici without 
gainsaying an; snch other acts of gallantry as might 
safely be submitted to the peering eye of day. 

Hitherto Don Balthazar, as Yiolante's husband 
was called, had no reason to complain of his fore- 
head ; but I was a natural philosopher, and little 
satisfied with metaj^ysical endearments. One 
evening, therefore, I repaired under my lady's win- 
dows, with the design of telling her that there was 
an end of life and everything if we could not come 
together on more accommodating terms than &om 
the balcony to the street ; for I had never yet been 
able to g^ into the house. Just as I got thither, a 
man came within sight, apparently with the view of 
dogging me. In fact, it was the husband returning 
earlier than usual from hia precious bit of amuse- 
ment ; I»it observing a male nuisance near his nun- 
nery, instead of coming straight home, he walked 
backwards and forwards in the street. It was 
almost a moot point with me what I ought to do. 
At last, I resolved on accosting Don Balthazari 
though neither of as had die slightest knowledge of 
each other. Noble gentleman, said I, you would 
do me a most particular favor by leaving the street 
vacant to me for this one night ; I would do as 
much for you another time. Sir, answered he,. I 
was just going, to make tlie same request to you; 
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I am <A the loobiut after a girl, orer whom a oon- 
fonsdad fellow of a brother keepB watoh and ward 
like a Jailer ; and she Uvea sot twentjr yatda from 
thia place. I Could wish to carr^ on my project 
without a witoeaa. We have the mesoi, replied I, 
of attuning botli oar ends without ftlmhing ; for tho 
lady of my desires lires there, added I, poindng to 
hia own honoe. We had better even help one 
another, in case of being attacked. With all my 
heart, resumed he ; I will go to my appointment, 
and wa will make common cause, if need be. 
Under this preteooe be went away, but only to 
ofaserre me the more narrowly ; and the darkness 
of the night favored lus doing so without detection. 
As for me, I made up to Yiolwite's balcony in the 
feimplidty of my hewt. She soon heard my signal, 
and we began oor usual parley. I was not remiss 
in pressing the idol of my worship to grant me a 
private interview in some sale and practicable place, 
^e was rathffi coy to my entreaties, as &yorS 
hai^y earned are Uie higher valued ; at length she 
took a letter out of her pocket, and flung it down to 
me. There, said she, you will find in that scr^ of 
paper the promise of what you have teased me so 
long about. She then withdrew, as the hour ^h 
pTOBched when her husband usually came home. I 
put die note up carefully, and went towards the 
place where Don Balthazar had told me that his 
baainess lay. But that stanch husband, with the 
sagacity of an old sportsman where his Own wifh 
was . the game, cama more than half -m^ to meet 
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me, with tiiia question : WeU, good air, an you 
Mtufied with your happy fertnnee ? I have reason 
to be to, answered I. And a« fto: youiseOf, what 
have yon done? Has the blind god be&iended you? 
Alas I quite the contrary, replied he ; that imperti- 
nent brother, who takes such liberties with my 
beauty, thought fit to oome back from his country 
house, whence we hugged oureelres as sure that he 
woold not retom till to-morrow. This infernal 
chance has put all my soft and soothing pleasures 
out of tone. 

Nothing oould ex«eed the mutual pledges of last- 
ing friendahip, which were exchanged between Don 
Baltharar and me. To draw the cords the closer, 
we made an appointment for iho next morning tn 
lite great square. This plotting gentleman, after 
we had parted, betook himself to his own house, 
withtHit giving Yiolante at all to nnderstand that he 
knew more about her than she wished him. On the 
following day he was pnnolual in the great square, 
and I was not five minutes after him. We ez- 
ohanged greetingB widi all the warmth of old fiiend- 
ship ; but it was a vapor to mislead on his part, 
though a spark of heavenly flame on mine. In the 
oooTse of conversation, this hypocritical Don Bal- 
thazar palmed iip<m me a fictitkms oonfidence, 
respecting hie intrigue with the lady about whom he 
had been speaking the nl^t before. He put 
togedier a long story he had been manoiacturing on 
that subject, and all this to hook me in to tell him,- 
in rstum, by ^rbat means I had got acquainted wiA 
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Violante. The anare was too subtle for me to 
escape ; I owned all with the inaoceDce of a new- 
born babe. I did not even atick at showing tbe 
note I had received from her, and read the cotitcnta, 
to the following pnrport : " I am going to-^norrow 
to dine with Donna Inez. You know where she 
lives. It ifl in the house of that confidential friend that 
I mean to pass some happy moments along with 
you. It is impossible longer to refiise a boon your 
patience has bo well merited." 

Here indeed, said Don Balthazar, is an epistle 
vbich promises to crown all your wishes at once. 
I ocngratulate you beforehand on your i^proaching 
hi^piness. He could not help fidgeting and wrig- 
gling a little while he talked in these terms of his 
own household ; but all his hitches and wry feces 
passed off, bnd my eyes were as fast sealed as ever, 
I was so foil of anticipating dtillations, as not to 
think of noticing my new friend, who was obliged to 
get off as fast as he could, for fear of betraying his 
agitation in my presence. He ran to acquaint hia 
brother-in-law with this strange occurrence. I know 
not what might pass between than : it is only ixr- 
tain that Don Balthazar hiq^pened to knock at 
Donna Inez's door just when I was at that lady's 
house with Violante. We were warned who it was, 
and I escaped by a back door exactly as he went in 
at the front. As soon as I had got safe off, the 
women, whom the unexpected visit of this trouble- 
some husband had disconcerted a little, recovered 
tbeir presence of mind, and with it so large a stoc^ 
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of uanrance, na to stand the brunt of his attack, and 
pitt him to a nonplus in aecertuning whether they had 
hid me or amugg^ me ont. I cannot exactly tell 
you irfaat he said to Donna Inez and hie wife ; nor 
do I beliere that history will ever fumiah any au- 
tbentic particulars of the squabble. 

In the niean time, without suspecting yet how 
completely I was gulled by Don Balthazar, I sallied 
fivth with curses in my month, and returned to the 
great square, where I had appointed Iiamela to meet 
me. But no Lamela was there. He also had his 
little snog parties, and the scoundrel lared better 
than bia comrade. As I was waitii^ Ibr him, I 
caof^ a glimpse of my treacherous associate, with a 
knowing smile npon his countenance. He made up 
to me, and inquired, with a hearty laugh, what news 
of my assignation with my nymph, under the con- 
venient roof of Donna Inez. I cannot conceive, sud 
I, what evil spirit, jealous of my joys, takes deli^^ 
to nip them in their blossom : but after we had 
embraced, kissed, protested, and, as it were, spoke 
the prologue of our oomedy, comes the peaking 
oc»iiuto of a husband (the Furies fly away with 
htm), and knocks at the door in the instant of our 
encounter. Hiere was nothing to be done but to 
secure my retreat as fast as possible. So I got out 
at a back door, sendiog to all die inhabitants of hell 
and its suburbs the jealous knave, who was so 
andvil as to search another lady's house for his own 
horns. I am sorry you ' sped so iU-favoredly, ez- 
dumed Don Balthazar, who was chockling with 
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invud attiB&clioii at my disappoiatnRBt. Whkt k 
nM**M>in»] Togoa ol a hiuboitdl I would adviM 
^ou to ahovr do meicy to the wittol. O, joa need 
not teach tne bow to predommtte over mch ■ 
peasBDt, replied I. Take my word for it, a new 
quarter shall be added to hia coot of anna thia -vwry 
Di^t. Hia wiie, when I went bwbj, tM um not to 
be fiunt-hearted for mcb » tride, but to place mywif 
without fiul under -her windows at an earlier hour 
than usual, for she was resolved to let me into tba 
house; aad, as a precaution against all aocidents, 
•he beg$;ed me to bring two or three friends ia nrf 
train, for fear of a eurprieei What a discreet and 
inveutiTe lady I said he. I should have no olgecdon 
to being of your parly. Ah I my dear friend, ex- 
claimed I) out of wiCi with joy, and throwing mf 
arms about Don Balthazar's neck, how infinitely yoo 
will oUige me I I will do more, resumed he ; I 
know a young man, armed like another Cnsar, for 
Mther field of love or war ; he diall be of our num- 
ber, and you m^ then rely boldly on the mfficiency 
of yoor escort. 

I knew not ia what woKls to thank this seeming 
friend, so that my gratitude mi^t be eqinvalont to 
his zeal. To mak« short of the matter, I aooepted 
his i»oSered aid. Our meeting was fixed onder 
Violaate's balcony early in the evening, and vrm 
partedi He went in quest of his brother-in-law, who 
was the hero m questioD. Aa for me, I walked 
about idl di^ with Z^amela, who had no more mia- 
gifings than nysalft ihon^ •MOMrfatt utonialMd «t 
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die mrmdi with which Dod Bahhuar esgiged in 
myintarefltB. We slipped oar own neoka Dompletaly 
into the nooee. I own this waa mere in&tuatioa <m 
our parts, irhoee natural inatinct eu^ to hare 
warned ua of a halter. When I thotm^t it pn^Mo: 
time to piesent myself nnder Violaate's wiodowB, 
Ambroee and I took oare to be aimed with imaU 
swwda. There we found the husband of my fair 
dame and another man, waiting for as with a very 
detemuned ur, Don Baltbaiar accosted me, and 
introducing hia brother-iit-Iaw, said, Sir, this is the 
hran t^6cer whoee prowess I have extolled so highly 
to you. Moke the best of yoor way into your mia- 
tress's house, and let no iear of the eonseqnenoea be 
any bar to the enjoyment of the most mpturouB 
human bliie- 

After a mittaal interchange of CMnpliments, I 
laocked at Yiolante's door. It waa opened by a 
kind of duenna. In I went, and without looking 
bade after what waa passing behind me, made the 
best <^ toy way to the lady's room. While I waa 
paying her my preliminary civililjes, the two cut- 
throats who had fgllowed me into the house, and had 
baOged the door aiter than so violently, that Am- 
Intwe waa left in the street, made their a[^>earance. 
Yon may well suppose that then waa the ajqieal to 
arms. Tliey both fUl upon me at the same time ; 
but I showed them scane play. I k^t them engaged 
(HI either side so fiercely, that they were siHry, 
periu^, not to have taken a safer road to their 
rercaiga. lite bnaband was run ikron^ the body. 
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"Bia brother-in-law, eeemg hiin on hifitravela to dte 
ehfldes below, made the beet of his way to the docw, 
which the duenna and Violwite had opened, to make 
tfieir escape while we were fighting. I ran after 
him into the street, where I met with T^mftt* onoe 
more, who, by dint of not hwig abia to get a word 
cot of the women, running as they did for their very 
lives, did not know exactly what he was to divine 
from the iniemal noise he had just heard. We got 
back to our inn. AAer paddng up what was best 
worth taking wiA ue, we mounted our mules, and 
got out of town, without waiting for daybreak or 
fear of robbers. 

It was sufficiently clear tluit this bosinesB was not 
likely to be without its consequences, and that a hoe 
and cry would be set up in Toledo, which we should 
act like wise men to anticipate hy a retreat. We 
staid the night at Villanibia. At the ina where we 
pot up, some thne after our arriva], there alighted » 
tradesman of Toledo on his way to Segorba. We 
clubbed our sappers. He related to us the tragical 
catastrophe of Violante's hnsbaod ; and so &r was 
he from et[q>ectiag us of being parlies concerned, 
that we inquired into panicolars with the curious in- 
diiference of common newsmongers. Oentlemen, 
said he, joat as I was setting out this morning, the 
report of this melancholy event was handed about. 
Every one was on the hunt after Violante ; and th^ 
say that the corre^dor, a relation of Don Balthazar, 
is determined on sparing no pains to discover dte . 
perpetrators of this murder. So much for my 
knowledge of the b 
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Hm corr^idor of Toledo and his police gave me 
ywy little imeaaiiiesB. But, for lear of die wont, I 
determined to prec^ntate my retreat fixim New 
Caatile. It oocarred to me that Yiolante, when 
hunted oat of hex hiding-^Iaoe, would turn informer, 
§ai in that case she mi^t give ench a description of 
my person to the clerks in office, as mi^ enable 
them to put their sooats upon a ri^t scent. For 
this reason, on the following day we struck out of 
the high rood, as a measure of safety. Fortunately 
Xjamela was acquainted with three fourths of Spain, 
and knew by nbat cross paths we could get securely 
into Arragon. Instead of going straight to Cuen^a, 
we threaded the defiles of the mountains overiianging 
that town, and arrived, by ways with whidi my guide 
was well acquainted, at a grotto looking very much 
like a hermitage. la foot, it was the very piaae 
whither you came yesterday evening to petition me 
for an asylum. 

While I was reconnoitring the nei^iboiiiood, 
which presented a moat delicionB landscape to my 
Tiew, my companion said to me, It is six years since 
I travelled this way. At that time the grotto before 
ns afforded a retreat to an old hermit who entertuned 
me charitably. He made me &re as he did. . I re- 
member that he was a holy man, and talked in such 
a strain as almost to wean me from the vices and 
{Uhefl of this nether world. He may possibly he 
stall living ; I will ascertain whether it be so or not. 
With these words in his mouth, Ambrose, under - 
tfati influence of natural curiosi^, ali^ted from his 
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■ nnde, and went into ths hermitage. H« renmuied 
time some mimitefl, and then r«tumed, calling after 
me, and saying, Come hither, Don Ba^hiel ; oome 
.and bear witnesa to a most ofiectii^ event. I di»- 
Diounted immediately. We tied one moles to a 
tree, and I follovred T^mela into the grotto, when I 
descried an old anchoret strettdied at his length upon 
t, coach, pale and at the point of death. A white 
beard, veiy thick, hung down to his middle, and he 
-held a large rosary, most piously ornamented, in hit 
clasped hands. At the noise which we made ia 
coming near bim, he opened his eyes, upon which 
.death had already bc^un to lay his leaden band, and 
afier having looked at us Ax- a momei^, said, " Who* 
.soever you are, my brethren, profit by the apeetaoU 
wiiich presents itself to youi observation. I have 
«een out forty years in the wwld, and sixty in thu 
#oIitude. But mark I At this eternal crisis, like time 
I have devoted to my pleasures seems an age, and 
that, on &» contrary, which baa been sacred to re- 
penUnoe, bat a minute ! Alas I I fear lest th« 
ansterities of brother Juan should be found tig^ in 
the baluwe with the sins of the Uceitfiate Don Juan 
de Solis." 

Xo sooner wen these words out of his mouth than 
he breathed his last. We were struck by Ibe solemn 
«cene. Objects of this kind always make some im- 
pression even on the greatest liboliDes ; bat oar 
Hriona tboogbts were of no long duration. Wt 
«oon ibi^t what he had bera saying to as, and b^;an 
Qukiiig an invevtary oS what tlie hermitage .con-^ 



Digmzefl by Google 



BISTORT OF DOJf RAPHAEL. HI 

tained ; mn employment vdiidi was Dot oppromvdj 
UborioiU) ainoe the luHuehold fiimiture exteoded mi 
further thim what you remained in the grottoi 
Brother Joan was not only in iU-furnished lodgings ; 
his kitohen, too, was in a very rustic plight. All 
tlie store laid in consisted of some small nuts and 
some pieces of crusty bariey bread as hard as flinti 
which had ail the ^^>earanoe of having been impregt- 
aable to the gums of the venerable man. I spedfr 
his gums, because we looked for hia teeth, and found 
they had all dn^iped out. The whole arrang^nent 
<^ this solitary abode, every object that met our 
eyes, made us look upon this good anchoret as a pat- 
tern of santiti^. One thing only staggered us in 
our opinion. We opened a paper folded in the form 
tS a letter, and lying upon the table, wherein ha 
beaou^t the person who should read the oontents 
to cairy his rosary and sandals to the bishop of 
Ouenga. We oould not make out in what spirit this 
modem recluse of the deaert could aim at "'■i""g 
such a present to his bishop. It seemed to us to 
tread somewhat on the heels of his hnmili^, and to 
savor of one who was a candidate for a niche in tha 
calendar. Though indeed it mi^t be that there 
was nothing in it but a simple siqipoaitioa that, tha 
tushc^ was such another as himself; but wbethn 
his ignorance was really so extreme, I shall not pr*< 
teod to decide. 

In talking over this sobject, a voy pleaaant ide* 
oocQcredto Lsanela. Let us take up oar afaoda, 
aid Imi in das holy xetzeat. Thedisgniseofheniiiis 
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will beoome tu. Brother Jt»n mmt be bud quietly 
in the earth. You shall pereoiuUe him ; and for mj- 
■elf, in the character of brother Anthony, I will go 
and Bee what ia to be done in the noghboring towna 
and villagefl. Befiidee that we afaall be too conningly 
enaconoed for the prjdng curiosity of the corr^idor, 
■ince it ia not to be supposed that he will think of 
ooming hither to look for us, I have some good con- 
nections at Cuen^a, which may be of essential servipe 
to us. I foil in with this odd whim, not so mooh 
for the reasons given me by Ambrose, as in com- 
pliance with the humor of the thing, and as it were 
to play a part in a dramatic jnece. We made an 
eacavatkm in the groiutd at about thirty or for^ 
yatds from the grotto, and boned the old anchoret 
there without any pompons rites, after having 
•tripped him of his wardrobe, which oonnsted of a 
angle gown tied round the middle with a leatbav 
girdle. We likewise despoiled him of his beard to 
make me an artificial one ; and finally, after his in- 
terment, we took possession of tbe hamitage. 

The first day our table was but meanly served ; 
tbe provisions of the deceased were all we had to 
feed on: -but on the following morning, before sun- 
rise, T^iw'l^* set off to sell die two mules at Toralva, 
and returned in the evening, laden with provisions 
and other articles which he hod purchased. He 
iHVUght every thing necessaty to metamorphose us 
donqiletely. For himsdf he had provided a gown 
of coarse dark cloth, and a little red horse-hair 
beard, so ingenioaaly aiqpended to his ears, that one ' 
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' 'Would have Bwom it had been uatiiral. TbK« h 
not a, cleverer fellow in the universe for a &o]ic. 
Brother Joan's beard was also new-^nodelled, and 
adapted to the plumpness of my face. My brown 
woollen cap completed the maeqoerade. In &ct, 
nothing was wanting to make us pass for what we 
were not. Our equipage was so ludicrously out of 
character, that we could not look at one another 
without lan^ung, under a garb 00 diametrically at 
Tarianoe with onr general complexion. With brother 
Juan's mantle, I caught and kept his rosary and 
sandals; taking the liberty of borrowing them for 
the time being from the bishop of Cuen^a. 

We had already been three days in the hermitage, 
without having been interrupted by a hving soul; 
bat on the fourth, two countrymen came into the 
grotto. They Iffonght bread, cheese, and onions, 
for the deceased, whom they supposed to be still 
living, I threw myself on our miserable couch as 
soon as they made their appearance ; and it was not 
difficult to impose on them. Besides that it was too 
dark to distinguish my features accurately, I imitated 
the voice of brother Juan, whose last words I had 
heard, to the best of my ability. Hiey had no sus- 
picion of the trick, though a good deal surprised at 
finilmg another hermit there. Lamela, tnUng ad- 
vantage of their stupid wonder, said, in a ftmtkng 
tone. My brethren, be not astonished at seeing me 
in this solitude. I have quitted a hermitage of my 
own in Arragon, to come hither and be a companion 
to the veneraUo and edifying brotbw Juan, who, at 
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bis advUaxii i^, wuts a ^olot-fiiQow b> wbdniatcr 

to Ilia iiec«uitim. Tbe ruetin Uviriied dieir chiinB^ 
{Mnegyrua on the dtMiky of Ambroae, and oongnt- 
okted themBclves that the; mi^ triumph over thejr 
neighbors, and hoaat of two holy penonagea reaid- 
log in their country. 

Lamela, laden with a Iiu^ wallet which he had 
DOt forgotten among the number of his porchaaea, 
went for the firrt time to recomioitre the town of 
Ouenfa, which is but a very short diatanoe firom the 
hermitage. With a mortified exterior, by which 
nature had dubbed him for a cheat, and the ait of 
making that natural deception go as fiv as poash 
ble by a moet hypocritical and fiuddoua array (tf 
features, he could not &il to jday upon the fedhige 
of the charitable and humane, and thoee whom 
heaven has blessed with affluence. His knapsack 
bore teatimony to the extravagance of their pious 
liberalities. Master Amlwose, said I on his return, 
I congratulate you on your hi^y knack at softening 
the souls of all good Chriatiaiu. As we hope to be 
saved, one would suppose that you had been a men- 
dicant friar among the Capuchins. I have done 
aomething else besides bringing in food for the con- 
Tent, answered he. You must know that I have 
ferreted out a certain last called Barbara, with 
whom I used to fiirt formerly. She is as much 
altered as any of us ; for she also has addicted her- 
self to a godly life. She forms a coterie with two 
or three other sanctified dames, who are an example 
to the fiuthfiil in poUic, and floimoe over bead Mtd 
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«■» in vrerj tiart of prtTate vice. She did not know 
Bte again at first. What then, Mistress Barbara, 
•ud I, is it poesible that yim should have discharged 
one of your oldeet friends from tout remembrance, 
yonr eervant Ambrose? As I am a trae Christiaa, 
Signor de Lamela, ezdaimed she, I never thought 
to have tnmed 70U up in such a gaib as that. B7 
what transfbnnation are 70a beccone a hermit ? That 
is more than I can tell yon just now, rejoined I. 
The particulars are ntlier long ; but I will come to- 
morrow evening and satisfy your curiosity. Nay, 
more ; I will bring brother Juan, my companion, 
along with me. Brother Juan, interrupted she, the 
venerable hermit who has taken up his saintly resi- 
dence near this town ? You do not know what you 
are aaying ; be is supposed to be more than a hun- 
dred years old. It is very true, said I, that he was 
<^ that age some little while ago ; bnt time, in defer- 
ence to his sanctity, has gone backward with him ; 
and he is grown considerably yoonger within these 
few days. He is at present just about my turn of 
life. Say you so I Then let us have him too, re- 
[diecl Bariiara. I peroeire there is something more 
in this mystery than the church vrill be able to 
czpbun. 

We did not miss onr appointment with these 
whited sqnilcbres on the following night. To make 
our reception the more agreeable, they had l^d out 
a sumptuoos ent^tainment. Off went our beards 
and cowls, and vestments of mortification ; and with- 
out any squeamishneaa we ciHifesBed our Inrth, ednca- 
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tioa, and real cluracter, to these suten in h7pocri§y. 
On their put, for fear of being behindhand with lu 
in freedom irom prejudice, they fairly let tu aee of 
what pretended religionista are c^iable, «Hben the^ 
drop the veal of the sanctoary, and exhibit their un- 
manu&ctared faces. We spent almost the iriiole 
ni^t at table, and got back to our grotto but a 
moment before daybreak. We were not long in 
repeating our Tiait ; or, if the truth moBt be told, it 
was nightly fbr three months; till we had ate up 
more than two thirds of our ways and means in the 
company of these delicate creatures. But an nnanty 
cessful candidate for their favor got wind of our pro- 
ceedings, and prated of our whereabout in the ear 
of jnatiGe, which was to have beoi in motion to- 
wards the hermitage this very day, to lay bold of 
our persons. Yesterday Ambrose, while picking up 
eleemosynaries at Cuen^, stumbled upon one of 
our whining usterhood, who gave him a note, with 
this caution : A female fiiend of mine has written 
me this Iett», which I was going to send to you by 
a man on purpose. Show it to brother Juan, and 
regulate your proceedings accordingly. It was this 
very note, gentlemen, that Lamela gave me in your 
presence, which occasioned ns to take so abrupt a 
leave of our solitaiy dwelling. 
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CHAPTER II. 

BOS RAfBiML-8 eOSaUhTATlOS WITH BIS COltFAXT. AStt 
THXIS ADYXXTURMa AS TUMr WSRX FisrimiSQ TO LEAVt 

ran WOOD. 

When Don Raphael had finialied the narrative of 
hu adT«ntaroiu liA, which, witli all the other quali- 
Ues <^ a nanance, had the tediousnesa, Don Alphon- 
■o, according to the lawa of good breeding, swore 
himself black in the &ce that he had been prodi- 
giously entertwned. After the usual exchange of 
oomplimentt, Signor Ambrose put in faia oar, with 
«n admonitory hint to the partner of his ezploita and 
per^pnations. Consider, Don Bapfaael, that the 
tun is setting. It would not be amiss, methinks, to 
take oonnsel on what we are to do. You are in the 
ri^t, answered his comrade ; we must determine on 
the place of our destination. For my own part, re- 
plied Lamela, I am of opinion that we should get 
upon the road agun without loss of time, reach 
Hequena to-night, and enter upon the territory of 
Valencua to-morrow, where we wiU go to work fiill 
tUt at our old trade. I have some prognosticsting 
twitches, whidi tell me that we shall strike some 
good strokes in that quarter. His colleague, from 
ample experience of lus infallibility in such prophe- 
cies, voted on his side of the question. As for 
Don Alphonso and myself, having nothing to do but 
to follow the lead of these two worthy gentlemen, 
we wwted, in sOent acquiescence, tho issue of this 
taomentoos debate. 
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Unu it was detennined tbat we should take the 
direction of Requsoa ; . and all hands were piped to 
make tl)£ jiecffi^ary arrangement^, ^e mfld.e oi^ 
nwl after tiw Hm« Cuhiw a« in tha nKmiing, and 
the horse was laden with the bottle, and widi the 
rfin}i)ant of Qur proviuone, ^fUr a time, the ap- 
proAch of ifigbt ■eepi^ to promiee i» \bttt darkness 
so ftie^y, ^nd even so neceesaiy to the sofe^ of 
pur retreat; and we were be^pijipg our niarch 
through the wpod ; but befoFp we bqd gwe a hun- 
dred p^cee, pL li^t Afoong the treee gaye pB |i sulnect 
ef ^n^us ip^ulatjoD. What wn be th$ meaning 
of t^t? 8^ Don ^phael ; tbesfl bw^Ij must Ite 
bloodltounda of the police from Cuencs, qno^iiplf^ 
and e«jg[Br for ^ epp)!, with a Sxeh scent of us in 
this forest, and in fi^ll ay after their ^ame. I mq 
of a yeij diffiirent opiqion, eaid Ambrose ; ^^ ar^ 
inpre likely to I>e benighted travellers taking shelter 
in th^ thtckfA till daybreak. But there is no trust- 
ing to conjecture ; I will examine into the real truth, 
Stay 70U here, all three of you ; I will be back again 
instaatlj. !N^o sooner said than done;, be stole, just 
aa if he h«d beeit used to it, towards the li^t, whiol) 
was not far off; no brute or human thief of forest o^ 
pity could have done it better. With a gende re- 
moval of the leaves and branches which obstructed 
his passage, the w^wle scene was laid open to his 
silent contemplation ; and it afforded sufiScient food. 
On the grass, round about a lighted candle with a 
clod for its candlestick) were seated four men, just 
finishing a meat pie, and hugging a pi9t^ \^'^ 
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botUe, whMl wu at it» lasl: gasp, after hiving em- 
taioed their altertutte ^braces for saccessive rounds. 
At some pacea Smm theee gentry, he espied a lady 
and gentlnouin tied to tbi trees, and, a little farther 
off, a carriage fritli two mules richly cKpurwmed. He 
detennined at ones in his own mind that the iellows 
carousing on the grotlhd woe banditH ; and tiie tenor 
of their talk assured him that he had net belied thdr 
trade by his coi^ectnre^ Hie four cutthroats all 
avowed a like desire of possessing the fomale who 
had fitllen into their hands ; and they were propos- 
ing to 'draw lota for her. lAmela, having made 
himself master of the basioess, came back to us, 
knd gate atl exact account of all he had seen and 
bwrd. 

My friends, sud Don Alphonso on his recital, that 
lady and gentlemto, whom the robbers have tied to 
trees, M^ pfobably persons of the first condition. 
BhaU We sttfier scoundrels like these to triamph over 
thdr honor and take away their lives 7 Put youi^ 
•elves mder my diteotion : let us assail the desperate 
outlaws, and they will perish under our attack. 
WiA all my heart, sud Don Baphael. It is aU oite 
to me. I had just as soon eng^t^ on the ri^t side 
as on the wrong. Ambrose, for his part, protested 
that he wished for nothing better than to lend a hand 
in BO moral an enterprise, as it promised to combiile 
mnoh profit with some share of honor. And indeed, 
if a man may speak a good word for himself, danger 
stood better recommeaded than usual to my com- 
prehension ; all the boiling courage of kni^^itbbod. 
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pledged up to the knucklea or the chin on the b^iudf 
of female umocence, was oozing out ftt every poze of 
duB duvalrous person. But, if we are to Mate &cts 
in the spirit of history rather than of romance, the 
danger was more in imagination than in reality. 
Lamda having brought us word that the arms of the 
zobben were all piled up at the distance of ten or 
twelve paces out of their reach, there was no diffi^ 
oulty in securing the mastery of the field. We tied 
our horsee to a tree, and drew near, as softly as pora- 
ble, to the spot were the robbers were seated. They 
were ddbating with stone impetuosity, and their vodf- 
erous argumoit was aU in favor of our covert attack. 
We got possession of their arms before they had any 
suspicion of us. But the enemy was nearer than 
liiey {manned — too near to mim aim ; and they w^e 
all stretched lifeless on the ground. 

During the conflict the candle went out, so that 
we proceeded in our business by guess-work. We 
were not remiss, however, in unbinding the prison- 
ers, of whom fear had got such complete possession, 
that they bad not their wits enough about them to 
thank us for what we had done for them. It must 
be allowed that they could not at first distinguish 
whether they were to consider us as their deliverers, 
or as a fresh gang who had taken them out of one 
furnace to cast them himiTig into another. But we 
recovered tbdr spirits by the assurance that we 
should ledge them safely in a public house which 
Ambrose mentioned as not being more than half a 
Bule ofT, irfienoe tliey mig^t take all neoenary meas- 
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nre« to pimue their journey in whaterer direction 
they thou^C proper. AAer these words of comfort, 
ivfaich eeemed to sink deep, we placed them in th^ 
carriage, and conducted them out of the wood, hold- 
ing their mulea by the bridle. Our clerical fiienda 
inetitnted a ghostly Ttdtation to tlie pocketa of the 
Tanquished banditti. Our next step was to recover 
D(m Alphonao's h<»«e. We also took to ouraelvea 
the steeds oftherobbeFS,waitbg, as they were, to be 
released from the trees to which they were tied near 
the field of battle. With this extensive cavalcade 
we foEowed brother Antony, mounted on one of the 
mnles, and conducting the carriage to the inn, 
whither we did not arrive in less than two hours, 
thoo^ he had pledged his credit that the distance 
from tlie wood was very short. 

We knocked rou^y at the door. Every living 
creature was n^)ping, except the fleas. The land- 
lord and landlady got on their clothes in a hurry, 
and were not at all annoyed at fining their rest dis- 
turbed by the arrival of an equipage which prom- 
iaed to do more for the good of the house than it 
eventoaUy did. The whole inn was lighted up in 
an instant. Don Alphonso and the stage-bred son 
of Luanda lent their assistance to the gentleman 
and lady in alif^ding fivm the carriage, and acted 
M their ushers in leading the way to the room 
prepared for them by the landlord. G)mpliments 
flew backwards and forwards like shuttlecocks ; but 
we were not a little astonished at discovering the 
Count de Polan himself and his daughter Seraphiua 
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in the persons we had just rescued. It wonl^ btt 

difficult to represent ^)J■ words the Biirprise. of that 
]adj, as well as of Dob Alphonso, when thej recog- 
nized each other's, ie^tureA. The count took bo 
notice of iti hia attantion being engrossed b; other 
DEMtto^. Ho set about relating to us in what sa^n- 
uef thg, ^jciibea had attacked him, and how- th^^ 
secured his dai^hter and himself, after having killed 
his postilion, a page, and a valri>^e-<iiflinbre. lb 
ended with declaring how de^lj he felt, his obliga- 
tiiiHi, and that, if we would call upon him at Teredo, ' 
where he should be in a month, we should judge foe 
ourselves whether he, felt as a grateful heart ought 
to feel. 

His lordship's ij^ug^er was not backward in her 
acknowledgments for hex timdy reeoue ; aed m we> 
were of opinion — that is, Btq)hael andm^velf — that 
we should do a good turn to Don Alphonso by-giy-- 
ing him an o|^rtunity of a minute's private parky- 
with the yoimg widow, we contrived to ke^. thQ 
Count de Polao in pU/. Lovely Ser^luaa, said 
Don Alphonso to the lady in a low voice, I no 
longer lamoit over the lot which obliges me to live.. 
like a man. banished &om civil eodety, since I have, 
been so.foilunate as to assist in the important ser- 
vice just nendered you. Wliat then, answered she, 
with 4 sigh, is it you who have saved my life and 
honor? Is it to you that we are so indebted, myself 
ecLually with my father ? Ah I Dpn Alphonso, why 
icere you the iuetrufnenf of my^ l^other^s dpatl>? 
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She Baid no more upon the aul^ject; but he con- 
ceived clearly by these wordi, and by the tone in 
which they were pronounced, that if he was over 
bead and ears in love with- Serapluna, she was 
equally out of her depth in the same paaaioa. 
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TBE FATS OF 90, BlAt AStt BIB OOMFAfmin JFTSM TBBT 
TOO! LXATE OF THE COUST Dg POLAT. OBE OF AM- 
BKOBE-a SOfASLB COBTEIVASOBS BET OFF BT TUB MAB- 
JtBB OF 1TB BIBCUriOS. 

The Count de Polan, after baTing exhausted half 
the niffht ui tKunTHng m^ and protestiiis that wa 
might reckon npon hie snbstantial adknowledgments, 
Bent for the landlord, to conoult him on the beet 
method of getting aafely to Turia, whither it was 
hia intention to go. We had Dotfaing to do vith 
this nobleman's fiirther progress, and therefore left 
him to take his own measures. Our departure from 
the inn was now resolTed on ; and we foUowed L«- 
mehi like sheep after the bell-wether. 

After two boors' travelling, the daj overtook na 
near Campillo. We made as expeditiously as po^ 
sible for the mountains between that hamlet and 
Beqnena. There we wore out the day in taking onr 
rest and reckoning up our stock, which the spoil <tf 
the robbers had considerably replenished, to the 
amount of more than three hundred pistoles, the 
lawful ravage of their pockets. We b^an our 
maioh again with tiw setting in of the ni^, and on 
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die foUowing moining reached the frontier of Va» 
leocia in ta&Hj, We got quietly into the first wood 
that offered aa a ahelter. The inmost recesses of 
it were beet suited to our purpose, and led us on 
hj winding paths to a spot where a rivulet of trans- 
parent water was meandering in its slow and silent 
ODOTBe, to incorporate with the waters of Gnadala- 
yiar. The refreshing shade afforded l^ the foliage, 
and the rich pasturage in which our toil-worn beasts 
so much delimited, would have fixed this for the 
place of our halting, if our resolution had not been 
previously taken to that effect. 

We therefore aligfited, and were preparing to pass 
the day very pleasantly ; but a good brealdaBt was 
amongst the foremost of our intended pleasures, 
and we found that there was very little ammunition 
left. Bread was beginning to be a nonentity ; and 
oar bottle was becoming an evidence of the material 
system, mere carnal leather witJiout a vivifying sool. 
Gentlemen, said Ambrose, sc^iery and the pctU'* 
resque have bat hungry chamu for me, unless 
Bacchus and Ceres preside over the landscape. Our 
provisions most be lengthened out. For this pur- 
poae, away post I to Xelva. It is a very pretty' 
town, not more than two leagues off*. I shall soon 
make this little excursion. Speaking after this 
manner he slung the bottle and the wallet over a 
horse's back, leaped merrily into his seat, and shot 
oat of the wood with a n4>idity whidi seemed to bid 
ftir for a speedy ntam. 

Ha did not, however, oome back quite so soon as 
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he had givsn in reaeim to eipect. More thit) half 
the daj bad elapsed ; my, night hersdf wm mlresdj 
pranlung up her dus and ^oomj^ wings, to ovei^ 
abadow the thicket with a denser horror, whtn we 
■aw our piureTor oace again* whose hmg stay was 
b^imuDg to gjvft lu msM uneasioeas. Our ez' 
treme wishea wev& lama and impotent, com- 
pared with the abunduice al his stores^ He BOt> 
onlj produced the bottle, filled with scwie excdlent 
wioer and the wallet stuffed with game and poultry 
read; dressed, to say nothing of bread, — the horae 
was laden besides with a large bundle of atuffi, of 
which we could make neither head itoT tail. He 
took notice of our wonder, and said with a smile, I 
will lay a wager nother Don Kafrfttel nor all tbe 
colleges of soothsayers upon earth can guess yA;f I 
faftve boug^ these articles. With this fling at oar 
t^iiliiMft^ we untied the bundle, and lectured^ on th» 
intnnsic value of what we had been oonudering only 
asao emp^ pageant. In the inventory was a do^ 
and a black gown of trailing dimetuions ; doubletsy 
hveeches, and hose to oorrespoad ; an inkstand and 
ndting paper such a8.'a.aecrctary of state need not 
be ashamed of; a- key such aa a^ treasurer mi^t 
carry ; a grst seal and green wax such as a chan- 
cellor might, affix to. his decrees. When he had at 
length exhausted' tha- display of his baigains, Don 
Bi^boel obeecved, in; a banteiuig tone, Paith and 
troth. Master Amfaross, it must be confessed that 
yon have mode a good, sensiblo- Sj^ecDlationt Bjit^ 
p^y, how do you. mAn to turn- the pennj en yobr 
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purchase? Let lOe alone for that, ftnewered Lft- 
mela. All dtese things cost me only ten pistoled^ 
nod it ohall go. hard but tliey bring us in abore five 
hundred. The tens in five hundred are £% ; a 
good iDtprovement of money, my masters I I am 
not a man to butden myself with a timnpery pcd- 
ler's pack ; irad to prove to you that I hare not been 
making duc^ and drakes of our joint atocfr, I wSl 
let yon into the secret of a plan which has just taken 
birth in my pericranium. 

After having laid in my stock of bread, I went 
into a cook's shop, where I ordered a rmge of par- 
tridges, diickeos, and young rabbits, half a dozen 
of eadi, to be put instantly on the ^it. While these 
relishing little articles were roasting, in came a man 
in a Solent passioa, open-mouthed against tho 
coars* ctmduct of a tradesmao to hie consequential 
•df. This fegot of fury observed to the lord par- 
amomit of the dripping-pan, By St. James ! Sam- 
nd Sitn<m is the most wnmg-headed retail dealer in 
die town of Xelva. He has just insulted me in his 
own shop before his customers. The skinflint would 
not tirust me for six ells of cloth, though he knows 
very wdl that my credit is as good as the bank, and 
that no one could say he ever lost anything by me. 
Are not you delig^ited with the outlandish monster? 
He baa no objection to getting people of fashion on 
Us books. He had rather toss up heads or tads 
with tlwm, dian oblige a plain citizen in an honest 
way, and be paid in ftdl at the time ^tpointed. 
What » Btnuq^ yAAm t Bat he is md infemd' Jew-. 
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He will be uken in Bome day or other I AH the 
tnerchanta on tbe Exchange are Ijing in wait to 
oatch bim upon the hip ; and his disgrace or ruin 
will be nuts to me. 

While this reptile of the warehouse was thus spit- 
ting his spite and blurting out many other ill-natored 
innuendoes, there came over me a sort of astrological 
anticipation that I should be lord of the ttscendaQt 
over this Samuel Simon. My friend, said I to tbe 
man who was complaining against that hawker of 
damaged goods, of what character is the strange 
fellow you are talking about ? Of a confoundedly 
bad character, answered he in a pet. Depend on it, 
he is one of the most extortionate usurers in exist- 
ence, though with the affectation of not letting his 
left band know what his right gives away in charily. 
He was a Jew, and has turned Catholic ; but rip 
your way into bis heart, if he has any, and yon will 
find him still as inveterate a Jew as ever Rlate waa. 
As for his conversion, it was all in the way of trade. 

I took in with greedy ear the whole inTective of 
the shop-keeping deolaimaat, and &iled not, on 
coming out of the eating-house, to inquire for Sam- 
uel Simon's residence. A person directed me to the 
part of the town, and there was no difficulty in find- 
ing oat the house. It was not enough to sldm my 
eye cursorily over his shop. I peered into every 
hole and comer of it ; and my imagination, always 
on the alert when any pro6t is to be picked up, has 
already engendered a rogue's trick, which only waits 
die pwiod of geetatioD, when it may turn out a bant- 



Digmzefl by Google 



THS PLOT OF AMBROSE. Igg 

ling Dot unworthy to be &thered 1^ tbe sanctiino* 
nious aeiTuit of Signor CKl Blu. Straightway went 
I to the ready-made warehotue, where I bought these 
dresses, into which we may stuff an inquisitor, a 
notary, and an alguazil, and play the ports in the 
spirit of the solemn offices they represent. 

Ah I my dear Ambrose, interrupted Don Raphael, 
tnnsported with rapture at the su^esdon, what a 
wonderful idea I a glorious scheme indeed t I am 
quite jealous of the contrivance. Willingly would I 
blot out the proudest quarter fivm my escatoheon, 
to hare owned an effort of genius so transcendent. 
Tea, Lamela, I see, my friend, all the rich invention 
of the design, and you need be at no loss for instra- 
ments to cany it into effect. You want two good 
actors to play up to you ; and you have not far to 
look fbr them. You have yourself a &ce that can 
look sanctified, magisterial, or bloodthirs^ at will, 
and may do very well to represent the inquisition. 
My character shall be that of the notary ; and Signor 
GH Bias, if he pleases, may enact the alguaml. 
Tba» are the persons of the drama distributed : to- 
morrow we will play ^ piece, and I will pledge 
myself for its success, bating one of those unlucky 
chance medleys which tnm awry the curreut« of the 
most pithy and momentous enterprises. 

As yet Don Raphael's masterpiece of roguery had 
made but a clumsy impression on my plodding Imwi ; 
but the argument of the fable was developed at sup- 
per-time, and the hinge upon which it was tamed 
was, to my mind, of an ingenious contrivaDce. AAer 
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hsring- detpbtafaed put of our game, sod bled otir 
bottle to the but stage of evaoutitm, we ttivtched 
tiur length apon the gtwa, and won fell tost arieep> 
Up with you I up with you ! was the alarum €f 
Sigoor Ambrose, as the da.y b^an to dawn. Peo* 
pie who have a great enterprise on hand ou^t not to 
indulge themselves in indolence. A pla^e upon 
you, master inquisit<», said Don Ba^^iocl, rubbing 
his eyes ; you aro conibunded early on the move I It 
is as good as an order for execution to Master Samuel 
SinuHi. Many a true word is spoken in jest, replied 
Xfamela. Nay, you shall know more, added he with 
■% Mrcastic grin. I dreamt last night that I w|^ 
plucking the hairs out of his beard. Was not that 
a Ieft4ianded dream fiv him, master secretaiy? 
These pleasant hits were followed by a thousand 
otbeiB, which called forth new bursts of merriment. 
Our breakfiut passed off with the utmost gajety ; and 
when it was over, we made our arrangements for the 
pageant we had got up. Ambrose arrayed himself 
in sables, as befitted so ghostly an inatnunent for the 
cuppression of vice. We also took to our dBBdal 
habits ; nor has the dignity of nugistracy been ottaa 
more gravely represented than by Bon Ba^^ael and 
myself. The making up of our penons was ratb^ 
a tedious operation ; for it was later than two o'clock 
in the afternoon when we sallied from the wood to 
sAtend our call at Xelva. It is true, there was no 
hncry, since the play was not to beg^ ti]l the setting 
■a of the evening. That being the case, we jogged 
on leisurely, and stopped at the gate* of the town 
till the day was closed. 
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At.diat eventful hour, veleft oar hoiaes vbfli<a 
4be7 wue, to the care of Don Alphonso, who firaa 
very well satisfied to have eo humUe a cast in the 
distribudoo. Aa for Don Bapbael, Ambrose, and 
myself, our first visit was not to Samael Simon in 
perscMi, but to a taTem-keeper irito lived veiy near 
him. Hia reverence the inquisitor walked foremost. 
In went he to the bar, and said gravely to the land- 
lord, Master, I want to speak a word with you in 
private. The obsequious publican showed us into R 
room, where Lamela, now that we had got him to 
ourselves, said, I have the honor to be an unwortl^ 
member of the holy office, and am come here on a 
budnesB of very great importance. At this intima- 
tion, the man of liqnor turned pale, and answered in 
a tremulous tone that he was not conscious of having 
given any umbrage to the holy inquisition. True, 
replied Ambrose, with encouraging affiibilit^ ; neither 
do we meditate any harm against you. Heaven fop- 
bid that august tribunal, too hasty in its puni8h>- 
mmts, should make no distinction between guilt and 
innocence. It is unrelenting, but always just: to 
become obnoxious to its vengeance, you must have 
earned its diapleosure by wickedness or contumacy. 
Ea satisfied thraefore that it is not you who bring me 
to Xdva, but a certain dealer and chapman, by name 
Samuel Simon. A very ugly story about him has 
eome round to us. He is still a Jew in lua Iwart, 
they say, and haa only emlffaced ChristiaBi^ from 
Boidid and secular motives. I command you, in the 
name of the tnmaidous cwuC I r^rasent, to teU 
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me oU you know about that man. Bewaie how you 
■Tfl induoed by good neighbortiood, or poaaibty by 
close fiiendihip, to ^oes over and palliate his errors ; 
for I warn you authoritatively, if I detect the eli^it- 
est prevarication in your evidence, you ore yourself 
even sa one of the abandoned and accursed. Where 
is my secretary? pursued he, turning down towards 
Don Raphael. Sit down and do your duty. 

Mr. Secretary, with his p^t^ already in his hand 
and his pen behind his ear, todc his seat most pon^ 
oosly, and made ready to take down the landlord's 
depodtiott ; who promised solemnly on his part not 
to suppress one tittle of the real &ct. So far, so 
goodl said the worshipful commissioner; we hsre 
only to proceed in our examination. You wiU only 
jiut answer uy qaeations ; but do not interlaid yoor 
replies with any comments of yoor own. Do you 
-often see SAmuel Simon at church 1 I never thoo^ 
of looking for him, said the drawer of corks ; but I 
do not know that I ever saw him there in my life. 
Very good I cried the inquisitor. Write down that 
the defendant never goes to church. I do not say 
.so, your worship, answered the landlord, I only say 
that I never happened to see him there. We may 
have been at church together, and yet not have come 
acroBs each other. My good friend, replied Lamela, 
you fin^et that yon are deposing to &ctB, and not 
arguing. Bemember what I told you ; contempt of 
-court is a heinous offence. Yon are to give a sound 
and discreet evidence ; every iota of what makes 
against him, and not a word in his &vor, if you 
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knew Tcdumes. If that is your practice, O upright 
and impartial judge, resumed our host, jay testimony 
will scarcely be worth the trouble of taking. I 
know nothing about the tradesman you ore inquir- 
ing after, and therefore can tell ndther good nor 
harm of him ; but if you wish to examine into the 
history of his private life, I will run and call Gaa- 
pard, his apprentice, whom you may question as 
much as you please. The lad comes and takes his 
glass here sometimes with his friends. Bless us, 
. v^iat a tongue I He will rip up all the minutest 
actions of his master's life, and find employment for 
your secretary till his wrist aehee, take my word 
for it. 

I like your open dealing, said Ambrose with a nod 
of {^probation. To point out a man so capable of 
speaking to the bad morals of Simon, is an instance 
of Christian charity as well as of religious zeal. I 
shall report you very &vorabiy to the inquisition. 
Make haste, therefore ; go and fetch this Gaapard, 
of whom you speak ; but do the thing cautiously, so 
that his master may have no suspicion of wliat is 
going forward. The multipher of scores acquitted 
himself of his commission with due diligence and 
laudable privacy. Our little shopman came along 
with him. The youth had a tongue with a tang, 
and waa just the sort of lellow that wo wanted. 
Welcome, my good young man I said Lamela. 
Yon behold in me an inquisitor, appointed by that 
venerable body to collect informations against Sam- 
uel Simon, on on aocuration of still adhering to Jm- 
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daiam in his secret derotioiu. You ar6 an inmate 
of his fsouly ; consequently jem must be an eye- 
-witneas to miiny of his meet priTate transactions. 
It probably may be unnecensry to warn yon, liiat 
you are obliged in conscience, and by fear of punisb- 
ment, to declare all you know about him, notwith- 
standing any jnumise to Aa contrary, when I order 
you BO to do on the part of the holy inquisition. 
May it please your rererence, answered the plodding 
little rascal, I am quite ready to satisfy your heart's 
desire on that head, without being commanded tha»- 
to in the name of the holy office. If ever my ac- 
quittal was to depend on my master's character of 
me, I am persuaded that my chance would be a sorry 
one ; and fer that reason, I vkaU serve him as be 
would serve me. And I may tell you in the first 
place, that he is a f1y-by-ni^t whose proceedings it 
is no easy matter to take measure of; a man who 
puts on all the starch formalities of an inveterate re- 
ligionist, but at bottom has not a spark of principle 
in his composition. He goes every evening dangling 
oAer a litde girl no better than she should be. . . . 
I am vasUy glad indeed to find that, interrupted Am- 
brose, because I plainly perceive, by all you have 
been telling me, that he is a man of corrupt morals 
and licentious practices. But answer point by point 
to the questions I shall put to you. It is above all 
on the subject of religion that I am commisraoned to 
inquire into hia sentiments and conduct. Pray tell 
me, do you eat mnch poik at your house? I do not 
think, oosweied Ghispud, tlutt we have Ken it at 
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table twice in the year that I have lived with him. 
Better and better I replied the paragon of inquisitors : 
write down in legiUe c^ianctera that they never eat 
pork in Samuel Simon's &inily. But as a act-off 
i^;ainBt that, doubtless a joint of lamb is served up 
every now and then? Toe, every now and then, 
rejoined the apprentice ; we killed one &r our own 
consumption about last Easter. The season is pat 
and to the purpose, cried the ecclesiastical commis- 
tdoner. Come, write down, that Simon keeps the 
passover. This goes on merrily to a complete con- 
viction ; and it seems we have got a good sorice- 
able information here. 

Tell me again, my friend, pursued Lamela, 
wh^er you have not often seen your master fondle 
yoong children. A thousand times, answered Gras^ 
pard. When he sees the httle urchins playing about 
before the shop, if they happen to be pretty, ho calls 
them in and makes much of than. Write that down, 
be sure you write that down I interrupted the inquis- 
itor. Samuel Simon is very grievously suspected of 
lying in wait for Christian children, and enticing 
them into his den to circnmose them. Vastly well I 
vastly well, indeed. Master Simon I yoa will have 
an account to settle with the society for the suppres- 
sion of Judaism, take my word for it. Do not take 
it Into your savage head that such bloody sacrifices 
arc to be perpetrated with impunity. A pret^ use 
you make of baptism and shaving! Cheer up, reli- 
^oos Graspard, thou foremost of elect apprentices I 
Make a fiiS confession of all tl^ master's sins ; oom- 
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plete thine honeat teetdmony by telling na how this 
simular of a Catholic is more tban ever wedded to 
hia Jewish costonu and ceremonies. Is it not a &ct 
that one day in the week he sits with his hands before 
hini) and will not even perform the most necessary 
offices for himself? No, answered Graspard, I hare 
not exactly observed that. What comes nearest to it 
is, that on some days he shuts himself up in his doset, 
and stays there a long time. Ay ! now we have it, 
exclaimed the commissary. He keeps the Sabbadi, 
or I am not an inquisitor. Note that partdcuhirly, 
officer ; note that he observes the fast of the Sabbath 
most supcrstitiously I Ont upon him I What a 
shockmg fellow I One question more, and his busi- 
ness is done. Is not he always parleying about Jt- 
rusalem ? Pretty often indeed, replied our informer. 
He knows the Old Teqtament by heart, and tells ua 
how the temple of Jerusalem was destroyed. The 
very tliiDg I resumed Ambrose. Secretaiy ! be sure 
you do not neglect tliat feature of the case. Write, 
in letters of an inch long, that Samuel Simon has 
contracted with the devil for the rebuilding of the 
temple, and that he is plotting day and nig^t for 
the reestablishment of his nation. That is all I want 
to know ; and it is labor in Ttun to pursue the exam- 
ination any further. What Gaspard, in the spirit of 
truth and charity, has deposed, would be sufficient 
to make a bonfire of all Jewiy. 

When the aQgust moutii-piece of the holy tribunal 
had sifted the little sconndrelly afiprentice after thia 
manner, he tokl him he might go about his business ; 
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at the BoniQ time commnnding him, under the sever- 
est penalties of the inquiaition, not to say a word to 
hie master about what was going forward. Gaspard 
promised implicit obedience, and marched oJF. We 
were not long in coming after him; our procea- 
■ion from the inn was as grave and solemn aa our 
pilgrimage thereunto, till we knodced at Samnel 
Simon's door. He opened it in person. Three 
figuree Buch as oura migbt hare dumfounded a bet' 
ter man ; but bis iace was aa long as a lawsuit, when 
Lamela, our spokesman, sud to him in a tone of 
authority, Master Samuel, I conunand you in the 
name of the holy inquisition, whoae delegate I have 
die honor to be, to give me the key of your closet 
widiout mnminr or delay. I want to see if I cannot 
find wherewithid to corroborate certain hints which 
have been communicated to us respecting you. 

The son of commerce, aghast at these sounds of 
melancholy import, reeled two stq)S backward, just 
as if some one had given him a blow in the bread- 
basket. Far from smelling a rat in this pleasant 
trick of ours, he fancied in good earnest that some 
secret enemy luul made him on object of suspi- 
cion to the holy hue-and-cry ; and it mi^t posubly 
have happened that, &om being rather chimsy at his 
new duties as a Christian, be mi^t be conscious of 
having laid himself o^esa to serious aiumadvei:8i<»i. 
However liiat mi^t be, I never saw a man look 
more foolish. He did as he was ordered without 
saying nay, and opeQed all his lock-up places with 
the sheepish acquiescence of a man who stood in 
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awe of an ecdesiBstical r^t on the k nuddw. At 
least, Bwd Ambrtse as he went in, at leaat you ore 
not a contumadoua oppugner of onr resiitlefla idbd- 
dates. But withdrav into another room, and kave 
me to fulfil the duties of my station without profime 
obserTers. Samuel did not set hh bee against this 
oonunand any more than agunat the first, but kept 
lumadf quiet in hia shop, while we went aH three of 
UB into his closet, where, without loss of time, we 
laid an embargo on his cash. It was no diflScolt 
matter to find it, for it lay in an open coffer, and ia 
much larger quantity than we could carry away, 
^niere were a great many bags heaped up, but all in 
■ilrer. Gold would have been more to onr mind ; 
but, as robbers must not be dioosa^ any more than 
beg^iars, we were obliged to yidd to the necessity 
of the case. Not only did we lino our pockets with 
ducats, but the most mweardhable parts of our dress 
were made the receptacles of our filchings. Yet 
was there no outward show of the heavy burden 
under which we totta^ ; thanks to the cunning 
contriranoe of Ambrose and Don Baphael, who 
proved that tliere is nothing like being master of 
one's trade. 

We mandied out of the closet, after having feath- 
ered our nests pretty wamdy ; and then, for a rea- 
son whidi the reader will have no great difficult 
m gnessing, the w(H^ipful inquisitor produced his 
padlock, and fixed it on the door with his own 
hands, — he affixed moreover hia own seal, — and 
dten said to Simon, Master Samuel, I forbid you, in 
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the name of the holy inquieltion, to touch cither this 
padlock or this seal, which it ia your bounden duty 
to hold sacred, since it is the authentic seal of our 
holy office. I shall return Iiither thia time to-mor- 
row, then and here to open my commlseioa, and pro- 
visionally to take off the interdict. With this 
iiyunction, ho ordered the street door to be opened, 
and we made our escape after the processional man- 
ner, out of our wits with joy. As soon as we had 
marched about fifty yards, we began to mend our 
pace into such a quick step, aggravated by degrees 
into a leap and a bound, that we were almost like 
Tsulters and tumblers, iu spite of the wei^t we car^ 
ried. We were soon out of town , and mounting our 
horses once more, pushed forward towards Segorba, 
with many a pious ejaculation to the god Mercury, 
on the happy issue of so bold an attempt. 



CBAPTER 11. 



We travelled all night, according to our modest 
and unobtrusive custom, so that we found ourselves, 
at sunrise, near a little village two leagues fiom 
Segraba. As we were all tired to death, it was 
■greed, ummimously, to strike out of the hij^wity, 
wd r«8C under the shade of some willows, which w9 
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aaw at the foot of a little hill, about tea or twelve 
hundied yards from the village, where it cUd not 
seem expedient for us to halt. These willows iiuv 
niahed as with an agreeable retreat, hj the side of a 
little brook which bubbled as it washed their roots. 
The place struck our fency, and we resolved to pass 
the day tliere. Wo unbridled our horses, and tamed 
diem out to grass, stretching our own gentle limbs 
on the soft sod. There we courted the drowsy god 
of innocent repose ibr awhile, and then ninunaged to 
the bottom of our wallet and our wine-skin. After 
an ecclesiastical breakfast, we counted up our ten 
tithes of Samuel Simon's money, and it mounted to 
a round three thousand ducats. So that, with such 
a sum and what we hod before, it might be said 
without boasting that we knew how to nmke both 
ends meet. 

As it was necessary to go to market, Ambrose 
and Don K^ihael, throwing off their dresses now the 
play was over, said that tfaey would take that office 
conjointly on themselves : the adventure at Xelva 
had only sharpened their wit, and they had a mind 
to look about Segorba, just to make the experiment 
whether any opportunity might offer of striking 
another stroke. You hare nothing to do, added tlie 
heir of Ludnda's wit and wisdom, but to wait for us 
under these willows ; we shall not be long bt^ore we 
are with you agam. Signer Don Baphael, exclaimed 
I with a horse-laugh, tell us rather to wut for you 
under a more substantial tree — the gallows. If 
you once leave ua, we are in a month's mind that we 
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shall not B«e you agtun till the dsj after ^'&ir.'' 
^niis suspicion of our honor goes agunst the gr^, • 
replied Signor Ambrose ; bnt we deserra that our 
duractmi should suffer ia your esteem. It is but 
Rason that you shoold distrust our purity, after the 
a&ir at VoUadolid, and should &ncy tiiat we diall' 
make it no more a matter of conscience to play at the 
devil take the hindmost Avith you, than with the 
party tiiat we lefl: in the lurch in that town. Yet 
yoa decdve yourselvcB egregioualy. The gang upon 
whom we turned the tables were people of very bad 
character, and tlieir company be^n to be disreputa- 
ble to na. IbuB &r justice must be done to the 
members of our profession, that there is no bond in 
an civilized life less liable to be broken by personal 
and private interest ; bnt when there arc no feelings 
in common, our good understanding will be the 
worse for wear, as it happens among other descrip- 
tions of men. Wherefore, Signor Gil Bias, I 
entreat you, and Signor Don Alphonso as well as 
you, to be somewhat more liberal in your construc- 
tion of us, and to set your hearts at eaae respecting 
Don Bi^khael'a and my whim about going to Segorba. 
It is the easiest thing in die -world, observed 
Ludnda's hopeful brat, to qnosh oil subject of un- 
easiness On that score ; they have only to remain 
treasnrera of the exchequer, and they will have a 
Buffident pledge in their hands for our return. You 
see, Signor Oil Bias, that we are all fair and above 
board. You shall both hold security for ow r^^ 
pearance, and you may rest assured that for Ambrose- 
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and inyaelf, ve ■hall set off without the digfaleat 
miBginng of your taking to your heck with bo 
valuable a deposit. Alter bo sabetantial a proof of 
our good faith, frill you not plooe implicit confidatce 
in us? Yea, gentlemra, said I, and you may do at 
once whatever seemB good in your own ey«c. . Hiey 
took their departure immediately, canying the bottle 
and the wallet along with them, and left me under 
the willows with Don Alphonso, who aaid to me, 
after th^ were out of si^t, Now is the time, Signer 
Gil Bias, now is the lime to open my heart to you. 
I am angry with myself for having been bo eamly 
prevailed on to had thua &r with these two kiuves. 
You have no idea how many times I have quarrelled 
with myself on that score. Yesterday evening, while 
I was watching the horses, a thcHisaod mortifying 
leflecticHis rushed upon my mind. I thought it did 
not become a young man of honorable princi^es to 
live among auch scurvy fellows as Don HjiJiyl nnt) 
TrfiiTiflfl ; that if by ill lnck,Bome day or other, — and 
many amore unlikely thing has ha{^>eaed, — the suc- 
cess of our swindling trioks should throw ua into the 
hands of justice, I mi^t snstun the shame of being 
tried with them as a reputed thief, and undergoing 
the disgraceftd sentence of the law. These fti^t&l 
thou^itB present themselves incessantly to my 
imaginwtiftp, and I will own to you that I have 
detomined, as the only means of escape from die 
contamination of their bad actions, to part &om them 
forever. I can scaicdy siqipoee that you will dis- 
i^|»ove of my design. Ko, I {vomise you, answorod 
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I ; thoogii jou have seen me petfiinn die pnt of tlie 
algnAzil in Samuel Siiium'a ecaae&yy do not fitncjr 
that sndi pieces as those are got np to my taste. I 
take heaven to witness that wiiile acting in so witty 
a scene, I said to mys^f, Palth and troth. Master 
Gil Bias, if justice should come and lay hold of you 
by the weasand at thia moment, y6u would well 
(keerre the penitential wages of your iniquity. I 
feel therefbro no more disposed than yourself, Don 
Al|dionao, to tairy longer in such bad company ; and 
if yon think well of it; I will bear you company. 
When these gentlemen come back, we will demand 
a b"l""""g of the accounts, and tormorrow moniing, 
or evea. to-night befiire to-morrow, we will make our 
bow to them. 

Hie lovely Ser^ihina's lover approved my pro- 
posal. Let us get to Valenda, Bud be, and we will 
embark for Italy, where we shall bo able to oiter 
into dw service of the Venetian rE^ubfic. Will it 
not be &r better to take up the profession of arms, 
dian to lead such a dastardly and disreputable liie as 
we are now oigagod in ? We shall even be in a 
condition to make a very handsome figure with tlto 
nMMiey that will be coming to us. Not that I ap- 
propriate to mysdf without remorse a fimd so un- 
&irly estaUisbed ; but besides that necesu^ obliges 
me to it, if ever I acquire any {ooper^ in my 
campaigns, I make a vow to indemnify Samuel 
Simon. I gave Don Alphonso to understand that 
my sentiments coincided with his own, and we 
zwolved at once to separate ourselves from our oom- 
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pamons cm tlie fiillowiiig mmiii^ before dxyfanak.'. 
We were obore the temptatuHi cX pn^ting by Aar 
abBence) that u, of mardun^ off in a bony widt the.' 
earn total of the finances ; the cmfidenoB dicy had. 
reposed la leaving lu masters of the whole revenue 
did not perm^ snch a thougbt m mudi as to paaa- 
throagb oor mlnda. 

Ambrose and Don H^faoel returned &om Segorba 
just at the dose of day. Hiefirst thing they told us 
was, that their jomney had been propitioiis, for they 
hod laid the comer-stono of a raacalily whidi, to all 
nppearanoe, would turn out still better than that of 
the evening before. And thereupon the son of Lu-. 
dnda was going to pot US in poasesaion of the details ; . 
but Don Alphonao cut him abort in his .explanation, 
and declared at once bia intention of parting com- 
pany. I announced my own wish to do the aame. 
To no purpose did they employ all their ibetoric to 
prove to us the propriety of our accompanying them 
in their professional travels ; we took leave of tbem 
the next morning, after having made an equal diviaiMi 
of our cash, and pushed on towards Val 
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CHAPTER HI. 

AS UKFOBTUSAIX OCCPltRSrCS, WHKB TBSIlZfATED TO TBB 

Bian DBLiauT of dos Ai-PBOirao. oil, mlas meets witB 

All ABVEStUHE WUICa PLiCES SIM ALI, AT OJfCE IJ A 
TERY BUPEEIOR BITOATION. 

We galloped on gayl7 aa &r aa BudoI, where, as 
ill luck would have it, vre were obliged to stop. 
Don Alphonso was taken ill. His disorder was a 
hi^ fever, with such an access of alarming B^mp- 
toms as pnt me in fear for his life. By the greatest 
mercy in the world, the place was not beset by a 
■ingle physidan, and I got clear off without any 
hartn bat my &ij^t. He was quite out of danger 
at the end of three days, and with my nursing, hia 
recovery vtm rapid and without relapse. He seemed 
to be very grated for my attentions ; and as we 
really and truly felt a liking for each other, we tw^Oo 
an etermd friendehtp. 

. At length we got on our journey again, in tho 
constant determination, when we arrived at Yalenciai 
of i»ofiting by the firrt opportunity which mi^t 
offer to go over into Italy. But heaven disposed of 
us differently. We saw at the gate of a fine casde 
some oouDtry people of both sexes making merry 
and dancing in a ring. We went near to be spec- 
tators of iheir revels ; and Don Alpbonso was never 
less prepared than ibr the sorprise which all at onCe 
came over his senses. He found it was Baroa 
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Steinbach, who was as little backward in reeogniang 
hini, but ran up to him with open arms, and ex- 
daimed, in accentg of unbridled joy, Afa, Don 
Alphon»o I is it you ? What a deli^tful meetinff t 
While aeardt was making for you in every direction, 
chance presents you to my view. 

My feUow-traveller dismounted immediately, and 
ran to embrace the boron, whose joy seemed to me 
of an extravagant nature. Come, my long^Ioot son, 
B(ud the good old man ; you shall now be informed of 
your own birth, and know the }Mppy destiny that 
awaits yoy. As he uttered these words, he con- 
ducted him into the castle. I went in along with 
iJiem, for while ihey were exchanging salutations, I 
had alighted and tied our horses to a tree. The lord 
of the castle was the first person whom wc met. He 
was about the age of fifty, and a very well-looking 
man. Sir, said Baron St^bach, as be introduced 
Don Alphonso, behold your son. At these words, 
Don Cesar da Leyvn — for by that title the lord of 
the castle was called — threw his arms round Don 
Alphonso's neck, and weeping with joy, muttered 
indistinctly, Mj dear son, know in me the author of 
your being. If I have for so long left you in igno- 
rance of your birth and fiunily, rest assured that the 
self-denial was mine in the most painful d^ree. I 
have a thousand times been ready to burst with 
nmdety, but it was impossiUe to net otherwise. I 
liad married your mother from sheer attachment, for 
her origin was vety inferior to mine. I lived under 
the c<mtrol of an austere father, whos* severifrf 
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reodeted it necessarf to ke^ secret a marriage con- 
tracted without bis sanctioii. Baron Steinbadi, and 
he alone, was in my confidence ; be brooght you up 
at my request, nod under my directiona. At length 
my &ther is laid with his ancestors, and I can own 
you for my son and hdr. This is sot all ; I can 
give you for a l»ide a young lady whose rank is on 
a level with my own. Sir, interrupted Don Al- 
phonso, make me not pay too dear for the h^piness 
you have just been throwing in my lap. May I not 
be told that I have the honor of being your son with- 
out b^ng informed at the same time that you are 
delennmed to make me miserable? Ah, wri be not 
more cnid than your own fiither. If he did not 
consent to the indulgence of your pasrim, at least he 
never compelled you to take another wife. My son, 
relied Don Ceeaar, I have no wish to exercise a 
tyranny over your inclinations which X spumed at 
in my own case. But have the good manners just 
to see the lady I dengn for you ; that is all I require 
from your filial doty. Though a lovely creature and 
a veiy advantageous match, I promise never to force 
you into maniage. She is now in this castle. Fol- 
low me ; you will be obliged to acknowledge that 
you have rarely seen a more attractive object. So 
saying, be led Don Alphonso into a room where I 
made mysdf oae of the party with Baron Stdnbadu 
lliere was the Count de Polon with biS two 
daagliters, Seraphina and Julia, and Don Ferdinand 
de Leyva, his son-b-law, who was Don Cowar's 
nephew. Don Ferdinand, as was mentioned before, 
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had etf^ted with Julia, and it was on the occasion of 
the marriage between . these two lovers tiiat the 
peasantry of the neighboifaood were collected on this 
day to congratulate the bride and bridegroom. As 
soon as Don Ali^onso made his i^pearance, and his 
father had introduced him to the company, the Count 
de Polan rose from his chair and ran to embrace 
him, saying. Welcome, my deliverer I I]|on Al- 
phonso, added he, addressing his discourse. to him, 
observe the power of virtue over generous minds. 
Thou^ you have killed my bod, you saved my life. 
I lay aside my resentment forever, and gi^-e you th^ 
veiy Seraphina whose honor yoa protected from in- 
vasion. In BO doing, my debt to you is paid. Don 
Gossar's son was not wanting in acknowledgments to 
the Count de Polan, nor could he be otherwise than 
deeply affected by hia goodness; and it may be 
doubted wiiethcr the discovery of his birth and 
parentage toucjied his felicity more nearly than the 
intelligence that he was the destined husband of 
Ser^ihina. Hiis marriage was actually solemnized 
some days afterwards, to the entire satisfoction of all 
parties concerned. 

As I was one of the Count de Folan's deliverers, 
this nobleman, who knew me again immediately, 
said that he would take upon himself the care of 
. making my fortune. I thanked him for his liberality, 
bot would not leave Don Alphonso, who made me 
. steward of hia household, and honored me with his 
. confidence. A few days after his. marriage, still 
, haiping iip<m the trick which had been played to 
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Samuel Simon, he sent me to return to that cozened 
shopkeeper all the money ^i^ch had been filched 
&om him. I went therefore to make restitution. 
This was setting up the trade of a steward, but 
beginning at the wrong end : they ou^t all of them 
to end with restitution ; but nine hundred and ninety- 
nine out of a thousand think it double trouble, and 
excuse themselves. 
Toin n. H 
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A WAT went I to Xetvs with three tbooMod ducats 
under my charge, as bd equiralent to Samuel Simon 
for Uie amoont of hia losa. I will have the honeaty 
to own that my fingera itched, as I jo^ed along, to 
transfer theee funds to my own acocnmt, and begin 
my Btewaidsfaip in character, since eveiything in tliis 
life depends upon setting out well. There was no 
risk in preferring instiDct to principle, because it was 
only to ride about the country for fire or six days, 
and ccme home upon a brisk trot, as if I had dene 
my business and made the best of my way. Don 
Alphonso and his &ther would never have believed 
me oqiable of a breach of trust. Yet, strange to 
tell, I was proof agunst so tempting a suggestion ; it 
would Bcarcelybe too much to say, that honor, not 
the fear of being fbund out, was the spring of so 
pruseworthy a dednon ; and as times go, that is 
saying a great deal for a lad whose conscience had 
been pvtty well seasoned by keeping company with 
« long sncceesion of scoundrels. Many pe(^le who 
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hare not that excuse, but frequent worahipM society, 
will wonder how mudi squeamiahneBs should have 
prevailed over mj good sense : treasurers of charidea 
in partioular; persona who have the wills of relatums 
in their custody, and do not exactly like the contents; 
in short, all those whose characters stand higherthan 
their prindples, will find food for reflecticMi in my 
OTerstrained scrapnloeity. 

After having made restitution to the merchant, 
who little thought ever to have seen one &rthing of 
his property again, I returned to the castle of Leyva. 
Hie Count de PoUn had taken his departure, and 
was lar on his journey to Toledo with Julia and Don 
Ferdinand. I found my new master more wrapped 
up than ever in Seraphina ; his Seraphina equally 
wrapped op in my master, and Don Cnsar just as 
much wr^iped up as either in the contemplation of 
die hiqipy couple. My object was to gain the good 
will of dtis afibodtmate fitther, and I succeeded to 
my wish. The whole house was placed implicitly 
under my superintendeoce — nothing was done with- 
out my specnal direction ; the tenants paid their rents 
into my hands ; the disbursements of the fiunily 
were all under n^ revision ; and the subordinate 
Btuationa in the household ven at my disposal with- 
out i^peal ; and yet the power of tyrannizing did 
not give me the indination, as it has always hitherto 
dme to my equals and superiors. I neither turned 
away the male servants because I did not like the 
cot of their beards, nor the female ones because they 
cl Dot to Hke the cot of mine. If they raad« 
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up to Don Geur or his eon at once, without dirty- 
ing my favor as the diannel of all good graces, fiv 
from taking nmbrage at dtem on that aocoont, I 
spoke out officiously in their behalf. In oAer 
respects, too, the marks of confidence my two 
masters were incessantly lavishing (m me inspired 
me with a substantial zeal for their sezrioe. Their 
interest was my real object ; there was no slei^ c^ 
hand in my ministry ; I was such a caterer for the 
general good as you rarely meet with in [aivate 
Aimiliea or in political Bodies. 

While I was hugging myself on the well-eomed 
prosperi^ of my ooodition, love, jealous of my deal- 
ings with fortune, was bent on sharing my gratitude 
by the addition of a hi^er zest. He planted, 
watered, and ripened in the heart of Dame Lorenza 
Sephora, Seraphina'a confidential woman, an abun- 
dantcropoflikingfbrtheliappyeteward. MyHel«i, 
not to sink the fidelity of the historian in the vanity 
of the man, could not be many months short of her 
fiftieth year. But for all that, a look of wfaolesome- 
ness, a face none of the ugliest, and two good-looking 
eyee of which she knew the efficient use, might make 
her still pass for a decent bit of amusement in a 
summer evening. I could only just have been thank- 
ful for a little more relief to her complexion, since it 
was precisely the color of chalk; but that I at- 
tributed to maiden concealments, which had eat 
away all the damaak of her cheek. 

The lady ogled me for a long time with o^ea 
that savored more of passion than of chastily ; ' bat 
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instead of communing in Hx language of the eyefl, I 

made pretence at first not to be sensible of ray own 
h^pinese. Thus did my gallantry i^pear as if 
arrayed in its first blushes ; a circumBtance which 
was rather tempting than repulsive to her feelings. 
Takiog it into her bead, therefore, that there was no 
standing upon dumb eloquence with a young man 
who looked more like a novice thui he was, at our 
very first interview she declared her sentiments in 
broad, unequivocal terms, that I mi^t have no [dea 
for misinterpretation. She played her put like an 
old stager ; affected to be overwhelmed with confu' 
sion while she was speskiDg to me ; and after having 
said all she wanted to say in a good audible voice, 
put her hand before her face, to hide the shame 
which was not there, and make me beUeve that she 
was incommoded by the delicacy of her own feelings. 
There was no standing such an attack ; and though 
vanity had a larger share in my surrender than the 
tender passion, I did not receive her overtures un- 
graciously. Xay, more, I presumed to overlook 
decorum in my vivaci^, and acted the impatient 
lover so naturally as to call down a modest rebuke 
up(m my freedoms. Lorenzs chid my fondness, bat 
with 80 much fbndness in her chidings, that while 
she prescribed to me the coldness of an anchorite, it 
was very evident she would have been miserably 
dis^pointed if I had taken her prescription. I 
should have pressed the affair at once to the natural 
termination of all such affairs, if the lovely object of 
tny ardent wishes had not been afraid of giving me a 
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lefUuoded opinion of her riitne, by abandonuig dte 
wotIu before the siege was r^tUarly fonued. Tbm 
being so, we parted, but with a promise to meet 
i^ain ; Sephora in the foil pennuudoa that her re- 
luctant resistBnce would stamp her for a vestal in mj 
esteem, and myself Ml of the sweet hope tiiat tlie 
torments of Tantalns would soon be succeeded by an 
elysium of enjoyment. 

My a&irs were in this happy train, when one of 
Don Oaeear's nnder servants brou^t me sadi k 
piece of news as gave an agne to my r^ytures. This 
lad was one of those inquisitive inmatew ^i^ ^>ply 
eithcB- an ear or aa eye to every keyhole in a house. 
As he paid his court constantly to me, and served 
vp some &eah piece of scandal every day, he came 
to tell me one morning that he had made a jdeaaanfe 
discovery ; and that he had no objection to lettii^ 
me into the iim, on coni^tion that I would not 
blab; because Dame Lorenza Sephoia was tbe 
theme of the joke, and he was a&aid of becoming 
obnoxiooa to her resentment and revenge. I was 
too mudi interested in coming at the story he had to 
tell, not to swear myself into discretion throu^ 
thick and thin ; but it was necessary that my motive 
should seem curiosity, and not personal concern, so 
that I asked him, with an air of as much indifferenoe 
as I could put on, what was this mi^ly disooreiy 
about vriiich he made such a piece of work. Lo- 
renza, whispeo^ he, smu^les the surgeon of the 
village every evening into her apartment : he is a 
ti^t vessel, well armed and manned ; and the pirate 
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gonenHy stays pretty long upon his cruise. I do 
not mean to say, added he, with saperdliotis candor, 
bat that all this may be' perfectly innocent cm both 
sides, but yon cannot he^ admitting that where a 
yoimg man does insinuate himself slyly into a girl's 
bed-ciiamber, he takes better care of his own pleaA- 
ure than of her reputation. 

Thoa^ this tale gave me as mnch uneasiness ai 
if I had been verily and romantically in loive, I had 
too much sense to let him know it ; but so fer stifled 
my fbelings as to lan^ heartily at a story which 
struck at the Tery life of all my hopes. But when no 
witnesses were by, I made myself fuD amends for 
having golped down my rising indignation. I blus- 
tered and stormed, muttered blessings on them the 
wrong way, and swore ontright ; but all' this with- 
out coming nearer to a decision on my own conduct. 
At one time, holdmg ]>>renza in utter contempt, it 
was my good pleasure to give her up altogether, 
without condescending so &r as to come to any ex- 
planation with the Coquette. At another time, lay- 
ing it down as a principle that my honor was con- 
cerned in making the surgeon an example to all 
intriguers, I s^nrited up my courage to call him ont. 
Thus dangerous valor prevailed over safe indiflcr- 
ence. At the i^roach of evening I placed myself 
m ambuscade ; and sure enough, the gentleman did 
slink into the temple of my Vesta, with a fear of 
bring found out that spoke rather unfavorably for 
the puri^ of his designs. Nothing short of this 
could have kept my rage alive against the chilliness 
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of die ni^ air. I immediately quitted die predncts 
of dw cssde, and posted myself on the hig^ road, 
where the gay deceiTCr was sure to be interoqited 
on his letnni. I waited for him witli my figbting 
^nrits on the foil boil: my impatience increased 
widi the htpae of time, till Man and Bellona seemed 
to inhatnt my frame, and enlaise it beyond hmnan 
dimenaionfl. At length my antaeonist came in sififat. 
I took a few strides, such as buUy Man or BeU(M» 
miglit have taken ; but I do not know bow die 
devil it came to pass, my courage went fiulher off 
as D^ body came nearer ; my frame was contracted 
within somewhat less than its hmnan dimenskms^ 
and my heart felt exactly like the heart of a coward. 
The hearts of Homer's heroes felt ezacdy the same, 
when the dastardly dogs were not backed by a so- 
pematm^ Drawcansir I In short, I was just as 
mach out of my element as ever Paris was whcm be 
pitted himself against Menelaus in sin^e combat. 
I began taking measure of this operator in love, war^ 
and anatomy. He qipeared to be lai^ limbed and 
well knit, wiUi a sword l^ his side of a most abomina- 
ble length. All this made me consider that the 
better part of valor is discretion : nevertheless, 
wbedier from the superiority of mind over the ner- 
vous system in a case of honor, or fr^m whatever 
other cause, though the danger grew bigger as the 
distance dimioisbed, and in spite of nature, which 
pleaded obstinately that honor is a mere scutcheon, 
and can neither set a leg nor take away tlie grid" 
of a wound, I mustered up boldness enough to 
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march forward towards &e surgeon swwd in 
hand. 

My proceeding seemed to him to be of the droll- 
est. What is the matter. Signer Gril Bias? ex- 
claimed he. Why all this fire and fury ? You are 
in a bantering mood, to all appearance. No, good 
master diavflr, answered I, no such thing; there 
never was anything more serious since Cun kiUed 
Abel. I am determined to try the experiment, 
whether as little preparation serves your turn in the 
field of battle as in a lady's chamber. Hope not 
diat you will be snffered to possess without a rival 
that heaven <^ bliss in which you Have been indulg- 
ing, bat this moment at the castle. By all the 
martyrdoms we phlebotomizers have ever suffered or 
imfiicted, rq>lied the surgeon, setting up a shout of 
laughter, this is a most whimsical adventure. As 
heaven is my judge, ^>pearaiice8 are very little to be 
trusted. At this put off, fancying that he had no . 
keener stomach for cold iron than myself, I got to 
be ten times more overbearing. Teach your parrot 
to speak better Spanish, my friend, interrupted I ; 
do you think we do not know a hawk from a hem- 
diaw? Imagine not that the simple denial of the 
fact will settle the business. I see plainly, replied 
he, that I shaU be obliged to speak out, or some 
miw-liiitf most hiq)pen eithra- to you or me. I shaQ 
ther^ore disclose a secret to you, though men in 
our profession cannot be too much on the reserve. 
J£ Dame Lorenza sends for me into her apartment 
under atupkaons circumstances, it is only to conceal 
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from tlte BomixtM the knowtedg« of ber malady. 
She has an incurable ulcer in her back, irhich I 
oome every evening to dreas. Hiis is the real 
oooB0i<m of those vidts which diaturb your peaoo. 
Hecoeforward, reet aaaored that you have her all to 
yourself. Bat if you are not eatufiad with thia 
explanation, and are absolutely bent on a. fencing 
matdi, you have only to say so : I am not a man to 
turn my back upon a game at Bword play. With 
these words in his mouth, he drew hia long isfner, 
which made my heart jon^ into my throat, and 
stood upon his guard. It is mon^, said I, putting 
my aword up again ia its Kabbard ; I am not a wild 
beast, to turn a deaf ear to reaaon : afler what yoa 
have told me, there is no cause of enmity betweea 
US. Let us shake hands. At this proposal, by 
which he found oat that I was not aocb a devil ol % 
fellow as he had taken me for, he returned his 
weapon with a laugh, met my advaaces to be recon- 
ciled, and we parted the best friends in the world. 

From that time forward Sephora never came into 
my thoughts but with the most disgusting associa- 
tions. I shunned all the opportunities she gave me 
of entertaining her in private, and this with so obvi- 
ous a study, almost bordering on rudeness, that she 
could not but notice it. Astomsh^d at so sudden a 
reverse, she was dying to know the cause, and at 
length, finding the means of pinning me down to a 
tgte-a»-t§te, Good Mr. Steward, said she, tell me, if 
so please you, why you avoid the very sight of me? 
It is true that I made the first advances ; but then 
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yon ftd the ooOsammg fire. Becall to memoiy, if 
it is not too great a &vor, the private interview we 
had together. Then you were a magazine of codw 
bostibleB, now you are as frozen as the north sea. 
What is the meaning of all this ? The questioQ wafl 
not a little difficult of solution, for a man unaccus- 
tmned to the violence of amorooe interrogatories. 
Hn conaequence wa«, that it puzzled me meet oon- 
fonodedly. I do not precisely recollect the identjca] 
lie I told the lady, but I recollect perifectly that 
nothing but the tiath could hare afironted her more 
highly. Sephora, thou^ by her mincing air and 
modest outside one might have taken her for a lamb, 
was a tigress when the savage was roused in her 
nature. I did think, said she, darting a glance at 
me full of malice and hideousness, I did think to 
have conferred such honor as was never conferred 
before, on a little scoundrel like you, by betraying 
sentiments which die first nobility in the country 
would make it their boast to excite. Fitly indeed 
am I punished ibr having prepoeterously lowered 
myself to the level of a dirty, snivelling adventurer. 
That was pretty well ; but she did not stop thore ; 
I should have come off too cheaply on such terms. 
Her fury taking a long lease of her tongue, that 
brawling instrument of discord rung a bob-major of 
invective, each strain more clamorous and confound- 
ing than the former. It certainly was my du^ to 
have received it all with cool indi&rence, and to 
have considered candidly that in triumphing over 
female reserve, and then not t^ing possessuHi of the 
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conquest, I had committed that Bin against the sex 
which would have tnoaformed the moet feminine of 
them into a SephoiK. But I was too irritable to 
bear obuae, at which a man of bcdm in my place 
would only have laughed ; and my patience was at 
length exhausted. Madam, said I, let us not rake 
into each other's personal misfortunes. If the first 
nobili^ in the country hod only loolrcd at your hack, 
they would have forgotten all your other charms, 
and have boasted but little of the sentiments they 
had exdted you to betray. I had no sooner lud in 
this iKmie stroke, than the enraged duenna visited 
me with the hardest box on the ear that ever yet 
proceeded from the delicate fingers of a woman 
soomed. 8uch fiivors might pall on repetition ; so 
I did not wait for a second, but took shelter in the 
nimblenees of my legs from the clatter of castigation . 
she was going to shower down on me. 

I returned thanks to the protecting powers for 
having brought me clear off from this unequal 
encounter, and fancied that I had nothing further to 
i^iprehend, since the lady had taken corporal ven- 
geance. It was likely, too, that she would be wise 
and bold her tongue, for the honor of her own back ; 
and, in point of fact, a fhll fortnight had elapsed 
without my hearing a word upon the subject. Hie 
very tingling in my own cheek began to abate, when 
I was told that Sepbora was taken ill. With that 
forgivoiess of injuries so natural to me, I was sio- 
oerely afflicted at the news. I really felt for the 
poor lady. I concluded that, unable to ctrntend-. 
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with a paeaion so ill repaid, that haplese Tictim of 
her own tendemefls was giving up the ghost. It 
was with exquisite pain that I turned this sulgect in 
my thoughts. I was the onel cause that her heart 
was breaking ; and mypity, at least, was the duenna's, 
though love is too wayward to be controlled by ad- 
vice. But I was miserably mistaken in her nature. 
Her tenderness had all curdled into acrimonious 
hatred ; and at that very moment was she plotting 
to be my bane. 

One morning, iriiile I was with Don Alphonso, 
that amiable young master of mine was absent, 
moody, and out of spirits. I inquired respectfiilly 
what was the nutter. I am vexed to the soul, sud 
he, to find Seraj^ina weak, unjust, ungratefiil. You 
are not a little surprised at this, added he, remarking 
the expression of astonishment with which I heard 
him ; yet nothing is more strictly and lamentably 
troe. I know not what reason you hare given Dame 
Lorenza to be at variance with you ; but true it is, 
you are become so unbearably hateful to her, that if 
you do not get out of this castle as soon as possible, 
her death, she says, must be the sure consequence. 
You cannot but suppose that Seraphina, who knows 
your value, used all her inBuenoe at fiist agwnst a 
prejudice to which she could not administer without 
injustice and ingratitude. But though the best of 
women, she is still a woman. Sephora broogiit her 
up, and she loves her like a mother. Should her 
old mirse die shortly, she would &ncy she had her 
death to answer for, had she refused herself to any 
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of her whimi. For my own part, with ■!! 117 alHw 
tion towuda Seraphioa, — and it is none of tbe weak- 
eet, — Iwill nevet be guilt; of ao mean a oompliance aa 
toaidewithheronthiaqueatioa. Perish onr duennae I 
perish the whole aystem of our Spanish vi^lance I 
but Dever let me eotuoit to the banishment of a 
young man whom I look t^ton rathw as a brother 
than a servant 1 

^Vhen Don Alpbonao had thos expressed his sen- 
timents, I said to him, My good sir, I am bom to be 
the mere whipptng^4op of fortune. It had been my 
hope that ahe would leave off persecuting me when 
under your roof, where ereiything held out to me 
h^py days and an unruffled lift. ]^aw, the part 
for honor to take is to tear myself away, whatever 
hankering I may feel after my continnanoe. Mo, 
no, exclaimed the generoua aon of Don Cesar. 
Leave me to bring Ser^hina to a proper view of 
things. It shall never be said that you are sacri- 
ficed to the ciquioes of a duenna, yrba, on every 
occasion, has bat too much influeooe over the iamily. 
All you will get by it, sir, replied I, will only be to 
put Sen^>hina in an ill humor by opposing her 
wishes. I had much rather withdraw, than run the 
risk, I^ a longer abode here, of sowing division 
between a married pair, who are a model of conjugal 
felicity. Such a consequence of my unhap[^ quar- 
rel would make me miserable for the remainder of 
my days. 

Don Alphonso sbeolutely forbade me to take any 
haa^ st^ ; and I found him so determined in the 
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intention of rtanding by me, tiiat Lorenza most 
in&Uibfy hare been thrown into the background, if 
I had cboeen to have stood an election against her. 
There weie momenta iriien, exasperated agninst Um 
duenna, I was tempted to keep no meamnes with 
hex ; hot when I came to consider that to unravel 
this mrgical mystery would be to plunge a dagger 
into the heart of a poor creature, whose eurse had 
been n^ &s(idiouB pr^ndiee against an ulcerated 
back, and whom a phyucal and mental misfortune 
were conjointly handing down to the grave, I lost all 
feeling but that of compassion towards her. It was 
evident, since I was so portentous a phenomenon, 
tbat it was my imperioos duty to reestablish the 
traaqniUily of the castle by my absence ; and that 
duty I perfbrmed the next morning before daybreak, 
without taking any leave of my two masters, for fear 
they sbonld oppose my departmv from a misplaced 
partiality towards me. My only notice was to leave 
behind in my chamber a memorial, containing an 
exact account of my receipts and disbursements dur- 
ing the time of my stewardship. 
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•ER ma RXTKXAT FROM 
THAT TBOaB WBO ARE 
AYS THE MOST MtBBRA- 
RLE or MAUKtntt. 

1 WAS mounted on a good horse, my own prop- 
er^, and was the bearer of two hundred putoles, 
the greater part of which arose from the plunder of 
the vanquiabed banditti, and the forfeiture of Samuel 
Simon by the Inquisition ; for Don Alfonso, with- 
out requiring me to account for any part of the said 
forf^ture, had made restitution of the entire sum out 
of bis own tunde. Thus, considering my effects, 
however obtained, as oonverted into hiwiul property 
by a sort of vicarious sponsorship, I took them into 
my good graces without any remorse of conscience. 
An estate like this rendered it absurd to throw away 
any thought about the future ; and a certuo likeli- 
hood of doing weU, which always hangs about a 
young man at my age, held out an additional aecu- 
rify against the caprices of fortune. Besides, Toledo 
offered me a retreat exactly to my mind. Hiere 
could not be a doubt hut the Count de Polan would 
take a pleasure in giving a kind reception to one of 
his deliverers, and would insist on his accepting an 
^>artment in bis own house. But I only looked 
upon this nobleman as a very diatant resource ; and 
determined, before laying any tax on his grateful 
ncoUectioD, to spend part of my ready cash in 
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traTelling over tJta provmoes of Murda and Greiuulft, 
which I had a very particular mclin&tion to see. 
With this intentioD I took the AlmnTua road, and 
afterwards, following the route chalked out, travelled 
&om town to town as far as the citj of Grenada, 
without stumbling on any sinister occurrence. It 
dunild seem as if fortune, wearied out with the 
school-girl's tricks she had been playing me, was 
contented at last to leave me as she found me. But 
she still hod ha* skittish designs upon me, as will be 
seen in the sequel. 

One of the first persons I met in the streets of 
Grenada was Signor Dim FetdiDand de Leyva, son- 
in-law, as well as Don Alphonso, of the Count de 
Polan, We were both of us equally surprised at 
meting so &r Irom home. How is this, Gil Bias ? 
exclaimed he — to find you in this city I What the 
devil brings you hither? Sir, said I, if you are 
astonished at seeing me in this country, you will be 
ten times more so when yon shall know why I have 
quitted tiie service of Signor Don Cesar and bis son. 
Then I recounted to him all that had passed bttween 
Sephora and myself, without garbling the facts in 
any particular. He landed heartily at the recital i 
Hxa, recovering bis gravity. My fiiend, sud he, my 
mediation is at your service in this aSidt, I will 
write to my sister-in-law . . . No, no, sir, inter- 
rupted I, do not write upon the subject, I beseech 
you. I did not quit the castle of I/eyva to go back 
agun. You may, if you please, make another use 
of the Idndness you have expressed for me. If any 
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of your Mendfl should be looking out for a eocrelaiy 
or « stewvd, I should be moch oUiged to yoa to 
•peak a good word in my favor. I will t«ke upon 
me to asaure you that you will never be reproached 
witli lecouunending on improper object. Yon have 
only to command mei answered he ; I wiU do iriiat- 
ever you desire. My borinesB at Grenada Is to vint 
an old aunt in aa ill state of health. I shall be hen 
three weeks longer, after which I shall set out oa my 
return to my castle of Lorqni, where I have left Julia. 
That is my lodging, added he, showing me a hotue 
about a hundred yards &om us. Call upon me in a 
few days; probaUy I may by that time have hitupon 
some eli^ble ^pointinent. 

And, in &ct, so it was ; for the very first tame that 
we came together again, he said to me, My Lord 
Archbishop of Grenada, my relation and friend, is in 
want of a young man with some little tinge of literar- 
ture, who can write a good hand and make fair 
cc^ies of his manuscripts, for he is a great author. 
He has composed I know not how many homilies, 
and still goes on composiiig more every day, whidi 
he delivers to the high edification of his audience. 
As you seem to be just the thing fin- him, I have 
mentioned your name, and he has promised to take 
you. Go, and make your bow to him as from me ; 
you will judge, by bis reception of you, wfaedier 
my reconunendation has been couched in handsome 
terms. 

The sitaation was, to all appeaianoe, exactly what 
I should have picked out for myself, lliat bong 
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the oase, witlt tuch an arrangem^t of my air and 
penon as Beemed most likely to square with the ideas 
of a YwemoA prelate, I presented myself one morn- 
ing be&re the archbiahop. If this were a goi^oiu 
romance, and not a grave \aSbarj, here might we 
introduce a pompoua description of the episcopal 
palace, with architeotural digreasions on the structure 
of the building ; here would be the place to expatiate 
on the costliness of the furniture like an uphdatcreri 
to oritidse the statues and pictures like a connoisseur ; 
and the pictures themselTea would be nothing to the 
oninfonnod reader, without the stories they represent, 
till tuuTersal history, &bulouB and authentic, sacred 
and profane, should be pressed into the serrioe. 
But I shall content myself with modestly stating 
that the royal palace itself is scarcely superior in 



Throughout the suite of apartments, there was a 
complete mob of ecclesiastics and other officers, oon- 
BSting of chi^ilains, ushers, upper and menial 
Berv«its. Those <^ them who were laymen were 
most superbly attired ; one would sooner have taken 
dmn for tenqwral nolnlity than for spiritual under- 
strappers. They were as proud as the devil, and 
gave themselves intoleraUy consequential airs. I 
cooid not help laughing in my sleeve, when I coiw 
■idered who and what they were, and how they 
bdiaved. Set a beggar on hoiseback I said I. H>ese 
gentry are in luck to carry a pack without feeling the 
drag of it, for surely if they knew they were beaata 
of burden, they would not jin^ th^ bells witfi so 
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higb a tOM of the head. I ventured juat to apeak to 
a grave and portly penon^e who stood eendnel at 
the door of the archbishop's closet, to turn it upon 
its hinges as occasion might require. I asked him 
dvilly if there was no possibility of speaking with 
my lord archbishop. Stop a little, said he, with a 
superciliouB demeanor and repulsive tone ; his grace 
will shortly come forth, to go and hear mass ; you 
may snatch an audience for a moment as he passes 
on. I answered not a single syllable. Patience 
was aU I had for it ; and it even seemed advisable 
to try and enter into conversation with some of the 
jacks in office ; but th^ began conning me over from 
the sole of my foot to the crown of my head, without 
ooodescending to &vor me with a ungle interjection ; 
after iriiich th^ winked at one another, whispered, 
and looked out at the comers of their eyes, in deris- 
ion of the liberty I had assumed, by intruding upon 
their select society. 

I felt, more fool that I did so, quite out of coun- 
tenance at such cavalier treatment from a knot of 
state footmen. My confusion was but beginning to 
subside, when the closet door opened. The arch- 
bishop made his appearance. A profound silence 
immediately raisoed among his officers, who quitted 
at once their insolent behavior, to adopt a more 
respectM style before their master. That prelate 
was in his sixty-ninth year, formed nearly on the 
model of my uncle, Gil Perez, the canon, which ia 
as much as to say, as broad as he was long. But 
the hig^iest dignitaries should always be the most 
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unplj gifted ; nooordingly hia legs bowed inwaids to 
the very extremity of the graceful dure, and hia 
bald head retained but a single lock behind, bo that 
he was obliged to ensconce his pericranium in a fine 
wDoBen caip vith long ears. In apite of all this, I 
e^ed the man of quality in his deportment, doubt- 
less, because I knew that he actually h^pened to be 
one. We common lellowa, the fungous growth of 
die bomaD dun^iill, look up to great lords with s 
&cili^ of being overawed, which often furnishes them 
with a Benjamin's mess of importance when nature 
has denied even llie moat Bcanty and triTial gifta. 

The archbishop moved towards me in a minuet 
step, and Idndly inquired what I wanted. I told 
him I was the young man about whom Signor Don 
Ferdinand de Leyva had spoken to him. Ws did 
not give me a moment to go on with my story. 
Ah I is it you ? exclaimed he ; is it you of whom so 
fine a character has been given me ? I take you into 
my service at once ; you are s mine of literaiy udl- 
i^ to me. You have onty to take up your abode 
here. Talking thus condescendingly, he supported 
himself between two ushers, and moved oavntda, 
after having given audience to some of his clergy, 
who had eodeaiaatica] business to communicate. 
He was scarcely out of the room, when the same 
officers who had turned upon their heel, were now 
cap in hand to court my converaation. Here the 
rascals are, pressing round me, currying &Tor, and 
npvesstng their sincere jc^ at seeing me become as 
it were an heirloom of the aiohbishopric. They 
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had heard what their niMter bad aoid, and wera dj-> 
ing with anxiety to know on what footing I was to 
be about him ; bat I bad the ill nature not to aatisfy 
dieir curiosity, in revenge for their contempt. 

My lord BrchbiBbop waa not long before he re- 
tomed. He took me with him into his cloaet for a 
little private confo«nce. I conld not but suppoae 
that he meant to fiitbom dte depth of my understand- 
ing. I was aoooffdingty on my gnard, and prqiared 
to measure out my words most methodically. He 
questioned me fiist in the classics. My answers 
were not amiss ; he was convinced that I had more 
than a schoolboy's acquaintance with the Greek and 
Latin writers. He examined me next in logic ; nw 
could I but suppose that he would examine me in 
logic. He foimd me strong enou^ there. Your 
education, said be, vrith some degree of flnrprise, has 
not been neglected. Now 1^ db see your hand- 
writing. I took a blank piece of paper out of my 
pocket, which I had (nought for the purpose. My 
ghostly father was not displeased with mj perform- 
ance. I am very well satisfied with the mechanical 
part of your qualificatdons, exclumed be, and sdll 
more so with the powers of your mind. I shall 
thank my nephew, Don Ferdinand, most heartity, 
for having sent me so fine a lad ; it is absolutely a 
gift &om above. 

We were interrupted by some of the neighboring 
gentry, who were come to dine with the archbishop. 
I left them tog^her, and withdrew to the second 
table, vriiere the whole household, with one oonsent. 
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iiuisted OD giving me the upper bsnd. Dinner la a 
busy tima at an episcopal ordinary; and yet vs 
snatched a m(Hneot to make our obaervationB on 
each other. What a mortified proprie^ mis painted 
on the outside of the clergy I Thay had all the look 
of a deputation from a better world : strange to think 
how place and circumstance impose on the deluded 
sense of men I It never once cams into my thou^ita 
that all this sanctity mi^t possibly be a false onn % 
just as if there could be nothing but what appertiunecl 
to the kingdom above, among the successors of the 
i^KWtles on earth. 

I was seated by the aide of an old yalet-de-chan:>' 
fare, by name Melchior de la Bonda. He took car« 
to help me to all the nice bite. His attentdous were 
not lost upon me, and my good manners quite eniap' 
tared him. My worthy sir, said he, in a low voioef 
after dimier I sbouhl like to have a little private talk 
with you. At the same time he led the way to a part 
of the palace where we couU not be overheard, and 
there addressed me as follows ; My son, &om the 
very first instant that I saw yotl, I felt a certain pre' 
possession in your tavor. Of this I will give you a 
certain proof, by communicating in Confidence what 
will be of gteat service to you. You are here in a 
fiunily where true believera and painted hypocritee 
ate i^aylng at cross purposes agunst each other. 
It would take an antediluvian age to feel the ground 
under your ieet. I will spare so long and so dis- 
gusting a study, by letting you into the characters 
on both sides. After this, if you do not j^y your 
eaids, it is your ovra &nlt< 
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■ I shall be^ with hia grace. He is a very pious . 
prelate, employed wi^iout oeaaing in the instruction 
of the people, whom he brings back to virtiie, like 
sheep gone astray, by sermons full of excellent mo* 
rality, and written by himself. He has retired from 
court these tvreatj years, to watch over his flock with 
the zeal of an afiectionate pastor. He is a very 
learned person, and a very impressive declaimer : his 
whole delight ia in preaching, and his ctmgregation 
take care he should know that their whole delight is 
in hearing him. There may possibly be some little 
leaven of vanity in all this heavenly-mindedness ; 
bat, besides that it is not tot human &llibility to 
search the heart, it would ill become me to rake into 
the feults of a person whose bread I eat. Were it 
decent to lay my finger on any tiling unbecoming in 
my master, I should discommend bis staidmess. Li- 
stead of exercising fiirbearance towards frail church- 
men, he visits every peccadillo as if it were a hein- 
ous oflfence. Above all, he prosecutes those with 
the utnM)st rigor of the spiritual court, who, wrap- 
ping themselves up in their innocence, appeal to the 
canons for their justification, in bar of his deq>otic 
autlwnfy. There is besides anotber awkward trait 
in his diaracter, common to him with many other 
people of high rank. Though he is very fond of 
the people about him, he pays not the least attention 
to their services, but lets them sink into years with- 
out a moment's thou^t about securing Hiem any 
provision. If at any time he makes them any little 
presents, they may thank the goodness of some one 
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who shall have spdcen up in their behalf : he would 
never have his wits enough about him to do the 
st^^itest thing for them as a volunteer. 

Thifl is just what the old valet-de-chainbre told me 
of his master. Next, he let me into what he thought 
of the clergymen with whom we had dined. His 
portraits mi^t be likeoesaes ; but they were too 
hard-ftatored to be owned bj the originals. It 
most be admitted, however, that be did not repre- 
sent them as honest men, but only as very scandal- 
ous priests. Nevertheless, he made some ezoeptiona, 
and was as loud in tlieir praises as in his censure of 
the others. I was no longer at any loss how to play 
my part so as to put myself on an equal footing with 
these gentry, l^iat very evemng, at supper, I took 
a leaf out of their book, and arrayed myself in the 
convenient vesture of a wise and prudent outside. 
A clothing of humility and sanddfication costs noth- 
ing. Indeed it offers such a premium to the wearer, 
that we are not to wonder if this world aboands in a 
deaor^itkm of people called hypocrites. 



CHAPTEB III. 



I HAD been after dinner to get together my bag>. 
gage, and take my horse firom the inn where I had 
pot up, and afterwards letomed to sapper at lite 
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•rchbuhop's palace, wh»e a neatlf-furnished rooqi 
was got ready for me, and nicfa a bed aa was mora 
likely to pamper than to mortify the flesh. The daj 
following, hiB grace sent for me quite as soon aa I 
was ready to go to him. It was to give me a homilj 
to tnuucribe. He made a pcnnt t£ having it copied 
with aU possible accuracy. It was done to please 
him i for I omitted neither accent, nor comow, nor 
the minutest tittle of all be had marked down. His 
sads&ction at observing this was heij^iteDed by its 
being unexpected. Eternal Fadier 1 exclaimed he in 
a holy rapture, when be bad glanced his eye over all 
the folioa of my copy, was ever any thing seen so 
correct? You are too good a transcriber not to have 
some little smattering of the grammarian. Now tell 
me with the freedom of a friend : in writing it over, 
have you been atnick with nothing that grated upon 
your feelings ? Some little careless idiom, or some 
word used in an improper sense? 1 may it please 
your grace, answered I with a modest air, it is not 
for me, with my confined education and coarse taste, 
to aim at making critical remarks. And though ever 
so well qualified, I am satisfied that your grace's 
works would oome out pure &om the essay. The 
successor of the ^>o6tles smiled at my answer. He 
made no observation on it ; but it was easy to see 
through all his piety that he was an arrant author at 
the bottom : there is something in that dye that not 
heavra itself can wash out. 

I seemed to have purchased &e fee-sinqde of Us 
good graces by my flattaiy. Day after day did I get 
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ft step fivther in his esteem ; and Don Ferdinand, 
who came to see him very often, told me mj foodng 
was BO firm, that there could not be a dodbt bat my 
finrtuie waa made. Of this my master himself gave 
me a proof some little time afterwaida ; and the oc- 
casion was as follows : One evening in his closet 
he rehearsed before me, with appropriate empbasis 
and aodoo, a homily which he waa to deliv^ the 
next day in the cathedral. He did not content hint- 
self with asking me what I thought of it in the gross, 
but insisted on my telling him what paBsages stmci 
me most. I had the good fortune to pick ont those 
which were nearest to bis own taste, his &yorilA 
common-places. Thus, as luck would have it, I 
passed in his estimation for a man who had a qui(^ 
and natural relish of the real and less obvious beau- 
ties in a work. Hiis, indeed, exclaimed he, is what 
you may caD having discernment and feeling in per- 
fection 1 Well, well, my friend I it cannot be sud 
of you, 

BaoUm In eiMM JnncM Mm natam. 

In a word, be was so bi^y pleased with me, as to 
add, in a tone of extraordinary emotion. Never mind, 
Gil Bias I henceforward take no care about hereafter : 
I shall make it my business to place you amrma the 
fiivored children of my bounty. You have my best 
wishes ; and to prove to you tbat yon have them, I 
shall take you into my inmost oonfidenoe. 

These wwds were no sooner ont of hia mouth, 
than I ^ at his grace's feet, quite overwhelmed 
with gratitude. I embraced his elliptical le^ with 
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almoBt pagtto idolatry, and conridered myself as a 
man on the higb road to a Toy liaodsome fintmie. 
Y«8, my child, resumed the archbiahop, whose speech 
had been cut short by the rapidity of mj prostration, 
I mean to make you the receiver-general of all my 
inmost ruminations. Hearken attentively to what I 
am going to say. I have a great pleasure in preach- 
ing. Hie Lord sheds a Messing on my homilies ; 
tfae^ sink deep into the hearts of sinners ; set d^ a 
glass in vdiich vice sees its own im^e, and bring 
back many from the paths of error into the high 
road of repentance. What a heavenly si^t, when 
a miser, scared at the hideous picture drawn by my 
eloquence of his avarioe, opens his coffers to die poor 
^nd needy, and dispenses the accumulated store y/iAi 
a liberal hand? The voluptuary, too, is snatched 
from tJie pleasures of the table ; ambition flies at 
my conunand to the wholesome discipline of the 
monastic cell ; while female frailty, tottering on the 
brink of ruin, with one ear open to the siren voice 
of the seducer, and the other to my saintly correo- 
tives, is restored to domestic happiness and the «^ 
proving snule of heaven, by tfae timely warnings of 
the pulpit. These mijaculoos conversions, whidi 
hiqipen almost every Sunday, ou^t of themselves 
to goad me on in the career of saving souls. Nev- 
ertheless, to conceal no part of my weakness from 
my monitor, there is another rewanl on which my 
heart is intent, a reward which the seraphic scrapo- 
lousness of my virtue to little purpose condemns as 
too carnal ; a Ikowy reputation for a sublime and 
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el^iint Bt^le. Tbe honor of being handed down to 
posterity aa a perfect pulpit orator has its irresiBtible 
attractiona. My compositiona are generally thon^t 
to be equally powerfiil and pereuaBive ; but I coold 
Irish of all things to steer clear of the rock on which 
good authors split, who are too long before the pub- 
fio, and to retire from profeesional life with my r^tu- 
tation in oitdiininished lustre. 

To tiiis end, tny dear Oil Bias, continued the 
prelate, there is one thing requisite from yonr zeal 
and friendship. Whenever it shall strike yon that 
n^ pen begins to contract, as it were, the oeuficsr- 
tion of old ^;e, whenever you see my genius in its 
climacteric, do not &il to give me a hint. There is 
no trusting to one's self in such a case ; pride and 
conceit were the original sin of man. The probe of 
criticism most be intrusted to an impartial stander- 
by, of fine talents and unshaken probity. Both 
those requisites centre in you : you are my choioe, 
and I give myself up to yonr direction, ^aven be 
praised, my lord, said I, there is no need to troul^ 
youraelf with any such thoughts yet. Besides, an 
nnderataoding of your grace's moukl and calibre will 
last out double the time of a common genius ; or, to 
speak with more certainty and truth, it will never 
be the worse ibr wear, if you live to the age of Me- 
thusalem. I consider you as a second Cardinal 
Ximenes, whose powers, superior to decay, instead 
of fii^ging with years, seemed to derive new vigor 
from their approximation with the heavenly regions. 
Ifo flattery, my friend ! interrupted he. I know 
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myvdf to be in danger of failing all at once. At 
my age one begins to be soluble of infirmitiea, and 
those of the body communicate with the mind. I 
repeat it to you, Gil Bias, as soon as you shall be 
of opinion that my head is not ao clear as usual, 
give me warning of it instantly. Do not be a&aid 
<tf ofiending by franlcneas and ainoerity : to put me 
in mind of my own frailty will be the strongest 
proof of your affection for me. Besides, your very 
interest is concerned in it, for if it should, by any 
^te of chance towards you, conte to my ears thai 
the people say in town, " His grace's sermons pro- 
dace no longer their accustomed impression ; it is 
time for him to abandon his pulpit to younger can- 
didates," I do assure you, most seriously and sol- 
ttnnly, yon will lose not only my friendship, but the 
provision fbr life that I have promised yon. Sui^ 
frill be . the result of your ully tampering with 
truth. 

Haet my patron left off to wait for my answer, 
which was an echo of bis speech, and a ptomise of 
obeying him in all things. From that moment there 
were no secrets from me ; I became the prime fa- 
vorite. All the household, except Melchior de la 
Bonda, looked at me with an eye of envy. It was 
onrious to observe the manner in which the wh<^ 
eetablishmcot, &om the hi^iest to the lowest, 
thong^t it neceesaiy to demean thanselves towards 
bis grace's confidential secretary ; there was no 
tneamiees to which they would not stoop to cuny 
&Tor with me ; I oould scarcely belueve th^ were 
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SfWnunb. I left no Btooe unturned to be of service 
to them, without being taken in by their interested 
assidnitiee. My lord archbishop, at vaj entreaty, 
took them by the hand. He got a company for one, 
and fitted him out so as to make a handsome figure 
in the army. Another he sent to Mexico, with s 
considerable i^pointment which he procured him; 
and I obtuned a good slice of his bounty for my 
friend Melohior. It was evident, from these fiusta, 
that if the prelate wae not particalarly active in good 
works, at least he rarely gave a churlish refiisal, 
when any one had the courage to importune him ftn- 
hie benevolence. 

Bnt what I did for a priest seems to deserve 
being noticed more at lai^. One day a oertaid 
licentiate, by name Lewis Gtarcias, a well-looking 
man still in the prime of life, was presented to me 
by our steward, who said, Signer Gil Bias, in this 
honest ecclesiastic you behold one of my beat friends. 
He was formerly ch^lain to a nunneiy. Scandal 
has taken a few liberties with his chastity. Mali- 
dons stories have been trumped np to hurt him in 
my lord archbishop's opinion, who has suspended 
him, and unfortonately is so strongly prejudiced by 
his en^nies, as to be deaf to anypetition in his &Tor. 
la vain have we interested the first people in Gren^ 
ada to get him reestablished ; our master will not 
liear of it. 

l^iese first people in Grenada, said I, have gone 
the wrong way to work. It would have been much 
better if no interest at - all had been made for the 
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rerereod licentiate. Teopie have only done him b 
mischief by endeavoring to serve him. I know my 
Iwd archbishop thoroog^y : entreaties and importu- 
nate reoommendations do but aggmvate the ill con- 
dition of a clergyman who lies under his displeasure : 
it is but a very short time ago since I heard him mut- 
ter the following sentiment to himself. The more 
persons a priest, who has been guil^ of any misoon- 
doct, engages to speak to me in his behalf, the more 
widely is the scandal of the church disseminated^ 
and the more severe is my treatment of the offender. 
That is very unluclg', replied the steward ; and my 
friend wotild be put to his last shifts if he did not 
write a good hand. But, hiq>pily, he has the pen of 
K ready scribe, and keeps his head above water by 
the exercise of that talent. Z was curious to see 
whether this boasted handwriting was so mnch be^ 
ter than my own. The licentiate, who had a specs- 
men in his pocket, showed me a sheet which I ad- 
mired very much : it had all the i^olari^ of a 
writing-master's copy. In looking over this model 
of penmanship, an idea occurred to me. I begged 
Garcias to leave this ftfer in my hands, saying that 
I mifi^ be able to do something with it which should 
torn out to his advantage ; that I could not explain 
myself at that moment, but would tdl him mi»e the 
next daf . The licentiate, to whmn the steward had 
evidently talked big about my c^)acity to serve him, 
withdrew in as good spirits as if he had already beat 
restored to his functioos. 

I was in earnest in my endeavor that he shonkl 
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be BO, and lost no time in setting to work. Hap- 
pening to be alone with the archbishop, I produoed 
the specimen. My patron was delighted with it. 
Seizbg on this favorable opportunity^, May it |dease 
your grace, said I, since you are determined not to 
put your homilies to the presa, I should rery much 
like them at least to be transcribed in this masterly 
Dianner. 

I am very well satisfied with your performance, 
answered the prelate ; but yet I own that it would be 
a pleasant thing enough to have a copy of my works 
in that hand. Your grace, rallied I, has only to 
aigniiy your wishes. The man who copies so well 
is a licentiato of my acquaintance. It will give him 
so much the more pleasure to gratiiy you, as it may 
be the means of interesting your goodness to extri- 
cate him irom the melancholy situation to which he 
has the mistbrtnne at present to be reduced. 

The prelate could not do otherwise than inquire 
the name of this licentiate. I told him it was Lewis 
Gardafl. He is in despair at having drawn down 
your censure upon him. That Garcias, interrupted 
he, if I am not mistaken, was chaplun in a convent 
of nuns, and has been brou^t into the ecclesiastical 
court as a delinquent. I recollect some very heavy 
charges which have been sent me against him. His 
morals are not the most exemplary. May it please 
your grace, interrupted I in my turn, it is not for me 
to justify him in all points ; but I know that he has 
enemies. He maintMOS that the authors of the in- 
formations you have received are more bent on doing 



Digmzefl by Google 



248 6'^ BLAS. 

twn> an ill effice than od viadioatiiif tfas puritr of 
reUgton. Tbatt very poanbly tdmj be tlie eaM, rqtUed 
the ordibishop ; there are a, great mai^ firdiniida in 
the world. Beeidea, thon^ we should take it for 
granted that hia conduct has not always been above 
mw^aon, he may have repented of hi* tina; in 
ahcot, the mercies of heaven are infinite, howeva 
heinous our transgressions. Bring that lioentiata 
befitre me ; I take off his stupensica. 

Thus it is that men of the most austere rhmtuMf 
descend &om their altitudes when interest or a 
ftvorite whim redocea them to the level of the frail. 
The an^bishop granted, without a strug^e, to the 
emp^ vanity of having his works well oopiedi what 
he had refused to the most respectable i^^lkatioiu. 
I carried the news witb all poanble expedilaon to the 
■tewird, vAo communicated it to hia friend Garaiaa. 
Ibat licentiate, on the following day, came to tetom 
me tbanka commensurate wilh the &vor obtained. 
I preaoited him to my master, who contented hinn 
self with giving him a slight reprimand, and put the 
homilies into his hand, to copy thaa out &ir. Gus 
caas performed the taak so sad^utorily, that he was 
reinstated in the core of sonls, and was afterwards 
preferred to the living of Gabia, a large market town 
in the nei^^iborhood of Grenada. 
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CHAPTER J7. 

TSM AMoatUBtr ta ArmcTBD with a araoxM or afo- 
fiBxr. BOW aa, mlh qxim ixto a oasiau, 4Jid bow 
at 0sn oer. 

WmLK I was thus rendering myself a blessing 
first to one and then to the other, Don Ferdinand de 
Le^rva was moVing hia arrangements for leaving 
Grenada. I called on that nobleman before his 
departure, to thank him once more for the advan- 
tageous posf he had procured me. My expressions 
of satis&ctaon wvn so lively, that be sud. My dear 
Gil Bias, I am delighted to find you in such good 
hunuR" with my nnde the archbishop. I am abso- 
lutely in tore with him, answered I. His goodness 
to me has been such as I can never sufficiently ac- 
knowledge. Less than my present happiness could 
never have made me amends for being at ao great a 
distance from Don Caesar and hia son. I am per- 
snaded, replied he, tiiat they are both of them equal- 
ly duigrined at having lost yon. But possibly you 
are not separated forever; fortune may some day 
bring you together again. I could not hear such an 
idea started without being moved by it. My sighs 
would find vent ; and I felt at that moment so strong 
an afiection for Don Alphonso, that I could willingly 
have turned my back on the archbishop and all the 
fine prospects that were opening to me, and have 
gone back to the castle of Le|yva, had but a mortifi- 
cation taken place in the back of the scarecrow idticb 
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had frightened me away. Don Ferdinand waa not 
inseoBible to the emotions tliat agitated me, and tdt 
himself bo much obliged hj them, that he took hie 
leave with the assurance of the whole &mily always 
taking an anziona interest in my &te. 

Two months after this worthy gentleman had left 
us, in the luxuriant harvest of my highest &.T0r, a 
lowering storm came suddenly over the episcopal 
palace; the archbishop had a stroke of f^plezy. 
By dint of immediate applications and good nursing, 
in a few days there was no bodily appearance of dis- 
ease remaining. But his reverend intellects did not so 
easily recover &om their lethargy. I could not help 
observing it to myself in the very first disoourse that 
he composed. Yet there was not each a wide g^ 
between the merits of the present and the former 
ones as to warrant the inference that the sun of ota- 
toiy was many d^;ree8 advanced in its post-meridian 
course. A second homily waa worth waiting for, 
because that would clearly determine the line o( my 
conduct. Alas, and well-a-day I when that second 
homily came, it was a knock-down argument. Some- 
times the good prelate moved forward, and sometimes 
he moved backwards ; sometimes he mounted up into 
the garret, and sometimes dipped down into the cel- 
lar. It waa a composition of more sound than mean- 
ing, something like a superannuated schoolmaster's 
theme, when be attempts to give his boys more sense 
than he possesses of his own, or like a capuchin's 
sermon, which only scatters a few artificial flowras 
of paltry rhetoric over a barren desert of doctrine. . 
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I was not the only person whom the alteration 
struck. Hie audience at large, when he delivered 
it, as if they too had been pledged to watch the ad- 
Tanoes of dotage, said to one another in a whisper 
all round the church, Here is a sennon with symp- 
toms of apoplexy in ereiy paragn^h. Come, my 
good Coryphsue of the public taste in homilies, said 
I then to myself, prepare to do your office. Yoa 
•ee that my lord ardiblafaop is going very fast — yon 
OQ^t to warn him of it, not only as his bosom friend, 
on whose sincerity he relies, but lest some blunt fel- 
low should anticipate you, and bolt out the troth in 
an offensive manner, is that case you know the coo- 
sequence; you wouldbe struck out of his win, where, 
no doubt, you have a more convertible bequest than 
the licentiate Sedillo's library. 

But as reason, like Janus, looks at things with 
two feces, I b^an to consider the other side of the 
question ; the hint seemed difficult to wrap up so as 
to make it palatable. Authors in general ore stark 
mad on the subject of their own works, and snch an 
author mi^ be more testy than the common herd 
of the irritable race ; but that suspicion seemed illib- 
eral on my port, for it was impossible that my free- 
dom should be taken amiss when it had been fbrced 
upon me by eo poeitlTe an injunction. Add to this, 
that I reckoned upon handling the subject skillnlly, 
and cramming discretion down his throat like a hi^- 
seasoned epicurean dish. AAer all my pro and con, 
finding Uiat I risked more by keeping silence than by 
breaking it, I determined to venture on the delicate 
duty of speaking my mind. 
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Now there was but one difficulty ; a difficulty in- 
deed I how to open the buBineaa. Luckily the orator 
himself extricated me from that embarrasnnent, by 
askiii^ what they said of him in the world at largflf 
and whether people were tolerably well pleased with 
his last discourse. I answered that there could b« 
but one opinion about his homilies ; bat that it should 
seem as if the last had not quite struck home to the 
hearts of the audience, like those which had gone 
before. Do you really mean what yon say, my 
Mend? replied be, with a sort of wriggling surprise. 
Then my ccotgregation are more in the temper of 
AristaichuB than of Longinus I No, may it please 
yoQT grace, rejoined I, quite the contrary. Fe^ 
formances of that order are above the reach of vul- 
gar criticism : there is not a soul but expects to be 
saved by their influence. Nevertheless, since you 
have made it my duty to be sincere and unreserved, 
I shall take the liberty of just stating that your last 
discourse is not written with quite the overpowering 
eloquence and conclusive argument of your former 
ones. Does not your grace feel just as I do on the 
subject? 

This ignorant and stnpid frankness of mine oonf 
pletely blanched my master's cheek ; but he forced a 
frednl smile, and said. Then, good Master Gil Bias, 
that piece does not exactly hit your ftncy ? I did 
not mean to say that, your grace, interrupted I, 
looking very foolish. It is very &r superior to what 
any <Hie else could produce, though a litUe below par 
wUb respect to your own works in general. I know 
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wbat yon mean, replied he. Yoa thinlc I am going 
down hill, do not you ? Oat vith it at ooce. It ii 
your opinion that it ia time fin: me to think of rettT' 
ing? I should never hare had the pnaumptioii, 
said I, to deliver tnyaelf with ao little leaerve, if it 
had not been jaar grace's express conunand. I act 
in entire obedience to yonr gnoe'B orders ; and I 
most obaeqnioasly implore your grace not to take 
ofienoe at my boldness. I were unfit to Eve in % 
Qnisdan land, interrupted he, vrith stammering im- 
patience, — I were onfittoiir&in a Christian land if 
I liked you the leas ibr such a Christian virtue as 
ainoerity. A man who does not love sincerity sets 
bis &oe against the distinguishing mark between a 
fiiend and a SatUstsr. I should have given you in- 
finite credit- fiir. q>eaking.what yon thoufj^t, if yoa 
had thought any thing that deaerved to be spoken. 
I have been finely taken in by your outside show of 
devemess, without any solid finmdation of sober 
judgment! 

Thou^ completely unhorsed, and at the enemy's 
mercy, I wanted to make terms of decent capitnla- 
tioa, and to go unmolested into winter qnartors ; but 
let those who think to appease an exasperated author, 
and espedaJUy an au^or whose ear has been long 
attuned to the muoo of his own praises, take warn- 
ing by my fide. Let us talk no more on the sub- 
ject, my very young friend, said he. You are as 
yet scarcely in the rudimenta of good taste, and 
utterly incompetent to distLnguish between gold and 
tinsel. You ore yet to lorn that I never in all my 
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life composed a finer homily than that un&rtunate 
one whidi had not the honor of your approbation. 
The immortal part of me, by the blessing of heaven 
on me and my congregation, is leas weighed down 
by hnmaii infirmity than when the flesh was stronger. 
We all grow wiser as we grow older, and I shall in 
futme select the people about me with UK>re caution ; 
nor submit tJie castigation of my works bat to a much 
abler critic than yourself. Gret about your business ! 
pursued he, giving me an angiy shove by the shoul- 
ders out of his closet ; go and tell my treasurer to 
pay you a hundred ducats, and take my priesdy 
blessing in addition to that sum. God speed you, 
good Master CKl Bias I I heartily pray ^lat you may 
do well in the world I There is nothing to stand in 
your way but the want of a little better taste. 



csAPTEs r. 

TBE OOVRMS WBICB OIL BLAB TOOK ATTEB TOt A 

BAD aivES uiM Bia DisifiaaiL. eu ACCinEirrAL hbet- 

aa WITH TEE LICENTIATE WHO WAB BO BEEPLT a BIB 
BEET, ABB A PICTURE Of OBATITBBB IB TBE PBBBOB OB 
A FABBOB. 

I HADE the best of my way out of the cloeet, curs- 
ing (he caprice, or more properly the dotage, of the 
archbislu^, and more in dudgeon at his absardity, 
than cast down at the loss of lus good graces. For 
some time it was a moot point whether I should go 
and lay chum to my hundred ducats ; ' but after hav- 
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tsg weighed the matter dispaasionatelyi I w&a not 
mob s fool M to quarrel with mj bread and butter. 
Then was no reason why that money, Mrlj eamed, 
should deprive me of mj natural right to make a 
jote of thU ridiculous prelate ; in which good deed 
I pnnnteed mywdf not to be wanting, aa often aa 
himaelf or his homilie« were brought upon the carpet 
in my hearing, 

I went therefore and asked the treasurer for a 
hundred dncats, without telling a word about the 
literary varfore between his master and me. After^ 
wards I called on Melohior de la Bonda, to take a 
long leave of him. fite was too much my friend not 
to symjMtbize with my misfortune. While I was 
telling my story, vexation was strongly imprinted on 
his countenance. In spite of all his respect for the 
archbishop, he could not help blaming him; but, 
when in the fover of my resentment Z threatened to 
be a match for the prelate, and to entertain the whole 
oi^ at his expense, the prudent Melchior gave me a 
•alutary caation : Take my advice, mj dear Gil Bias, 
and rathra pocket the affront. Men of a lower sphere 
in lift should always be ct^ in hand to people of 
quality, whatever may be tbdr grounds of complaint. 
It must be admitted there are some very ooarse spein- 
mens of greatness, which in themsdves are scarcely 
deserving of the least respect or attention ; but even 
such animals have their weapons of annoyance, and 
it is best to keep out of their way. 

I thanked the old valet-de-chambre for the good 
- counsel he had given me, and promised to be guided 
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by it. Floaaed' with my defereaoe to hia (^iilii(m,.lw 
said to me, If you go to Madrid, be qoiie yoa call 
opoQ my nephew, Joaeph NaTarro.. He. is ftctotuqi 
in the fiuoily of Signor Don Balthazar de Zimigna, 
and I can ventDie. tp recommend him as a lad in 
ercry respect worthy- of your friendeh^. He u jiut 
aa oatore made him, with all the vivacity of youth, 
courteooB in hia manners, and forward to oU^j I 
Qonld wish you to get acquainted with him. I an- 
swered that I would not &il to go and see this Joe^ 
Navarro as soon as I should get to Madrid, whillier I 
meant to return in due time. Then. did I turn my 
back on the e^acopal pahMse, never to grace it with 
my presenoe again. If I had k(^ my horse, I 
gliould periiaps have set put fi>r Tt^edo immediat^y ; 
but I had sold it during the period of my adminih 
4«tion, supposing that I was in office for life, and 
should not heuoefbrwaid be igaigratOfy. My final 
resolution was to hire a ready-fiirmahed lodging, as 
J had made up my mind to stay another month la 
Grenada, and then to pay the Count de Polan % 
visit. 

As dinner^honr was drawing nigh, I asked my 
landlady if then was any eating4touse ia the neigh- 
borhood. She answered that there was a very good 
one within a few yuds of her house, where the ac- 
commodations were excellent, and the company select 
and numerous.. I made her show me where it was, 
and went thither sharp set. I was shown into % 
large room, resembling the hall of a numa^eiy in 
^voy thing but good cheer. Hwre were ten or % 
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down men sttting at a liMig table, with a clodi spread 
over it that fretted in. its own grease ; bat the^, with 
ttnonended nottxils, were engaged hi general conver- 
sation, though the^ dined individually, eadi having a 
miserable scrap for his portion. The people of the 
house brou^t me my allowance, wfaii^ at another 
time would have turned my stomach, aod have mads 
me sigh after the luzniiea of the table I had just 
lost. But at this mtnnent I was so indignant against 
the archbisht^, that the homely &re of a pahiy eat- 
ing-house seemed more palatable than the daintiea 
of his sumptuous board. It was a burning shame 
to see Bodi a waste of provisions served up in soups 
and sauces to pamper the appetite. Arguing like a 
deep examiner in the economy of tlw human frame, 
and reasoning medically as well as philost^ihtcKlfy 
on the disfooportion between the simple wants of 
nature and the complexity of hixurious indulgence, 
Cursed be they, said I, who invented those pemidous 
dinners and suppers, where one must rat on the ten- 
terhooks of self-denial, for lear of overloading the 
storehouse and shop of llie whole body I JUan wants 
but little here below ; and provided he can but keep 
body and soul together, the less he eats, the better. 
Thus did I, in my surly vein, give utterance to wise 
sawa ; which, however just in theory, had hidierto 
been little recommended by my practice. 

While I was despatching my commons, without 
any danger of a surfeit from repletion, the licentiate 
Lewis Oacdas, who had got the living of Qabia in 
tlw TMniifT aboTB mentionKl, came into the room. 
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The moment he recognized me, be lan into my aimi 
with all tits cordiality of fiiendehip, or rather with 
the eztmvagatit joy of a lover after a long exile &om 
his miBtresa. He folded me repeatedly within his 
aincere embrace, and I was compelled to stand iba 
brunt of a long-winded compliment on the unparal- 
leled dieintereBtedneBB of my conduct towardi bln^ 
Gratitnde ia a fine virtue ; and yet it is wearisome 
when carried beyond dne bounds. Sa took his seat 
next me, saying, Well I a parson must not swear ; 
dwo^, by the mass, my dear patron, since my good 
fortune has thrown me in your way, we will not part 
without a jovial glass. But as there is no good wine 
ia this sbabl^ inn, I will take you, if you please, 
after our nkake-shift dinner, to a place where I will 
treat you witli a couple of bottles, rich, genuine, and 
old, in comparison of which the Falemian of Horace 
was all a &rce. Hie church will give ua absolution, 
in the catue of gratitude I If I could but get you for 
a few daya down at my parsonage of Ciabia 1 Me- 
cenas was never more welcome to the poef s Sabine 
farm, than the audior of all my ease and comfort to 
the choicest produce of a glebe whic^ is mine only 
by your benevolence. 

Wbile he was holding this hij^flown language, 
his little slice of dinn^ was set before him. He fell 
to without llie fear of indigestion before his eyes, 
still bei^tening the luxury of the repast, at intervals, 
by fine speeches addressed to me in the most ftdsome 
style of fiattery. I took the opportunity, when his 
mouth was filled with something more substantial, to 
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edge in a word or two amidst the torrent ; and aa he 
had not ibrgotten to ask after his friend the steward, 
I made no bones about acknowledging that I was no 
longer a hanger-on of the church. I even vent so 
&r as to particularize the most trivial circumstances 
attending my resignation, to all of which he listened 
with an attentive ear. AAer all his fine professions, 
who woold not have expected to see him moved even 
to tears with the throes of resentful gratitude, to hear 
biTn thunder bulls and interdicts against the superan- 
nuated archbishop ? The devil a bit [ he did neither 
the one thing nor the other. But his countenance 
fell, and his whole air was that of an absent man ; 
the iGot of his dinner was bolted down without the 
garnish of intermediate talk about libecenaa ; as soon 
as he had done, he hurried from table without mindi 
ing grace or gratitude, wished me good day with a 
cold and distant air, and got off as &st as possible. 
The unfeeling scoundrel, perceiving that I was no 
longer in a situation for him to pump anything out 
of me, would not even take the trouble to draw a 
decent veil over bis dirty principles. Bat such a 
blackguard could excite no other sensation than con-> 
t^Dpt and laughter. Looldng at him with derision, 
the fittest chastisement for fellows like these, I called 
after him, loud enough to be heard by the whole 
room. Stop there, you nun's priest I Go and put 
those two bottles in ice against Mecenas comes to 
the Sabine fium t Be sm^ they are rich, genuine, 
and old, ca (hey will be a &rce to FalemiaD. 
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No aooner had G(«maa rid the room of fak pras- 
ance, than two goitlemeD came in, extretoely mil 
dressed, and took their seats ckse by me. Thsj 
began talking about the players of the Grenada 
company, and about a new piece which jnst then had 
a great run. According to their account, it was 
quite the town talk. Kothing would do for me but 
to go and see it that very day. I had never been -a^ 
tbe play since n^ reeidenoe at Qrenada. Ab I had 
lived oeaHy the wiiole time in the archbishop's 
palace, where oil eudi pro&ne shows were con- 
deomed as uncsoonical, I had i>eencutoff&ome?e!ry 
recreation of that sort. All my knowledge of men 
tad mannen was drawn from homilies ! 

I repaired, therefore, to the theatre at the ^>- 
pointed boor, and found a very lull house. All 
around me, discoBsionB were going on dbout the 
j«ece before the curtain drew up ; and there was not 
a soul in the numerous assembly but had some r»- 
mark.to make upon it. One liked it, another could 
not bear it. Do not you think the dialogue is pn^ 
tjeulariy luq>py? said a candid critic on my right. 
Was there ever such miserable stuffi cried a snarling 
critic on my left. Li good truth, if bad aotbwa 
abound* it matt be admitted that the public an at 
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VaiuBoe aboot what is good and what U bad : but 
the bad jodges have a right to be pleased ibr dkdr 
money ; and as they fiu- ontmunber the good oam, 
their &Torite writers can never want employment. 
When one <mly considers through idiat an ordeal 
dramatio poets have to pass, it is a matter of wonder 
that any should be finmd hardy enoagh at once to 
contend against the ignorance of the multitude, and 
the random shot of those idf-created guides in mat- 
ters of taste, who always pretend to lead the blind- 
ness of the public judgment, and too &eqaently push 
it into the mire of absurdity. 

At length the buffoon of the |nece came fi>rwaid 
hy way of prQl(^;ne. As soon as hia grotesque 
coontenanoe was visible, there was a general dapping 
of hands; a snre indicadonof his beingoneofthoae 
spoiled aotors who are allowed to talce any libertiw 
witii the pit, and to be applauded through thick and 
thin. In iact, thia player nei^r opened hia lips, 
nor moved a mnsde, without exciting the most-e>> 
.travagant raptures.- He would have performed bet- 
ter had he been less oonacioua what a &vorite be 
was. But be presmned on that circumstance most 
abominably. I observed that be sometimes fo^jot 
vriiat was set down for him, and took the license of 
adding to his part out of his own free &noy ; a oom- 
mott canae of complaint against low comedians, 
whicli, though it make the unskiliul laugh, caonot 
but make the jodidoua grieve. Would the audience 
but receive such mirth with hisses, instead of dying 
loavo, they might restrain the absurd practice, and 
purge the stage &om barbariam. 
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Some of the other performers were greeted with 
^e usual tokens ou their entrance, and particoLui^ 
an actress who played the chambermaid. There was 
eomething about her which more than usually at- 
tracted my attention ; and language must sink under 
the labor of expressing my astonishment at tracing 
the features of I^nra, that &ir, that chaste, that 
ine:qn«aBible she, whom I supposed to be atill at 
Madrid, warbling in one key, with hands, sides, 
Toioe, and mind incorporate with Arsenia. But 
there could be no doubt of her identity. The kick 
in her gallop, the leer in her eye, and the tripping 
pettoess of her tongue, all conspired in evidence that 
there ooukt be no mistake. Yet, as if I had refused 
belief to the affidavit of my own eyes and ears, I 
asked her name of a gentlranan who was sitting 
beride me. What the deuce I Why, where do yea 
come from? said he. You must nnqueetionably he 
ft new importatum, not to have seen or heard of the 
divine £8tella. 

The likeness was too perfect {ot me to be mistakn. 
It WHS easy to comprehend why Laura, diaaging her 
sphere of action, changed her name also ; wher^re, 
from curiosity to know how matters stood with her, 
since the public always pry into the most private 
concerns of theatrical persons, I inquired of the same 
man whether thin Estella had any particalar ■ffitn- 
of gallantry on her hands. He informed me that 
fOK the last two months ihere had been a great 
Portuguese nobleman at Grenada, — Ids name was the 
Marquis de Maiialva, — who had laid out a great deal 
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of money upon her. He might have told me morO) 
if I had not been afraid of becoming troublesome 
with mj qnestionB, I was better employed in mus- 
ing on the information this good gentleman had 
given me than in attending to the play ; and if any 
one had aaked me what it waa all about, when the 
piece waa over, I should have been puzzled for aa 
answer. I could do nothing but decline Laura and 
Estdla throng all cases and numbers, till at length 
I boldly mode up my mind to call at her house the 
next day. Not but there was some risk as to 
the reception. she miglit give me : it might be sue- 
pected, without excess of modesty, that my appear- 
ance would give her no great pleasure in the high 
tide of her afiaira ; nor was it at oU improbable that 
so good an actress, to revenge herself on a man with 
whom certainly she had an aocoont to settle, mi^ 
look strange, and swear she had aevex seen his &ce 
before. Yet did none of these apprehensions deter 
me from my venture. After a li^it supper, — for oil 
the meals at my eating-house were regulated on 
principles of economy and temperance, — I withdrew 
to my chamber with an anxious longing tot the next 
day. 

ily sleep waa short and intermpted, so tliat I got 
up by daybreak. But as it was to be recollected 
that a mistress in hi^ keep was not likely to be 
visible early in the morning, I passed three or four 
hours in dressing, shaving, powdering, and per- 
fuming. It was my business to present myself 
before her in a trim not to put her to the Uuih lit 
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acknowladgfa^ nqr acqiuintuice. I Mllied StxA. 
■boot tBQ o'dook, wad knodud at her door, after 
Itfmiig inquired ber •ddrm st the tbeatre. She 
WM living on the first floor of a large and elegant 
hooee. I told a ohambenudd, who opened the door 
to me, that a young man wanted to apeak with ber 
lady. Ibe chambennaid went in to give mj mea- 
aage, when all at onoe I beard ber mistreaa call out, 
not in the best-tempered tone in the worid, "Who ia 
AepHmg man? What does he vnmt? Show him 
ap etain. 

Tliie waa a bint to me that my time waa ill chosen ; 
tliat probably her Portngueae lover was at her 
toilet, and that she spoke so loud with the laudaUe 
design of ccmvindng him that she waA not a sort of 
girl to allow of any impertinent intruders. This 
ooqjectore of mine turned out to be the &ct ; tb» 
Marquis de Marialra lounged away almost every 
morning with her ; I hod made up my mind to be 
kicked down staira by way of welonne ; but that ad- 
mirable actress, never fixrgclluig ber cue, ran for- 
ward with open arms at die si^ of me, exclaiming, 
Ah ] my dear brother, is it yon diat I behold ? On 
the strength of so near a kindred, she was no ni^ 
gard of her embraces, bat recollected benelf so &r 
as to say, turning round to the Portugueee, My lord, 
you must excuse me if nature will put in her claim, 
>nd ti«och upon good breeding. After three yeaia 
of absence, I cannot see a brother onoe again, wbcnn 
X love so teoderly, without expressug ny fedings m 
til «h^ warmth. Gonw I my dear Gil BUa, «»»- 
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ibsbed efafl, addrassing me a&e^, tell me some news 
sf dn fimtity : id whst circumBtaAc«B did you leave it ? 
TbiB wMmmcal scene diaooncttixd me at first, but 
I was not long in seeing diron^ Laura's iotention, 
and playing op to hw with a spirit scarcely less than 
her own, auBWered, according to the plot, Heaven be 
pndsed, sbter, all our good folks are in perfect 
beaHh, add well in the world. I make no doubt, 
reeuned she, bot you most be very much soTprieed 
to find me on acta«S8 in Grenada ; bat hear me first, 
isd bbane me afterwards. It is three years, as you 
may recollect, since my fatlier thought to have 
eetahS^uA me advantageously hi marriage with Don 
Antonio Codlo, an officer ia die service, who took 
ttfl ftom the Astnrias to Madrid, his Uitdve place. 
Six mondis after our arrivHl, be got into an afllkir of 
bcmor in conseqnenee of his violent temper. Some 
flttentionB incautiously paid to me w«re the cause of 
the af&fty, and his antagoniHt was killed. This 
gentlranan was of a family high in rank and interest. 
My husband, who, though well bom, had very few 
eonnections, made his esoi^ into Catalonia with 
every thing he could get t^^ether in jewels and 
ready money. He emb«ked at Barcelona, went 
over into Itaty, enhsted in the Venetian service, and 
finally lost his liie in die Morea, fitting against the 
Turks. In die mean time, a landed estate which 
oonstitated our whole revenue was cOMIbcated, ami 
I was left a widow with very little for my support. 
WhBit was to be done in so pressing an emergency ? 
'SbaiK was socking left to pi^ my tfardliAg '«£• 
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penaea back into the AEturiu. And then what- 
afaould I have done there 7 I should hare got noth- 
ing from my fimiily but a long string of condolences, 
whicli would have ihmiBhed me neither vith food 
nor with raintoit. On the other hand, I had been 
too well brought up to &11 into those courses, into 
whi(di too many poor young women are betrayed for 
the sake of a aoandalous subaistence. Hiere waa 
but one thing remaining for me to determine oik. I 
turned actress to preserve my morals. 

So tingling a sense of ridicule came over me 
when Ijaura wound up her romance with this pious 
motive for turning actress, that I could scarcely re- 
frain from relieving myself by a fit of lau^ter. Bnt 
gravity was of too much oonsequenoe to be dispensed 
with, and I sud to her with an air the counterpart 
of her own, My dear sister, I entirely approve of 
your conduct, and am heartily glad to meet williyoa 
at Grenada, and moreover settled on so respectaUa 
a footing. 

The Marquis de Marialva, who hod not lost a 
word of all these fine speeches, swallowed down 
blindfold whatever Don Antonio's widow thoo^ fit 
to drench his credulity with. He took part in dw 
oonversadon too, and asked me whether I had any 
fixed em[doyment in Grenada or elsewhere. I paused 
for a moment to oonsider whether and after what 
manner I should lie ; but as there seemed no need 
in this case to draw on my invention, I told the 
truth by way of variety. In a plain, matter>of-fiwt 
manner did I rdieane my introducticok to the aidi- 
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biafaop's pftlaoe, and my diflclui^ therefrom, to ths 
'infinite amuaement of his Portuguese lordship. To 
hb sure, in telling the truth, I did not keep my word, 
£>r I could not help launching oot a little at the 
anthbishop's vspeaea, in spite of my solemn promise 
given to Melchior. Bat the beet of the joke was, 
that Laura, taking my story for a fiction inv^ited 
after her example, burst out into peals of laugbta: ; 
whereas the whimsicality tiS tbe drcumstance would 
have raised a soberer mirth, had she known it to 
have been alloyed with the base ingredioit of 
veracity. 

After having come to the end of my tale, which 
dosed with just mentioning the lodging I had taken, 
dinner was announced. I instantly motioned to 
withdraw, as if intendii^ to take that trngal meal at 
b<»ne ; but Laura would not hear of it. Do yon 
mean to a&(mt me, brother? said she. You most 
dine here. Indeed I cannot think of your staying 
any longer at a paltry inn. You must positively 
board and lodge in my bouse. Send your trunks 
hither this very evening ; there is a spare bed fw 
you. 

His Portuguese lord^p, possibly not altogether 
relifihing this excess of ho^itality even to a brother, 
then interfered between us, and said to Laura, N^o, 
£atella, you have not sufficient accommodation to 
give him a bed without inconvenience. Your brother 
seems to be a clever young fellow, and the circum- 
stance of luB being so nearly related to you gives 
}anx a strong dum on my kindness. He shall be 
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put «t onM-i^on my ortafaliBhmeBt. I a^ iqwaat 
of ft Becntftiy, ftnd shftU daliriit in civing hi™ dM 
wpointmcnt ; ha ohall be 1117 risbt-haiid nsuk 
Let htm be sure to coioa and sleep at m^ bouse tlus 
veiy ni^it ; I will order ». room to ba got ready fiir 
him. I will fix hit regular aalaiy at fmir humked 
(bleats ; and if, on better acquaintanee, I have rear- 
son, aa I tnuti shall, to be satiflfied with him, I will 
place him in a situadt^i to laugh at the conseqneBcas 
of having been a little too plain-spokm with his 
patron the archbishop. 

My acknowledgmentB to the marquis for this hi{^ 
honor were followed by those of Laura, who &r ex- 
ceeded me in powers of paoegyric. Let us dn^ tlie 
sulgect, interrupted he ; it is a settled point. Setdad 
as it wa8, he oonfirmad the contract on the 1^ of 
his gteen-room Dulcinea, and went Ins way. Sba 
immediately pulled me by the arm into a closet, 
where, secure from iiiterro|ition, she oried out. Cot 
my laces I I shall burst if I do not give way at oooe 
to the fit of laughter that is eoming over me. And 
80 she probably would ; for she threw herself into aa 
arm-chair, and holding both her sides, shouted out 
her ooDVulsive peal of mifth like a mad wonum. It 
was impossibte for me to rrfrain frnn following her 
example. When we bad exhausted our risible pn> 
pensities, Own, Gil Bias, said she, that we have just 
been acting a very humorous faitce. But I did nof 
look for the concluding seeae. My deIj thoa|^ 
was to secuT» youboard and ladgiag under sgrMiv 
l»of ; and there- wm-bs qther. possibili^of rrH~-g 
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dMfr(q>odtiDn.m a modwt imy b»t by pauing yew 
flff ibr my brother. But I tm heartily glad that ths 
diapterof aooidenta hu opoaed wUh ao goodaherth 
ibr you. The Marquis de Marialva is a noblemaa 
of liberal and honorable eentimeiits, who will be bet- 
ter than his word in what he does for you. But 
confess now I There is scarcely a woman in exist- 
ence except myself, would have ^ven so coming-on 
a reception to a fellow who shirks his &ienda without 
saying with your leave or by your leave. I, how- 
liver, am one of those simple-hearted girls, who are 
gUd to reoeive back again the base man they have 
once loved, though he should have offended and 
rqwnted aeven, or even, seven thousand times. 

The best way for me was to acknowledge tita 
estrema ill-bi«eding of which I had been guilty, 
to blush and b^ pardon once for all. AAer this 
e:q>l«nation, she led the way to a verj haodsoma 
diaing4oom. We placed ourselves at table, whersi 
having a chambermaid and a Sxi^j for ey»rwit- 
nesaes, we kept within the bounds of brother and 
Bister. When we had done dinner, we went back 
i^ain into the same doaet where we had ben con- 
versing before. Having our time to oniselves, my 
paragon of a Ijauia, giving hoadf Mp to har natural 
kveof merriment, and to her no less natural curiosity, 
leqoiied from me a foithfol and true narrative of all 
my pros and cma, my ins and outa, siooe that un- 
manneriy scpazatiQn of ours. I gave her a full and 
paiticnlar account t nothing extennatuig OQ my own 
hslwlf, aar astting down aught in RtalJM oa.tfatotibflr 
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idde. When I had qofloched hor thint after a atorj, 
■be ok^d minfl, by MHDmuiiicating the perticulan 
of her erentfiil life to the fijllowing e&cL 



CSAFTEB nt 

luwAA'B aroKT, 

I BHALL jiwt run over to you, m briefly as poari- 
bte, the circumstaiioea which led me to embrace the 
Aeatrical professioB. 

After yoa took French leave, bo mncb to your 
credit, great erents biq>pened. My mifltreu AieenJa, 
more surfeited with a ^ut of pleamrea than scan- 
dalized at llieir immorally, renounced the stage, and 
took me wiUi her to a fine estate which she had jiut 
pnrohased in the nei^borhood of Zenota witli tiie 
wages of her sinfid life. We soon got aoquainted 
in the town. Oor visits there were vary frequent, 
and sometimes for a day or two t(^;ether. Wilh 
the exception of these little excwvione, we were as 
dosdydtnnesticated as probatumersin aniumery,aQd 
almost as piously employed. 

On one of our hi^ days and holidays, Don Felix 
Maldonado, the coiregidor's only son, saw me by 
chance, and took a liking to me. He soon found 
aa opptntuni^ of speaking with me in private ; and, 
as it is in vain to affect modesty before one who 
knows me so well, there was some little oontrivanoa - 
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of my own to bring the interview about. Hie Tonng 
gflntlenum wu not tventy years of age ; the very 
|>ictiire of Venue's sweetheart, orVenua'a sweetheart 
die veiy picture of him, with a form for a sculptor 
to woric from ; with an address so elegant, and with 
sentiments bo generous, as to throw even his personal 
graces into the backgroond. There was such a 
trinoing way with him, so pressing an earnestness 
to prevail, when he took a large diamond from his 
own finger, and slid it upon mine, that it would have 
been qnito brotal not to have let it stay there, li 
was really something like sentiment that I b^an to 
entertain towards a swain of so interesting a char- 
acter. But what an absurd thing it is for wenches 
of a certiun sort to hook themselves upon young men 
of fiunily, when thdr surly &thers hold official situa- 
lione I The corr^idor, who had scarcely his equal 
in the whole tribe of corregidors, got wind of our 
correspond^HM, and determined to close it in a sum- 
maty manner. He sent a host of alguazila to take 
me into cnsto^, who dragged me away, in spite of 
my cries and tears, to die house of correction for 
female penitents. 

There, without bill of indictment or form of trial, 
tlie lady abbess ordered me to be stripped of my ring 
and my clothes, and to be dressed in the habit of the 
institution, — a long gown of gray serge tied about 
die middle with a str^ of black leather, whence 
depended a losary widi large beads swinging down 
to my heels. After this pleasant reception, they 
took me into a ball, iriiere there was an old monk^ 
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prmching up repentaoot uid neignadon* "pnlty 
mndi in the mdu stnun m Dune Leoniu^, wlwa 
•he exhorted jou to patience in the enbtemseoiH 
cavem. He t(^ me that I was e»ie8Bivel3r obliged 
indeed to thoM good people wbo had ao JdndJ^ shot 
me up, aod could never thank them sufficaentljr fi^ 
their good deed in rescuing me from the haipjr 
taloa» of the world, the flesh, and the devil. But I 
muft frsokly own that all my other eina were pr e aae d 
down and heaped high with . ingradtode : fiir fims 
orerflowing with the milk of human kindneaa to* 
wards those who had confiarBed such a frvor ufum 
me, I abused them in terms that would have put any 
diotionaiy to the blush. 

£i^ days thus passed in this wilderness of deso^ 
lalion; but ontheninth—pfor I had notched the hours 
and even the minutes on a stick — mj fate seemed 
fa^linning to take another turn. QxMsing a littls 
oonrt, I met the house steward, a persoiMge.wboM 
will was absolide t yes, the lady id>bess herself was 
obedient to his will. He rendered an aoooou^ of his 
stewardship to none but the corregidor, oa whom 
alone he was depimdflnt, and whose confidence in 
him was unbounded. HiB name was Pedro Zendono* 
and the town of Salsedon in Biscay laid claim to the 
honor of his birth, figure to yourself a tall man, 
with the oomplezion of a mummy and the bare 
anatomy of a dealer in mortafioation ; be might have 
lat for the penitsnt thief in a piotore of the oruci- 
flsien. Haseaicely ever east a tuataX gUace to- 
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w»da OS HagdsleiiB. You nerer awir wch a fiuse 
efrank h^pocris;^ in all your life, though you have 
apent eome part of it under the ume roof with tha 
archUeliop, and are not unacquainted with the clergy 
of bis diocese. 

But to return frsm this digression ; . . , I met 
this Kgnor Zendono, who said to me slyly as bo 
passed, Take oomfOTt, my girl ; I am sensibly 
atkcted with your wretched case. He said no more, 
and went on his way, leaving me to make my own 
comments on so concise and general a text. As he 
looked like a good man, and there was no positive 
evidence to set against his looks, I was simpleton 
enough to f^cy that he hod taken the trouble of 
inquiring why I was shut up, and meant, not find- 
ing me so atrocious a cul^nit as to deserve such 
Bfaameful insults, to take my part with die corregid(». 
But I was not up to the tricks of the Biscayan ; he 
had & much longer head. He was turning over in 
his mind the sdieme of an elopement, and made the 
prt^MMal to me in profoimd privacy some days after- 
wards. My dear Laura, said he, your sufferings 
have taken such deep possession of my mind that I 
have determined to end them. I am perfectly aware 
that my own ruin ia involved in the measure, but 
needs must when the tender passion drives. To-morw 
row morning do I intend to take you out of prison, 
and conduct you in person to Madrid. No sacrifice is 
too great for the pleasure of bdng your deliverer. 

I was very near Anting with surprise and j<^ kt 
this pnmiise of Zendone, who, eendnding from o^ 
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acknoirledgmentB ^ut my Tcry life depended <m mj 
nacue, had the eSroutesry to carry me off next da.j 
in the face of the whole town, by the following de- 
vice : He told the lady abbess that he had orders 
to take me before the com^or, who was at his 
oountiybox ft few miles off; and, without betraying 
himself by a single change of countenance, pacbd 
me off with him for my oompanios, in a post-chaise 
drawn by two good mules, which he had boug^ for 
the occasion. Our only attendant was the driver, a 
serrant of his own, and entirely devoted to the stew- 
ard by stronger ties than those of gradtude. We 
began bowling away, not in the direction of Madrid, 
as I had taken for granted, but towards the frontiers 
t£ Portugal, whither we got in leea time than it took 
the corregidor of Zamora to receive the dflposition of 
our flight, and uncouple his pack or set them bark- 
ing at our heels. 

. Before we entered Braganza, the Kscayan made 
me put on man's clothes, with which he bad taken 
the precautbn of providing himself. Beckoning on 
me aa being ^rly launched in the same boat with 
him, he said to me in the inn where we put up, 
Lovely Laura, do not take it unkindly of me to have 
Iwoagbt you into Portugal. The oorregidor of Za- 
mora will make our own oountry too hot to hold us, 
for in his eyes we are two criminals, under the weight 
of iriiose enormities it is not for Spain to groan. 
Bat we may set bis malice at defiance in this distant 
realm, though at the preseidi conjuncture under the 
'dominion of the Spanidi monardiy. At least we 
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dull stuid a better chance for Bsfetf here than at 
home. League your fortunes with those of a man 
who woold follow you in prosperity or in adversity 
through the world. Let us fix our resideBce at 
Coimbra. There I will get enq>loyed as a spy for 
the Inqniution ; onder the cover of that formidable 
tribunal — a refreshing shade for na, but Cimmerian 
darkness to its victims — our days will ^de smoothly 
on in ea«e and pleasure, and we shall fotten on the 
spoil of religious delinquency. 

A proposal so much to the point gave me to uo- 
derstaod that I had to do wiUi a knight who had 
other motives for officiating as the guardian of dis- 
tressed damsels, beeidea die honor of chivalry. I 
saw at once that he reckoned much on my gratitude, 
and still more on my distress. Nevertheless, thou^ 
these two pleas were almost equally eloquent in his 
fiivor, I rejected his addresses with disdain. The 
reason was that there were two advocates still more 
eloquent on the side of a refusal — a certainty that 
he was disagreeable, and a strong suspicion that he 
was poor. But when he returned to the charge, 
and ofiered to say the grace of matrimony before he 
fell to, proving to me at the same time, by the no- 
denialde evidence of cash in hand, that his steward- 
ship had enabled him to live in clover for a long time 
to oome, the truth must come out in spite of blushes ; 
my heart was softened, and my ears unstopped. I 
was dazzled by the gold and jewels which he laid oat 
in burning row before me, and became a living mon- 
ument, in my own person, that miraculous transfor- 
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na&nU an ef&flted hy ^ power of pilf, •■ tt414» 
hj the Wand of lore. iAj BiKmyan bectme, bj lit- 
tifl Mtd little, quite another sort of man in n^ eyta. 
His tall bodjr and bare bonea were plnmped op into 
a sh^telj and cotmsanding figure; his cadaTerona 
complexion was imjax>ved into a manly brown ; even 
that look, aa if butter wonU not melt in hia month, 
was no longer hypocrisy, but a staid and decent as- 
pect. Having made these discoveries, I accepted 
hie hand without any material abhorrence, and h» 
piloted the usual vows in all due fram. AAer tbis, 
Ukfl a good wife, I kept the spirit of contradiction aa 
mach OS poesiUe under the hatches. We resumed 
our journey, and Coimtwa soon received a new fiun^ 
ily within its walls. 

My husband stocked my wardrobe as became my 
stx and station, making me a present o£ several dia- 
monds, among whieh I fixed my eye on that of Don 
Felix Maldtmado. There were no further docom^tts 
wantmg to give a shrewd guess whenoe oame all the 
precious stones I had seen, and to be moraUy certsin 
that I had not married a tronUesiKnely nice observer 
of the eighth article in the decalogue. Yet, consid- 
ering myself as the main spring of all his little devi- 
adoos from the strict taw of propriety, it was not for 
me to jodge harshly on that point. A woman can 
always find a palliation £oi tbe misdeeds which are 
set in motion by the power of her own beauty. But 
(ix that, he certainly would have ranked no hi^ar 
than oae of the wicked in my estimatieo. 

I had no great reascu to eomplam of I»m for two- 
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or thiM mouths. His sttentioiit were alwft^s poHte 
and kind, ftmounting apparently to a sincere and 
tender affection. Bnt no snch tbing I These proofir 
of wedded lore, this worshipping with the bodj, and 
endowing with tJie worMly goods, were all but a oop^ 
of his cotuttenaace ; for the cheating fellow meant, 
as tnai serve a cucumber, to Ihrow me away on the 
first opportunity. One morning, at my retnm from 
mass, I fbnnd nothing at home but the bare walls ; 
the movables, not excepting my own apparel, every 
stick and every thread, had been carried off. Zen- 
dono and his fiuthful servant had taken theu- meas- 
ures so adroitly, diat in less than an hour the house 
had been oompletety gutted ; so that with nothing 
bat the gown upon my back, and Don Felix's ring, 
as good lack would have it, on my finger, here stood 
I, like another Ariadne, abandoned by tbe ungrate- 
fiil rifler of my effects as well as of my charms. 
But you may take my word for it, I did not beguile 
the sense of my misfortunes in tragedy, elegy, scene 
bidividable, or poem unlimited. I rather foil upon 
my knees, and blessed my guardian nngel for hav- 
ing delivered me from a rascal who most sooner or 
later fidl into the hands of justice. The time we 
had passed together I considered in the light of a 
dead loss, and my spirits were all on the alert to 
make up for it. If I had been inclined to stay in 
Portugal, as ahanger-on to some woman of ftshion, 
I shoold have found no difficulty in smting myself; 
bat whetha* it was patriotism, or some astrological 
ooqunctkn, iveparlng a better fiutun* for me under 
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the inflnenoe of the planeto, mj whole heat in» 
bent OB g«ttiiigback into Spain. I applied to a jew- 
eller, who Taloed my diamond and gave me cash 6a 
it, and tlien took my departure with an old Spanish 
lady iriio was going to SeriUe in a poflt>4:hai0e. 

TiuM lady, whoae name was Dorothea, had been 
to Bee a relation settled at Coimbra, and was on her 
retam to Seville, where she lived. There was soch 
a sympathy between ua as made ns &Bt friends on 
the very first day of our acquuntance ; and the at- 
tachment grew BO close while we travelled together, 
that the lady insisted, at our journey's end, oo my 
making her house my home. I had no reason to 
repent having formed such a connection. Hevex 
was there a woman of a more charming character. 
One might still conclude, from the turn of her coun- 
tenaooe, and from the spirit not yet quenched in her 
eyes, that in her youth the catgut of many a guitar 
must have been fretted under her window. As a 
proof of this, she had many trials what a state oi 
widowhood was ; her husbands had all been of noble, 
birth, and her finances were flourishing on the aoon- 
muladon of her several jointures. 

Among other admirable qualities, she had that of 
not viuting severely the frailties of her own sex. 
When I let her into the secret of mine, she entered 
so warmly into my interests as to speak of Zendono 
with mote sincerity than good manneis. What 
gracdess fellows these men are I said she, in a tona 
from which one might infer that she had met widi 
some ligfit-flngered steward in the passing of ho- 
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■oooimts. Tbey would aot be worth pickmg off a 
dunghill, if one could do without them I There is a 
large fratemi^ of sorry Bcoundrels in the woHd, who 
nuke it their sport to gun the hearts of women, and 
then desert them. There is, however, one consoling 
drcunutance, my dear child. According to your 
account, you are by no means bound iaet to that 
faithless Biscayan. If yoor marriage with him was 
sufficiently formal to save your credit with the world, 
on the other hand, it was contracted loosely enough 
to admit of your trying your luck at a better matdi, 
Triienever an opportunity may iall in your way. 

I went out every day with Dorothea, either to 
dmrch, or to visit among her fiiends ; both likely 
oocuioiis of picking up an adventure } so that I at- 
tracted the notice of several gentlonen. There were 
eome of them who had a mind to feel how the hmd 
b^. They made their proposals to my venerable 
protootress ; but these had not wherewithal to defray 
the expenses of an establishment, and those were 
inere unfledged boys under age ; an insuperable ob- 
jection, which left me very little merit in turning a 
deaf ear to them. One day a whim seized Dorothea 
and me to go and see a play at Seville. The bills 
announced a &vorite and standard piece: El Em- 
baxador de Si-mismo, written by Lope de Yega. 

Among the actresses who came upon the stage, I 
discovered one of my old cronies. It was impossi- 
Ue to have forgotten Phenida, that bonocing good- 
humored girl whom you have seen as Florimonde's 
wuting-mud, and have supped with more than once 
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Mt Axaeaat^B. I wu ttwtan that FbaBicia had left 
Madrid abont two yean Ago, but bad nsvetf fautd 
of her turning nctreea. I longed ao tmraaBtfy to 
embrace her, that the i»eoe i^peared quite tediooa. 
Perhaps, too, tbcfe might be aome fiuilt in thoM 
who played it, as besng neither good cnoo^ nor bad 
enough to sfibrd me «itertaiuinent. For as to mj 
own temper, which ia that of nfirtiTig divaBion wber- 
ever I can find it, I must otmiess that an actw so- 
piemely ridiculous answeta my purpose just aa well 
as the most finished performer of the age. 

At last, the moment I had been waiting for being 
arrived, namely, the dropping of the cortain on this 
&Torite and standard piece, we went— for my widow 
would go with me— ~bdiind the scenes, where wa 
caught a glimpse of Fbenida, who was playing off 
the amiable and unafiected simpleton, and listening 
with all the primness of stodied simplicity to the soft 
diirping of a young sti^efiiiofa, who had evidently 
safi!ered himself to be cangiit in the birdlime of hcf 
professional or meretrictons talents. No sooner did 
her eye meet mine, than she quitted him wi& a gen- 
teel Bpo\og;rt '■"t up to me with open anos, and 
lavished upon me ail the demonstrations of strong 
attanhment imaginable. Our ezpressioni of joy at 
&ja unexpected meeting were indeed reciproeal ; but 
neither time nor place admittittg of any very copious 
indulg^ice in the privilege of asking questions, vre 
adjourned till the following day, with a ptoinise of 
renewing oar mutual inquiries thick and thredbld, 
under the shelter of her friendly roof. 
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The pleaatire of tftlking is tbo mCKtmguidu^jle 
paatioti of woman, coeval with tLe act of breathing. 
I could not get a wink of sleep all ni^t for tha 
boraing desire of having a gTai^>le with Hicaiicia, 
and closing in upon her in the conflict of curiosity. 
Witness, all the powers who preside over tattling, 
whether the love of lying in bed — snother passion of 
woman — prevented me &om getting up and flying to 
mj appointment as early as good manners wotdd al^ 
low. She lived with the rest of the company in a 
large, ready-foniished lodging. A female attendant 
yrbo met me at entrance, on being requested to show 
me Fbenicis'a tq>artnient, led the way up stain to a 
gallery, along which were ranged ten or twelve email 
rooms, divided only by partitions of deal boards, 
and inhabited by this merry band. My condoctrees 
knocked at a door, which Fbenicia opened ; for her 
tongue was cruelly on the fidget to be let loose, wt 
well as my own. We allowed ourselves no time for 
the impertinent ceremonies which usually oeber in i 
visit, but plunged at once into a most furious career 
of loqoaoily. It seemed as if we should have a 
tight bout together. There were so many Interrog- 
atories to be bandied bacdcwards and forwards, that 
question and answer rebounded like tennis-balls, only 
with tenfold velodty. 

After having related our adventnree each to other, 
and inquired into the actual condition of affi^rs, 
Phenida asked me how I meant to provide for my- 
self. My reply was, that I purposed, while waiting 
for Mmrthing better, to get a situation with son* 
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Tounff lAdy dS n inJity . f^or Bhnme I ezclAimed mT 
othfir self; yon "t"*!! not think of Budi b riiing . Ib it 
poaaible, my darling, that you Bhoold not yet be dis- 
gusted with menial servicse ? Are you not heartily 
sick of knocking under to the good or ill pleasore of 
others, of bmng c^i^n-hond to all their cqirices, and 
after all to be entertfuned with that unchangeaUe 
time called a scolding— -in a word, to be a downri^^ 
slave? WI^ do not you follow my exan^e, and 
turn yoor thon^its towards the stage ? Nothing can 
be better suited to peopleof parts, when they happen 
not to be equally &Tored in the articles of wealth 
andbirth. It is a sphere of life iriiich holds a middle 
nnk between the nobili^ and mere tradespeople ; a 
profession exempted &om all troublesome restraint, 
and raised far above the common prejudices of hun^ 
ble and decoit sodety. Ihe public are our bankers, 
and we draw upon them at sight. We live in a 
oontinoal round of ecstasy, and spend our money to 
the full as &st as we earn it. 

Tlie theatre (for she went on at a great rate) if 
&Torable above all to women. When I lived willi 
Moiimonde, — it is a miseiy to think of it, — I was 
reduced to take up with the supernumeraries of the 
prince's company ; not a single man of fashion paid 
the least attention to my figure. How came that 
about? Because they never got a glimpse of it. 
Hie finest picture in the world may escape the ad- 
miration of the connoisseurs, if it is not placed in a 
proper li^t. But since I have beoi suitably framed 
and vamiebed, which could only h^poi in oonse? 
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qnence of » theatrical finish, what a revolntioa I The 
finest joujig fellows of all the towns we pass throogh 
are shuffling at my. heels. An actzcss, therefore, 
has all her little comforts about her, withoot deviaU 
ing from the line of her duty. If she is discreet, — l^ 
which we mean that she should not admit more than 
one lover into htx good graces at a time, — her ex- 
emplary conduct is cried np as widiotit a parallel. 
She is called a very Niobe for her coldness ; and 
when she changes her favorite, she is reprimanded 
aa slightly by the world as a lawfid widow who 
marries a few weeks too soon after the death of her 
first hushaod. If, however, the widow should look 
fiir Inck in odd numbers, and take to herself a third, 
the contempt of all mankind is poured down on bear 
devoted head; she is c<»isideied as a monster of 
indelicacy ; whereas we happier women are so much 
the more in vogue, as we add to the list of our 
&vorite8. After having been served up to a hundred 
difibrmt lovers, some battered nobleman finds us a 
dain^ dish fi>r himself. 

Do you mean that by way of news ? intemq>ted I, 
M she ottered the last sentiment. Do you imagine 
me to be ignorant of these advantages? I have 
often conned them over in my mind, and th^ are 
bat too alluring to a girl of my character. The 
attractions of t^fe stage would be irresistible, woe 
inclination all. But some little talent is indispen- 
sable, and I have not a spark. I have sometimee 
attempted to rehearse passages from plays before 
Arsenia. She was never satisfied with my perfimo^ 
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■ooe, Hod thftt di^iuted me with dte protenon. 

You ue eaBtlj put oat of o(Hiceit with youradf, 
replied Fbeoicia. Do not 70a know that iheae great 
BCtreeeea are very qit to be jealous ? With wH their 
Tanity, tltej aie afraid lest some newer fiue shonM 
put diem out of oonnteomoe. In short, I would 
not be gnided hj Arsenia on that subject ; she did 
not pve her real opinion. In my judgment, and 
without meamug to flatter 70a, the theatre is your 
natural element. Too have adminUe powers, free 
and graceAd acticm, a fine-ttmed voice, volulniity of 
declamation, and auoh a torn of counteoanoe I Ali, 
yon little rogne 1 yon will bring all the yoong fel- 
lows behind the ecenee, if onoe you take to die 
boards [ 

She pHed me witit many flattering oom^Jimente 
besides, and made me ledte some lines, only by way 
of enabling me to form my own judgment as to 
my theatrical g^us. Now that she was my censMr^ 
H seemed quite another thing. She praised me op 
to the skies, and held all the BCtresses in Madrid as 
mere makeweights in the eeale. After such a teeti- 
inony, it would have been inexcusable to hesitat* 
about my own merit. Arsenia stood attainted, nay, 
convicted of jealousy and treacbeiy. Hiere could 
be no question about my beii^ everything that wai 
ddig^tfnl. Two players happened to drop in by 
accident, and Pbenicia prevailed on me to rqwat the 
lines I had already spouted ; they fell into a sort of 
enthusiastic trance, whence tb^ were roused only to 
iaunch out fervently in admiratkiD of me. Litenlly* 
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liad they aU three beoi flattvini^ me up for • w«g«r, 
tbey ooold DOt have adopted a more axtravagant 
Kale oi pan^Tric My modeety iras act proof 
•gMiut Riidh praise from those who vrere themselTet 
pniaed. I bq|an to ttunk myself really worthy of 
tomething ; and bow was my whole heait and soul 
4umed towards a tlteatrioal life. 

Since tiiis is the case, said I to Phnuoia, the afiair 
is determined' I will follow your advice, and engage 
in your oompany, if tbe^ will accept me. My friend, 
transported with joy at this proposal, clasped me in 
her arms ; and her two oompanions seemed no less 
delighted than hersdf at finding me in that humor. 
It was settled thati should attend the theatre on the 
following day in the mwiang, and exhibit before the 
.oollected body the same sample of my talent as I 
haA just displayed. If I had bou^t golden cqiiniona 
from Fhenida and her frienda, the actors in general 
were still more complimentary in their judgment, 
mSim I had recited bat twenty lines be&re them. 
^Diey gave me aa engagement with the lUmoat will- 
ingneaa. Then there was nothing thou^t of but 
my first ^>peanuKe. To make it as striking as pes* 
«ible, I laid out all the mon^ remaining from the 
sale of my ring ; and thou^ my funds would not 
allow <^ being splendid in my drees, I disoorered 
the art of substituting taste for glitta, and oonvert- 
ing my poverty into a new graoe. 

At length I came out. What cliq>ping of hands t 
what general admiration I It would be speaking 
fainlly, oy friendj to tell ym downci^ that dw 
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gpectoban were all in «n ecstasy. Yoa most have 
heard with yonr own ears what a noiae I made at 
Seville, to believe it. The whole talk of the town 
was aboat me, and the bouse was ovwded for three 
weeks anccesstTely ; so that this noveltjr restored the 
theatre to its popularity, when it was evidently 
beginning to decline. Thoa did I come npcai the 
stage, and step into public &Tor at once. But to 
come iq>on die stage with sadi distinction is gener- 
ally a {H^ude to coming upon the town ; or at least 
to putting one's self up at auction to the best bidder. 
Twenty sparks of all ages, from serenteen to aeven^, 
were on the list of candidates, and woold have worn 
me in my newest gloss. Had I followed my own 
inclination, I should have chosen &e youngest, and 
the most of a lady's man ; but in our profession, 
interest and ambition must bear the away, till we 
have feathered our nest ; that is as invariaUe a mle 
as any in the prompt-book. On this principle, Don 
Ambrosio de Nieana, a man in whom age and n^i- 
ne«8 had done their worst, but rich, generous, and 
one of the most powra^bl noblemen in Andalusia, 
had the reftisal of the bargain. It is true that he 
paid handsranefy for it. He took a fine house for 
me, fumislied it in the extreme of magnificence, 
allowed me a man cook of the first eminence, two 
footmen, a lady's maid, and a thousand ducats a 
month for my personal expenses. Add to all this a 
rich wardrobe, and an elegant assortment of jewels. 
What a revohitdon in my afhjrs ! My poor brain 
was completely turned. I oooM not believe myself 
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to be the sune person. No wonder if girb Kun for- 
get the meanness and misery wlience some man of 
quality has reecued tltetn in a fit of ci^irioe. My 
confesfflon shall be without reeerre : poblic applause, 
flattering speediea bozzed about on every side, and 
Don Ambrosio's passion kindled such a flame of 
self-oonoeit as kept me in a continual ferment of ez- 
travagaoce. I considered my talents as a patent of 
nobili^r. I put on the woman of &shion, and b&< 
coming as chaiy as I had hitherto beeu lavish of 
my amorous challengers, determined to look no 
lower than dnkes, counts, or marquises. 

My lord of fHsana brou^t some of his friends to 
sop with me every evening. It was my can to 
innte the best companions among our actresses, and 
we wore away a good part of the ni^t in lau^iing 
and drinking. I fell in v^ kindly with so delkuHU 
a life ; but it lasted only six months. Men of rank 
are apt to be whimsical ; but for that fault, ihey 
would be too heavenly. DonAmbroeio deserted me 
for a young coquette from Cbenada, who had just 
brought a pretty person to the Seville market, and 
knew how to set off her wares to the best advantage. 
But I did not fret after him more ihan fbur-amt 
twenty hours. His place was supplied by a young 
fr]low of two-andrtwmity, Don Lewis d' Alcacer, 
with whom fbw Spaniards could vie in point of &oa 
and figure. 

Yoa will ask me, doubdees, and it is natural to 
do so, iriiy I selected so green a sprig of nobitity finr 
my paramour, when my own ezpcrieDoe so atronglj 
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diHuaded from such a oboice. But, beudes dwt 
Dob Lcwia iwd seitber fidher nor modKr, ud was 
idready in possaasioD of his fortune, 70a an to know 
that tlien is 00 danger of diugreeable oonaequeocec 
attaching to any but girls in a servile conditioD <tf' 
life, or tboee imfbctmuto looae fish who are ^una 
tor everj Bportmaa. Ladiee of our profeaaioii axe 
pririieged peiBoae ; we let o£f our chanos like a 
looket, and are sot anawerafale for tlie damage 
where thej&Hii »o mnclL the worse for those fitTn''ipi 
whose heiie we est in a blaae. 

A* for Alcacer and myself, we were so stron^j 
a tt ached to one another, that I verily believe, Love 
never yet did sudh exeoutum as when he took aim at 
us two. Our possioa was <^ aooh a violent nature, 
dut we seemed to be under die inflnenoe of som* 
epell. Those who lotew bow well we were together, 
dioa^ as the happiest pair in the world ; Init we, 
who knew best, foand ourselves the most miserable. 
lliOHgh Don Lewis had as fine an outside as ever 
fell to the lot of man, he was at the same tune so 
Jealous, that there was no living for vexation at his 
unfounded mrmiaee. It was of no use, knowing his 
weakness and homotin^ it, to lay an embargo tax 
my iooJcB, if ever a male oreature peeped iaio har- 
bor; his euspiciouB temper, eeldran at a loss for 
come crime to impute, rendered my aimed neutrality 
of no avail. Our most tender moments had always 
m spioe of wrangling. There was no -*»"'ii"g tiie 
iuuut of it ; patieooe ooold hold out 00 longer on 
tidier aide, and we qnacrelled nuns peaceably than 
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we had lored. Conld you believe that the hut day 
of our being togeth^ was the hi^piest? Both 
equally wearied out by the peipetoal recurrence of 
imjJeasazit drcumrtancea, we gave a loose to our 
baiiBports when we embraced for the last time. We 
were like two wretched captzves, breatliiiig the &eeh 
air of liberty after all the hotrorB of our priaim- 
boose. 

^Bce that adveature, I hare worn a breas^^ate 
against the little atdier. No more amorous non- 
sense for me, at least to a troubleeome excess I It 
is quite out of our line to sigfa and complain like 
ATrautiim she[^erde8ses. Thoae should never give 
Way to a passion in private, who hold it i^ to ridi- 
cule before the public. 

While these events were passiag ia my domestio 
eetabHshment, Fame had not hoi^ her trumptf 
breathless cm the willows ; she spread it about uni- 
versally that I was an inimitable acbresa. Utat 
celestial tattler, though bankrupt times out of nam* 
ber, still contrives to revive her credit ; the c(ane< 
dians of Grenada therefore wrote to tySec me an en- 
gagement in their company ; and by way of evidence 
liiat the proposal was not to be scorned, tiiey sent 
me a statement of their duly rece^>ts and diabure«- 
ments, with their terms, vdiioh seemed to be advan- 
tageona. That being the case, I dosed, though 
^eved in ray heart to part with I^enicia and Doro- 
thea, whom I loved as well as woman is capable of 
kmng woman. I left the first laudably empkiyed in 
iuelting the plate of a little bagglisg {[oldsn^h. 
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whose Tanity bo fiv got die better of his svarioe dut 
be must needs have a theatrical bernne for his inis- 
b-ess. I foi^;ot to tell 700 that (m my translstion to 
the stage, irom mere whim, I chaaged the name of 
Laora to that of EsteUa ; and it was und^ the lat- 
ter name that I took this engagement at Grenada. 

M7 finrt appearance was no less saooessfiil here 
tliBQ at Seville ; and I soon ielt myself wafted along 
hy the si^u of my admirers. But resolving not to 
&vor any except on honon^le terms, I kept a guard 
of modesty in my intercoarse with them, which 
threw dust in tbeir eyes. Kevertfaeless, not to be 
the dupe of virtues which pay very indifferently, and 
were not exactly at home in their new mansion, I 
was balandng whether or not to take up with a 
yoong fellow of mean extraction, who had a place 
under government, and assumed the style of a gen- 
tleman in virtue of his office, with a good table and 
handsome equipage, whrai I saw the Marquis de 
Marialva for the first time. Hiis Fortngnese noble- 
man, travelling over Spain from mere curiosity, 
stopped at Grenada as he passed tbrou^ it. He 
came to the play. I did not po^brm that evening. 
His examination of the actresses was very particular, 
and be found one to his liking. Their acquaintance 
conmtenoed on the very next day ; and the definitive 
treaty was very neariy oonduded when I appeared 
npon the stage. What with some personal graces, 
and no little affectation in setting them off, the 
weatberHwck veexed about all on a sudden; my 
Pwtugueae was nune, and mine only, till death do us 
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put. Yet, rinoe the tnitii must be told, I knew per- 
fectly that my sister of tlie sock snd baakin bad en- 
tnt{^>ed this nobleman, and spared no pains to ohonse 
her out of her prize ; to my success yoa are yourself 
a witness. She bean me no small gmdge on that 
accoont ; but the thing oonld not be avoided. She 
oo^ to reflect that it is the way of all female flesh ; 
that the dearest friends play off the same trick nptm 
one another, and put a good &ce npon it into di6 
baiguu. 



CHAPTER Vin. 
TSM KMoMfnor or sii bias Ajroire tbm nATmma At 

eASXAJU; AMD AKOTHER OlO ACQUAJXTAXOM FWKMD VP 
IS TBX ORMXX-ROOK. 

Just as Laura was finiatiing her story, there came 
in an old actress who lived in her nei^boihood, and 
was oome to take her to the theatre as she passed 
l^. li^iis renoMble tutelary of the stage was admi- 
rably fitted to play some superannuated strumpet 
amuig the heathen goddeases in a pantomime. My 
sister was not remiss in introducing her brother to 
that stale old harridan, iriiereupon a profusion of 
compliments was bandied about on both rades. 

I left them together, telling the steward's relict 
that I would join her again at the playhouse, as sotm 
as I had sent my baggage to the Marquis de Marial- 
va's, to whose residenoe she directed me. Fitst I 
went to the room I had hired, whence, after having 
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Mttled with m^ luidlady, Z i«p«ired with a porter 
who ouiied my loggage to a large ready-fumiohed 
bonM, where lay new muter wm qoartoed. At 
ihe door I met his stewud, who aaked me if I waa 
not the lady Estella's brother. I answered in the 
affirmative. Then 70U are welcome, Signor C«t^ 
Her, replied he. The Marqnia de Marialra, whoea 
steward I have the honor to be, has oommiasioned 
me to reoeire 70a properly. There is a room got 
ready for yoa ; I will show yon the way to it, if you 
{deaae, that you may be quite at home. He took 
me up to the top of the house, and thrust me into BO 
small a room, that a very narrow bed, a chest of 
drawers, and two ch^rs completely filled it. This 
was my apartment. Yoa will not have much spar* 
room, said my conductor, but as a set^^off, I promise 
you that you shall be superbly lodged at Xiisbon. I 
looked up my portmanteau in the wardrobe* and put 
the key in my pocket, asking at the same time whai 
was the hour of st^per. Ihe answer was, that his 
lordship seldom supped at home, but allowed each 
•errant a monthly sum for board wages. I put sev- 
eral other questions, and leanied that the marquis's 
people were a hi^ipy set of idle fellows. After a 
oouTeraadon short and sweet, I left the steward to 
go and look for Laura, reflecting, much to my own 
Mliafoction, on the happj omens I drew from the 
opening of my new situation. 

Aa soon as I got to the playhouse door, and raen- 
I my name as Estella's brother, there was free 
isiOD at once. Yon nu^t hava obserred the 
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fbrWHrdnesH of Ae gtur^K to make frty for IM, just 
as if I had been one of the meet considerable nt^le* 
men in Grenada. AH the sapemnmeninee, door^ 
keepers, and receiTers of checks whom I encountered 
in my progress, made me tbrar very best bows. But 
what I should like best to ^ve the reader an idea of 
is the serioos reception which the meny TSgrants 
gave me in the green-room, where I &<md the whole 
dramatiB persome ready dressed, and on the point of 
drawing up the curtain. He actors and actresses, 
to iriiom Laura introduced me, fell upon me without 
BMTcy. The men were quite troublesome with their 
greetings ; and the women, not to be outdone, laid 
their plastered laces alongside of mine, till they cov- 
ered it with a Tillanous compound of red and white. 
Ko one choosing to be the last in making me wel- 
come, Aey all paid their compliments in a breath. 
.£olae himself, answering irom all the points of the 
compass at once, would not have been a match tot 
Asm : but my sister was ; for the loan of her tongue 
was always at the service of a friend, and she broi^^ 
me completely oat of debt. 

But I did not get clear off with the squeezes of the 
prindpal performers. The civilities of the scene- 
punters, Uie band, the prompter, the candle-snuffer, 
and the csU-boy were to be endured with patience ; 
all the understrappers in the theatre came to see me 
run the gantlet. One would have supposed one's 
self in a foundling hospital, and that they had none 
of them ever known what sort of animals brothers 
and eiBters were. 
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In the mean time the plaj b^an. Some gentle- 
men, who were behind the soenes, then ran to get 
eeats in the front of the house : for my part, feeling 
myself quite at home, I continued in conTersation 
with tboee <^ the aotore who were waiting to go on. 
Anumg the number there was one idiom th^ called 
Melchior. The name struck mfe. 1 looked hard at 
the person who answered to it, and thou^t I had 
seen him somewhere. At last I recollected that it 
was Melchior Zapata, a poor strolling player, who 
tios been described, in the first volume of this true 
history, as soaking his cmstB in the pore element. 

I immediately took him aside, and said, I am 
much mistaken if you are not that Signor Melchior 
with v4iom I had the honor of breakfasting one day 
)nr the margin of a clear fountain, between Valladolid 
and S^^via. I was with a journeyman barber. TVe 
had some proviaiona with us whit^ we dubbed with 
yoors, and all three partook of a litUe rural feast, to 
wluch wit and anecdote gave additional relish. Za- 
pata betbou^t him for a ntinnte or two, and then 
answered, You tell me of a circumstance which 
<^en since came acroea my mind. I had then just 
been trying my fortune at Madrid, and was returning 
to Zamora. I recollect perfectiy that my adairs were 
a little out at elbows. I recollect it too, rephed I, 
by the token of a doublet which you wore, lined with 
play-billa. Neither have I forgotten that you com- 
plained of having a wife cursed with incorruptible 
chastity, O t that misfortune has found ita remedy 
long ago, said Zwata, a^ftlrifi g hin ears. By all the 
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powers of womanhood, the jaiie haa effectiudly re- 
formed that virtue, and givea me a, wanner lining to 
my doablet. 

I was going to congratulate him on his wife'e haT- 
ing shown so much sense, when he was obliged to 
leave me and ga on the stage. Being ourionB to 
know what sort of an animal his wife was, I went up 
to an actor and desired him to point her out. Sa 
did so, saying at the same time, There she is ; it is 
Nardssa — the prettiest of all our women except your 
aister. I concluded that this must be the actress in 
whose &Tor the Marquis de Marialva had dedared be- 
fore meeting with his Estella; and my conjecture was 
but too oortect. After the play, I attended Lanra 
home, where I saw several cooks preparing a hand- 
some entertainment. Yon may sup here, said she. 
I will do no such thing, answered I : the marquis 
periiapa will like to be alone with yon. Not at all, 
replied she; he is coming with two of his own 
fiimda and one of our gentlemen ; yon will jibt 
make the sixth. Yon know that in our &ee and 
easy way there is no impropriety in secretaries sitting 
down at table with their masters. Very true, said I ; 
but it is rather too soon to assume the privilege of a 
&vorite. I must first get employed in some confi- 
dential commission, and then kq' in my claim to that 
honorable distinction. Judging it to be so best, I 
went out of Laura's house, and got back to my inn, 
whither I reckoned on repairing eveiy day, since my 
mastarhadno regular eetabliflhrnent. 
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I BXKABKED in the eofice-rooai a at»t oC ut old 
monk, habited in ooane gny cloth^ at npperi quite 
•lone in. a oorner. I went ind sat oppoaite t« him 
oat of mriosity ; we exchanged a oItU bow, and ha 
■bowed himself to be quite aa veil bred aa I ynMy 
notwithstanding my lay eduestion. My conunms 
w«« broDght me, and I ieU to with a rety catbolie 
appetite. While I was eating, my tongoe was mnte^ 
bat my eyea glanced hj matcheB towards this atngv 
lar (ducacter, and always can^it his at dis same snt* 
ployntcnt. Liking better to stace than be ataied at^ 
I addreeaed my speedi to him thna ; Pny, fither, 
bare we ever by ai^ chance mei anywheie but here? 
Tou peer at me aa if yon scarody knew whether } 
wo* an acqnaintanwt or a stranger. He annmed 
grarelyr If I look at yon with fixed all«ntimi, it is 
tmly to admire the prodigians vaxie^ of advcntnraa 
iriiidi are chronicled in the features of yomr &ae< 
It should seem, said I, in a joking tone, as if your 
reverence was something of a phymognamist. Fir 
more deeply imbued in scimee than a mere physio^ 
nomist, answered the monk, I. found prophecies aa 
my obeerrationB iritich have never been bdUed by 
tha event. My skill in palmistry ia no less, and i 
will set my oraclea against the surest of antiqaityr 
after compaiing the inspection of the hand wkli that 
of the face. 
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Tboog^ this old maa had all the ^tpeamnoe of 
profound wiBdom, hiB talk was bo like that of • 
madmaiit that I oould not help l^'''gt'ifg at him out' 
right. So &r from bemg offended at mj want of 
maimerat he smiled at it, and went on to the fbUow- 
utg effect, aSOa ronning his «yt ronnd the coffee- 
nxHn, to be aHsnred that there were no listeners : I 
am not smrpriged at finding yon so prejudioed against 
two Bciciioea which pass at this time of day for mere 
frirolity ; the long and painM study they require 
dishewrtans the learned, who torn their baoka iqion 
them, and then swear that they are fiibks, cot of di»- 
gast at having miaaed their attainment. For my 
part, I am not to be fii^itened by lite darimeas 
which coivelope them, my more than by the di£B- 
eulties which are perpetual atomUing-blocks in tbe 
pursnitof dtemical discoraiee, and in the marvelloaa 
art (tf traiumnting baser metab into gold. 

Bat I do fl))tter myself, porsoed he, looking stead- 
£utly at me, that I am addressing a yomig gentle- 
man of good sense, to whom my syotems will not 
iqtpear attogether in the light of idle dreams. A 
■ample of my skill wiH dispose you better than the 
most subtile arguments to pass a &Torable judgment 
on my pretensiims. AAer talking in this manner he 
drew frmn his pocket a ]jiial fiill of a Uvely-looking 
red liquor, on which he expatiated thus : Hete is an 
elixir which I have disdUed this morning from the 
jnioes of certain plants ; for I have employed almost 
my whole life, like Democritos, in finding out the 
proportieB of omples and mioeraU. You shall main 
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triiil of its virtue. The wine ve are drinking mtli 
our supper is very bad ; henceforth it will become 
ezoell^it. Atthe same time he put two drt^ of 
hi0 dixir into my bottle, which made my wine more 
deliciouB dian the choicest vintages of Spain. 

The marvellous strikes the imagination ; and when 
<mce that facul^ is enlisted, judgment is tamed 
adrift. Delif^ted yn&i. so glorious a secret, and 
pearsnaded that he must have outdeviled the devil 
before he oould have got at it, I cried out in a 
paroxysm of admiration, O reverend father I prithee 
ibi^ve your servant if he took you at first for an old 
bk)ckfaead. I now abjure my error. There is no 
need to look further to be assured that it dq>endsonfy 
on your own will to turn an iron bar into a wedge 
of gold in the twinkling of an eye. How hsppj 
should I be were I master of that admirable s(senoe I 
Heaven preserve yon fiom ever acquiring it, inter- 
rupted the old man, with a deep sigh. You know 
not, my son, what a &tal possession you covet. In- 
stead of envying, rather pity me, for havhig taken 
such infinite pains to be made unhappy. I am 
always disturbed in mind. I fear a discovery ; and 
then perpetual imprisonment would be the reward of 
all my labors. - lu this apprehension, I lead a vaga- 
bond life, sometimes disguised as a priest or monk, 
sometimes as a gentleman or a peasant. Where la 
the benefit of knowing how to manu&ctare gold on 
«nch terms ? Are not the goods of this world down- 
right miseiy to tlM»e who cannot enjoy them in tran- 
4uil%? 
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' Wlut you say appears to me very eensible, aaid I 
to tlie philosopber. There is nothing like living at 
one's ease. Yon have rid me of all hankering after 
the philosopher's stone. I will rest satisfied with 
lyaming from jOQ mj Aitiire destiny. With all m;^ 
heart, my good lad, answered he. I hare already- 
made my remaifa npon your featorea ; now let me 
see yonr hand. I gave it him with a confidenca 
which will do my penetration bat little credit in the 
esteem of some readers. He examined it very at- 
tentirelyi and then pronounced, as in a nqitnre of 
inspiration. Ah I what transitions &om pain to plea»- 
ure, and &om pleasure to pain I What a whimsical 
ahematiDn of good and evil chances 1 Bid; you have 
already experienced the largest share of your allotted 
rererses. Yon have but few more tides of misfo^ 
tune to stem, and then a great lord wiU oontnTe fbr 
yoa an eligible fete, which shall not be subject to 

After having aaaored roe that I mi^t depend on 
his prediction, he bade me &rewell, and went out of 
the inn, leaving me in deep meditation on the thinga 
I had just heard. There could be no doubt of the 
Marquis de Marialva being the great lord in ques- 
tion ; and consequently nothing appeared more 
wi^iin the vcirge of poesibiltty than the oooomplish- 
ment of tbe oracle. Bat thou^ there had not been 
die slightest likelihood, that would have been no 
hinderanoe to giving the impostor monk unbounded 
credit, since his elixtr had transmuted my sour in- 
ereduli^ into the most tractable digestkm of his 
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fideehoods. That Qotbing mi^ ba woatuig on mj 
ado to play isto the band* ai my.fiueboded Itxk, I 
determined to ottMb myidf more closely to tfaa 
nunjuifl tluui I bad ever done to any of my muten. 
Having taken diis resoluttaB, I went faoaie in db- 
sntally hi^ Bpizita : nerer did foolish wamaii 
dMcend in better hnmor fiom the garret of 'Pfthv 
foolish vonoan irho had told iur fortune. 



CHAPTER X. 

WMK MARIiOU Bt tUMUiTA elTMa A COMMTaaiOM » «» 
J£^A TEAT FiTrHFUh BBCSXT4RT ACQUITS SIMSKLF OF 
JTAS SBALL BS SBLATXO. 

The marquia yna not yet retained &om Ua 
theatrical party, and I found hig upper serranta play- 
ii^ at card* in his apartment while tfa^ wen wait- 
ing for his anival. I got to be aoeiaUe wilh them, 
and we amnsed ourselves with jooukr c<Hn'ersatMn 
till two o'dodc in the momiog, when our aoaatcr 
arrived. He was a little surprised at aeeiag me, 
md said, with an ur of kindness, which made me 
oondude that he came home veiy wdl satisfied with 
his eveniag, How is this, Gil Blaa ? Are you not 
gone to bed yet? I answered that I wisbed to know 
£iBt whether he had any commands for tae. I^b^ 
«bly, te|Jicd he, I msy btve a nwrnnimwi^ to girt 
you to-anonow mimting ; but it will be time enou^ 
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tiieii to aoqtnint yaa wkh my wishet. Go to ^oor 
own room, and bcraoefbnraid temember th*t I dis- 
pmae with jtm attendance at bed-tiioe ; my odier 
W W auto ne nifBcient for that oceaaion. 

Afisr tluB hint, -which ma much to my satiofto- 
tion in tlw main, since it spared me a sUveiy whidi 
I diould have felt very unpleasantly at tunea, I left 
the mantnis in hia i^Mrtmenti and wkbdrew to my 
garret. I went to bed. . Xot being able to sleep, it 
•eoaed good to ftllow the oonneel of i^rthagorw, 
■od to examine all the actions of the day by the teat 
of reason; torqirimandBeTerelywhat had been dons 
amiaa, and if any thing ' had been done well, to re* 
joioe ia it. 

On lo^JDg into Uie day-book of my oonacieaoe, 
the balaaoe waa not aofficiently in my ftnttr to ke^ 
me ID good homor with myael£ I &lt remorse at 
hsTing lent n^adf to Laora's in^Kuitioo. It waa 
in -vain to urge, in aelf-defence, that I could not, 
with any deoen^, give the lie to a girl who had no 
object in -view bnt to do me a pleasore, and that I 
waa in aome sort mider the neceeaily of beoomiogan 
Mcon^Uce in the fraod. This was » paltry exouse 
ia the daibeas of the night, for I pleaded against 
myadf that at all eventa the matter should be pushed 
no girther, mnd that it was die sammit of impudenc* 
to remain opon the eatablishinait of a nobleman 
whose oonfidenw I so ill rqnid. In short, after « 
severe trial, it was agreed in my «wn breast, that I 
was Tery litde shiMt of an jurant knare. 

But to hava done with the morali^ of die act. 
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wad pass on to die probable iasne, it was evidently 
plajriog a desperate game, to cozen a man of oonee- 
quence, who might be enabled, as an instrument for 
the visitation of my tana perlu^, to detect the im- 
posture in its verjr iniaatr^. A reflection at once bo 
prudent and so virtuous acted as a refrigentor on 
my spirits ; but visions of pleasure and of interest 
soon raised thenr agiun above tlie freezing point. 
Besides, the p^^>heoy of the man with the elixir 
would Lave been enou^ to put me in heart once 
more. I therefore gave myself up to the indulgence 
of the most agreeable fancies. All the rules of arith- 
metic, from simple addition to compound interest, 
were set in array, to cast up what sum my salaiy 
would amount to at the end of ten years' service. 
Hien there was a lai^ allowance for presents and 
grafnittes from my master, whose liberal disposition 
socording admirably with my liberal desires, my 
imagination grew quite &ntastical, and extended the 
landmarks of my fortune over innumenJde acres of 
onsubstantial territory. Sleep overtook me in the 
calculation, and raised a magnificent aerial mansion 
on the estate, where a new race of grandees was to 
originate. I got op the next morning about eight 
o'clock to go and receive my patnm'a orders ; but as 
I was opening my door to go out, what was my sui^ 
prise at meeting him in his wr^ping^^;own and 
nij^t-cap I He was quite alone. Gil Bias, said he, 
on parting with yomr rister last night, I promised to 
pass this moming with her ; but an a&ir of conso- 
qnenoe will not admit <£ my ke^nng my word. Go 
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and aBsore ber &om me that I am deepljr mortified 
at the dis^pomtmsnt, but that I shall certainly si^ 
with her to-night. That is not all, added he, pnti< 
ting a parse into my handa and a little shagreen case 
set round with diamonds ; cany her my portrsit, 
and keep this parse nS fifty pistoles, which I gire 
yoQ as a mark of my early-conoeiTed friendship. I 
took the picture in one hand, and in the other the 
purse to which I was so little entitled. I put my 
beet leg fbcoaost in my way to Laura, muttering to 
myself, in the transports of exoeesive joy. Good I 
the prophecy is accomplished in the twinkling of an 
eye. What a windfiUl, to be the brother of a giri so 
fiill of beauty and attraotioQ I It is a jnty the credit 
attached to the relationship is not conunensumte 
with the lucre and the comibrt. 
. Laura, unlike most women in her pn^ssion, 
had a habit of early ridng. I caught her at her 
toil^, where, while waiting for her illustrious 
foreigner, she was iograftiDg on her natural beauty 
all the adrentitioua charms which the cosmetic art 
could supply. Lovely Estella, said I, on accosting 
ber, thou absolute loadstone of the tramontaoes, I 
may now sit down at table with my master, unce be 
has honored me with a conmusaion which gives me 
that prerogative, and which I am just come to fulfil. 
He cannot have the pleasure of waiting on you this 
morning, as be bad purposed; but, to make yon 
amends for the disappointment, be will 01^ bera 
this evening, and sends you bia picture, which, to 
aU appearasoe, is enclosed in something nuura vahi* 
aUethan itself. 
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I put the box into her hand at once, and dw fivdjr 
■pwkHag of ibe briUianti which flnnowpwamd it 
Kwde her eyea xparkle aad her mondi water. Sbs 
(^ened it out of mere cunomtjt iooked cardeMly at 
the pMiBtiiiir, M peofde perfimn s dnbr fi>r wliidi 
they havs little .leliah, fWi ijhp t. jt, »"^ onoe jnoi* 
fell greedify on tha jewelry. Their beau^ made 
herdoqiKiit, aadafae iaidtojiK.widithesniileof a 
aatiriit, Theae are ot^Hsa wUdh duwe merDoniy 
diinga called actnaaea Taloe nuoti man hi^j thaa 
original^. 

I next acqaainted lur that die gaserooB Portu- 
gneee, frhea ghiiig.DW charge of ihe pcctrait, res* 
flmmended it to aj care by a pnzM of £dy [datolea. 
I beg 70a will accept of my oongratnlalaoiu, asid 
she ; this nobleman bq;itu wbcxe it ia even imocmw 
non ibr others to leave off. It ie to yoo, 117 diTine 
ereatmre, anaweied I, that &is preKnt is owing ; the 
laai niiia only mads it on the Boora of nalnml ^b&- 
tion. I floold be well pleaaed, icfilied die, that ha 
were to make you a boot* each preeeota erefry d^. 
X cairaot ezpreae in what eitniTaganoe yoo ate dear 
to me. Frmd the firat aaommt of ov meeting, I 
became 's***'*H to joa by ao atrong a lie, as tima 
baa not been able to diaNdve. Wbea I lort yen at 
Madod, I '^'^ Bot tlf^i ii i 1 of ^Tifrig yoK lAsia j and 
yetfoday, om your aiddcsi appcMWiee, I reeaved 
yoa like a deodand. In a word, my fiiend, heaven 
has created ns ibr cms jnother. Yon dull be my 
faishand, bot ws mait ^ ^enly of mooij in ths 
fiitfiiMtHee. lahall jnAlmdmyKlf «iittothnM 
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w four Billy fellows more, and then jon may Eto 
lite a gerUkaun on your ineanB. 

I thanked her in the moat mppropntta Uaa» fw 
auoh an instance of aOrtaao «OBdesoauioa on my 
behalf, and we got iuBenaibly into a eouwnMdaa 
which lasted till noon. At that hour I vididiew, 
to go aod gire my master an account of the maooer 
in whieh hu preseat was receiTed. Tboogji Laun 
had girai me no instmctians thereupon, I waa sot 
naoBa in eompooiag a flne compliment on my way, 
wiA whidi I meant to laundi ont on her part ; but 
it waa jnat ao aaiieh fladi in the pan. For, -when I 
got homB dia manpoa was gone ciA ; and the &tee 
had daaeed tint I abonld never aeo liim m(n«, for 
fwaoBs wlndi will be metiwdwally ttated in tba 
■BDoeediag diapter- 



CHAPTER XI. 

A TMOSDXiaaLT TO OIL XLAB. 

I SBFADtED to iny-inn, where inaeting widi two 
men of oompanionabie talents, I dtoed and art at 
table with diera till the play b^as. We ;vted( 
they as their business and desire pointed tbem, and* 
iot tny own part, my bent was towatds lbs tfaeoCre. 
It may be proper fc> obacrfe, hj the way, that I bad 
«n poBBiUe TeaeoB to be ta a geod humor. X}ie v»- 
^ eiBatiuu with my dnaoe ""'y""*— had been joy- 
om in Ae exiz«me ; the«olarefaiy£3itaaiawasf;^ 
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and animating ; jet for all that I could oot b^ ^v 
ing Tray to melancholy, without either koowing fihjy 
or being able to reason mj'self out of it. It was 
doubtlesi a proj^ietic warning of the miafortime 
which threatened me. 

As I entered the green-room, Ifelchior Zqwt* 
came up, and told me, in a low Toice, to follow 
him. He led me to an mi&eqiiented part of the 
hooBe, and opened hia biuineM thus : Wortl^ sir,. 
I make it a point of oonecieiMie to give you a vei^ 
serious warning. You are aware that the Marquis 
de Marialva had at first taken a fancy to Narcissa, 
tny wife ; he had even gone so &r as to fix a day for 
trying tbe relish of my rib, when tbat cockatrice Ea- 
tella contrived to flyblow the bill of &re, and transfer 
the banquet to her own untainted charms. Judge, 
then, whether an actress can be gulled instead of 
gulling, and preserve the Bweetnees of her temper. 
My wife has taken it deeply to heart, and there is 
no species of revenge to which she would not have 
recourse. A fine opportmuty has o^red. Tester- 
day, if you recollect, aU our supemuifierarieB were 
crowding together to see you. The deputy candle- 
annfier told some of the inferior comedians that he 
recollected you perfectly well, and that you might be 
anything but Estella's brother. 

This report, added Meldiior, came to Nardssa's 
ears to-day : she lost no time in questioning the ai^ 
thor; and that grub of the interior stood to the 
whole story. He says that he knew you as Arsoiia's 
servant, when Estella waited on her at Madrid under 
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die name of Laan. My wife, full of g^ee at Hat 
discorery, meuu to acqtuunt the Marqais de Mori- 
alva witli it, when he cornea to the phiy this evening ; 
BO take yonr meaaores accordingly. If you are not 
Estella's brother in good earnest, I would adviae you' 
«8 a fiiend, and on die Bcore of old acquaintance, to 
make your esc^Ni while your akin is whole. Kar>- 
ciesa, satisfied in her tender menr^ with only one 
Tiotim, and that of her own sex, has allowed me to 
give you this notice, that you may outrun your ill 
luck. 

It would have been waste of words to press dta 
jnbject fiuther. I returned thanks for the caution 
to this fretter of his hour, who saw by my terrified 
aspect that I was not the man to give the deputy 
candle-snoffer the lie. I did not feel the least tenqn 
tation to carry my dangerous valor such a length. 
I had not even the heart to go and lud farewell to 
Laura, for fear she dwuld InsiBt on my keeping up 
the &rce. I oould easUy conceive that so excellent 
an actress might get out of the scr^>e with flying 
colors ; but there seemed to be nothing for me short 
of a swingeing caetigation ; and I was not so fiir gone 
in love as to stand by my sweetheart at the risk of my 
own person. I thon^t <^ notching but a precipitate 
retreat with my household gods, or rather goods, if 
such a trumpery collection of individual property 
might be called so. I dis8|^>eared from the play- 
house in the twinkling of an eye ; and, in leaa time 
dum it would have taken to oonftsa my sins, was my 
portmanteau carried off and safely lodged with m 
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nnletaer who wm to aat mt for Toledo i* Ana 
o'clock next momiiif;. I ooold have widied mywtU 
wkxadj with the Comii de Pc4hi, whoee hoqiitaUe 
loof seemed my onlj aafe aKyiam. But I wu not 
dure yet; and it was impoeeiUe to think without 
dread of dw tinte remainiiig to be poaaedin a town 
where I was a&aid they would, hmit me out withoitf 
giving lae a nif^s laiw. 

Ute am^ of supper drew me to my inn notwith- 
#t^imiTmg ; thoo^ I was aa meaay aa a debtor iriio 
knows that a writ is out againet him. My Btomack, 
I beheve, was not aufficaestly well knit that ereaing 
fer n^ mxpper to pl^ ita part aa it should do. Uia 
miaerable apcxt of fear, I watdied all the people who 
came into the cofiee-nxan, and whenever by <dianoe 
they carried a galhnra in. their pl^t^omy, — which 
is no mioommon etuign in mxh places (tf reeoit, — I 
shuddered with horrid fiirebodiDga. Aft« having 
aliped the supper of ihe damned* I got up from 
table and retaraed to my carries boase, wfaa« I 
dnew nyaelf rat sone dean straw till ft waa time to 
■etoul. 

My patience was well tried during that iBterval ; 
fiir a thoasaad iin|dc«aant thon^ts attacked me in 
all diiectioiis. If I dozed now and then, the en- 
raged marqok stood before me, ponnding lAora'e 
6ax &ce to a jelly wi& his Sgt, and taming her 
whole house out at window; w, to oome nearer 
home, I heaid him giving directions &» mj death 
nadez Aa operatitHL of a cudgel. At on^ a vi«an 
I started out of my sleeps and waking, wfaidi is 
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unifllljr w pinsuit «fter » fiiglitfiil dream, tmpirvd 
me with more honor than even the fiction* of my 
entnmced fimcy. 

Hi^pily the muleteer deliyered me &om so dire a 
purgstoiy, hj coming to acquaint me that his mules 
were ready. I was immediately on my I^b, and 
set out radically ctired, for which heaven has my best 
thanks, of Lanra and the oocolt aciemces. As w* 
got ftrther &om Grenada, my mind recovered its 
tone. I began chatting with the muleteer, laug^ied 
at faia droll stories, and insensibly lost all my sppn- 
hennmia. I sl^ nndiaturbed at Ubeda,, -vdiere wa 
lay tbe first nigbt, and on the fourth d^ we got to 
Tokdo. My first care was to inform myself of tha 
Count de Polaa's residence, whither I repured under 
the fbll persuasion that he would not suffer me to 
lodge elsewfaere. But I reckoned without my hotf. 
There was no one at home bat a person to take cars 
of the hoDse, who told me that his master waa just 
gone to tbe castle o£ Ijeyrv^ baring been sent &ic ob 
BGcoont of Sersphina's dai^eieua illness. 

The coimf a ahaence waa altogether unexpected ; 
here was no longer any inducemoit to stay at T(de> 
do, and all my [daau were changed at once. Finding 
myself so near Madrid, I leaolTed to go thither. It 
oame into my head that I nu^t make my way at 
court, where talents of tbe first <nder, as I had heard, 
were not absolutely necessary to fill situations of tfat 
first oonseqnenoe. On the very next morning I teak. 
advantage of back carriage, to be set down in tiie 
renowned cspital of %«iu. Fortnse took me Uad^ 
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by the band, and uatroduoed me to a hi^lier cast of 
parts than those 1 had hitherto Med. 



CHAPTER Xn. 
ma aua taixs Lonsntoa tx a aXAsr-ruvnaaxu murar. 

BB aETa ACQUAINTMD WITB CAFTAa CHjaCBILLA. TOAt 

omcMR'a OBABAOTER ABU Buaasaa ax maleid. 

Ox my fint arrival at ]kbdrid, I fixed my head- 
quarters in a lodging-hotue, where realded, among 
other pereong, an old captain, who was come &om 
the diatant part of New Castille, to solidt a pension 
at court, and be lliou^t his claims bnt too well 
founded. His name was D(m Annibol de CSiinchil- 
1a. It was not withont much staring that I saw him 
for the first time. He was a man abont six^, of 
gigantic stature, and of anatomical leanness. Ss 
whiskers were like brushwood, fencing off the two 
sides of his &ce as hi^ as his temjjee. Beside* 
that, he was short in his reckoning by an aim and 
■ leg ; there was a vacancy for an eye, which Polj- 
pheme would have supjJied as he did, had patcliea 
of green silk been then in the fashion ; and bis fei^ 
tnres were hacked sufficiently to Illustrate a trealiBe 
of geometry. Widi these exceptions, his configur»r- 
tion was mudi like that of another man. As to his 
mental qualities, he was not altog^ber without m^ 
deratanding; and what he wanted in quickness he 
made up by gravity-. His princ^les were rigid in 
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dke ertreme ; and it was hiB partictiUr boast tO; be 
delicate on tbe point of honor. 

AAer two or three uderriews, he disttngoished me 
iy his oonfideoce. I soon got into all his personal 
history : be related on what occasions he had left an 
e^ at Napks, an aim in Lombard^, and a leg in 
the Low Conntnes. The most admirable drcum- 
stance in all his nairatiree of battles and deges was, 
that not a single featare of the swaggerer peeped out ; 
not a word escaped him to his own honor and glory ; 
though one could readily have forgiven him for mak- 
ing some little display of tbe half which was still £z- 
taut of himself) as a set-off against the diluiidations 
idiich had deducted so laigely &om the usual coi^ 
texture of a man. Offiows who return from tiuar 
campaigns without a scratch upon their aMa, or a 
love-lock out of place, are not always so humble in 
their pretensions. 

But he told me that what gave him most uneaai- 
neea was tbe having wasted a considerable portion 
of his private fortune on military oljects, so that he 
had not more than a hundred ducats a year letl — a 
poor establishment for such a pair of whiskers, a 
gentleman's lodging, and an amanuraisiB to multiply 
memorials by wholesale. For, in point of fact,-n:qr 
wtnthy friend, added he, shrugging bis shoulders, 
I present one, with a blessing on my endeavors, eveiy 
day, and the last meets with tbe same attention as 
the first. You would say that it was an even .bet 
between the prime minister and me, which of ns two 
■hall be tired first, the memoriaUet or the receiver 
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<f Um awmornb. I hm» oftan had tke faoBOr, tao» 
of addreaung the king <n the aame nlgect; bat 11m 
reotor and hu conte nj gnrae in the mhw key ; aad 
in thft niMii tims my nmtlft of ChindnllR w ^^^"f 
to roin fiur want of neoeaNry nptin. 

Faint hflait nercr won fiur lady, aaid I moat wia»^ 
fy to the c^ptaini you an ^tximpt on tho ere <^ 
finding all your marchea and countenoaiohQa n|iaid 
11^ nnny. I most not flatter mjadf with that 
[deanng expectation* answend Don Annibal. It Ja 
hot three days since I apoika to one of the miniater'a 
aeeretaries ; and if I am to trust hia n^preeentataona* 
I Itave only to hold ap my bead and look big. Wliat, 
then, did he say to yoa? cqilied I. Had thoaa poor 
danb mootlw, yoor womds, no eloqafuce to wiing s 
hireling pittance fixr tlteir |aofiue expense of blood? 
Yon aball judge for yourself, teaumed Chinchilla. 
This secretary told me in good plain tenna. My hon- 
est Snaxd, yoa need not boast so much of your zeal 
and yoor fiddity; you have only done your duty 
in ezposiBg yourself to danger for your oountzy. 
Naked ^orj is the troe and honorable recompenaa 
of gallant actions, and as such is the prize at which 
a Spaniard aims. Yoa therefore argue on fiJse prin- 
oiplee, if yoa consider the bountjr you soUdt as a 
d^. In case it should be granted, you will owe 
that &Tor exclusively to the royal goodnesS} wludi« 
in its extreme condescension, requites those (^ ita 
sul^ects who have eorred the state valiantly. Huia 
you see, pursued the ci^)tain, that if I had a hnndrad 
lives, they are all pledged, and that I am likely to ga 
back as hungry as I came. 
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CBARACTsa or na oaptjun. aOT 

AbiKniDKnindittxeu is the mast tnachbi; ob< 
jaet in this worid. I exhoEted liim to itkik clow, 
md flfficed to write hii nwrnorials out fiur for notb- 
vag^ I eren went ao Cur as to open my puree to 
hkn, and to b^ it u a finxor that he would draw 
npon me 6x iriiaterer lie wanted. Bot lie waa not 
one of thoae folks wlio never wait to be asked twice 
on nob oooanons. So nmch ihe reverse, tbat with 
a oonunendable delicacy on the sobject, he thanked 
me for my kindness, but refosed it peremptorily. 
He afterwaidi told me that, for fear of ^Kinging upon 
any one, he had aoonstomed himself, by little and 
Utde, to live with such sobriety, that the amaUeet 
qoantt^of food was sofficient fn- his sobsietence; 
wbidiwas but too true. His duly fiu« was confined 
to Ttgetsbles, by dint whereof his oonq>onent parts 
were confined to skin and bone. That he might 
have DO witnesses how ill he dined, he osnally shot 
himself op in his chamber at that meal. I prevailed 
■0 &r with him, however, by repeated entreaties, as 
to obtain that we should dine and enp tog^her ; 
Utea, andetmintng his jwide by little indirect artifices 
of compassion, I ordered more [Kovision and wine 
than I could eonsome to my own share. I pressed 
him to eat and drink. At first be made difficdties 
about it ; but in the end there was no resisting my 
hospitality. After a time, bis nwdesty bectmung 
Winter as hia diet was more flash, he helped ms <^ 
with mydimwr and lig^itened my bottle almostwilh- 
out asking. 

One dj^, after four or five glasMS, i^mb haa 
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Btomaoh had renewed ita intnaacy viA a mine 
generonB system of feeding, he stud to me with an 
air of gsjety, Upon my word, Signor Gil Blaa, yoa 
have very winning ways with you ; you make me do 
just whatever you please. There is Bomething so 
hearty in your welcome as to relieve me from all 
fear of treepaseing on your generous temper. My 
ct^rtain seemed at that moment so entirely to have 
got rid of his beshfulness, that if I had beai in tlie 
humor to have seized the lucl^ moment, and to have 
pressed my purse tmoe more on his aooeptance, I am 
much mistaken if he would have rriosed it- I did 
not put him to the trial, but rested satisfied with 
having made him my messmate, v^ tnfcpn ibo 
trouble not only to copy out his ntemoriab, but to 
assist him in their composition. By dint of having 
written homilies out &ir, I had learned the faiadk of 
phraseology, and was become a sort of author. The 
old officer, on his side, had some little vani^ about 
wiiting well. Both of us thus contemding for the 
prize, the bursts of eloquence would have donehooor 
to the most celebrated professors of Salamanca. But 
it was in vain that we sat on opposite sides of the 
I table, and drained our genius to the very dr^a, to 
nourish the flowers of rhetoric in these memorials ; 
you mi^t as well have plated an orange-grove on 
the sea-beach. Ja whatever new light we placed 
Don Annibsl's services, it was all the same at oouit , 
the oonncHseeuis were decided about their merit ; bo 
that the battered veteran had no reason to sing the 
praises of that spirit which leads officers on to spend 
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tlidr ^mily estatoa in the service. In tlie virulence 
of luB spleen he coned die planet under ivhicfa he 
WHS l>om, and sent Naples, Lombard^, and the Low 
Conntries to the devil. 

That his mortification might be pressed down and 
nmnihg over, it h^)pened to his &oe one day that a 
poet, introdac«d by the Duke of Alva, having 
rotated a sonnet befi»e the king on the birth ti an 
infanta, was gratified with a pension of five hundred 
dncats. I believe the lop-limbed captain would have 
gone raving mad at it, if I had not taken some pains 
to reocnnpease his spirit. What is the matter with 
you? said I, seeing him quite beside himself. There 
is nothing in all this which ooght to go so terribly 
against the grun. Ever since Mount Pamaasus 
0wdled above the sutgect plain, have not poets 
[beaded ^ privilege of laying princes onder con- 
trihnticm to thdr muse ? Tbean is not a crowned 
head in Christendom that has not substituted a 
pensioned laureate for the household fool of less re- 
fined times. And between ourselves, this species of 
patronage, for the most part, galloping down fiill 
drive to posterity on the saddle of P^iasns, raises a 
hue and cry in honor of royal munificence ; but 
bounty to persons who are lost in a crowd, however 
deserving, adds nothing to the bulk or stature of 
posthumous renown. Augustus must have drained 
his treasury by gratuities, and yet how few of the 
names on his pension list have come down to us t 
Bat distant ages shall be informed, as we are, in all 
the hyperbole of poetic dictitm, that his benefits 
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detoeoded on VirgA fiks the nin from beKnn, wlun 
dnoM ■ritfanxiiii hat no oombiiistioiifl to oomd, ik> 
priooiplet hy wfaick to reMoa on tbeir mmJier. 

Bat let me talk ever bo dasaioMlljto Don ATiniM, 
tbere wia • oonfbimdsd acidity in that sonnflt wfaich 
curdled all the mill^ ingredtentH of his monl com- 
pootionj it was impcwaible to chew, swallow, and 
digeat such food with Imnan orgaaa; indlninB 
fiilly determined to gire the Toatbex np at oooe. It 
aeensd right, nevertbeleaa, fay way of [^ying for Ub 
last atalce, to present one more memorial to the 
Duke of Xjcnna, and if that &iled there was an end 
of the game. For this pnipoM we went tc^;edier to 
the prime mimatar'B. There we met a yotmg man, 
who, after salnting iJie cairtun, said to him in a tone 
of affection, My old and dear master, is it yonr own 
self that I see? What bnonas tring^ yon t» ^m 
mart of &TorP If yon have oocaeion tor any one to 
speak a good word for yon, do not qwzc my lungs ; 
th^ are enljbnely at yoor sernoe. How is this, 
Pedrillo ? answered the officer ; to hear yon talk, it 
should seem as if yon held some important poat in 
this house. At least, replied the yoni^ man, I 
hare infincmce enou^ here to pot an honest rustic 
like yon into the right train. That bdng the case, 
resmned the oapttain with a smile, I place myself 
tmder yonr protection. I accept the |dedge, tejoinad 
Pediillo. Yon hs?e oidy to acquaint me with yoor 
particular taste, and I engage to gire yooaamay 
jUoe out of the miniBtsrial pasty. 

We had no sooner cqpcned oarmbtds to lUi yoong 
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ti3iaw, ao fiiU of Iditd Mautanoes, Htsa lie iaqidnd 
where Don A-nwihiJ reaided ; then, pronunng that 
fre ahould hear fitan fann on the fbUowuig da^, he 
Txniahed without infimnins na T^tnt he meant to do, 
or evsa telling m whelher he bdonged to the Duke 
of Lerma's bouaehold. Z was curious to know what 
thia Fediillo waa, whoae tnrn of mind qipeared to be 
ao biiak and aotiTB. He is s farsre lad, said ihe 
c^rtahii who wwted on me same years ago, but find- 
ing me out st elbows, went away in aeenh of a 
better aervioe. Hiare waa no ofEence to me in all 
that ; it is TEiy natural to diange vhea one cannot 
be worse off. Ihe creature ia pleaaant enoo^, not 
ddJdent in paita, and hi^py in a spirit of intrigue 
which would iriieedlfl with the deyil. But notwith- 
jtsnding all bit fine pretence, I am not sangiune in 
my Teckoning on the zeal he hai iuat b»tifiwl for me> 
Ferhiqw, aaad I, tiure may be some piansibility in 
his deeigna. Bhimld he be a retainer, for example, 
to any of the dnhe's principal officoa, it will be in 
hie power to aerro you. You hare lived too long in 
the w<kU not to know that in great Lousea evoy 
thing is done by party and cabal ; that the maatere 
aie gorenied by two or three uji^ier aervanta about 
their peraana, who, in thair torn, are goremed by 
&at moltitode of wwiaU attendant upon ihem. 

On the nest momiog we aaw PedriDo at our 
breakfiwt table. Grcntlemen, eud he, if I did not 
esplaia mysdf yeatenfa y as to my meana of serring 
Captan CSuBchilla, it wm becanae we wen not in a 
plaoo when .aneb • o nui i i i Biiin a tio n eotdd be made 
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witli safety. BeeideB, I was duposed to ascertain 
whttlier the thing was feasible, before yon were 
made parties in it. Undorstaiid, then, that I am 
the confidential servant of Signor Don Bodrigo de 
CflUerona, the Duke of Lerma's first secretaiy. My 
master, who is miv^ addicted to women, goes almost 
ereiy evening to snp with a little Arragonian night- 
ingale, whom he heeps in a cage near the purlieos 
of "the court. She is quite a young girl &om 
Albaiazin, a most lovely creature. She has some 
wit as well as beauty, and sings enchantingly ; they 
call her ihe ^anish Siren. I am the bearer of 
some tender inquiries every morning, and am just 
come Scom her. I have proposed to her to pass off 
Signer Don Annifaal for her uncle, and the object of 
the forgery is to engage her lover in his interests. 
She is very willing to lend her aid in the bnaineas. 
Bemdes some little commission to which she hxJcs 
fiirward on the profits, it vrill tickle her vanity to be 
taken for the niece of a military man. 

Signer de Chindiilla looked very grim at this sug- 
gestion. He declared his extreme abhorrence oC 
becoming a party concerned in a mere swindling 
trick, and still more of adopting a female adventurer, 
no better than she should be, into his fitmily, and 
thus casting a stain upon its immaculate purity. It 
was not only for himself that he felt all this si 
there vras a recoil of ignoiniay on his i 
which would l&y their honors level widi the dust, 
^lis moriiid delicacy seemed out of season to Fe- 
driUo, who could not help e^nessing his contempt 
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of it t^kOB : Yon most nirtly be out of tout wit* to 
take the lostter up on that footing. A fine market 
you bring yonr monk to, you dictators from the 
jdon^, with your ridicnlone BqueamuhnesB I Now 
yon seem a good sensible man, appealing to me as he 
spoke theae last words. Can you believe your ears 
when yon hear such scmples advanced? Heaven 
defend U5 1 At court, of all the places in the world, 
to look at morak through a microscope 1 I^et For- 
tone oome under what haggard form she may, they 
hug her in their arms, and swear she is a beauty. 

Mj way of AinlHng was predsely with FedriQo, 
and we dinned it so stoutly into both the o^ttain's 
ears, as to nuike him the Spanish Wren's unole 
against nature and inclination. When we had so 
&r prevailed over his pride, we all three set about 
drawing up a new memorial for the minister, i^iich 
was revised, with a copious int^ladng of additions 
and oorrectious. I then wrote it out &ir, and Pe- 
driUo carried it to the Arragonian chantreBS, who 
that very evening put it into the hands of Siguor Don 
Bodrigo, telling her story so artlessly that ihe secre- 
tary, really supposing her the captain's nieoe, 
promised to take up his case. A few days after- 
wards we relied the fruits of our little project, 
Fedrillo came back to our house with the lo% air 
of a benefkctor. Good news, said he to Chinchilla. 
Tite king is going to make a new grant of oflicen, 
places, and pensions ; nor will your name be for- 
gotten in the list. Bat I am specially canumssioued 
to iaquira what preaent yoa purpoae making to tbe 
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SpMuih nreD( (of tut |Nfpc unit m pwQ< Am to 
inyMlf , I TOW and ■pntetb that I wiU not take a 
fitrtfaiiig ; the p bwu re of hBTing oontaribotfld to patdi 
up my (rid niMtoi'i brtAm furtuiMs ii more to me 
th» all die ingob of ti» Indiee. fiirt it is not {v»- 
cbelj BO witk oar igrmph of Albamin : abe bu a 
bttile Jewish bkwd to plead -mhea the Cbristiaii |h«- 
oept of loving ber neigjibor as beieelf is praadied 
1^ to ber. 8i» would piok her own natoral fiAa^ 
pocket ; ao judge 70a wheflier the would be abtrro 
making a bargain with a travdling ancle. 

Sbe has only t» name her own terms, aaawered 
Dtm Ann^Ml. Whatever mf penricn may be, she 
■hall have the thiid of it ammally if abe pleases ; I 
wiQ pledge my wud for It ; and tbat ]»oportioB 
«nght to BBtisfy her craving, if his Catholio Mi^eaty 
had settled his irtwle exchequer on me. I wooM aa 
Boon take your word aa your bond, for my own part, 
rqklied the nimbIe4boted messenger of Don Bodrigo ; 
I know that it wfll ataud the asBay ; but yoa have to 
deal with a Htde creature wbo knows boisdf, and 
natunlly BiqipoBee that At knows all the net of tibe 
woHd ^3y the same token. Besides, she would Uke 
better to take it in die hnnp ; two tlurda to be paid 
down, in ready iwmey. Why, now how the devil doea 
she mean that! should get tJiewfaenwilhal? bawled 
tlte ciqitain, in « quandary. Doea she t^ me for aa 
aoditor of public aooonnts, or treasurer to a chaii^? 
You cannot have made her acquainted widi my dr> 
onmatanoea. Tee, bat I bave, replied FedriUo ; die 
knows Toy wdl dot you an potaw than Job [ after 
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what the Iws head from me, als could think no 
otherwue. Bat do not maks younelf vauaaef ; ny 
brain is never at a loaa for bil expedient. I know 
an old Booundrel of a nearer, who will tab ton per 
oent. ifheoaagfltmmcn. Yon mnet aeaign yoor 
£rat year'e poiaion to him, in acknowledgnMBt fin* a 
Hke valuable oonaideration from him, which 70a wiD 
in point of fiwt reoeive, onlj dedncting the iUmt^ 
tnentimed internet. Aa to eee urily , the laider wiS 
take 70nr castle at Chinchilla, ibr want of better^ 
ihera will be no diepnte about tbat. 

The captun declared his readineai to accept Ae 
leime, in ease of bis being ao fbrtmiate astoposMM 
any beneficial intereet in tlie good thingi to be ginn 
mrvf the next morning. It happened acoordii^ly. 
He got a gOTcnnnent with a pennon of three hun- 
dred pistoka. Aa aoon as the news came, he eigned 
and sealed a* teqoired, aettlBd his little oonoems ia 
town, and wmt off again for New CastiUe wiA a 
bdaaoe of aonie few jnabdes in hia &Tor. 



CBAFTE& Xm. 

mt atjM coMta ACMoaa sn hxam nax» rABKJcm at 

COVMT. tMMAf MtOTAMT 9X MOtM KaMM. •TmiT ASJOVMM 
TOVtTSKM. *n OOMfAMX MQItBl MVT WBUM CaMTEMg^ 

nos IS too costosa 10 ax anticipatxd. 

I HAD fn*tmt4tA a habit of going to llw tojal 
pawM vmj luofimig, when I loongMd wm^ Xm^t 
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tbieiB good hours in aeeing the good people pass to 
and' &o ; bdt their aspect wh lew impoaiiig there 
than in other places, as the lesser stars turn pale in 
the preeence of the son. 

One day, as- 1 was walking back and fiirci and 
strutting about the UMrtments, maViTig abont as 
wise a figure there as my neighbors, I spied out 
Falmcio, whom I had leA at Valladolid in the ser- 
vice of a hospital director. It raiprised me not a 
little that he wu chatting fiuniliarty widi the Duke 
of Medina Sidonia and the Marquis of Santa Cmz. 
Hose two noblemen, if my senses did not deceive 
me, were listening with admiration to his prattle. 
To crown the whole, he was as handsomely dressed 
as a grandee. 

Surely I most be mistaken I thonght I. Oan this 
posuhly be the son of Kunez the barber ? Mor« 
likely it is some young courtier who bears a strong 
resemblance to him. But my sospense was of no 
long duration. Hie patty broke up, and I accosted 
Fabrido. He knew me at once ; took me by the 
band, and after pressiiig throu^ the crowd to get 
out of the predncts, sud, with a hearty greeting, 
My dear Gil "BHaa, I am delighted to see yon 
agun. Wltat are you doing at Madrid? Are yon 
sdU at service? Some place about the court, per- 
hapa? How do matters stand with youF Let me 
into the histwy of all that has h^>pened to you since 
your prec^Htate flight from Valladolid. You ask a 
great iiumy'qiiesticnu in a breath, replied I ; and we 
.am not ia.a_fit place fiff stray-telling. Ton are in 
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the right, Knswered he ; we shall be better at home. 
Come, I will show yo\k the way ; it is not iar henoe. 
I am quite toy owa master, with all my com&rta 
aboat me ; perfectly easy as to the mun chance, with 
a lig^t heart and a happy temper ; because I am Aa^ 
termined to see erory thing on the bri^t side. 

I accepted the proposal, and Fabrido escorted me. 
We stopped at a house of magnificent appearance, 
where he told me that he lived, l^ere was a court 
to cross ; on one side it had a grand staircase lead- 
ing to a suit of state apartments, and on the other 
a small fli^t, dark and narrow, whither we betook 
oarselvefl to a residence derated in a different sense 
from what he had boasted. It coneisted of « angle 
room, which nry contriving fiiend had divided jnto 
four by deal partitionB. 'Die first served as an ante- 
chamber to the second, where he lay ; of the third he 
made his closet, of the last his kitchen. The cham- 
ber and antechamber were papered with maps, and 
many a sheet of philosophical discussion ; nor was the 
fumitore \iij any means unsuitable to the hangings, 
'[niere was a large brocade bed much the worse, for 
wear ; tawdry old chairs with coarse yellow cover- 
ings, fringed with Grenada silk of the same oolof ; a 
table with gilt feet, and a cloth over it that oncq as- 
[nred to be red, bordered with tinsel and embroidery 
tarnished by that old corroder, time ; with an ebony 
cabinet, ornamented with figures in a clumsy taste 
of sculpture. Instead of a oonvenient desk, he had 
« small table in his do»et ; and his library was made 
up with some few books, and a great many bundles 



Digmzefl by Google 



of paper nmigad on abeLvea one above the oOer 
dn wlials length of the nU. Hie Ubdiea, too 
■Mdeattopnt the net of tiw aBteblah gn mt oat of 
oonntcBanoe, oJiibitBd a fri^^ iw c i t m att of endt- 
envare and otbv nace— ry iif^ilfniwiti of oodcMy. 

Fabrido, when he had allowed ne kisarc to pht- 
loacpUza <» his domeatic aataganaOa, begged t» 
know nqr opinion of hia t^iaitmatt* and his house- 
kequng, and wbether I waa not endiaiited widk 
them. Yce> beywid all manaer of doubts anawered 
I, with a TogniidL smils. Yon mtut have i^^iBed 
yoar wita to a good pvpoae at Madrid, to have got 
ao well aeoo u tred. Of coorae jou have aosM po^ 
Heaven p r e a er v B me from any thing of the aort 1 le- 
plied he. My line of life ia &r above all politicid 
iritTiiitmi° A nan of rank, to whom thia honae 
belonga, baa given me a room in it, whence I hvn 
ooDtrived to pieoa oat aauitoffimr, fitted up inaoob 
taate aa you may aes. I devote my time to no em- 
plty^mcnta but -what are jnat to my fim^, and new 
feel what it is to want. T^i'^f^i" yonndf more in- 
tcJUgibly, said I, intvrupdng him. You act me all 
agi^ to be let into your little aErangemaite. Wdl 
dien I aakl he, I will rid you of that devil corioeifrr 
at ottoe. I have oommenoed author, have planged 
keadtoDg into the ocean of literature; vene and 
pnae nm equally gbb; in abort, I am a jack <tf all 
trades to the nuaes. 

What t yoa bonnd in aokmn league and oovenaat 
toApoDo? exdaimed I, with moat intolerable langh- 
tar. Nothing imder a pntpheCoould ever have aid»> 
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liXMtwl tUi. I jinoU bkva been Ian iiiipiiwri at 
u^ other tfufimni i ti oo. Wliat ponible ^eS^atM 
hne 70a had the ingenuily to detect in tfaa nigged 
landsoBpe of KiciuaHiiB? It alioald nem as if the 
Iflboren there have a very poor taking in civil lift* 
and feed on a ooone diet witbonl aaaoe. Out t^oa 
yoa t ciied he, in dodgvon at the hint. Yoa ara 
taUdng of thoee pahay anthors, wliaBa ynxAa woA 
even their penwis are under the thnmb a£ bookseQ- 
en and playen. la it any wonder that fniteis 
rfwtArr soch cirCHmstanocs ahaold be h "^ dbeap? 
But the good onea, my foeod, are im. a better foot- 
ing in the world ; and I think it may ba affiimedt 
Tani^ ^Mrt, that my name ia to be fixmd in their 
lilt. Queationloaa, aaid I, talfoita like 701m are 
conrertdble to erery pnrpose; oompOBidoDA from 
aoch a pen are not likely to be inriiod. Bat I am 
on the raek to know how this rage for fnunng with 
inky weapons could have seit€d thee. 

Tour wonder and alarm Jus mind in it, replied 
Munea. Z was ao well pleased with my sitnation in 
the service of Signw Mannel Ordonnez, that I had 
DO hankering after ai^ other. But my geaius, like 
that c£ FlaQtcs, being too big^Mnioded to contract 
itself within the sphere of menial occnqwdons, I 
wrote a play, and got it acted by a company then 
perfinming at Valladolid. Thoogh it was not worth 
the paper it was scxawled upon, it had more anooeas 
than many better pieces. Henoe concloded I that 
the public was a silly faiid, and would hatch any eggs 
that wen pot under it. That modeatdiaooreiy, with 
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the ootuequent msdnflw ofinceaunt compontion, 
alienated n^ affectunu fit>m the hospital. The love 
of poeby being ■trongor thin the desire of accamn- 
lation, I determined on repwriag to Madrid, as the 
centre of every thing disdngniahed, to form my taste 
in that school. The first thing was to give Hie gor- 
emcMT warning, who parted with me to his own great 
sonow, from a sort of afiecdon the result of sim- 
3ar propensities. Fabrioio, said he, what possible 
groond can yon have for discontent? Kope at all, 
nr, I replied ; yon are die best of all possible ma^ 
ters, and I am deeply impressed with your kind 
treatment ; but you know one must follow wither^ 
soever the stars ordain. I foe! the sacred fire w^hin 
me, on whose aspiring element my name is to- be 
wafted to posterity. What confounded nonsense I 
rejoined tbe old fellow, whose ideas were all peco- 
niary. You are already become a fixture in the hos- 
{Htal, and are made of a metal which may easily be 
manu&ctnred into a steward, or by good luck even 
into a governor. Yon are going to give up the great 
object of life, and to flutter about its frippery. So 
much the worse for you, honest friend t 

The governor, seeing how fruitless it was to stni^ 
gle with my fixed resolve, paid me my wages, and 
made me a present of SSty ducats as an acknowledg- 
ment c^ my services. Thus, betweem this supply 
and what I had been able to son^ together out <^ 
some little ammiisBions, which were assigned to me 
from an opinion of my disinterestedneea, I was in 
dicumstaocea to mate a very, pretty iq>pearance on 
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107 aniral at Madrid ; which I was not n^ligent in 
doing, though the titeraiy tribe in our countiy are 
not oTer-^onctiliotu about decen<7 or cleanliness. 
I soon got acquunted with Lope de Vega, Cervan- 
tes, and the whole set c^ them ; bat though the^ 
were fine fellows, and thou^t so b^ the public, I 
chose tar mj model, is preference, Don Lewis de 
Gongora the incomparable, a youDg bachelor of 
Cordova, decidedly the first genius that ever Spain 
produced. He will not suffer hie works to be printed 
during his lifetime, but confines himself to a private 
oommunioaiion among hia friends. What is very 
remarkable, natnre has gifted him with the uncom- 
mon talent of succeeding in every department of 
poetry. His priadpal excellence is in satire ; there 
he outshines himself. He does not resemble, like 
LudliuB, a muddy stream with a slimy bottom ; but 
is rather like the Tagns, rolling its transparent waters 
over a golden sand. 

You give a fine description of this badielor, said I 
to Fabricio ; and questionless a character o£ such 
merit must have attracted an infinite deal of envy. 
The whole gang of authors, answered he, good and 
bad equally, are open-mouthed agunst him. He 
deals in bombast, says one ; aims at double mean* 
ings, luxuriates in metaphor, and affects transposi- 
tion. His verses, says another, have all the 
obscuri^ of' those which the Salian priests used to 
diaut in their processions, and which nobody was 
the wis^ for hearing. There are othen who impute 
it to him as a fiuilt, to have exercised his geniua at 
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me tiau iki aonliflts or fMklladt, Ht utoUMT ia pl^ 
writing, in iMroid BtttaXM, «iid in minor t^heta of 
wit alteraatety, M if he had nuidlj ta^fl tqton hhif 
■elf to edipM the best writers eadi in their own 
&rorit« w«lk. Bet all these thrttttM of jealooay •» 
*uoce«fli% parried, where &fe Uhn, which ia Ifaeir 
tnarit, becomes the idol of the great and of the mul- 
titude ab once. 

U&dV BO able a master did I aOrA 107 ^bprCA- 
tke^p I and, vani^ apart, thd precqitor Was re^ 
fleeted in the disciple. So h^^nly did I oabih his 
kpirit) that by thifl time he would not be aahalned %b 
own Home ^ m^ det*dted piacM. Man his ex-- 
Aifaple, I tsKtrf inj goods to market at great houieA, 
where tiw Ud£ng is eager, and tb« Sagaoily of tfa« 
bidders not dU&cult to matoh. It is tru«that I hav« 
k Tory insinuiOing talent at r«dtaticm, whidi plaoe« 
tsxy eompoaitioas in no disadvanti^MBfl ligfat> Ln 
short, I am the dear delight of thA nobility, and Ut* 
ib the most partioolar intimKCy with the Duke of 
Medina Sidonia, jnst as HonKM UB«d to lite with bi< 
jony companion Miaoanas. By taoh ooajoratloa and 
mi^^ magic liave I Won the "akaxi tiS kuthor. Yea 
SM tiw method lies within a narrow Mn^iasst IS'ow* 
Gil Bias, it is your tuiti to deliver a round Udvar- 
ni^ed tnle of yoar exploita. 

On this hint I Ipake ; a&d* bnlite mOst attrabors* 
gave all the imp<»tant partioulars, passing li^dy 
over minttta and tireamne tvotamstanoea. The aotioa 
(rftaUsag, long continued, puts cme ia aii&d vi din- 
ing. His ebony dalnoet, which served for larder, 
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pantry, aad all poaeSble vat», wm nauacted tor 
iM^AiiM, bread, a dionlder of mutton &r gone in a 
dsolbe, with its but and best oontento, a botde of 
excellent wine ; to that we eat down to table in high 
q»rits, aa friends aire wont to do after a long aepaxa- 
tiim. Yoa observe, and he, thia free and independ* 
tat noanner of life. I mi^ find a plate laid fer 
me eraT-day, iflcduiseit, ia the very first houses { 
but, besides that die muse often pays me a fisit and 
drtaina me within doors, I have a little of Arist^ipas 
in my nature. I eaa pass with equal relish from the 
great and busy world to my retreat, from all ^ 
nsonrces of luxury to the simplicity of my own 
frugal board. 

The wine was so good that we eDcroached T^K>n 
a secoitd bottle. As a relish to our fruit and cheese, 
I beg^;ed to be &TOTed with the sig^t of something, 
the oflipring of his inspired moments. He imme- 
diately rummaged among his jaipen, and read me a 
\ Sonnet with much energy of tone. Yet, widi all the 
adrantage of accent and exporearion, there was soioe- 
thing so nnoouth in the arrangement as to baffle all 
oonjectnre about the meaning. Be saw how it 
puzzled me. T\aa sonnet then, said he, is not quite 
level to yonr comprehension I Is not dut the &ct? 
I owned that I should have preftrred a constructaon 
somewhat less forced. He b^^ langfaing at my 
rustici^. Well then, replied he, we will say Uiat 
this scHUtet would confrtse clearer heads than thine ; 
it is all the better for dat. Sonnets, odes, in short, 
all oomposttioos winch partake of the sublime, are of 



Digmzefl by Google 



8g4 °^ '^^ 

eooiW iba reverse of 1^ simple and uatanl ; ^Mey 
tX9 eoTAloped ia clouds, and tlieir tJnTTmim oon- 
■titateB their grandeur. Let tbs poet only fiotcy 
^ ^^ he undsntaDds himself, no matter whether hie 
reodos undentaod him or not. Yon are laughing 
at me, mj fiiend, said I, interrapting him. Liet 
poetrjr be of what speciea it may, good sense and 
intelligible diction are essential to its powers of 
pleasing. If your peerless Grongora is not a little 
more lucid tlian yourself, I protest that his merit will 
never pass current with me. Such poets may entnq> 
their own age into applause, but will never live 
beyond it. Now let me have a taste of your |ffOse. 
Xnnez showed me a preface which he meant to 
prefix to a dramatic miscellany then in the press. 
He iniri"*^"^ on having my opinion. I like not your 
jnose one atom better than your verse, sud I. Your 
sonnet is a roaring deluge of emptiness ; and as for 
your pre&oe, it is disfigured by a phraseology stolen 
firom languages yet in embryo, by wordi not stamped 
in the mint of geoentl use, by oU the perplexity of a 
style that does not biow what to make of itself. In 
• word, the cwnposition is altogether a thing of your 
own. Our classical and standard books are written 
in a very different manner. Poor tasteless wretch I 
exclaimed Fabricio. You are not aware that every 
prose writer vriio aspires to the r^iutation of senti- 
ment and delicM7 ia these days, afiects this style of 
his own, tlieee perplexities and innovations wluch are 
a stumbling-block to you. Hiere are five or six of 
w, detomined reformers of our language, who have 
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} torn the Spanish idiom topBy-tany ; 
and with a Uessiiig on our endeavorB, we will pull 
it down aod build it up ^aini in defiance of Lope 
de Ve^, Cervantes, and all the host of wita who 
cavil at oar new modes of speech. Our party ia 
•troi^lj sapported in the &ahioni^e worid, and we 
have laid violent hands upon the pulpit. 

After all, continued he, our project ia commends 
ble ; for, to speak without prejudice, we have ten 
times the merit of ihose natural writers, who express 
themaelves just like the mob. I cannot conceive why 
so many sensible men are taken with them. It was 
all very well at Athens and at Borne, in a wild and 
undiatmguiBhing democrat^ ; and on that principle 
only could Socrates tell Alcibiades that the last 
appeal was to the people in all disputes about 
language. But at Madrid there is a polite and a 
vulgar usage, so that our courtiers talk in a different 
tongue from their tradesmen. You may assure yoar> 
self that it is so ; in fine, this newly invented style is 
oarryiog everything before it, and turning old nature 
out of doors. Nowl will explain to you by a single 
instanoe the difference between the elegance of our 
diction and the flatness of theirs. They would say, 
lor example, in plain terms, " Ballets incidental to 
the piece are an ornament to a play ; " but in our 
mode of expression, we eay more exquisitely, " Bal- 
lets incidental to the piece are the very life and 
aoul of the play." Now observe that phrase, life 
and aoul. Are you sensible how glowing it is, 
at the same time how desoiptive, setting before yoa 
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bU tbe motiaiu <^ the danoen, u on an intcOedml 
•toga? 

I brote in i^d laj Kfomer of Iingmge with n 
fauist of lao^ter. Gkt along with 700, Fabricao, 
■aid I; joa are a coxeonAof yonr own raaanfiMTtcre, 
with jour afiected finery of phraee. And joa, an- 
awered he^aiea blockhead of natnte'sclomsymonldt 
ing» with yata starch -tomplicitr. He then went 00 
tanntirg me with the Arcblaflhop of Grenada's txtJS^ 
banter on my diBnuBtion : " Get abont your bud- 
neu I Go and tdl xaj treasurer to paj joa. » hnn 
dred duCAtv, wid take my bleeaing in addition to thai 
fum. God speed yon, good maater Gil Bias I I 
heartily pny that you may do freU in the vodd I 
There is nothing to stand in yoor my but a little 
better taste." I roared ont in a still londer tx^h^ 
IBon of laughter at this hicky hit; and Fabricio, 
easily iqipeased on the aeore of impiety, aa mint* 
fested in the opinion expressed oonoeroing his writ* 
ings, lost nothing of his pleaoant and propitioaB 
ten^ter. We got to the bottom of oar seocsid bot« 
tie, and then rose from the table in fine oida fir so 
adventun. Our first intention was to see what waa 
to be seen vpoo. the IVado ; hnt passing in front c£ 
a liqoor-shop, it came into oar heads tlut we might 
as weB go in. 

Hie company was in general tolerabty select at 
tfiia house of call. T!b.en were two distinot apart* 
meats, and the pastime in each was of % rery op« 
poaite natam. One was devoted to games of ohaaea 
or skill, die other to li ia c stj and aasnlifioidiaoas- 
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son ; wad there irae fit that moment two clerer men 
bj profcNoioQ hwdling m argument most perti* 
BMOfOidyt be&n tot or twelve auditon deepljr 
iqtveftod in iht diwMHum. Tbsn waa no oeeaaion 
to join the (uiel4i beeause the met^ihyeioal thunder 
[)f tbrar logic made itself heanl ai » nore reapeetful 
diatance : the beat and paasloa with whu^ thia 
■batraet ,oontroT«r7 was muiaged made the two 
philoaopberq look l^tle better than madmen. A cer* 
tain EleMar mwd to cast out devila by tfiitg a ring 
to the pooe of the poaaeeaed : had theae learned awine 
been ringed in the pame manner, how many littlt 
impa would hare taken wing ont of their noetrila \ 
Aoffii and minirtera of grace defend na, aaid I ta 
0)7 oompantoQ : iritat ooiitoiii<Hia of geetnre, what 
cortrBngance of eiocutian I One might aa well 
tifgaa with the town crier. How little do we know 
our ptdnral calling in sooety I Very trsa indeed, 
aaawcrod b« > yon hare read of Norina, the Boman 
pawnbrpker, whoae limga went aa &r beyond the 
tattle of cJiariot whe^ aa hi* eonsdeaoe beyond the 
jnte of 1^1*1 intereat i th4 ^ovii moat certdnly have 
been tranqilapted Wto ^lain, and theae fellowa am 
lineal dtecendants. Bat the bopeleea pait of the 
CMS ia, that though ear organa of eenae are deafened, 
pat onderdandin^ are not invigorated at thrar exi 
penee. TVe ihoB^t it beat to mak<t our eaeape from 
theae braying meta^^ysiciaiia, and by that pmdent 
motion to avoid a hcfidsclio which waajuBt beginning 
to aquoy na, Ws wwt nai aeatad oondvaa ia a 
9«ner of tfw ftivr fiMin, whanoe, u me ai^ad eur 
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nfivaliing beverage, all conwn and goen were oh- 
nozioua to o«r criticiBm. l^imeK was aoqoainted 
with almost the whole set. Heaven and earth 1 ex- 
claimed he, the cUsh of philoBophj is as yet but in 
its b^inning ; firesh Teenfbroements are coming in oa 
both sidee. l^ioee three men, just on the threshold, 
mean to let slip the dogs of war. But do you see 
dioee two queer fellows gmng out? Tliat little 
svartiby, leathvHxtmplezioned Adonis, wiUi long, 
lank hur parted in the middle with matbematkaJ 
ezactneas, is Don Juliano de Villatmno. He is a 
young barrister, with more of the piig than the law- 
yer about him. A party of us went to dine with 
him the other day. The occupation we caught him 
in was singular enou^. He was amusing himself in 
his office wiUi ipftlHng a tall greyhound fetch and 
carry the briefs in the causes which were so unfor- 
tnnate as to have him retained ; and of eouree tlie 
canintf amicus curice set his fimgs indifierently into 
the flesh of plaintiff or defendant, tearing law, equity, 
precedent, and principle into shreds. That licentiate 
at his elbow, with jolly, pimple-spangled nose and 
cheeks, goes by the name of Don Cherulnno Tonto. 
He is a canon of Toledo, and the greatest fool that 
was ever suffered to walk the earth without a teeper. 
And jet he arrays his features in that sort of not 
qiute unmwiTimg Bmilc, that you would give inn^ 
credit for good sense as well as good hinnor. Ifia 
eye has the look of cunning if not of wisdom, and 
his laugh too much of sarcasm fer an absolute idiot. 
One would oonolode that he had a turn for mischieft 
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but kept it down &om principle and Ceding. If joa 
wish to take his opinion apon a work of genius, he 
wiU bear it read with so grave and rapt a silence, 
as nothing but de^ thought and acute mental cartti- 
cism could justiiy ; bat the truth is, that he compre- 
hends not one word, and therefore can have nothing 
to say. He was of the barrister party. There were 
a thoosand good things said, as there always must 
be in a profeasion&l company. Don Chembino added 
aoUung to the mass of merriment, but looked such 
perfect approbation at those who did, was so trac- 
table and complimentary a listener, that every man 
at taUe placed liim second in the comparative esti- 
nate <^ merit. 

Do you know, said I to Nimez, who dtose two 
fellows are, with dirty clothes and matted hair, their 
elbows on that table in the comer, and their cheeka 
upon their hands, whifi&ng foul breath into each 
odier's nostnls as they lay their heads together ? He 
told me that by their &ce8 they were strangers to 
him ; but that by physical and moral tokens they 
could only be cofiee-4iouee politicians, venting their 
spleoi against the measures of govenmient. But do 
look at that spruce spark, whistling as he paces up 
and down the other room, and balancing himself 
alternately on one toe and on the other. That is 
Don Augnatino Moreto, a young poet sufficiently of 
nature's mint and coinage to pass current, if flatter- 
ers and sdolists had not debased him into a mere 
coxcomb by their misplaced admiration. The man 
to whom he is going up with that &miliar shake by 
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the hand, is one 9f thq Mt who write vfrpei -and 
then oaU thonuelve^ po«ts; who dftun » apeakiBg 
'•oqoMatvpw with tM vuu^ii but pwer'wcare of thw 
prirsta psrtieoi 

Aothon upon ftnthon, nothing but suthorB I «Z'* 
ciniined be, pwiting out tm> d^thing bl^dva. On« 
would think ti»j had nude an appointToent on pur* 
poae to pwM ijL review befi^e yoq. Don Bornaidv 
Deakoguado And T>9^ Sebaataan of ViUa Vicioea I 
Hie fint ia » Tint^sr^var^d vintage of Farnaaflqa, 
» Mtiriet 1^ iTftdQ and oonq>ai^ ; he hataa all thf 
moid, nd w »ot Ukod the better for hi* taste. At 
for Don fiebaatiani he ia the pulk and honey of critn 
idem ; he would not have the gnih of iU-natQX« oi| 
hia coBBdenoe for iba tpuverpot He hm Jutt brou^ 
out aAunedy widtoot a dng}e idea, which has sots 
eaedad with an audieaee of tanUmwDt idea* ; wbA 
he haa just dow pnbliahed it te nndinUi^ hii Idbot 
ecDceu 

Gm^ots's eaadid pupil waa manisg on in his «** 
reer of banev<dent ^danation, when one 4^ the X>vk^ 
de Medina Stdoaia'a houMhold came iq> and aaid, 
Signor Dtm Fabrkio, laj lord duke wiahea to «peal( 
iridi joa. You will find him at home. Nunex, wh9 
knew that the wishes of a great lord could not be to9 
aooa gratified, left me without ceremony; bi«t ha le^ 
me in the utmost conatemalion. to hear him called 
Don, and thna ennobled, ia ^te of Uastar Qirjao^ 
torn the barber's escutcheon, who hid ib# hofua to 
call him ftthert 
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I TAB too bapfi7 ia I^abricio's society not to lumt 
him out ■{[wn earl; the next momiiig. Good d»r 
to yon, Signor Dob Fsbncio, said I on tnf fint j^h 
proAcb; it koou 70a u« the pidked aod ehoooa 
flower, or Tsther, MTing yma preeenee , Hait aond<H 
■cript ezcreeoeoce t£ the Aatnrwi nolality. Thuk 
MTca w n iLsd 00 other effect than to Mt lum Ungbing 
hewtilj. Then the tide of Dim irw not ioit upoit 
you I ezclwined ho. No, indeed, my noUe lord, 
aiuwend I ; and you wijl give me leave to tell you 
that yHmo yoB were reooontiiig' yoor tmtufbrmationa 
to me yesterday, you forgot the moat esbraoidinvy. 
Exactly ao, replied he ; but to ipeak aiDoeiely, if \ 
have taJun np that prefix of d^nity, it ia leaa la 
tickle my own Tanity, than in tendemeaa to that oS 
Dthers. Yon know what atoff the Spaniard ai« 
made of; an honeat nuui 19 bo honeet mail to tbei«» 
if Iw honor ia not bolstered op with eagitcheona, 
pedigree, and patrimony. I may tell yon, moreorer. 
that there an so many gentry, and very qaeer sort 
of gootry too, dubbed Don Fraaciaoo, Dtm Pedro, 
Don WhatMlo-yoiMalUdm, or Don Deril, that if 
they owe their ooats of arms to any herald but their 
own impodenee, modem nofaili^ ii a mera dreg in 
tfaa maiket, so that a plebeian of nature's CTnnHing 
eonfers iafiBita honor on the ppatarti of an aztiflaal 
cnation, by lierding with their order. 
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Bat let OS change the subject, added he. Last 
ni^t, sni^iiiig at the Duke da Medina Sidonia'a, 
irhere, among other company, we had Count Ghiliano, 
a great Sicilian nobleman, ihe conversation turned 
npon the ridiculous e^cts of self-love. Delighted 
at having a case in point by way of iOuatration, I 
treated them witli ihe story of the homilies. Yon 
may vrell suppose that there was a hearty langfa, and 
that the archbishop's dignity was not saved in ihe 
concussion ; bat the e^ct waa not amiss for yon, 
nnce the company felt for yoar situation ; and Count 
Oaliano, after a long string of questions, which of 
coune I answered to your advantage, oonunisriooed 
me to introduce you. I vras just now going to lo(^ 
aAer you (or that purpose. In all probability he 
means to offer you a situation as one of his secreta- 
ries. I advise yon not to hang back. The count is 
rich, and lives away at Madrid, on the scale of an 
ambassador. He is said to have oome to court on a 
negotiation with the Dnke of Lerma, respecting some 
crown lands which that minister t^inVn of aliflnwtJTig 
in Sidly. In one word, Count (Jaliano, though a 
Sicilian, has every feature of geaeroaty, lair deal- 
ing, and gentlemanly conduct. Yon cannot do be^ 
ter than get upon that noUeman's eetabUahment. 
In all probaUlity the flattering prophecy respecting 
you at Grenada is to be iulfilled in his person. 

It was my fuS determination, sud I to NoneK, to 
tike my swing about town and look at men and man*. 
ners a little, before the harness was buckled on my 
back again ; but you paint your Sicilian nobleman 
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in colon whicli fiiBciiute my imogiiutioD sod change 
jay pnrpoae. I should like to close with him at 
once. Yoa will do so very soon, replied be, ra: I 
am much deceived. We sallied forth together im- 
mediately, and went to the count's, who resided in 
the house of his friend, Don Saoclio d'Avila, the 
latter being then in the country. 

The courtr'Taid waa ovemm with pages and foot- 
msa in rich and elegant livaies, while the antecham- 
ber was blockaded by esquires, gendemen, and vari- 
9us officers of the household. Hiey were all as fine 
as possiUe, bat with so whimsical an assortment of 
features, that you mi^t have taken them fbr a clus- 
ter of monkeys dressed i^ to satirize the Spaoiafa 
&ihionB. Do what yoa will, there is a certain class 
of men and women in nature, whom no art can trick 
out into anything human. 

At the very name of Don Fabricio, a lane was 
fbnned for my patron, and I iollowed in the rear. 
Tint count was in his dressing-^wn, sitting on a 
B0& and taking his chocolate. We made our obei* 
sanoe in the most respectful maimer ; while an incli- 
nation <^ the head on his part, accompanied with a 
condescending smile, won my heart at once. It ja 
veiy wonderful, and yet very common, how the most 
trifling notice from the great penetrates tlie very soul 
of those who are not accustomed to it I They must 
have behaved like fiends before their behaviw will 
be complained of. 

After taking his diooolate, he recreated himself 
irid) the humors of a large ape, which underweitt 
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(henioiieofdqnii: wh^ the ape was made k gOd, at 
the god likened to an ^k, the pardae conoamed om 
best ABtwer ; the only point of resendtlaiioe Beamed 
to be miacliief. At all er«nt«, thia hairy htat of the 
■ylvaa Ventu had lo gambcdlcd himaelf into hie maa- 
tec'e good gncea, had eaUbliehed auch a chanwtef 
for wit aod bnmw, that the lift of aocie^ wae ex- 
tinguiihed in hia abeence. Am for Konez and my- 
aelf, thoogh we had a better turn for drolloiy^ we 
wen dunning enough to chime in with the prenuling 
taatst The Sicilian waa highly delighted with thii« 
and tore himaelf away for a moment from hia &Tar> 
itc pastime, just to tetl me, My Enaad, yon have onlf 
to say whether you choose to be one of my seereta- 
lies. If the situation suits you, the salary is two 
hnndnd justoka a year. If Don Fabricio gina yoo 
a character, that Ib enou^. Yes, my lord, cried 
Nanei, I am not such a cowardly fellow as Plato, 
who introduced one of his fiiends to Dionyaoa the 
^nntt and th«i waa afraid to baok hia own recom- 
mendation. But I have no anxiety about being re- 
proached on that head. 

I thanked the poet of the AsturiM with a low bow, 
fbr having ao much better an opinion of nw than 
Plato had of his friend. Then addzvssing my p»* 
tron, I assured him of my zeal and fid^ty. ISo 
Sooner did this good nobleman perceive his proposal 
to be Bccqitable, than be rang for his kteward, and 
after talking to him apart, said to ma, Gil Bias, I 
will BXplaiu the nature of your post hereafter. 
Muawiai*, you havq only to follow that ri^t haad 
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ttua af ulttB ; 1m liM hij ordttiB how to bestow yon. 
I inuMdiately ntreated, iMving Fabrioio behiad with 
tiw cotmt fend Copid. 

The stewudt who oaflM friun MeMma, at>d prored 
bj ill his actiOiiS that he cune thence, led the wi^ 
to hia own roont) orerwfaehning me all the whill 
with &e kiodnees of his reception. He sent iat the 
tailor who lived upoil the Bkirte of the household, and 
ordegred him to make me Out of hand ■ saaX. of eqtial 
magnificence with those of the joincipal affiowt. 
The tailor took mj measmv and withdrew. As to 
lodging, said the native of Meaaina, I know a room 
whkh will just suit you. Bat stajl Have you 
breakftsted? I answered in Uta negadre. O, poor 
shamefiused youth, replied he, why did not you say 
sop Come this way: I will iutrodUte yott where, 
thank heaven, you have only to ask and have. 

Bo saying, he let me down into the buttery, where 
We ftinnd the derk of the kitchen, who was a Kea- 
poHtan, and of coatee a complete match fbf hi* 
neighbor on llie other side of the water. It might 
be said of this pair that they were formed to meet bjr 
nature. This honest clerk of the Idtcben was doIn|^ 
jnatjce to his trade l^ aammifig himedf and five of 
six hangers on with ham, tongue, sausages, and other 
fiavory compositionB, which, besides their own r^Ish, 
possess the merit of engendering thirst : vre made 
ctmunon cause with these jolly fellows, and helped 
them to toss off some of my lord the count's best 
winee. While these things wa« going OB in the 
bottety, kindred es^tloha were petfimning in the 
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Idtohen. The oook, too, was regaling Uiree t^ four 
tradesmen of hie acquuntaoce, who liked good wine 
M well as ourselves, nor disdained to stuff their craws 
with meat pasties and game : the veiy scullions were 
at free quarters, and filched whatever they pleased. 
I fancied myself in a house given up to{dunderj and 
yet what I saw was compaiativelj fair and honest. 
Utese little festivities were laug^uag matters ; but 
the private trausactiona of the fiunilj were very 



CBAPTEB Xr. 



I VENT away to fetch my movables to my new 
tesidemce. On my return the count was at table 
with several noblemen and the poet Kunez, who 
«aUed about him as if perfectly at home, and took 
a principal share in the conversation. Ltdeed, he 
never opened his lips without ^iplanse. So much 
for wit 1 With that commodity at market, a man may 
pay his way in any company. 

It was my lot to dine with the gentionen of the 
househc^, who were served nearly as well as their 
employer. AAer meal-time I withdrew to mnunote 
on my lot. So far so good, Gil Bias ] said I to my- 
•elf: here you are in the family of a Sicilian coont, 
of whose character you know nothing. To judge by 
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>, you will be as much in yonr element u 
a duck apon die water. - But do not make too sure 1 
You ought to look askew -at your horoscope, whose 
nnkiDdly position ^u have too often e:q>erienced 
with a vengeance. Independent of that, it is not 
easy to conjecture what he means you to do. There 
are secretaries and a steward already : where caa 
your post be ? In all likelihood you are intended to 
manage his little private afiaire. Well and good I 
Hwre is no better luck about the house of a great 
nobleman, if you would travel post haste to make 
your fortune. In die performance of more honor- 
able services, a man gets <»i only st^ bj step, and 
even at that pace often sticks by the way. 

While these philosophical reflections were revolv- 
ing in my mind, a servant came to tell me that all 
the company was gone home, and that my lord the 
count was inquiring for me. I flew immediately to 
his apartment, where I found him lolling on the sofa, 
ready to take hie afternoon's nap, with his monkey 
by his Bide. - 

Come nearer, GU Bias, said he ; take a chair, and 
hear me attoitively. I placed myself in an attitude 
of profound listening, when he addressed me as fol- 
lows : Don Fabrido has informed me jhat, among 
other good qualities, you have that of sinoere attach- 
ment -to your masters, and incorruptible int^rity. 
These are my indnoements fbr proposiog to take you 
into my service. I stand in need of a fiiend in a 
domestio, to espouse my interests and apply his whole 
heart and bouI to the refinm of my establiahmept.- 
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M^ fortune ia large, it moat be oonfesaed, bat n^ 
ezpeDditure &r exceeds my inoome ereryyeir. And 
how bappenfl that ? Because they rob, raneack, and 
devour me. 1 mi^ as well be in a forest in&sted 
1^ booditd, as an inhabitant of my own house. I 
suspect the cleik of the kitchen and mj etewaid of 
playing into cme another's hands ; and unless my 
thoughts are unjnst as well as uncharitable, th^ aiv 
pushing forward as &st as they can to ruin me be- 
yond ledemptimi. Yon will ask mo what I have to 
do but send them packing, if I think them sooandrela. 
But then where are others to be got of a better 
breed ? It wiU be sufficient to place them under the 
eye of a man who shall be invested with the ri^itof 
oontn^ vnx their conduct ; and you have I chosen 
to execute this commission. If you discharge it 
well, be assured that your services will not be rqisid 
with ingratitude. I shall take care to provide you 
with a very comfortable settlement in Sicily. 

^^ith thta he dismissed me, "■"'i that very eveningi 
in the presence of the whole household, I was pro- 
claimed principal manager and surveyor^neral of 
the femily. Our gentlemen of Messina and Ni^lee 
e^iressed no particnlar chagrin at 6rst, because th^ 
considered me as a spark of mettle like their own, 
and took it for granted, that thou^ the loaf was to 
be shared with a third, there would always be cut 
and come again for the triumvirate. But they looked 
inex{n«8sU)ly foolish the next day, when I declared 
myself in serious terms a decided enemy to all pecu- 
lation and underitand dealing. E^mn the oitxk of 
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the kitchen I required the buttery acconuts without 
Tarnish or oonceahnent. I went down into dte cel- 
Ifu:. The furniture of the butler's pantry underwent 
a strict exaaunation, particularly in the articles of 
plate and linen. Next I read them a serious lecture 
on the duty of acting for their employer as they 
would for themselves; exhorted them to adopt a 
system of economy in their expenditure ; and wound 
np my harangue with a protestation that his lordship 
should be acquunted with the very first instance of 
any im&ir tricks that I shonld discover in the exeio 
dse of my office. 

Bat I had not yet got to the length of my tether. 
lliere was still wanting a scoat to ascertain whether 
they had any private uoderetanding. J fixed upon a 
■cullion, who, won over by my promises, told me 
that I could not have applied to a better person to 
be inibrmed of all that was passing in the fiunily ; 
that the clerk of the kitchen and the steward were 
one as good as the other, and agreed to bum the 
candle at both ends ; that half the provisions booght 
for the table were made perquisites by these gentle- 
men ; that the Net^litaa kept a lady who lives op- 
poate St. Thomas's College, and hia colleague, not to 
be outdone, provided for another next door to (he 
Songate ; that theee two nymphs had their larder 
regularly supplied every morning, while the cook, 
following a good example, sent a few little nice 
things to a widow of his acquaintance in the neigh- 
borhood ; but as he winked at the table arrangements 
of his dear and confidential fiiends, it was but fair 
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that be abould draw whenever he pleaaed upon tbe 
wine-oeQar ; in short, b^ the practioefl of Ihue three 
blood-mcken, a most horrible syetem of extravagance 
had found its wa^ into my lord the coimt'a establish- 
ment. If yon doubt my veracity, added the scullion, 
only take the tronble of going to-morrow morning 
■bout seven o'clock into the neighborhood of St. 
lliomas's College, and yon will aee me with a load 
■apaa my back, which will convert your suspidona 
into certainty. Then yon, said I, are in tbe c<xifi- 
dence of these honest purveyors? I am fitctor to tbs 
clerk of the Idtdwn, answered he ; and one of my 
comrades runs on errands for the steward. 

I had the curiosity the next day to loiter about 
St. Thomas's College at the appointed hour. My in- 
fimner was punctual to time and place. He broug^ 
with him a large tray full of butcher's meat, poultry, 
and game. I took an account of every article, and 
drew out the bill of &re in my memorandum book, 
for tbe purpose of showing it to my master, at the 
same time telling my little tnmspit to execute hia 
commission as usual. 

Hie Sicilian lordship, naturally worm in his temper, 
would have turned his countryman and the Italiau 
out of doors together, in the first fury of bis anger ; 
bat after cooling upon it, he got rid of the former 
cmly, and gave me his vacant place. Thus my ofiSce 
of supervisor was suppressed very shortly after its 
Creadon ; nor lUd I relinquish it with any reluctanoe. 
To define it ^ctly and properly, it was nothing 
better dutn that of a epj with a •ounding title ; there 
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WM nothing subatBotul in the nature of the a{q>ou)t- 
ment : iritenu, to the stewardship was tied the Icc^ 
of the strong box, and with that goes the mysteiy of 
the iriiole family. There are so many little per- 
quintes, and bo mnch patronage attached to that 
dniartment of administration, thuf a man must inev- 
itably get rich, almost in spite of his own honesty. 

Bttt oar Neapolitan was not so easily to be driven 
from his atronghidds. Observing to what a pitch 
of savage zeal I carried my int^ri^, and that I was 
up erety morning time enough to enter in my bodes 
tibe exact qnanti^ of meat that came from market, 
he abandoned the pracdoe of sending it off by whole- 
Bale ; yet the plunderer did not therefore contract the 
scale of ^'n demands on the ■"■'"■I creation. TT^ 
was cunning enon^ to make it as broad as it was 
long, by arranging the services with so much the 
more profosion. Thus, what was eeat down again 
untouched being h" property by culinary common 
law, he had nothing to do but to pamper up his pet 
with victuals ready dressed, instead of giving her the 
trouble of cooking for herself. The devil will levy 
his due out of every transaction, so that the coont 
was very little the better for his paragon of a stew- 
ard. "Ote unbounded piodigali^ in onr s^la 
of setting out a taUe, even to a surfUting 
d^ree, waa a plain hint to me of what was going 
forward : I thereftn« took upon myself to retrench 
the Bi^ierflaities of every coarse. This, howevw, 
waa dime with so jadkaoua a hand, that there vns 
nodiing like paniiiK»^ to be discovered. No onei 
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would ever have missed what was taken away ; and 
yet the expense was reduced very consideraUy by a 
well-regdated eoooomy. ISiat was just what my 
employer wanted ; good honsewifery, bat a magnifi- 
oent establishment. There waa a lore of saying at 
the bottom, bat a taste for grandeor was the oateon- 
ble paseion. 

Abuses seldom exist alone. Tina wine flowed too 
freely. If, for instancet there were a doxcn gentle- 
mai at his lordship's table, the consui^tion was 
seldtmi lees than ifty, stunetimeB sixty botf^. This 
was strange, and looked as if there was more in it 
than met the lips of the goests. Hereupon I ooik 
snlted my oracle of the scuUery, irtieaoe I derived 
most of my wisd(Hn ; for he hrong^ me a fiuthfitl 
account of all that was said and dome is the kitdlien, 
where they had not tiip least euspidon of him. li 
seemed that Ihe haroc of wibich I cfHnplained pro- 
oeeded from a new confederacy between the clerk of 
the kitchen, the cook, and the under buder. Hie 
latter carried off the bottles half fiill, and shared 
their contents with his allies. I spoke to him on 
the subject, threatening to turn him and all the fbot- 
men mider him out of doors at a minute's warning, 
if ever they did the like again. The faint was mider- 
stood, and the evil remedied. I took especial care 
lest the sli^teet of my senrices should be lost upon 
my master, who overwhelmed me with. aoramendiH 
taons, and took a greater liking to me every d^. 
On my port, as a reward to tiie scullion, he was pn^ 
meted to the aitoadon next under the oook. 
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The Neapolitan was furious at enconntenng me in 
every direction. The most aggravatiDg circumBtance 
of the whole was the oreriianling of his aooounts ; 
ibr, to pcre his nails the cloeer, I had gone into the 
maAet, and inibnned myself of the prioM. I fol- 
lowed him through all his donblinga, and always 
took off the market penny ndiich he wanted to add. 
He must have cursed me a hundred times a day ; 
but the cursea of the wicked &11 in blessings on the 
good. I wonder how he could stay in his place 
under such distnpline ; but probably something still 
stuck by the finger*. 

Fabrido, whom I saw occasionally, rather blamed 
my conduct than otherwise. Heaven grant, said he, 
one day, that all this virtue may meet with its re- 
ward I Bat between onrvelrefl, yon mi^t as weD 
be a little more practicable with the clerk of the 
kitchen. "What I answered I, shall ihis freebooter 
pot a bold &ce upaa the matter, and charge a fish at 
ten pistoles in his bill which coat only four? and 
wonJd yon hove me pass the articles in my aooonnts ? 
Why not? replied he, coolly. He has only to let 
you go snai^ in the commission, and the books will 
be balanced in your &TOr by the onstcmiary role of 
stewardship arithmetic. Upon my word, my friend, 
you are enough to orertom all r^ular BystensM of 
housekeeiHng ; and you are likely to end your days 
in a lireiy, if yon let the eel slip throu^ your 
fingers without skinning it. Yon are to leam that 
forttme is a very wonum, ready and eager to srav 
render, bit expecting the fismolity of a summons. 
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I only lao^^ied at tliis doctrine, and Nunez laii^;bed 
at it too, when he fonnd that bod advioe was thrown 
away upon an huxnrigibly honert subject. He then 
wished to make me beliere it was all a mere joke. 
At all events, nothing oould shake my resolution to 
act for my employer ne for myself. Indeed, n^ 
actioos corresponded with my words on that sulject ; 
for I may venture to aay Uut in foor months n^ 
master saved at least three tbonsand dnoats by n^ 
thrift. 



CHAPTER X7I. 

JX ACeaXJT SAPPMgB TO THM OOUST BS OILUMO'B Mr- 
£BTs niB LQBDSaiFa AFFLIQTIOW OW rsAT OOOABIOM. 

TBE jLLSEas OP an. »lab, ash its cobsequxxcks. 

At the expoation of the before-mentioned time, 
the repose of the fiunily was marvelloiisly troubled 
by an accident, which will appear but a trifle to die 
reader, and yet it was a very serious matter to die 
household, especially to me. Ciqiid, the monk^ of 
whom I was speaking, that animal so much the lAfA 
of our lord and master, attempting to lei^ &om raw 
window to another, performed so ill as to foil into 
the court and put hia leg out of joint. No sooner 
vrere the fatal tidings carried to the count, than he 
sung a dirge which pealed throng all the neigfaho^ 
hood. In the extremity of his suUermgs, every uh 
j&ste without exception was taken to task, and w« 
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were all within rd inch of being pac^d off about 
our bneinefla. Bat the storm only mmbled, without 
falling ; he gave na and our negligence to the devil, 
without being hy any means select in the terms of 
the bequest. The most notorioas of the &cnlty in 
the line of fractures and dislocations were sent for. 
Hiey examined the potir dear leg, set, and bound it 
up. But though they all gave it as their opinion 
that there was no danger, my master conld not be 
satisfied without retaining the most eminent about 
llie person of the animal, till he could be pronounced 
to be in a state of oonvalescenca. 

It would be a numiicflt injostibe to the iiunily affeo- 
tions of his Sitolian lordship, not to commentOFfttiB 
all the agonizing sensations of his eoul during tJiis 
period of painful suspense. Would it be thoogjht 
possible that this tender nurse did not stir fiom hia 
darling Cupid's bedside all the livelong day ? The 
bandag«s were never altered or adjusted but in his 
jveaence, and he got up two or three times in the 
ni^t to enquire after his patient. The most pro^ 
voking part of the business was, that all the servant*, 
and myself in particular, were required to be etemat 
ly on the alert, to anticipate the sli^test wishes of 
this ridiculous baboon. In short, there was no peace 
in ^e house, till the cursed beast, having recovered 
&om the efects of its &11, got back again to his old 
tricks and whirligigs. AAer this, shall we be mealy- 
mouthed about believing Suetomqs, when he tella oi 
that Caligula cared more for his horse than for aU 
the w<^d beodes, that he gaT« him more than -tbi 
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eatabUifament md attendance of a tetator, and ll»t 
he even wanted to make him coaml ? Oar wise mat- 
ter stopped little abort of the emperor m hU paitiat 
i^ to the monkej', ^w^ haH serioiu thongfata of pur- 
f jiBniTig for ^lim the place of corregidor. 

Mine was the worst lack of any in the fiimilj ; Sot 
I had so topped my part above'all the other servanta, 
by way of paying my court to his lordship, nod had 
nursed poor dear Cupid with such aasidai^, as to 
throw myself into a fit of- iUnees. A violent ferer 
seized me, so that I was almost at death's door. 
They did what they pleased with me for a whole 
fbrtoi^t, without my conaciousneas ; for the physi- 
cians snd the fates were both conqiiring against me. 
But n^ youth was more than s. mabji for the ferer 
and the prescriptions united. When I recovcrad mj 
senses, the first use I made of them was to obserre 
myself removed to another room. I wanted to know 
why, and asked an old woman wiio nursed me ; bat 
she told me that I most not talk, aa the pbymciait 
had ezpresdy forbidden it. When we are well, we 
turn up our noses at the doctors ; but when we are 
sick, we are as much like old women as themselves. 

It seemed best therefore to keep silence, though 
with an inveterate longing to bold converse with my 
attendant. I was debating the point in my owa 
mind, when there came in two foppish-looldng fd- 
lows, dressed in the very extreme of fiubion. Noth- 
ing less than velvet would serve their turn, with lineit 
snd lace to oorreapond. Hiey looked li^ men of 
nok; and I could, hire sworn that di^ were anne 
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of my nuster'B friends come to tee me out of regHrd 
fin- him. Under thst impreseioii I attempted to sit 
up, and flmig away my n^htcap to look genteel ; but 
the nnrse forced me onder the bedclothes again, and 
tacked me up, announcmg these gentlemen, at the 
same time, aa my physician and ^wthecaiy. 

Ibe doctor came up to my bedside, fete my pnlse, 
looked in my fiice, and, discovering undeniahlesyn^ 
toniB of apfwoaching cratvaleecence, assomed an air 
of triumph, as if it was all his handiwork, and said 
there was nothing wanting but to keep the bowels 
open, and Uien he flattered himself he might boast 
of having peifonned an extraordinary cure. Speak- 
ing aAer this manner, he dictated a prescription to 
the apothecary, looking in the glass all the time, ad- 
joating the dress of his hair, and twisting his vis^e 
into sh^es iriiich set me laughing in spite of my 
delnllty. At length he took his leave with » slight 
inclination of the head, and went his way, more talwa 
with the contemplation, of his own pretty person, than 
anxious about the success of hia remedies. 

After his departure, die apothecary, not to have 
the trouble of a visit for nothing, made ready to pro* 
ceed as it is prescribed in cetain cases. Whether 
he was afraid that the old woman's skill was not 
equal to die exigency, or whether he meant to en- 
hance his own services by assiduity, he chose to 
operate in peracm ; but in spite of practice and ex- 
perience, accidents will h^pen. Haste to return 
Benefits is among the most amiable pnfpensities of 
«ar nataie; and aoch was n^ eagemess not to be 
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behmdband with my haabctor, that hia vdvet 
dress bore immediate testimony to the profuBenesB 
of my gratitade. This he considered merely aa 
one of those little occnnaices which chec^r the 
fortunes of the pharmaceatical profeenon. A. nap- 
kin is a resource for every ihing in a sick nxnn, and 
least said was soonest mended ; so he wiped himself 
quietly, rowing indrannity and vengeance to himself 
for the necessity under which he onquestionably la- 
bored of sending his clothes to the scotner. 

On the following moming he retmned to the at- 
tack more modestfy equipped, thon^ then was then 
no risk of my stoinging a countermine, as be had only 
to administer the potion which the doctor had pre- 
scribed the evening before. Beaidea that I felt my- 
self getting better every moment, I had taken such 
a dislike, since the day before, to the pill-dispensiii^ 
tribe, as to corse the very oniversitLefl where these 
graduated cntthroats kept their exercises in the 
&cidty of slaying. In this temper of mind, I de- 
clared, with a round oath, that I would not aoc^ of 
health duoo^ such a medium, but would willin^y 
make over Hippocrates and his myrmidona to the 
devil. The ^x>thecary, who did not care a doit 
what became of his compound, if it was but paid 
for, left tiie phial on the table, and stalked away in 



I immediately ordered that tntch of a medidne to 
be thrown out of window, having set myself so dog^ 
geSfy againrt it, that I would as soon have swallowed 
waeme. Having onoe drawn te swoicl, I ihrair 
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uray the Mabbard ; and erecting mj tongae into an 
independent potentate, told my nurse in a determined 
tone that she must abaolately inform me what iraa 
become of my nuat«r. The old lady, fearing leet 
the development of the mystery might completely 
overset me, or tliitifcing possibly that her prey mi^ 
esc^ oat of her dutclies &r want of a little irritat- 
ing contradiction, was most provokingly mote ; but 
I waa ao pressing in my demand to be obeyed, that 
she St length gave me a decisive answer : Worthy 
inr, you have no longer any master but your own 
will. Count Galiano is gone back into Sicily. 

I conld not believe my ears ; and yet it waa &tally 
the fiict. That nobleman, on the second day of my 
indispoution, being afraid of harboring death nnder 
tiie same roof with him, had the benevolence to send 
me pacldng with my little effects to a ready-fumished 
room, where providence was left to cure, or a nurse 
to UU me, as it hi^pened. Wbile tlie alternative 
was tottering on the balance, he was ordered back 
into Sicily, and in the headlong haste of bis obedi- 
ence, never thou^t about me ; vdhether it was that 
he numbered me already among the dead, or that 
great lords, like great wits, have short memories. 

My nurse gave me these particulars, and informed 
me that it was she who had called in a physician and 
an i^Mthecaiy, that I mi^t not die without profes- 
sional hoiunn. I fell into profonnd mosing at this 
fine story. Farewell my brilliant establishment in 
Sicily 1 Farewell my budding hopes and blushing 
IxniuHrsl When any great misfortune shall have 
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befallen you, txyn a oertain pope, look weD to yonr 
own conduct, and you will find that there U atwaya 
Bomething wrong at the bottom of it. fVlth all 
Tererent eabmiwion to his boHneM, I cannot help 
thinlfing mys^f in this instaooe an exc^ition to the 
infiillibilitT' of his maxim. Sfjw tbe deuce was I 
to blame for being Tinted by a fever ? There waa 
more reason for remorfle in tbe monkey or bie master 
titan in me. 

When I beheld the flattering chimeras with whidi 
my head was filled all Taoiahing info ur, into thin 
air, tbe first thing that worried my poor bmin wa« 
my portmanteau, which I ordered to be laid upon my 
bed to examine it. I groaned heavily cm diacorerii^ 
diat it had been <^>ened. Alas I my dear portanan- 
teau, exclaimed I, my (»dy hope, conaolation, and 
refiige I Ton l«Te been, to all ^pearance, a pris- 
<mer in an enemy's country. Mo, no, Signor Gil 
fias, said the old woman ; nmke yourself easy on 
that bead; yon have not fallen among thieves. 
Your ha^age is as immaculate as my honor. 

I found the dress I bad on at my first entrance 
into lite count's service ; but it was in vain to look 
for that which my friend from Messina had ordered 
for me as a member of the household. My master 
had not thought fit to leave me in possession oi it* 
or else some one had made firee with it. All my 
other little matters were safe, and even a large leathw 
purse with my coin in it, which I counted over twioet 
not being oUe to belien at first that there could be 
only fifty pistoles Kmaining out of two hundred «d4 
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Bix^, which waa the balance of the aocomtt before mj 
iUnesa. What is the meaniog of all this, my good 
lady? said I to the nuTBe. Here is a leak in the 
Teasel. No living soul but mjeelf has touched a 
&rthing, answeTed the old woman, and I have been 
u good an eooaomiit ibr yon aa ptMsible. But iU- 
nesa is yerj expensiTe ; one must almiTS have one's 
mmef in one's hand. Hera I added tiiis excellent 
ecoQomist, teldng a bundle of papers out of her 
pocket, this is s statement of debtor and creditor, as 
exact as a banker's book, and you will see that I 
have not laid out the verieat trifie in need-nots. 

I ran over tiie account with a hasty glance ; for it 
extended to fifteen or twenty pages. Mercy on as I 
The poulterers' shops must have been exhausted, 
fiiaie I was in too weak a state to take sustenance I 
There mnst have been at least twelve pistoles stewed 
down into broths. Other articles were much to the 
samo tune. It was incredible irhai, a sum had been 
lavished in firing, candles, water, brooms, and in- 
numerable articlcfl of house-keeping and house-clean- 
ing. After all, extortionate as the lull was, the 
utmost ingenuity could not raise it above thirty pis- 
toles, and consequently lliere was a deficiency of a 
hundred and a^xtj to make the aooount even. I 
just ventured to point that oat ; but the old woman, 
with a show of nmplicity and candor, put all the 
saints in the <^1i^ar into requisition to attest that 
&en wen no more liian ei^^ity pistoles in the purse 
when the ooaat*s steward gave her charge of the 
wallet. What aay yoo, my good woman? inter- 
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rupted I with jnedpitation : waa it the stewazd who ^ 
placed mj efifecta in your hsnda ? To be Bore it was, 
soswered she; the very man; and with tlus piece 
of advice : Here, good mother ; when Gil Bias shall 
be numbered with the dead, do not &il to treat him 
with a handsome funeral ; there is in this wallet . 
wherewithal to de&ay the expenses. 

Ah I most pestiferous Nei^litan ! exclaimed I in 
the bitt^neu of my heart. I am no longer at a 
I088 to dmjectnre what is become of the deficamcy. 
You have swept it off as an indanni^ for a part of 
the plunder iriiich I have prevented you from mak- 
ing free with. After relieving my mind by ezcl^ 
matioBB, I returned thanks to heaven that the ■ 
•coondrel had been so modest as not to take the 
nhole. Yet whatever reason I had for believing 
the action to be perfectly in character for the person 
to whom it was imputed, the nurse had not altogether 
cleared herself (roia my suspidona. . They hovered 
•ometimes over one and sometimes over the other ; 
but let them light where they would, it was all the 
same to me. I said nothing about the matto: to 
the old woman; cot even eo much as to haggle 
about the items of her fine bill. I should not have 
been an atom the richer for doing so ; and we must 
all live by our trades. The utmost of my malice 
was to pay her «-tw1 send her p«nVing three daya 
afterwards. 

I un inclined to think that at ber departure she 
gave the ^tothecary notice of her quitting the fvent- 
isM, and having left bos sufficiently in poeseMiMi - 
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of mTself to take French leave without a^^owled^. 
ing my obUgatiotu to him ; for she had not been 
goiiQ Butaj nuButes before be came in puffing and 
Mowing, with bis bill in hie hand. There, under 
names which had escaped my conscriplion, thoof^ 
M amtnt a phyeician as the worst of them, be had 
set down all the hypothetical remedies which he in- 
sisted that I had taken during the time when I could 
take nothing. Hiia bill mi^t truly be called the 
epitmne of an i^thecary'a conscience. Such being 
the case, we had a bustle about the payment. I 
pleaded for an abatement of one half. He swore 
that he would not take a doit less than his just de- 
mand. He kept his oath, and yet relaxed ; for con- 
aidering that he had to do with a young man who 
mi^t run away from Madrid within four-and-twenty 
hoars, he preferred my offer of three hundred per, 
ctait. <Hi the prime cost of his drugs, though a piti- 
fiil profit for an ^tothecsry, to the risk of losing all. 
1 counted out the money with an aching heart, and 
he wididrew, chuckling over his revenge for the 
•curvy trick I bad played him on the day of evacu- 
ation. 

The i^yridan made his appearance next; for 
beasts of prey inhabit the same latitodes. I fee'd 
him for bis visits, which had been quite as frequent 
as necessary, and his object was answered. But he 
wonld not leave me without proving how hardly he 
had earned his money, for that he had not only ex- 
pelled the enemy from the interior, but had drfended 
the frimtiers from the attack of all the disorders on the 



Digmzefl by Google 



S54 aa. 9LAS. 

txmj lilt of the materia medico. He talked TC17 
learnedly, with good emphasis and disczetion; so 
moch so, that I did not comprehend one word ha 
laid. When I had got rid of him, I flattered my- 
self that the destinies had now done their wont. 
But I was mistaken; for there came a snrgecni 
whose &ce I had never seen in the whole coarse of 
'my life. He accosted me very politely, and con- 
gratulated me on the imminent danger I had es- 
caped ; attriboting the happy issue of my complaints 
to those which he had himself cut, with tiw profiiae 
application of bleeding, capping, blistering, and all 
sorts of torments, consequent and inoonseqnoit. 
Another feather out of my po<^ wing I I was obliged 
to pay toll to the auigeon also. After ao many 
purgatives, my purse was biong^ to sodb a state 
of debility, that it mif^t be consideied as dead and 
gone ; a mere Aeleton, drained of all its vital joicee. 
My spirits began to flag, on the contemplation of 
my wretched case. In the service of my two last 
masters I had wedded myself to the pomps and van- 
ities of this wicked world, and could no longer, aa 
heretofore, look poverty in the face with the stenuiesa 
of a cynic. It must be owned, however, tiai 1 waa 
in the wrong to give way to melanchofy, after ex- 
periencing BO often that fortune had never oast me 
down, but for the purpose of raising me up again ; 
so that my pitiful plight at the present momeot, if 
righdy Gcmsidered, was only to be hailed as the har- 
bingv of ^>proacfaing proeperi^. 
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CSAPTEB I. 
viL BLAB aaurxa Air AcauAixrAXCK or aout viiux. jm 

nXOa WBMXMWITSAL TO MASS SIM AMKSBa rOM TMM 
COUXT DM aALIAMO-a tMORATlTUDE. BOJf VALXXIO DM 
LUXA-a BTOBT. 

Ix Metned so atrange to hsTe heard not a^rrlkble 
from Konez during this long interval, that I con- 
eluded he must be in the country. I went to look 
after him as soon as I could walk, and found the 
fitct to be, that he had gone into Andalusia three 
weeks ago, with the Duke of Medina Sidonia. 

One morning, when rubbing ray eyes after a sound 
■leep, Melchior de la Konda started into my recol- 
lection ; and that bringing to mind my promise, at 
Grenada, of going to see his nephew, if ever I should 
tetom to Madrid, it seemed advisable not to defer 
fiilfilling my promise for a singie day. I inquired 
where Don Balthazar de Zuniga Hred, and went 
thiHier stjai^itway. On asking if Signor Joseph 
Navarrb was at home, he made his appearance in^ 
mediately. We exchanged bows with a well-bred 
ooolneas on his part, thou^ I had taken care to 
aononnce my name audibly. There was n» recon- 
ciling SDch a frosty reoqidon with the glowing por* 
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just going to withdraw in the fiill determinadai of 
not ootning agun, when, aasnming all at (mce an 
open and smiling aspect, he said, with conodenUe 
earoestnesB, Ah ! Signer Gil Bias de Santillane, pnf 
farffve the formality of yoor welcome. My maaorj 
ill seconded the warmth of my ^spoaitioB towaidi 
yon. Your name had escaped me, and was no^ at tl* 
moment identified with the gentleman of iritom 
mention was made in a letter from Grenada moie 
■than four months ago. 

How h^py I am to see yon 1 added be, slukiag 
hands with me most oordiaUy. My uncle MekluDr, 
whom I love and honor like my natoral fidfacr, 
chuges me, if by chance I should have the bottf 
of seeing you, to entertain yon as hia own sMi, un 
in case of need, to stretch my own credit and ^ 
of my friends to the utmost in your behalf. Be 
extols the qualities of your heart and mind in lenu 
auffident of themselves to engage me in your service, 
thou^ his recommendation had not been added to 
iba other motdves. Consider me, therefoie, I ^ 
beat you, as participating in all my uncle's (Kntt* 
ments. You may depend on my friendship > let n^ 
hope for an equal share in yours. 

I replied to Joe^h's polite assurances in soitsUe 
terms of acknowledgment ; so that, bong both of d* 
warm-hearted and sincere, a dose intimacy spnmg 
up without waiting for oonunon forms. J feltn> 
embarrassment about laying open the state of my 
a&irs. Hiis I had no sooner dime, than he tvit 
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I teke upon mjaelf the care of finding yaa. a Bitii»* 
tion ; meanwhile, there is a knife and fork for yon 
hue every day. You will live rather better than at 
an ordinary. This ofier was sure to be well relished 
by an invalid just recovering, widi a iaatidioae palate 
and an empty pocket. It could not but be accepted ; 
and I picked np my crumba so &st that at the end 
of a fortnight I be^;an to look like a roey-^illed son 
of the ohordi. It struck me that Melchic^s nephew 
larded his lean sides to some purpose. But how 
oonld it be otherwise? he had three strings to his 
bow, as holding the midermeiitioned pluralities : the 
butler's place, tbe cleAahip of the kitchen, and the 
stewardship. Furthermore, without meaning to 
question my fiiend's honesty, they do say that the 
comptroller of the household and he looked over 
each other's hands. 

My recovery was entirely confirmed, when my 
fiiend Joee^, on' my coming in to dinner as usual 
one day, aaid, with an air of congratulation, Signor 
Gil Bias, I have a very tolentble dtoation in view 
for you. You must know that the Duke of Lerms, 
first minister of the crown in Spain, giving himself 
up entirely to state afiin, throws the burden of his 
own on two confidential powms. Don Dic^ de 
Mtmteser takee ib& charge of collectifig his rents, 
and Don Bodrigo de Calderona superintends the 
finance* of his hooadwld. These two officers are 
pazamoant in their departments, having nothing to 
do with one another. Don Diego has geitetally two 
deputies to transact the bosiDess; and finding joM 



Digmzefl by Google 



158 on. BLAS. 

now- tb»t one of them had been d i ee ht ga d ^ I have 
been canvaaaiiig for jrou. Signer Montaeer, having 
tite greatest poHible regard for me, gr ia ted mf 
nqneat »t once, on ihe strengUi of my teetimanj 
to your moFBla and capacity. We will pay oar xe* 
qiecta to bun after dinner. 

We did not mias oar appointment. I waa re* 
oaved with every mark of &vor, and promoted m 
die room of the diamtaaed d^aty. My bostneea 
oonaiated in Tiaiting &e £umB, in giving ordera fix- 
iba noceasary repaira, in dunning the &nnesB, and 
keeping them to time in tbeir payments ; in a wwd, 
the tenanta were all nndv my thumb, and Don 
Diego checked my accoonta every month with a 
minuteneaa which few reoeivera could have borne. 
But thia waa exactly what I wanted. Ihmtgh n^ 
uprif^tneaa had been ao ill requited by my lots 
master, it vraa my only inheritance, and I waa do- 
termined not to aell die reveiuon. 

One day newa came that the casde of Lerma bad 
taken fire, and waa more than half burned down. I 
immediately went thither to eatimate the loea. Lt- 
forming myaelf to a nioe^, and on the spot, respect- 
ing all the particolars of the unlucky accident, I 
drew up a detailed nanatiTe, which Monteser showed 
to the Duke of Leima. That minister, thou^ vexed 
at the drcunutance, was struck with the memorial, 
and inquii«d who was the author. Don Di^o 
thought it not enou^ to answer the queetion, bnt 
■poke of me in such hi^ terms, that hia exoelloic^ 
ncollected it six months afterwatds, on oocasion oS 
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vn inadeiit I shall sow tdate, luui it not been tbr 
which I migM never, periu^, have been employed 
at court. It was as follows : — 

Tb6re lived at that time, in Princes Street, an 
elderljr lady, by same Inesilla de Cantarilla. Her 
birth was a mattur of mystery. Some said she was 
tiie daughter of a musical instrument maker, and 
others gars her a hi^ military extraction. How- 
erer diat might be, she was a very extraordinaiy 
personage. Nature had gifted her with the singular 
talent of winning men's hearts in defiance of time, 
and in contradiction to her own laws ; for she was 
now entering upon theiburth quarter of her century. 
She had been the reigning toast of the old court, 
and levied tribute on the passions of the new. Age, 
though at daggers dnwn with beaofy, was com- 
pletely foiled in its assault upon her charms ; they 
mi^t be somewhat ftded, faivt the touch of sympa* 
thy they excited in their decline was more pleasing 
than the vivid ^ow of their meridian lustie. An 
air of dignity, a transporting wit and humor, an 
unborrowed grace in her deportment perpetuated the 
reign of passion, and silenoed the suggestions of 
reason. 

DtmValerio de Luna, one of the Duke of Lerma's 
secretaries, a young fellow of five-and-twenty, meet- 
ing with Inesilla, Ml violently In love with her. He 
made his sentimeots known, enacted all the nnun- 
meiy of despair, and followed up the usual oata^ 
txophe of evety amorous drama so mudi aocording 
.to the unities and rules, that it was difBcult, in <lw 
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very torrent aod vhiriwind of his pasnon, to b^et 
a traaperance tliat mi^t give it smoothnees. Ilie 
lady, who bad her reason for not cbooang to fidl in 
ynih his humor, was at a loss how to get oot of ihe 
difficulty. One day she was in hopes to have fbmid 
the means by calling tlie young man into her cloaet, 
and there poiotii^; to a clock upon the table. Made 
the precise hoar, said she; just serenty-^TO yeara 
ago was I brought ufwn the stage of tltia &ntastiad 
world. In good earnest wonld it sit well iq)C» 117 
time of life to be engaged in affiiirs of gallantry? 
B^alce yourself to reflection, my good diild; stifle 
sentiments so unsuitable to your own ciicnmstaneet 
andminOt Senaibleas this language was, the ^mu^ 
no longer bowing to the authority of reason, an- 
swered the lady with all the impetuosity of a mas 
racked by Hie most excrudadng torments ; Cruel 
luesilla, why have you recourse to auslk fiiTokmt 
f remonstrances ? Do yon think they can ohange yonr 
charms, or my desires? Delude not youraelf with 
BO ialse a hope. As long as your loveliness or my 
delusion lasts, I shall never cease to adore yoo. 
Well, then, rejoined she, since yon are obstinate 
enough to persist in the resolution of wearying nw 
with yoor importunities, my doors shall henoefbdii 
be shot against you. You are banished, and I be; 
to be no kmger troubled with your company. 
- It may be supposed, perhaps, that after this, DoB 
Valerio, baffled, made good his retreat, like a pm- 
dent general. Quite the reverse I He became more 
iroublescHne than ever. Love is to levon just what 
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wine il to dmnkaids. Tlie swain cntmted, Bitted* 
looked, end ai^ied Rgain, when ail at once, chan- 
fOBft his note from fliiMinh beble to the bis, manlv 
voice of bluster and raTisbment, he swore that he 
would have by fool means what he oonld not obtaia 
hj fiur. But the lady, repulsing hiuLAoarageoasly, 
•aid, with a piercing look of strong resentment, Hotd^ 
imprndent wretch I I shall pat a curb on your mad 
career. Learn lltat yoa are my own son, 

Don Valerio was thunderstmck at these words ; 
tiie tempest of his rage subsided. Bnt, conjectnring 
that InesillA had (Hily started this derioe to rid hep- 
■elf of hia solicitations, he ansvrered, That is a mere 
romance of the moment to steal away &om my ardent 
denres. No, no, said she, interrupting him ; I difh- 
oloee B mystery whioh should have been forever 
hnried, had you not reduced me to so painiul k 
neoesn^. It is six-and-twenty years since I was in 
lore with your bther, Don Pedro de Lona, theft 
governor q£ Segovia; you were ihe fruit of our 
mutual passion ; be owned you, brou^t you up wfth 
care and tenderness, and having no children bom in 
wedlock, he hod nothing to hinder him from die* 
tiDgmsliing yoor good qoalities by the gifts of fortune. 
On my port, I have not it»saken yon : oa soon as yoa 
were of an age to be introduced into the world, I 
drew yon into the circle of my acquaintance, to form 
your mannm to that polish of good company, so 
necessary for a gentleman, which is only to be gained 
in female aociefy. I have dcme more : I have ens* 
plt^red all my credit to intzodnoe yoa to the prine 
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minirter. In abort, I luTe intsrated mysdf for 7Q11 
as I alumld hxve done for n^ own son. After thii 
oonfbfluon, take jrour meunres aooordin^j. If joa 
can pni^ jrour afibcdoni from their drosi, and ]oak 
on me as a mother, yoa are not banished from mj 
presence, and I shall treat jou with my aocostomed 
tendemees. ButifyouBTenoteqnaltoaneS>itvrliidli 
nature and reason demand from jou, Ay instantly) 
and release me &om the horror of bdiolding yoa. 

Ineailla spoke to this efi&ct. Meanwhile Don 
Valerio preserved a snilen silence; it might hm 
been interpreted into a rirtnous struggle, a conqneit 
orer the weakness of his heart. Bot his purposes 
were far different ; be bad another scene to act before 
bie mother. Unable to withstand the total oretthnnr 
of all his wild projects, he basely yielded to despair. 
Drawing his sword, he plunged it in his own boscun. 
His &t^ rraembled that of CEdipos, with this distino- 
tion — that the Theban put out bis own eyvx from 
remorse for tbe crime he had perpetrated, while Ow 
Castilian, on Om contrary, committed suicide from 
disappointment at the frustration of bis purposes. 

The unh^)py Don Valerio was not released from 
bis sufferings immediately. He bad leisure left for 
recollection, and for making his peace witb hearoi, 
before b^ rushed into the presence of his Maker. Ai 
bis death vacated one of the secretai^hips on ths 
Duke of Lerma's establishment, that minister, not 
having forgotten my memoir on the subject of ths 
4re, nor the high character be had heard of me, 
nominated me to sneceedto the post in qoestioa. 
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CSAl'TER n. 
ca tiAS la nmottvasD to tbe bvxx or iibju, wbo 

ADIOTM aat AMOga TBK rUMMXR OF HIM aXCRMTAXJMti 
Ago RMQaiSMS A MFBCOIXX OF ttlM TALMMTS, Wm 
WHICH HB la WMLL SATIariSb. 

MoNTEBSB wu the ponon to infbrtn me of this 
agreeable cucumstance, tAdtAi be did in tbe follvwing 
terms : My friend Gil Bbu, thon^ I do not loae 
yoa vritbout regret, I un too mudi your weU-wiaher 
not to be deligfated at your pnnnotion in tbe room 
of Don y alerio. Yon cannot fail to make a princely 
fortune, provided you act upon trro hints iriiicb I 
bave to give you ; tbe first, to afiect ao total a dero- 
tion to Ub excellency's good pleasure, as to leave no 
room to conceive it possible that you have any otiier 
object or interest in life ; the second, to pay your 
oomt aBsidnously to Sigiuw Don Rodrigo de Calde> 
rona, for that personage models and remodels, 
&Bbions and toucbee upon die mind of his mastor, 
just as if it was clay under tbe bands of tbe deeigna. 
If you are fortunate enou^ to chime in with tbat 
fitviMcite secretaiy, yon will travel poet to wealth aad 
hoaw, and find leUya upon the road. 

Sir, said I to Don Diego, retnming bim thanks 
at tbe same time for bis good advice, be pleased to 
give some little opening to Don Bodrigo'a character. 
X have heard a few aneodotes of bim. One would 
nq^Kwe him, from stane aoooants, not to be die 
best oreatore in the world ; but tbs people at large 
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an inveterate caricatnruts -wbea they draw ooarders 
at full length ; though, after all, the likemess will 
strike, in spite of l^e aggnmition. TeQ me ther^ 
fore, I beseech you, what is your own einoere opin- 
ion of Signor Calderona. That is rather an Awk- 
ward question, answered my principal, wii^ an ironn 
cal smile. I should tell any one but yourself, with- 
out flinching, that he was a gentleman of the strietest 
•boluH't npon whose &ir &me the breath of cafammy 
had never dared to blow ; but I really cannot pot off 
-such a oopy of my oonntenanoe npon yon. Belying 
•a I do on yoar diaontion, it becomes a duty to deal 
candidly in the ddineation of Don Bodrigo ; tor wilii- 
oat that, it .would be jdaying &st and loose with yon 
to reccnnmend the collivataon of his good wilL 

Yoa am to know, then, that -when his ezoeDenoy 
«u no m<ne than plain Don Francisoo de Sandoral, 
fill* man had the hntoili^ to serve him as his lackey ; 
since which time he has risen by degrees to the post 
of principal secoetaiy. Aprouder excrescenoeof the 
dung^iill never sprung into vegetation on a smnmer'* 
day. He considers himself as the Duke of Lama's 
colleague; andin point of fiuA, hemaytmly besail 
to parcel out the loaves and fishes of administratiaaf 
since be gives away offices and governments at the 
suggestions of his own aqnice. llie public grumbles 
and growls upon oocasu» ; but who cares for the 
grumbling and growling <^ the pnbUo ? Let him 
steal a pair of f^oves &om the prostibition of politU 
cal honor, and the broiue iq>ott his fhrehead will b* 
proof aignait &e pellings of sasndal. Wbat I ban 
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wd will decide toot dealings toward so Bopercilioiu 
4 oompoimd of dust and aehea. Yes, to be ^ore, 
■aid I ; leave me alone for that. It will be Btnmge 
indeed if I cannot wrigg^ myself into his good graces. 
If one can bat get on tiie blind side of a man who is 
to be made a prop^ty, it mnat be want of skill in 
the t^yer if the game is lost. ^Exactly so, replied 
Monteser ; and now I will introduce yon to the Duke 
of Lerma. 

We went at once to the minister, whom we fbmid 
in bis aodience-chamber. His levee was more 
crowded dian the king's. There were commandera 
msnA knigfats of St. James and of Calatrava, TniAmg 
interest for governments and viceroyaldes ; bishops, 
who, laboring under oppression of the breath and 
ti^tnesB of the chest in their own dioceses, had been 
reoommended die air of an ardbbiehoprio bytbeif 
physicians, while the sounder lungs of lower digni- 
taries were strong enough to inhale the Theban 
atmosphere of a suffin^an see. I observed, besides, 
some reduced officers dancing attendance to Cqitain 
CSiindiilla's tune, and catching cold in fishing for a 
pension, which was never likely to pay the doctor 
for their cure. If the duke did not satisfy thrar 
wants, he put a pleasant &ce upon their importoni^ 
ties ; and it struck me that he letnmed a dvil 
answer to all applicants. 

We waited patiently till the routine of ceremimy! 
was despatched. Then said Don Di^o, My lord, 
this is Gil Bias de SantiUane, the young man i^ 
planted l^ your atoeHemy to ancoeed Don Vakrio. 
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The duke now took more putioular notioe of me, 
Mviiig nMi giti gly, that I lutd slreiiidy earned hit 
pRHDOlion b^ m^ serrieee. He then took me to a 
private oonfereooe in his closet, or ratlier to an 
euunination. iHy intth, parentage, and ooone of 
life were the objects of hia inqniiy ; nor would he be 
•atisfied without the paiticnlarB, and those in the 
■pint of sincerity. What a career to nn over before 
a patron I Yet it was impossible to lie in the pre»- 
vux of a prime minister. On the odter hand, my 
Tanitj was concerned in sappreaeing so many cir> 
eumctanees, that there was no ventoring on an 
Qnqualified confession. What canning scene had 
BoBciiis then to act? Alkde paindngand tattooing 
mi^t decently be employed, to disguise the naked- 
ness of truth, and spare her unsophisticated blushea. 
But he had studied h«r complexion, as well as the 
beaoties of her natural form. Monsieur de Santil- 
lane, said he with a smile on the close of my narra- 
tive, I perceive tlut httberto you have had your 
princqilea to choose. My lord, answered I, coloring 
iqi to the eyea, joar excellency enjoined me to deal 
ainoerely, and I have complied with your orders. I 
take your doing so in good part, replied he. It is 
all very well, my good fellow : you have eac^>ed from 
the snares of this wicked world more by luck than 
managemc3it: it is wonderfol that bad example 
ahould not have oorrupted you irreparably. There 
a/n many men of strict virtue and exen^laiy piety, 
who would have turned ont the greatest rogues in 
etiatence^ if their deitinies had exposed them to bnt 
half your trials. 
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Friend Smtillwte, ooatiDued the minister, ponder 
so longer on the past ; ooiuider yourBelf, w to the 
very bone •od marrow, the king's ; live henceforth 
bat for his service. Come this vny ; I vill instruct 
you in the natore of tout business. He carried me 
into a little closet ai^oiniog hia own , which contuned 
a BOOK of dude folio registers. This is your wm^ 
■hop, said he. All these registers compose an al- 
phabetical peerage, giving the heraldry and history 
of all the nobility and gentry in the several Idngdoms 
and principalitieB of the Spanish monarchy. In these 
Tohuies are recorded the services rendered to the 
state by the present possessors and their ancestors, 
descending even to Uie personal animosities and 
rencounters of the individuals and their houses. 
Hieir fortunes, their manners, in a word, all the 
pros and cons of their cJiaracter, are set down accord- 
ing to the letter of ministerial scrutiny, bo that they 
no sooner enter on the list of court candidates, than 
my eye catdies 1^* the very chapter and verse of 
their pretensicmfl. To furnish this neoeasary tnfbr^ 
mation, I have pensioned scouts everywhere on the 
kxdcQUt, who send me private notices of their di^ 
coveries ; but as these documents are for the most 
part drawn up in a gossiping and provincial style, 
they require to be translated into gentlemanly 
language, or the king would not be able to support 
the perusal of the registers. This task demands the 
pen of a polite and perspkntoua writer ; I doubt noC 
bat yoo will justify yoor claim'to the appointment. 

After this intzoduotion, he put a menwrjal into 
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my hand, taken from a large portfolio fiill of p^wn, 
and then withdrew from my closet, that my fint 
specimen mi^it be manniactiired in all the freedom 
of solitude. I read the memorial, whidi was not 
only stuffed with a most uncouth jaz^n, but breathed 
n brimstone spirit of rancor and personal revenge. 
liliis was most foul, strange, and unnatural I for the 
homily was written by a monk. He hacked and 
hewed a Catalan family of some note most unmerd- 
Ailly ; with what reason or truth, it must be reserved 
for a more penetiradng inquirer to decide. It read, 
for all the world, like an infamous libel, and I had 
some scruples about becoming the publisher of the 
calumny ; nerertbeless, young as I was at court, I 
plunged head foremost, at the risk of Hinting and 
destroying bia reverence's soul. The wickedness, if 
there vas any, would be put down to his running 
account with the recording angel ; I therefore had 
nothing to do but to yilify, in the present Spanish 
phraseology, some two or three generatiooe of honest 
men and loyal subjects. 

I bod already blackened four or five pages, yihtgi 
the duke, impatient to know how I got on, came 
back and said, Santillane, show me what you have 
done ; I am carious to see it. At the same time, 
casting his eye over the transcript, be read the be> 
ginning with much attention. It seemed to please 
him ; strange that he could be so pleased I Prepos- 
sessed as I have been in yoor &Tor, observed he, I 
must own that yon have surpassed my expectations. 
It is not merely the elegance and distinotoess (^ the 
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huidwritiiig I There is eometliiiig animated and 
^wing in iIm compoaitioii. You will do ample 
credit to mj choice, and fully make up for the loss 
of your predecessor. He would not have cut my 
panegyric so short, if his ne{^ew the Count de L^ 
mos had not interrupted him in the middle of it. 
By the warmth and &equen<^ of his excellent^s 
welcome, it was evident that they were the best 
friends in the world. They were immediately 
closeted together on some &mily business, of which 
I Bhall speak in the sequel. The king's a&irs at 
this time were obliged to play second to those of the 
minister. 

While they were Mhalling it struck twelve. As 
I knew that the secretaries and their clerks quitted 
office at that hour to go and dine wbererer their 
bunness and desire should point them, I left my 
prize perfinrnaoce behind me, and went to dw gayest 
tavern at the court end of the town, for I had nothing 
ibrther to do with Monteser, who had pud my salary, 
and ta^n his leave of me. But a common eating- 
boose would have been a very improper place for me 
to be seen in. " Gmaider yourself, as to the very bone 
and marrow, the king's." This met^tborical exin^ 
sion of the duke bad given birth to a real and tan^- 
Ue ambition in my soul, which put fbith shoots like 
a pUotation in a fitt and nnvexed s(»l. 
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ALL 18 SOT SOIB TBIT SLimXS. MOMX UWKAMnrXM Mt- 

auLKwa rxoM rax ffiomvMxr or tsat FxarcmE m 
paaoaorBT, axd ira pxaowou. ajvlioatiox to xxar- 
iwa caatrtroTAjrcis. 

I TOOK egfesaal oare, on my first cntraaoe, to io- 
■dl into the taTera-keeper'e ccMioeption tliat I vnu 
iecretary to the prime nunutcr ; nor was it ouy, in 
that view of mj' rank and consequence, to ordxr any- 
thing saffidentlj sumptuous for ^mier. To have 
selected firom the bill of &xe mi^^t have lotted as 
if I descended to the meanness of calculation; I 
therefore told him to send i^ die best the bouse 
affisrded. My orders were ponctaallj obeyed ; and 
the anxiouB assidnity of the attendants pampcxed 
l&y &1C7 as much as the dishes did my palate* Am 
to the bill, I had nothing to do with it but to pay iu 
Xhfwn went a pistole upon the table, and the waiters 
pocketed the difference, which was acnnewhat mttn 
than a quarter. AAer this display of grandeur I 
atmtted out, jasctising those obstreperous dearinga 
of the throat, which annondoe, by entity eonnd, the 
s^)roach of a substantial oonwmb. 

Here was at the distance of twenty yards a lazge 
house with lodgings to let, principally frequented 1^ 
foreign nobility. I rented at once a suit of apart- 
ments, consisting of five or six rooms elegantly fur- 
nished. From my style of living, any one would 
have thought I had two or three tfioosand ducats of 
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feaxij inoome. , The fint month wu paid in ad- 
nnce. Afterwuds I letanied to business, and em- 
l^oyed the whole afternoon in going on with what I 
had begun in the morning. In a closet adjoining 
mine there were two other secretariee; but tli^ 
office was onljr to copj out fair. I got ^»qiwif>t^ 
with them as we wero shutdng up for the erening, 
and, by wsj of smoothing Uie first overtures towards 
fineodsh^, invited them home with me to my tarexn, 
where I ordered the ehoiceet delicacies of the season, 
with a profurion of the most exquisite wines. 

We sat down to table, and began bandying about 
more merriment than wit ; for with all due deference 
to vxj guests, it was but too visible that they owed 
their official situations to any circamstance rather 
than to their abilhieB. They were adepts, it mnst 
be can&ssed, in all the history and mystery of scriv- 
eaing and clerkship ; but as for polite literature and 
oniverri^ education, there was not eren a suspicion 
(^ it in all thur talk. 

To make amoids for that defect, they had a keen 
c^e to llifl main chance; and though sbnsible how 
hi{^ an honor it was to be on the prime minister's 
establishment, there were some dashes of acid in the 
cup t£ good fortune. It is now full five months^ 
•ud one of ^lem, diot we have been serving at our 
own oost. We do not toudft one farthing of salary ; 
and, what is worst of all, our very boaid wages are 
shamefully in airear. There is no knowing what 
footing we are upon. As fat me, said the other, I 
would willin^y be tied iqi to the halbert, and no^iva 



Digmzefl by Google 



372 "'^ BIAS. 

% percentage in iashefl, for the liberty of ohmging my 
berth ; but I dare not either take myself off or peti' 
tion for my discharge, after having tranacribed each 
state Becreta as have passed nnder my inspection. 
I mi^t chance to become too well acquainted with 
the tower of Segovia or the castle of Alicant. 

How do you manage for a Bubeietenoe, then? said 
I. You must of course have means of your own. 
These they represented as very slender; but that, 
fortunately for them, th^ lodged with a ldnd-4iearted 
widow, who boarded them on tick, at the rate c^ a 
hondred pistoles a year for each. These aneodotea c^ 
a court 1^, not one of which eec^>ed me, complete- 
ly ventilated all the rising fumes of pride. It could 
aot be supposed that more consideration would be 
shown to me than to others, and consequently there 
was nothing to be so pufied i^ with in my post ; 
there seemed to be much cry and little wo<d — a dif 
oovery which rendered it expedient to husband my 
finances with a narrower economy. A picture like 
tlus was enough to core my taste for treating- I 
repented not having left these secretaries to find their 
own supper ; for they played a most cruel knife and 
fork at mine t and, when the bill was brought, I 
squabbled with the landlord about the charges. 

We parted at midnight ; and the early breaking 
np was to be lud at my door ; for Z did not propose 
another bottle. They went home to thw widow, 
and I withdrew to my magnificent lodgings, which I 
was now mad with myself for having taken, and was 
folly determined to give up at the month's end. Afy 
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bed of down was now oonTerted into a couch of 
thonu ; sleep had abandoned his narcotic tenement, 
and sold the fee-siinple of mj repose to the demon 
of eternal wakefulneea. The remainder of the night 
was passed in contriving sot to serve the state too 
patriotically. For that purpose I bethought me of 
Mtmteser's good counsel. I got up with the inten-' 
tion of making ray bow to Don Bodrigo de Calde^ 
xona. t&y present temp^ waa just pat to the pmv 
pose of ingratiating myself with so high and mighty 
a gentleman, whose |Hitronage was im^qttoaable ta 
taj existaioe. I therefore presented my person in 
that secretary's ant«chamber4 

Ss apartments communicated with the duke's, and 
iiTalled them in the' lustre of their decorations. Hie 
field officer oould scarcely be distinguielied from the 
subaltern by any outward distinction in his parapher^ 
nalia. I sent in my name as Don Valerio's succes- 
sor; but that did not hinder me firom being kept 
kicking my heels for A good hour. Trusty but 
novice officer of the king, said I, while ruminating 
on court manners, leam a lesson of patience, if so 
please you^ Yoa must b^;;in with showing paces 
yourself, and afterwards make others bite the bridle. 

At length the door of* the inner toom opened. I 
went in, and advanced towards Don Bodiigo, who 
had just been writing an arooroos e[nstle to his 
flianning Siren, and was giving it ta Fedrillo at 
that yerj moment; I had never manu&ctored my 
fiuse and ur into sodi a counterfeit of reverence be> 
fort the ArehUshojf of Grenada, nor on my intnP 
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doction to tlie Count de Ghliano, nor even in pR»- 
eoce of the pritoe tniniBter himself; the crisis of soj 
&wiuiig was reserved for Signor de Calderona. I 
paid my respects to him with my body bent down 
to the very ground, as if crooohing under the keo o£ 
a snperior intelligence, and solicited his protectitKi 
in strains ci humble hypocrisy, at which my chedc 
now bums with shame, to think that man con so da- 
base himself before his fellow^non. My seryility 
would have recoiled to my own undoing, had it been 
practised towards a compound of any manly and ini 
dependent ingredients. As for this fellow, he swal- 
lowed flattery by the lump without mastication, and 
assured me, just as if he meant what he said, that he 
would leare do stone unturned to do me service. 

Hereupon, ttwTifa'iig lum with unlimited ex{Hes> 
nons of attachment for his kind and generous sentt' 
meats, I sold my very soul, and all my little stock 
of conscience, to his &ee disposal. But as this iarce 
might be tiresome if proI<»iged, I to<^ my leave, 
apologizing for having broken in upon his more seri- 
ous avocations. As soon as I had finished this abom- 
inable scene, I slunk beck to my desk, where I fin- 
iabed my prescribed task. The duke was at my elbow 
the next morning. The end of my perftHmonce was 
not less to his inind than the beginning ; and he 
praised it aocordiogly : This is extremely well in- 
deed 1 Copy this abridgment in your best hand into 
Ae lei^^ster of Catalonia. Yon shall not want em- 
}^yment of this land. I had a very loi^ conversa- 
■tiffin with hifl excellency, and waa delig^ited at Iw 
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mfld sod familiar dqwrtment. WbaC a oontnut to 
Calderona I Tbey^ mi^t have iat to a punter for 
Fan and Apollo. 

To-day I dined at a cheap ardinaiy, and sank tfae 
KCretaiy npon my mesHmates, till I should aacer- 
tain what solid joofit mi^t accrue from all my bows 
and scr^Me. I had fimda for three months, or ther»- 
ahouta. That interval I allowed myself for oaattng 
my bread npon the waters. Bat as the shortest speo- 
olations are the safest, if my salary was not paid by 
that time, a long fitreweQ to the court, its fiippeiy» 
and its fidsebood I Hitu were my plans arnnged. 
Por two months I labored hard and &st to stand well 
with Calderona ; but his seosea were so callous to all 
n^ assiduity, that it seemed labor in vun to build 
en so hopeless a foundadon. This idea produced a 
change in my condact. I left pome greener fool to 
fmnigate the nostiils (^ this idol, and placed all my 
own dependence on making my ground sore with the 
duke, b^ the benefit of our frequent ocmferenoes. 



CHAPTER IV. 



TraKTQH his grace's intenriews with me were short 
as the fleeting visions of aupematural ctnomotiica- 
don, my turn and duuaeter won its way gradually 
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into his exceUeiicy*8 good lildng. One day after 
dimter, he said, Attend to me, Gil Bias. I teallj 
like yaa very mudi. Yon are a zealoost confiden- 
tial lad, full of trndentaiidiiig and djacretion. My 
trust cannot be mieplaoed in sudi hands. I tJirev 
myself at his t«A at the mnsic of these words, and 
kissing his outstretched hand, answered thna : Is it 
possible that your excellency can think so &ToraUy 
of your servant? What a host of enemies will such 
a preference conjure up against me I But Don Sod- 
rigo is the only man whose privy grudge is fbimi'- 
dal:^ enoo^ to alarm me. 

You have nothing to fear from that quarter, re- 
plied the dnke. I know Calderons. He has loved 
me from his cradle. Ev^ movement of his heart 
is in unison with mine. He cherishes whaterer I 
lore, and hates in exact proportion to my dislike. 
So far from being alarmed at his ill will, you oug^ 
on the contrary, to hug yourself on his peculiar 
partiality. Hiis let me at once into the al^rases of 
Don Bodrigo's diaracter. He shuffled and cut the 
cards to his own deal, and paid his debts of honor 
out of his excellency'B pool. One oould not be too 
wary with this gentleman. 

To b^n, pursued the duke, with a proof of my 
thorough reliance on your &ith, I will open to you 
a long-projected design. It is necessary fer you to 
be informed of it, to qualify you for the conuniasions 
with which I shall hereafter hare occasion to intmat 
you. For a great length of time have Z beheld 
my author!^ universally respected, my decisions 
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^iotplkitfy adopted, places, peasions, goyemmenti, 
Ticero^altiea, and church prefermentB, all awaiting 
TOij diepOBal. Without umbrage to my n^al maater, 
I may be said to be absolute in Sptun. My individaal 
fortunes can be pushed no higher. Bat I would 
willingly fix fiim the stracture I have raised, for the 
•toims are already beginnmg to beat about the citadel 
of my peace. My only saf^^ must consist in 
-nominating my n^hew, the Count de Lemos, as my 
mKoeesOT in the ministry. 

This profound courtier, observing my astonish- 
ment, went on thus : I see plainly, Santillane, I see 
plainly what surprises you. It seems strange and 
unaccountable that I should prefer my nephew to my 
own son, the Duke dlJzeda. But you are to leani 
that tiiifl last has too narrow a genius to fill up my 
place in politics ; and there are other reaaong why I 
set my face against him. He has found out the 
secret of making himself agreeable to the king, who 
wants him for his interior cabinet ; and back stwra 
influence is what I cannot bear. Boyal iaror is a 
sort of political mistress ; exclusive possession is its 
only charm. The very existence of the passion is 
identified with inextinguishable jealousy ; nor can we 
the better endure to share the bliss, because our 
rival has been nursed in our own bosom. 

Thus do I lay bare the very recesses of my soul. 
I have already tried to ruin the Duke dIJzeda with 
the king ; but havbg failed, am pointing my artilleiy 
towards another object. I am determined that the 
Count de Lemos shall stand first with the Ptince of 
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Spain. Beios gwitlfiwun of hu bs^^bunbert be htt 
opportanilaefl of tolkmg witli tiiiti ix mti nwJly ] ai^ 
Imniilan that ho ^m k inmiiiiff wtttost witli him) I 
kocnr a sure metliod of wiahlitig him to nioc«ed in 
his enterprise. By this devioe, my na^sem will be 
pitted against my aon. Hw conainB, harboring na- 
&Tonble enspiciona of each other, will both be finced 
to place themselTea onder my protacdon ; and flis 
necessity of the case vUl rei)der them sobmiuira to 
my will. This is my project ; nor will yonr aaakb- 
ance be of slender avail to its saooeas. It is yoa 
whom I shall malra the private channel of oommnnip 
oalioQ between the Comit de Lemoa and myself. 

Attar diis confidence, which somtded, for all die 
world( like the clink of current coin, my mind waa 
easy abont the fbtare. At length, aaid I, behold rae 
tftlH^g shelter tithTj^- Flntns's gatter ; the golden 
shower may drench me to the skin before I shaO 
ory. Hold, enoogh I It is impossible that tbe boaim 
fiiend of a man, by whom the whole mnsio of the 
politioal machine is tempered, should be left to thmm 
iqxm the disoord of poverly. Full of these har- 
monioDs viaioDs, my fifths and octaves were but little 
natnned by the senaiUe daolension of my pone. 
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The ininuter's growmg puiulity towsrih me wrv 
won noticed. He displayed it OBtentatioasly, t^ 
oommitdng liia portiblio to mj cnstodj, which it wm 
his hftbit to canj in his own hand when be went to 
oooncil. Hub novelty caosingme to be li}okedtip(Mi 
IS s rising ikvorite, excited the axvy of coiun per- 
aata, bo thiit I wu precioaEly B|Hiii]ded with the 
bellish dew of coort nuderolenoe. My two nei^ibors 
the secretaries were-not the last to ctm^tUment me on 
my budding honors, and iaTited me to supper at the 
widow's, not bo much by way of retaroing my hos- 
pital!^, as with an eye to business in the cultivatioo 
of my acquaintance. Parties wers made for mf 
ereiywhere. Even the haughty Don Bodrigo wa« 
c^Kin-hand to me. He now called me nothing lee* 
than Signer de Santillane, thou^ tJie moon had 
scarcely changed her face since he thee'd and thoii'4 
me, without ever bethinking him that he was talking 
to something above a pauper. He honied me up 
and preBsedme down with civilitieB, eqiecially within 
^esbot of our common patron. But the fool was 
wiser than to be cao^t with chaff. Hie good breed- 
ing <^ my returns was tucdy propmtioned to my 
thorou^ detestation of my homble servaat : a rascal 
who had lived in court all his life eoidd not havf 
played the rascal better than I did. 
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I likewise aoetnnpaiued 1117 lord duke when he IumI 
an aodience of &e kin^, which was osiuJly three 
times a day. la the morning he went into his 
majesty's chamber as booil as he was awake. There 
he dropped down on his marrow-bones hy the bed- 
side, talked over what was to be done in the conrae 
of the day, and pat into the royal mouth the speeches 
die royal tongue was to make. He then withdrew. 
After dinner he came back again; not for state 
afiiiirs, but ibr what, toKat f and a little gossip. He 
was well instructed in all the tittle-tattle of Madrid, 
which was sold to him at the eariieot of the season. 
Lastly, in the evening he saw the king again ibr the 
-third time, put whatever color he pleased on the 
txansactiona of the day, and, as'a matter of course, 
requested his instructions for the morrow. While 
he was with the king, I kept in the antechamber, 
where people of the first quality, sinking that they 
might rise, threw themselves in the way of my oh- 
servation, and thou^t ihe day not lost if I had 
deigned to exchange a few words of common civili^ 
with them. Was it to be wondered at if my self- 
importance &ttened upon such food? l^en are 
many folks at court who stalk about on stilts of much 
frailer materials. 

One day my vanity was still more highly pampered. 
The king, to whom the duke had pufibd off my s^^, 
was curious to see a sample of it. His excellency 
made me bring the register of Catalonia and myself 
into the royal presence, telbng me to read the first 
memorial I had digested. If so catholic a critio 
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overpowered my modesty «t first, the minister's 
anconragement recalled my scattered spirits, and I 
read with good tone and emphasis what his majesty 
deigned to hear with some symptoms of ^probation. 
He apoke handsomely of my perfonnance, and reo- 
ommended my fbrtimes to the especial care of his 
minister. My hmmli^ was not the greater for die 
aogmentation of my consequence ; and a particalar 
conversation some days aftenrards with the Comit da 
Lemos swelled high the spring tide of all my amU- 



I waited on that nobleman from his uncle at the 
Annoe of Spain's court, and presented credentiala 
firom the doke, directing him to deal unresoredly 
with me, as with a man who was embarked in their 
design, and selected by himself ezclusiTely as theit 
go-betwwn. The count then took me to a room, 
where he lodred the door, and then spoke as follows : 
Since yon are confidential with the Duke of I>nna, 
I doubt not you deserve to be so, and shall unbosom 
myself to you without hesitation. You are to know 
that matters go on just as we could wish. The 
Prince of Spain distinguishes me above the most 
assiduous of his courtiers. I had a private oouver- 
satiou with him this morning, wherein he expressed 
some disgust at being restruned by the king's avarioe 
from following the indinadona of his liberal heart, 
and living on a scale befitting his august rank. Ob 
this head I chimed in with his regrets, and, taking 
advantage of the oi^rtunit^, promised to carry him 
a diouMmd pistoles early to^nmrow morning, as an 
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eimeit of l«iger mBu «idi wliidi I luT* flBgaged to 
lead his necessitiw fivthwitli. He yna in ecstuj at 
taj promiflea ; «Dd I am certain of aecnxing hij gnoe 
and h.voir in tail, if I can bat fulfil my engagement. 
Acquaint my uncle with these particulan, and oome 
back in the evening with bia Bentiments on lite Bal>- 
ject. 

I left the Cotmt de Lemce with the laat wrads still 
qiUTering on hii %», and went back to the Duke oC 
Xicnna, who, on my report;, sent to ask Caidcnma 
fiir a thousand pistoles, which he charged metooany 
to the oount in the evening. Away went I on my 
cnand, muttering ta myself, So, so, now I have 
discovered the minister's infallil^ reoe^ for tha 
cure of all evils. Faith and troth, be is in the ri^tt t 
and to all appearance he may draw as copiously as 
be pleaaes &om the ajving, without exhausting the 
sonice. I cui easily guess what bag these pistalea 
oome from; bat, afi«r all, is it not the or6fa of 
nature that the parmtabould mature and muntaia 
dw child? Thb Count de Iiemoa, at our partiBg, 
taid to me in a low voice. Farewell, my good and 
worthy firiend. The Prince of Spain has a littk 
hankering after the women ; we must have a little 
oonversation on that subject rate of these daye ; I 
foresee that your agency will be very applicable on 
that bead. I returned with my bead full cf tbis 
last bint, which it was inqxMsible to misinteaipret. 
If either did I wish to do so, for it suited my talmla 
to a nicety. Whattbedevil is to happen next? said 
L £ebold me on the point of becoming. pimp t4 
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^e heir of the monarahy. Whether pimping was a 
'virtofl or a Tioe> I did not stop to inqoire ; the ooata* 
sartont of mcn-ality woold have vrom hot flhabbily 
-while the paaaions of bo salted a gdlant were in the 
^are aad glow of alt their newest ^oes. What a 
promotioiL for me, to be the provider of pUamre to a 
great jmncel Fair aod aoftly, Master Gil Blast 
flome one nay say ; after all, you will be bat second 
minister. May be so ; but at bottom the honor 
of both tbese posts is equal ; the difference lies in 
the profit only. 

While executing these hcHKnable 0(ADmi8eions» 
and getting fcoirard daily In the good graces of lh« 
prime minister, yAtai. a h^^y being should 1 hav* 
been, if statesmen were bom with a set of intestinei 
to turn the chameleon's diet into chyle \ It wot 
JDOwe than two months since I had got rid of my 
grand lodging, and had taken np my quarters in a 
little room scarcely good enough for a banker's clerk. 
Though this was not qnite as it ^oi^ be> yet since 
I went OQt betimes in the morning, and never re* 
turned at night before bed-tune, then was not much 
to quarrel about on that score. All day I was the 
hero of my own stage, or rather of the duke's. It 
was a principal part that I was playing. But when 
I retired fiom this brilliant theatre to my own cock- 
loft, the great lord vanished, and poor Gil Bias was 
left behind, without a royal image in his pocket, and, 
iriiat was worse, without the means of conjuring np 
his glorious resemblance. Besides that it would 
have wounded my pride to have divulged my 
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Beoewitiea, titere was not a creature ci mj -us- 
qountonoe who could have asaisted me but Navano ; 
andhimlbad too palpaUy neglected, amce mjintiD- 
ductioa at court, to renture on BoUdtiag lua benevo- 
leooe. I had beoi obliged ta sell my waidmbe 
article by article. There was nothing more kA 
than was abaolntelj neceamy to make a decent 
^>peanmce. I no longer went to the ordinaiy, be- 
cause I had DO longer wherewithal to pay my scon. 
How, then, did I make shift to keep body and soul 
togetber ? There was every morning, in our <^ces, 
a scanty breakfast set out, consisting of a little bread 
and wine ; this was the whole of onr commons on 
the minister'e establishment. I never knew -wbaX it 
was to exceed this stint during the day, and at 
ni^t I most frequently went supperieee to bed. 

Such was the fitre of a man who made a sploidid 
figure at court; but his illustrious fortunes, bks 
those of other oourtiers, were more a subject of pit; 
than of grudge. I oould no longer redst the pres- 
sure of my circumstances, and ultimately resolved 
on their disclosure at a seasonable opportunity. Bf 
good luck such an occasion oficred at the £scuiial, 
whither the king and the I^oe of Spain removed 
some days afterwards. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

aiLaiASOIVEa the DVKI OFLt&UAAUISTOF biswrstgheb 
CONDITIOK- TEAT MlNiarSK DMAIS WITH BIM ACCORO- 

When the king kept hie court at the Escurial, 
all the world was at free quarters : imder such easy 
circumstances I did not feel where the saddle galled. 
M7 bed was in a wardrobe near the duke's chamber. 
One morning that minister, having got up, according 
to hifl cursed custom, at daybreak, made me take my 
writing apparatus, and follow him into the palace 
gardens. We went and sat down under an avenue 
of trees ; myself, as he would have it, in the posture 
of a man writing on the crown of his hat ; his atti- 
tude was with a paper in his hand, and any one 
would have supposed he had been reading. At 
some distance, we must have looked as if the scale 
of Europe was to turn upon our dedsion ; but be- 
tween ooreelves, who partook of it, the talk was 
uuserably trifling. 

For more than an hour had I been tickling his 
excellency's iancy with all the conceits engendered 
by a merty notare and an eccentric course of life, 
when two magpies perched on the trees above us. 
Their clack and clatter was so obstreperous as to 
force our attention, whether we would or no. These 
birds, said the duke, seem to be in dudgeon with 
<Mie another. I shoold like to learn the cause of 
their quarrel. My lord, aoid I, your curiosity re- 
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minds me of an Indian story in PUpay, or some other 
fabulist. The minieter insisted on the pftrttculars, 
and I related tbem in the fbUoiring terms : — 

There reigned in Fenia s good monarch, who, not 
b^g blessed with capacities of sufficient compass to 
govern his dominions in his own person, left the care 
of them to his grand vizier. That minister, whose 
name was Atalmuc, was possessed of first-rate tal^ 
eats. He supported the weight of that unwieldy 
monarchy, without sinking under the burden. He 
preserved it in profound peace. His art consisted 
in uniting the love of the royal authority with the 
reverence of it ; while the people at large looked up 
to the vizier as to an affectionate father, though a 
devoted servant of his prince. Atalmuc had a young 
Cachemirian among his secretaries, by name Zeao- 
gir, to whom he was particularly attached. He took 
pleasure in his conversation, invited him frequently 
to the chase, and opened to him his most secret 
thoughts. One day, as they were hunting together 
in a wood, the vizier, at the croaking of two ravens 
on a tree, said to his secretary, I should like to know 
what those birds are talking about in their jargon. 
My lord, answered the Cachemirian, your wishes 
may be fulfilled. Indeed ! How so ? replied Atal- 
muc. Because, rejoined Zeangir, a dervis, read in 
many mysteries, has taoght me the language of 
Inrds. If you wish it, I will lay my car close to 
these, and will repeat to you, word for word, what- 
ever tliey may happen to say. 

The vizier ^reed to the proposal. Tlie Cache- 
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mirian got near tbe ravene, and affected to suck in 
their discourse. Then, returning to his master, My 
lord, said he, would you believe it? We are our- 
selves the topic of their talk. Impossible ! exclaimed 
the Persian minister. Prithee now, what do they 
•ay of us? One of the two, replied the secretary, 
spoke thus : Here he is, the very man ; the grand 
vizier, Atalmuc, the guardian eagle of Persia, hov- 
ering over her like the parent bird over its nest, 
watching without intermission for the safety of its 
brood. For the purpose of unbending &om his 
wearisome toils, he is hunting in this wood with his 
faithful Zean^. How happy must that secretary 
be, to serve bo partial and indulgent a master I Fair 
and sofUy, observed the other raven shrewdly, fair 
and softly ! Make not too much parade about that 
Caehemirian's happiness. Atalmuc, it b true, talks 
and jokes familiarly witli him, honors him with his 
confidence, and may very possibly intend to signalize 
his friendship by a lucrative post ; but between tbe 
cup and the lip Zeangir may perish with tlurst. The 
poor devil lodges in a ready-furnished apartment, 
where there is not an article of furniture for his use. 
In a word, he leads a starving life, with all the para- 
phernalia of a plump-fed courtier. The grand vizier 
never troubles his head about inquiring into the right 
or wrong of his affairs, but, satisfi^ vrith empty 
good wishes towards him, leaves his fiivorite widiin 
the ruthless gripe of poverty. 

I stopped here to see how tlie Duke of Lcmia 
would take it ! and he asked mc, with a smile, what 
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effect the fiible had produced on the mind of Alal- 
muc, and whether the grand vizier had not &lt a lit- 
tle offended at his secretazya presompCion. No, my 
noble lord, answered I, with some little embanasa- 
moit at the question ; historians say that his inge- 
nuity was amply rewarded. He was more lucky than 
discreet, replied the duke, with a serious ak ; there 
are some ministers who would esteem it no joke to 
be lectured at that rate. But the king will not be 
long before he is getting up ; my duty demands my 
attendance. After this hint he walked off with hastf 
strides towards the palace, without throwing away a 
word more upon me, and to aU appearanoe in high 
dudgeon at my Indian panble, 

I followed him up to the very door of hie majestjr's 
chamber, and went thence to arrange my p(q>era in 
the places whence they had been taken. Then I 
entered a clos^ where our two copying secretarieH 
were at work ; for they also were of the migratny 
party. ^Vhat b the matter with you, Signor de 
Santillane? said they at the eight of me. You are 
quite down in the mouth ! Has anything untoward 
happened? 

I was too much mortified at the ill success of my 
narrative to be cautious in the expression of my 
grief. On the recital of what had passed with the 
duke, they sympathized in my disappointmebt. You 
have some reason to &et, said one of them. Heaven 
grant you may be better treated than a seoietary of 
Cardinal Spinosa. This unluc^ secretary, tired of 
working for fifteen months without pay, took the 
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liberty of representing Ms tteceasides to his emi- 
nenca one afternoon, and of asking for a little money 
towards his aabaietence. It is very proper, a^d the 
miniater, that you should be paid. Here, pursued 
he, potting into bis honda an order on the royal 
treasury for a thousand ducats ; go and receive that 
sum ; but take notice at the same time that it balan- 
ces accounts between us. The secretary would have 
pocketed his thousand ducats without remorse, had 
the thousand ducats been tangible, and tbe liberty 
of changing services secure ; but just as he stepped 
down from the cardinal's threshold, he was tapped 
on the shoulder by an alguazil, and earned away to 
the tower of Segovia, where he has been a prisoner 
for a length o£ time. 

This little historical anecdote set my teeth chatter- 
ing. All was lost and gone I Thste was no com- 
fort from within nor from without I My own impa^ 
tience had been my ruin 1 just aa if I had not borne 
starving till patience could avail no longer. Alas 1 
said I) wheretbre must I have blurted out that ill- 
starred fable, which went so much against the grain 
of the miniater ? He might have been just on the 
point of extricating me fivm all my miseries ; it 
might have been the moment of that tide in the 
affiiiiB of men which sets in for sudden and enor- 
mous elevation. What wealth, what honors have 
slipped throu^ the fingera by my blunder 1 1 ought to 
have been aware that great folks do not love to be 
forestalled, but reqnire tbe common privileges of 
elementary subsistence to be received as bvors at 
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thor hands. It would have been more prudent to 
have kept a^ lenten entertwnment longer without 
botheiing the duke about it, and even to have died 
with hunger, that he mig^t be bhuned for letting nte. 

Supposing any hope to have remained, mj masto-, 
when I saw him after dinner, put an extinguisher 
over it at once. He waa very aerioua with me, con- 
trary to his usual custom, and apoke scarcely at all 
— an omen of dire dismay for the remainder of the 
evening. Hie night did not pass more tranquilly : 
the chagrin of seeing my agreeable illusions vanish, 
and the fear of swelling the calendar of state prison- 
ers, left no room but for sighs and lamentations. 

The following was the critical day. The duke 
sent for me in the morning. I went into his cham- 
ber, with the ague fit of a <3iminal before his judge. 
Santillane, said he, showing me apc^ter in his hand, 
take this order ... I shuddered at the word order, 
and said within myself, O lieaven I here ia the Car- 
dinal Spinoea over again ; the carriage is ordered 
out for Segovia. Such was my alarm at this mo- 
ment, that I interrupted the minister, and throwing 
myself at his feet. May it please your lordship, said 
I, bathed in tears, I most humbly beseech your 
excellency to forgive me for my boldness ; necessity 
alone impelled me to acquaint you with my wretched 
circumstances. 

The duke could not help lauding at my distress. 
Be comforted, Gil Bias, answered he, and hearken 
attentively. Though by betraying your necessities 
a reproach lights upon me for not having pre\'cnted 
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them, I do not take it ill, my friend. I rather ou^t 
to be angry with myself for not having inquired how 
you were going on. But to begin maldng amends 
for my want of attention, there ia an order on the 
royal treasury for fifteen hundred ducats, payable at 
Bi^t. This is not all ; I promise you the same sum 
annually ; and moreover, when people of rank and 
subetaoce shall solicit your interest, I have no ob- 
jectdon to your addressing me on Hieir behalf. 

In the excess of joy occasioned by such tidings, I 
kissed the feet of the minister, who, having com- 
manded me to rise, continued in familiar conversa- 
tion. I endeavored to rally my free and easy humor j 
but the truuition from sorrow to rapture was too 
instantaneous to be natural. I felt as comical as a 
culprit, with a pardon singing in his ears, just when 
he was on the point of being launched into eternity. 
My master attributed all my fluny to the sole dread 
of having ofiended him ; though the fear of perpet- 
ual imprisonment* had its share of influence on my 
serves. He owned that he had affected to look cool, 
to see whether I should be hurt at the alteration ; 
that thereby he formed his opinion with respect to 
the liveliness of my attachment to his person, and 
that his own regard for me would always be propor- 
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ACCOVXT or TEE FROriT ACCRUSSa TRERBrROM. 

The kmg, a« if on purpose to pla.7 into the handa 
of my impatience, returned to Madrid the veiy next 
day. I flew like a harpy to the royal treaeuiy, where 
they paid me down upon the nail the sum drawn for 
in my order. Ajnbition and vanity now obtained 
con^lete empire over my aoul. My paltry lodging 
vma fit only for BecretarieB of an inferior cast, un- 
practised in the myaterioiu language of birds ; for 
which reasoDi my grand suit of i^tartments fortu- 
nately b^ng vacant, I engaged them fbr the second 
time. My next business was to send for an eminent 
tulor, who arrayed tlie pretty persons of all the fine 
gentlemen in town. He took my measure, and then 
introduced me to s draper, who sold me £ve eQs of 
cloth, the exact quantity, as he said, to make a suit 
Tor a man of my size. I^vo ells for a light Spanish 
dress ! Whither did this draper and tailor expect to 
go ? . . . But tre must not be uncharitable. Tai- 
lors who have a reputation to support require more 
materials for the exercise of their genius, than the 
vulgar snippers of the shopboard. I then bought 
some linen, of which I was very bare, an assort- 
ment of silk stockings, and a laced hat. 

With such an equipage, there was no doing with- 
out a footman j so that I desired Vincent Fenero, 
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my lAtWBind, to lobk 6ut far om. Most of the for- 
«^iien who were reoonimehded to his lod^gH, Dd 
dieir artivat at Madrid, werb wont to hire Spanish 
Mbrantb ; and tlli« was the mean^ of turning hii 
hitaae into a regilter office. The fint who o^red 
wfla a lad of ao mortified And devotional an aspectj 
that I would hare nothing to say to him ; he put me 
id mind of Ambrose de Lamela. I am quite out in 
eonceit, said I to Ferrero, with these pious coat- 
lAftuihera ; I hAve been taken in by tbem already. 

I had scarcely tutned virtue id a livery out of 
dMtfl, wheb another catue up stilini. This seeitied 
to be a good sprightly felloiv, with as little mbok 
mddetty as if he had been bred at comt, and a ceiv 
tain something about him which iiidiciated that he did 
nbt cany principle to any daagfennu excess. He 
was jnstto my mind. His answers to myquestionB 
were pat and to the pufpote : he evinced a talent {or 
httrigue beyond my most sanguine hopes. Thid was 
exactly the subject fbr my purpose ; so I fixed him 
at once. Neither had I any reasoa tb repent of my 
bngaiD ; fbr it ^aa very sooil evident that farther 
off I mtlst h^e fared wotse. As the duke had al- 
l<r*ed me to solicit on behalf 6f riiy friends, and it 
w«e my design to ptnh HM petmiadtcAi to the \Atntiet, 
a etanch hotind was nedeseary to pot up the game ; 
ot, m j^irase &miliar to dull caiyatities, an actiTe 
(Aotp, with a turn fiyr rotftiftg out and bringing ttj my 
nuvket afl pahn-ti^£ng jfethiontTs for the loaves and 
ftshes of the prime' ndnbter. This was just where 
Scipio Ataae nMBf; fbr iny servant's name ifai 

fou n, 94 
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Scipio. He had lived last iritli Dcmna Amu de 
GhieTara, the Frinoe of Spain's nurse, where be had 
ample Bcope for the exereise of that aocomplishmeidL 
As soon Bs he became acquainted with my credit 
at court, and the use to which I meant to pot it, be 
took the field like hie great anceetors, and b^an the 
campaign without the loss of a daj. Master, said 
he, a young gentleman of Grenada is just come to 
Madrid ; his name is Don Boger de Bada. He has 
been engaged in «a affair of honor which compda 
him to throw himself oo the Duke of Lerma's pro- 
tection, and he is well disposed to come down hand- 
somely for any grace and favor he may obtain. I 
have talked with him on the subject. He had a 
mind to have made firiends with Don Bodiigo de 
Calderona, whose influence had been represented to 
him in magnificent terms ; bnt I diganaded him, hy 
pointing out that secretary's method of selling his 
good offices for more than their weight in gokl; 
whereas, on the contrary, you would be satisfied 
with any decent expreeaion of gratitude for yours, 
and would even do the business for the mere pleasure 
of doing it, if you were in circumstances to follow 
the bent of your own generous and disintereeted 
temper, in abort, I talked to him in such a strain, 
that you wilt see the gentleman early to-morrow 
morning. How is all this. Master Scipio? said I. 
You must have transacted a great deal of business 
in a short time. You are no novice in back-staira 
influence. It is very strange that you have not 
feathered yoor ownoert. That ou^t not to sur- 
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prise you at all, anewered he. I love to make raonej' 
ciiciilate, not to hoard it up. 

DoD Boger de Bada came according to his ap- 
pointment. I received him with a mixtm^ of court- 
ly plausibilitrf and miniBterial pride. My worthy 
sir, said I, before I engage in your interests, I wish to 
know the nature of the afibir which brings you to 
court; because it may be such as to predude me 
&om speaking to the nmiiBter in your iavor. Give 
me iJierefore, if you please, the particulars &ithfiilly, 
and rest assured that I shall enter warmly into your 
interests, if they are proper to be espoused by a man 
who moves in my sphere. My yomig client prom- 
ised to be sincere in his rcpreSoitaCion, and bc^an 
his narraliTe in the following words. 
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